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PREFACE 



PREFACE. 



Tte object io the preparation of tMs work has been to 
furnish the phy&icians and stnJents of the homceopathic school 
of medicine, with full and accurate information relative to 
a class of remedies, mostly indigenouB, but few of ■which have 
had any ]i!ace in the published Homffiopathic, Materia Medica, 
Some of the provings have been incoiporated into the Symp- 
tomen Codei. {Phytolacaa, Podophyllum and Sanguinopia), 
others have been published in the various journals of our 
School {Itumee, Gimiaifwja, Gomua c, eta,\ but the great 
majority have never been proven until now, and the only 
mention of them has Leen in oceaMonal clinical or enapirical 
suggestions. To the first and second classes I have added 
many pathogenetic symptoms gleaned fi'om various sources, 
re-pruvings, poisonings, etc., and added also all the clinical 
observations that could be collected from reliable sources. 
The latter class may be divided into two others; namely; 
those which have been proven, and those of -which we have 
only empirical data npon which to base clinical use, and sug- 
gestive or theoretical deductions. 

As we gather experience in the use of these remedies, and 
institute accurate provings, the necessity for these suggestiona 
and theoretical deductions will be done away. Each physician 
should consider himself bound to collect all the symptoms 
which are really pathogenetic, and note down all reliable cura- 
tive experience belonging to these medicines, and f^thfuUy 
report the same to our journals. 

The causes which led me to investigate the properties and 
vu'tiies of the remedies mentioned in the following pages, will 
be patent to every progressive mind. After using for many 
years those invaluable remedies found in our standard Materia 
Medica, most of which were handed down to us by Hahne- 
mann and his colleagues, I found that although their curative 
scope was very wide, it did not apparently include many 
eymptoma and diseases. I was led to investigate the field of 
indigMiouB remedies for these reasons: (1) the suggestion of 
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Ti PREFACE. 

Te^te* that plants are aJapteil to euro tho diseases which 
infest the bame localiticb; and (3) the miiny cures which had 
come under my observation, made by theso remedies in 
the hauds of eclectic and domestic practitioners (siome 
of the cases will be mentioned in the body of tliis 
■work). These reasons, together with a natural ambition to 
enlarge the sphere of hommopathic Materia Medica, induced 
me to throw away all prejudice, and devote my ener^es to the 
task of introducing, by provin^s and clinical experience, the 
indigenous medicines which so largely abound in the United 
States. A few others had started before me, and Cimicifaga, 
Comiis, Podophyllum, and Sangninaria had been proven, aad 
their pathogeneses published. But from some oause they have 
not attrai-ted the attention which they deserve. After several 
years spent in the investigation and study of the now reme- 
dies, publishing from time to time items from my experience 
with them, I was induced to attempt the work of collecting 
all that had been puijlished concerning tho indigenous plants 
of this country, and to add to such all the ''knowledge, clin- 
ical and theoretical, which could bo gleaned from my col- 
leagues, together with my own. 

To this I have taken tho liberty of adding the testimony 
and empirical experience of physicians of the allojjathic and 
eclectic schools, relative to the medicines imder comtideration. 
If any object to this method, I would refer them to the 
writings of Hahiiemami and his colleagues,— Dudgeon, Mad- 
den and Di-ysdale, of England; Teste and Roth, of Prance; 
and Joslin, Marcy, Ilempel, and others of this country. I 
contend that the experience of others, besides members of 
the Homceopathic school, is often useful in building our patho- 
geneses, and adding to rehable clinical knowledge. 

I shall not be held rcsponsiblo for the opinions of any 
writer quoted in the following pages. Let each be judged 
upon his own merits. I do not claim that this work is in 
any way compUie, Indeed, I shall be satisfied if it is only 
pronounced by the profession as eminently mtggesth'e. Many of 
the provings aro very imperfect, and some of the Cliiiic.il 
remarks, open to criticism. Let the wheat be sepai-ated from 
the chaff by the inexorable test of honest trial. 

■« " Inttodaclion of Matei-ia Medica." 
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He wlio imciertaTjes to wiite a Materia Medica which 
shall oomo up to the high standard necessary to meet the 
scientific requirementa of the Ilomceopathic School of Medicine, 
has before him a really herculean task. The work even of expung- 
ing worthless symptoms, will compare with the cleansing of 
the Augean Stables. 

The Allopathic Materia Medica, ia not susceptible of much 
improvement, so long as that school adheres to the dogmas 
which foi-m the basis of that system of practice; the Ilomoa- 
opathic, on the contrary, is capable of immense improvement. 

I have found that the task of writing a monograph on 
any one dr\ig, as Gelaeminam, was really a laborious under- 
taking; and the work of collecting, compiling and arranging 
the material for the elucidation of several drugs, is, of course, 
proportionately greater. 

That the profession may see how high an appreciation I have 
for a scientific Materia Medica, aud how mnch this work has 
fallen short of my ideal, both in the matter, and the manner 
of its composition, I will insert an extract from my intro- 
ductory to a course of lectures, delivered to the class of 
Hahnemann Medical College, in the winter of 1863 and '64: 

" Since the time of Hahnemann, nearly all our works on 
Materia Medica, have been naoulded upon the same plan, not- 
withstanding the progress of all the sciences which properly 
perttun to medicine ; aud while a knowledge of chemistry, 
pathology, and physiology is deemed essential to every homte- 
opathic phyfflcian. 

" The great' desideratnm of oar school at this time is a 
purely Bolentifi" Materia Medica, Hahnemann laid the foun- 
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dation upon tiic imperishable rock of natural truth. Let us 
build upon it a niagnifieent temple, which time nor change 
can ruin, but will ever increase its grand proportions and 
massive solidity. 

" Gentlemen: — ^Would you have my individual conception of 
an ^ Ideal Materia Medica' With a few preliminary remarks 
on the action of medicines, I will give it yon. All dru^, 
and . by this I mean all substances which can by any possi- 
bility be Hsed as remedial agents, have three modes of 
action upon the animal economy. 

"First — MeohanicaUy. — ^This action is only by virtue of 
their physical conformation. This includes bulk, and the 
shape of the particles which compose the medicine. 

n, — Ghemicany. — ^Tho chemical action of nearly all 
. when given in appreciable doses, is fully admitted 
by every authority; thus, we have acids, and alkalies, and 
numerous compounds, which, by their chemical union with the 
eolida and fluids, effect changes in the constituents of the 
body. 

"Third — Dynamically. — This method of action may be 
entirely independent of the two former. But a medicine 
may have at the same time a mechanical, chemical, and a 
dynamic action; or if properly administered, it may have only 
the latter action. It was a knowledge of this dynamic 
action that Hahnemann strove to attain. This he attempted 
to do by stripping his remedial agents of all material forms, 
or chemical power, and so diluting them as to leave nothing 
but the 'spirit' of the drug wherewith to oppose disease. 

"Now, it is an indisputable fact, which I shall point out 
to you more fully in my course of lectures, that our Materia 
Medica abounds with symptoms due to the mechanical and 
chemical effects of drugs, and these are so mixed up with 
the symptoms having a dynamic ori^n, that they mislead us 
when we are engaged in the selection of a remedy. Upon 
almost every page of our Materia Medica, is to be found, too 
many of the natural sensations to which every person i'i 
liable, 

"In view of these facts, I would have a lational revi'-ion 
of Our Mateiia Medioa, expunging all but undoubted 
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liynamio ayaiptoms ; and I wonld have these eyrapttima arranged 
in natural gi-oups, in strict accordance with their rise and 



"In order to elncidate more clearly my views in relation 
to drug proving, we will suppose that a society is fonaed, hy 
a number of patient, conscientious, and aelf-sacrifieing men, 
whose object is to make a periect and complete proving of 
a drug or number of drugs, 

"We will suppose that the drag selected be Phosphorus — 
that most excellent of all polyehrests, The first desideratum 
would be to ascertain the exact physiological atid pathological 
condition of each person who Intends to expeiiment upon his 
own person. We should ascertain if every organ performs 
its functions properly ; whether any organic disease be 
present, and if so, what is its character. We should inquire 
into the nature of all the secretions and excretions, aiding 
our investigatiouB by the use of the microscope, and those 
delicate tests which science has applied to such uses. If the 
provev is in perfect health, the fact should be noted; if not, 
his condition and symptoms should be carefully recorded. 

"The drug selected should then be taken by each ono, in 
similar quantities, and at the same time. The. quantity of 
the drug should be just enough to induce symptoms and 
pathological changes in the organism, by its dynamic influ- 
ence, and not by any chemical action. It would be nest 
to impossible to administer Phoaphorua in suiSciont quantities 
to set up any mechanical action; but with such drugs as 
Mercury, Staunum or Podophyllum, such effects might readily 
be obtained. 

"The chemical action of Phosphorus npoa the surfaces with 
which it comes in contact, would be the most important to 
be guarded against. It is doubtful if inflammation of the 
stomach could he produced by minnte quantities of this drug; 
but we know that material dose-s will cause gastritis, by its 
actual combustion while in contact with the mucous coats of 
the stomach. Such chemical symptoms would be worthless 
to na, when obtained. Only the specific, dynamic afiects of 
a medicine are of value in a strictly therapeutic point of 
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X IKTRODFCTION. 

" Immediately after the ingeBtion of the drug, the first 
symptoms should be watched for and carefully noted ; then 
all the unmistakable drug- symptoms which arise, should be 
recorded in the natural order in which they appear. The 
objective and subjeotivo symptoms should be considered of 
equal importance. It matters not how mmutely the subjec- 
tive symptoms, the aches, pains, and sensations be recorded, 
bat we insist that all the objective phenomena, should have 
an eqnally conspionoua place. Hahnemann himself once 
insisted upon this very proposition, fov in speaking of Sella- 
donna particularly, he says: — 'We want to know what organs 
it deranges functionally, what it modifies in other ways, what 
nerves it principally benumbs or excites, what alterations it 
effects in the circulation and in the digestive operations, how 
it affects the m.ind, how the disposition, what influence it 
ezerts over secretions, what modifications the muscular fibre 
receives from it, how long its action lasts, and by what 
means it is rendered powerless.' 

"Now, the investigation of the properties of a medicine in 
this way would leave nothing to be desired. Could Hahnemann 
have availed himself of the labors of a Brown, a Sequard, a 
Lehmann, or Rokitansky, what a complete Materia Medica he 
could have written. But this requirement was far beyond what 
his times afforded, and he did the best that was possible 
nnder the circumstances. 

"Dr. Dudgeon asks: 'Ought wc not to strive to attain 
the theoretical standard proposed by Halmomann ? And how 
is this to be obtained ? ' I answer, by a more scientific charac- 
ter to our Materia Medica; by treating oar pathogenetic 
provings in a thoroughly physiological manner ; by bringing 
to bear on the action of medicines, the aids and appliances 
of the microscope, chemical analysis, and the ascertained 
principles (not the theoretical surmises) of modern physiology. 
This la now being done by some members of our school ; 
and if we were all animated by the same noble zeal, we 
shonid soon rescue the school from the reproach of its 
nnscientific character, which is so oootinuaUy urged ag^nst it 
by adherents of so-called rational medicine. 

" VTheu *i'e shall have recorded all the subjective and 
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objective symptoms in tlie manner above, stated, we shall have 
what we will term a ti'ue physiological proving. But wa 
must consider that it wonld endanger the life of any individ- 
nal, to caiTy our experiment"" so far as to get all the objeo- 
tivo phenomena desirable. What shall we do to perfect our 
pathogeneses ? I answer, by lubjecting to the slow action of 
druea, some of the lowest animals, atler the maiinL-r of some 
of the gi-eatest physiologists of the age. Already have Curio 
in France, and some members of oar profession in this 
country, begun the laudable work. Such experiments I would 
term pathological provtngs. By such investigations we could 
learn the nltimate effsets of drugs; what structm-al changes 
they canae in the tissnea, and what extreme organico-patho- 
logieal conditions they can induce. The experiments of the 
physiologiats of the allopathic school were crude and unsatis- 
factory. They destroyed lifo with huge mechanical or chemi- 
cal doses of drugs, and the results are of little value to our 
fichool. 0«r aim should be, not only to cause death, but to 
canse disease, of longer or shorter duration, and then by a 
careful scientific analysis of the artificial malady, classify it, 
and determine its character, in order that we may use it as 
a guide in the scleetion of a remedy wherewith to combat a 
similar, and aacertained disease, existing in the human body. 

" Do not deem these views Utopian in their character 1 
Much more than is here advised will yet be attained, and some 
of you will live to see the day when just such provings shall be 
made. Aye, more ! Home of yon may live to look upon the 
realization of a dream which has haunted me for years — an 
InconograpMa Materia Medica. Let me illustrate. Going back 
to our first proposition of a proving of Phosphorua, we will 
suppose all the subjective and objective symptoms recorded in 
strictly scientific language, but in addition to this written 
pathogenesis we have correct drawings of all the pathological 
changes; of ali the organic alteration's in various organs and 
tissues, upon which the drug exerted ita poisonoui influence. 
Let us call to our aid the photographer and the jiainter, 
and invest the delineations of morbid specmiens, with all 
the wonderful amilitnde which those arte are capable of 
creating. 
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"With such an illustrated Materia Medica would not tlic 
Art of Healing be so far perfected as to leave . little to l^o 
desired, and so enhance our skill in the management of 
disease as to rob it of half its terrors ? 

"We will now etippose such a Materia Mediua attainable, 
we will also suppose the existence of works on Diagnows and 
Pathology, similarly illustrated, or, that all are combined in 
one complete work, io beautiful and massive volumes. What 
then would be the status of the practice of medicine 'i 

We will imagine the young physician just returned from 
his visit to a child, ill with naalignant scarlatina. He turns 
to his library and finds written do^vn the sulijective symp- 
toms of similar cases ; and he also finds a written descrip- 
tion of the objective symptoms, the latter illustrated with 
colored plates, the whole giving a strikuig portrait of the 
case he has just visited. 

"Ho now turns to his Iconographio Materia Medica, and 
finds, it may be, in the pathogenesis of Belladonna or Apis, 
all the subjective symptoms of the case ; a:id more satisfoc- 
tory still, he finds that the objective symptoms correspond, 
and the conditions of the skin, the throat and the mucous 
surfaces, aiT in every way siimilar to the case under mves- 
tigation. 

" What, I ask, would be the result of this method of 
study ? What the consequence of this correspondence between 
the malady, the illustrated pathology and pathogenesis of a drug 
in the materia medica? 

"Would it not be the selection of a remedy whose action 
■would he eminently specific to the totality of the symp- 
toms, and therefore curative ? Would it not elevate 
medicine to the position of one of the exact sciences? 
Would it not strip disease of half its terror, and much of 
its fatality?" 
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In the British Journal of Hoinceopathy, number 87, 
■will be found a Review of Coe'e "Concentrated Medicines," 
in which the writer. Dr. Stokes, seems to have the idea that 
the book belonged to the literature of the homceopathic 
school, at least one easily gets such an impression from 
some remai-ks the .writer make's, relative to certiwn opinions 
and asseitions put forth by Dr. Cog. I cannot aceoant for 
the stupidity wMch could entertain Bueh an idea. Dr. Coe is 
a sort of mongrel, half allopath, half eclectic, and quite an. 
enthusiast in regard to indigenous remedies. "WTieu Keith & 
Co. established their manufactory of concentrated medicines in 
New York city. Dr. Coe was selected by them as a proper 
mail to set forth tho merits of indigenoas 
general, and their preparations in particular. 
Dr. Coe's work abounds in extravagant assertions and unre- 
liable opinions. I consider Keith's medicines generally unfit 
for use in hom<eopathy. Their concentrated powders do not 
come up to the required standard of chemical purity. Tinc- 
tures are to be preferred. In the provings, more symptoms 
■were elicited from tinctures than from the reainoids of the 
same plant. The tinctures should be cai'efully prepared from 
the fresh plants. Tinctures of the allopaihic pharmaceutists, 
m.ade from old dried herbs, etc, are, for homojopathie uses, 
always unreliable and unsatisfe^tory. 
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IIST OF lEMCINES TREATED OF IN THIS WORK. 



Mscv!,va Glabra, Bnckeys '. 17 

^ScuiDB Hippo CAB TAN OK, Horse Chestnut.,... ^. 16 and 489 

Albtbis jAHiNOfl*, Unicorn root 3i 

Apooybfm ANDaoaBMiFOMUM, Dog-bane i ." 36 

Afocykom Cahhabikuu, Indian Semp dl 

Ardm Tbiphylldm, Indian TSirmp 56 

AsHLEPiAa StriACA, Milk vreed 68 

AaciiEPJiS ToBBRoai, Pleurisy root 63 

Saptisia DiNCTORiA, WM Indigo .• 69 

CAtTLOPuriiLiru THALicTBoroBS, Blue Coheah 84 

C&IUAFHIliA UuBJIIiLATA, PfjIsitlliVa 36 

CiMioi^noA Raoemoba, Elach inake root 101 

CoLtmsoHiA CAiTADENaiB, JIoTd JitwJt, Sione root 125 

CoBBDS CiBoiWATA, Qrecn Osier 132 

OoKNlTS Florida, Boginood .' .139 

Ctpbifbdhtm PuBHBOKi'a, Large yeitow Ladiei' sl^er 143 

DioaooHEA ViLLOSA, Colic voof 146 and 435 

Sbiqsbd^ Canadense, Canada fieorbane 160 

ERYBQxiJu.tAQC'^iici;!!, Bidton make root , 156 

EdpatobiUh i^0ia4^pii(,, Tf%ite snake root 157 

EnFATORini pESFOtiait™, Sonesel 158 

Edfatorhim Pdbpdebdm, Q»«e» of the Meadow 165 

Edfhohbia Cobollata, Millc tceed. Sparge ..167 

Gelsbkimpm Sekpek Vibeks, rrfZoB? Jessamine ....178 

OossiPiuM, Cotton plant 217 

Hauamehs Viruihica, Witch Hazd 221 

Heloitiab DioiCA, False Vhieom root 237 

Hyosasiis Cahadehsis, Goldm SecU 247 

Iris Versicolor, Sltie Flag 263 

Ieftandhia ViRoiNioA, JSteJ root 284 

Ndphar Luiba, Small jlowered yeUou) potid-lili/ 302 

Phytolacca Deoandsa, Poke 807 

PoDOPHYLiDM Peltatcm, Mandrake 827 

PoLYOoNDW HruBOPiFSK, Smart-Weed 351 

BirHBx: Oribpos, YiUoiB dock 854 

Sansdinaria Cahadensis, Shod root 868 

Sahracenia Pdkpohea, Hantsmm'a Cup 384 

ScuTELLAKiA Latbrifolia, SckII fop 3(!9 

Senecio Graoilis, Life root 890 

SiLPniDJi LiciNiATDM, Compaai meed 395 

Sticta PuLMOHARia, LunffiOort 896 

Trillium Phnddlcm, Sirih root 403 

Veratruk NiBiDs, Ammcan Hellebore 408 

Xamthokylhh Fraxinbuh, PricBj/ ash 429 
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DIRECTIONS TO rHARMACEUTISTS. 



Ail the tnedi mes treited of m tlii? book can be prepaied in 
TiNcTuRR, and this form w generally preferable 

.Dallas Gldbra, ^seidus Hippoe tatanvm, n/nil Arn/m TnphyBvm, 
are also frequentlj req^aired in form of Tritub4tiom Triiuratjons are 
also made of the Besmoids Ahti-M, Aedeped/m,, Bripttsm, Cavl^i^pliyUin, Coram, 
Cypripedm, Jhoecoiem, Ev/patormi, EuparpuTvn, GelsemtJi/m, HydimtMi, Innn, 
Phytdacam, Sangvinarvii, Smeoumt/ri, ThiStii, and Xaidlmxyhn 

Some hvta prepared tinotoreB of tlie leainotds, such, as Alettin, 
BiptiRin Oaulophyllin, etc , etc , hut these are very unrelnble pre- 
parations They will never produce all the aymptflma upon the heilthr, 
that the tinctures made directly from the fie-sh pKnta will devclcp, 
and aie consequently not as potent fur the cure of dieease The 
tinctures should he prepared fiom freih plants ^athcrel during their 
tune of flowenng, soon afte" the dow has dried off ind when they 
are fiee from dugt They ehoulil bo CDllected whert indigenous, and 
fbould not be made fium eultivttpl plmtt 

"We mike use uf 

Roots Aletiis, Apucjnum a, Apoi^ynum e, Arum t AHclepias a, 
Asclepias t , Cwlophvllum, Cunicifuga Oollinsoma, Cjpnpcdium, Dios- 
corea, Engeron caru, Brjngram, Euphorbi* c, Eup^tonvm aromat, Eupi 
tonum purp , Gelsemmnm, Gossipium, IleloniTi, JTydiastis c, tni v, 
Leptandiia, Nuphar 1 , Phitilacca Podophylluni Rume\ c Singumana, 
Silphium, Tiillium p, Vtiatrum yiride 

'Whole Plants Baptitia, Ohimaphila u, Eupatomira ptrf, Poll 
gonum hjd , Sarracenia, Scutellaria 1 , Seneoio g '*ticta p 

Nuts ^EicuIue glabra, 51>culus hyppccastanum 

Barks. Comus c, CornuK f.^ Hamamehs v., Xanthosyliim f. 
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jESCDMS GIABKA (OHIOENSIS). 

(Baelteye,') 

This tree is so well known, that it does not need description. 
It grows on the banks of streama, in rich alluvial soils. The fruit 
contMns its most active poisonous principles, although the leaves, 
bark, and roots possess active toxical powers. 

It is often eaten by domestic animals ; cattle, in particular, are apt 
to partake freely of the fruit. In my boyhood, I have seen a great 
many cowe fall victims to their careless imprudence in diet. Even 
when a student of medicine, I have witnessed deaths in cattle from 
its effects ; and it ia a matter of sincere regret, now, that I did not 
make a eai'efnl post Tnortem examination of the animals. The gen- 
eral symptoms exhibited in cases of poisoning in animals may be 
summed np a« follows : 

1. Distention of the stomach and abdomen ; staggering ; reel- 
ing ; apparent loss of sight ; constipation. 

2. Falling ; paralysb of the hinder extremities ; " Palsy ; wry 
neck ; convulsions ; fixed eyes, and death." 

There have been cases of poisoning in men and children, who 
ate of this fruit, but I have not been able to obtEun any account of 
the symptoms exhibited. Two of my pupils onee attempted to 
prove the Buckeye, but did not continue the experiments, on 
account of the apparent gravity of the tew symptoms which mani- 



It caused — 

1. Vertigo, severe, with reeling like drunken men; vertigo 
with nausea / vert^o with diomesB of sight ; fullness and heavi- 
ness of the head ; confusion of ideas ; a confused stupor ; " thick- 
ness" of speech ; loathing of food ; nausea ; cramp in the stomach ; 
sensation of fullness of the stomach. 

2. Great weakness ; trembling of the lower limbs ; a strong 
tendency to contractions of the legs ; constipation. 

It seems to stand in relation both to Opium and Nux vomica, — 
possessing some of the narcotic properties of the foi'mer, and the 
cerebro-spinal affinities of the latter. It may be called a oerebro- 
spm<d irritant. 

The fruit is used to stupefy fish, by the Indians — a decoction of 
the nut is tlirown iuto the Witter. 
3 
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Dr. McDowell, who tested the properties of the rind of the 
fruit, says, " Ten grains of it are equivalent to three grains of 
Opium." 

The following theoretical and ollnieal remarks are all that we 
bave to offer in relation to this medicine : 

1. It should prove curative in some forms of vertigo, conges- 
tion or gastric cephalalgia, dyspepsia, nausea, vomiting and consti- 
pation, 

2, In some severe brain affections tho symptom "wry neck" 
, in animals is quite suggestive. Wry neck is not always a rheu- 
matic affection. It may arise from irritation at the base of the 
br^Q, or in the cervical region of the cord. It is a symptom of 
tubereular meningitis, apoplexy, meningitis, and many other brain 
diseases. When this symptom occura, doi'ing these affections, the 
jEscuIus glabra will be indicated. 

It will probably prove useful in paralysis of the lower extremi- 
ties, when Nux vomica fails to cure. 

It has been used in the treatment of some typhoid symptoms. 

Bnt ita principal use up to this time has been in hemoiThoidal 
affections. It is a popalar belief with many of the conntry people 
in Ohio, that the frmt of the Buckeye, carried in the pocket, or 
worn as au amulet, will act as a prophylactic and curative remedy 
against the piles. 

Dr. Hill (Surgery, p. 371,) says, "A number of cures have 
been reported to us, effected by the use of the Buckeye, taken in 
rq)eated smsdl doses." 

Dr. J. S. Douglas considers it quite specific in some severe 
hemorrhoidal diseases, 

I have prescribed it in constipation and piles, and in spmo 
instances got good effects from its use ; in other cases it did not 
seem to cause any curative action. I gave the 1-lOth and 1-lOOth 
dilution. 



jESCIILUS hippocastanum.* 

iSorse-C'hsstnwt.) 
BY H. M. PAINBj M. D. 

History. — The horse-chestnut is a highly ornamental tree, and 
is greatly admired for its majestic proportions, and for the beauty 
of its flowers and foliage. It grows rapidly, and 'often attains the 
height of forty or fifty feet. It is a native of middle Asia, but flour- 
ishes well in the temperate climates of both hemispheres. Its genus 
comprises about twelve known species, the genus assculus, however, 

*Altlioiigli tli8 .Ssculna hippoCMtJinum !a not IndleenonB to tills oonntry, yet, aa It 
ii8B boea DalnraliMd, and prgven by Amepinan ph jaioiaiiB, I hare Uiought best to inoludB it 
In tlila work. It Is a near anaiog^e of the-^lscBlns glabra, and will doubtleee pTove a vainable 
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is incomparably the finest, and is tbe only one fonnd in the North- 
era States, and this even is not indigenons in N"ew England, 

It was introduced iato Enrope nearly three centuries ago by 
Baron Ungnad, ambassador of ^be Ottoman Porte, who, in the year 
1576, sent the seeds of the commoa horse-ebestnat to Olausius, at 
Vienna. It is now extensively oultivated as an ornamental tree in 
Euj'Ope aa well as in this couxitry. 

The name fesculas was originally applied to a species of oak, 
also to a tree which bore esculent fruit, and probably is derived 
from esca— ^" food." It was transferred to this genus by Linnseus 
to the exclusion of the earlier and more appropriate name of " hip- 
pocaetanum" {horas-chestnui), on account of the reaemblauee of 
the large seeds lo chestnuts, and because the Turks often grind 
them into a coarse flour, which is mixed with other food, and given 
to horses which are broken-winded. 

In the Southern and Western States there are several species, 
which bear the name of buckeye, from a resemblance of the seeds 
to the eye of tba:t animal. 

BoTAMiCAi. Descbiption. — In the language of flowers this ti-ee 
symbolizes luxury. 

The beauty of the horse-chestiint consists chiefly in its infiores- 
oence — surpassing that of almost all our native trees; the huge 
clusters of gay blossoms, which every spring are distributed with 
such luxnriauce and profusion over tbe surface of the foliage, and 
at the extremity of the branches, give the whole tree the aspect 
of some monster flower, than of an ordinary tree of the largest 
size. Early in June this beautiful tree puts forth large pyramidal 
racemes or thyrses of flowers, of pink and white, mottled with red 
and yellow — finely contrasting with the dark green of its foliage, 
which has great grandeur and richness in its depth of hue and 
massiveness of ouHine. 

Okdbb„ — Hippocastanacaa (sapindacefe. Gray,) ; genua, fflsculus; 
species, hippo castanum. leaves opposite, digitate, of seven 
obovate-cunate, acute, toothed leaflets, serrate and straigbt-veined. 
JFlowers showy, in large terminal thyrsoid racemes or panicles ; 
pedicels articulated. Caiyx campanulate of five united sepals. 
Corolla spreading white, spotted with purple aad yellow, and com- 
posed of four or five petals, which are irregular, unguiculate, and 
nearly hypogynous. Stamens usually seven, unequal, inserted on 
the hypogynous disc. Ovary large, round, echinate when young, 
dehiscent, loculicidai, three cornered, three celled, crowned with a 
single filiform, conicaJ style, containing two ovules in each cell, 
only one of all of which, sometimes two or even three matures. 
These seeds ai'e very large, shining, roundish, coriaceocs, mahog- 
any-colored, with a broad, round, pale hilum, without albumen. ■ 

The^souluB Ohioensis (Ohio buck-eye) differs from the E^eulua 
hippocastanum in having, jtne leaflets — stamens red, curved, much 
longer than the corolla, which consists of fov^ upright yellow 
petals. Fruit prickly when young, but smooth at maturity, about 
half the size of the hippocastanum. This tree is small in size, 
1 unpleasant odor, particularly while in flower. 
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Medicinal Peopeeties, — Tho timter is not valuable. The 
large farinaceous seeds contain a considerable amount of 
nourishment, which is rendered nnavailable, becanse of . the 
intensely bitter and narcotic principle with which they are 
charged. Common horse-chestnuts, nevertheless, with some 
precautions, are largely and advantageously used in Switzerland 
for fattening sheep. They are also eaten e^erly by deer, 
horses and oxen. Starch prepared from them, is superior to 
that of wheat, and excels as an article of diet, that of the potato. 
Paste prepared from them is preferable to any other, not only be- 
cause possessing great tenacity, but also from the faet, that no 
moths or vermin will attack anything cemented with it. They 
have been recommended as a substitute for coffee. They contain 
sparingly a aaponaceous principle. 

The yoiiDg leaves are aromatic, and have been used instead of 
hops in brewing beer. 

The roots contain a mucil^inows and saponaceous matter, 
which ia thought to be poisonous. Active and poisonous proper- 
ties prevail in the root, seeds, bark and foliage. 

The bark has little odor, but an astringent and bitter, though 
not disagreeable taste. It contains, among other ingredients, bitter 
extractive and tannin, and imparts its virtues to boiling water. Its 
active constituent is supposed to be tannin, hence it has been 
employed in tanning. It ia recommended as a tonic, astringent, nar- 
cotic, and antiseptic; in fevers as a febrifuge, for gangrene, and as 
an errhine, A strong decoction is recommended as a lotion to gan- 
grenous ulcers. 

It has attracted much attention in Europe, as a substitute for 
Cinchona, although it certMnly cannot be considered comparable to 
Peruvian Bark in its power over intermittenta. It is at present 
seldom naed, and never in this country. The bark of the branches 
from three to five years old is considered the best. It should be 
collected' in spring. 

The powdered kernel snufied up the nostrils produces sneezing, 
and has been used with advantage as a sternutatory in complaints 
of the head and eyes. In Europe the oil at present is a fashiona- 
ble remedy for gout and rheumatism. Maceration in an alkaline 
solution removes the bitter principle, .^sculine is the name given 
to the extractive, matter. 

Hahnemann thus speaks of it : " We cfin, from the morbid 
effecis which the bark is able to produce, form a just estimate of 
its medicinal powers, and determine whether it is suitable for pure 
intermittent fever, or some of its varieties. The sole phenomenon 
we know belonging to it is, that it produces a constrictive feeling 
in the chest. It will accordingly be found useful in (periodical) 
spasmodic asthma." 

Digest of Bymptoms. — The following digest of the symptoms 
have been an-anged from provings made by Dr. Woodward 
Warren, and by Dr. O. A. Buchmanu, upon himself and six other 
persons — four females and three males, all in middle life : 
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In each instance the mother tincture or crude drug was em- 
ployed, in dosea of from five drops to twenty grains. 

Dr. Bxicliinann introduces the provings in the following words : 
" Horse-cbestouta have been occasionally used as a popular remedy, 
and the favorable results heard from their nse in glandular swellings 
of horses, in chronic cata.iThs of the respiratory passages and of 
the intestinal canal, detei-mined me to undeitake a careful proving 
of them on the healthy, in order to ascertain if their vaunted cura- 
tive powers were on the homfeopathie principle."* 

Symptoms.— ^Compiled from eighteen provings, by eight persons. 
The figures represent the number of times the preceding symptom 
was mentioned- by the provers. 

fieneral Symptoms. — Feeling of extreme illness. Great weakness. 
Tottei-a when waiting (^). Weariness (3). Fatigued feeling, 
as from a long walk. Sensation as if she would faint. General 
feeling of malaise. 

Duration of action, from two to six hours. 

Sleep. — Inclination to sleep. Yawning and stiipeiying sleepi- 
ness. Constant yawning (2). Falls asleep when sifting. Sleep 
for a quarter of an honr. Slept well. 

Fever. — Chilliness and goose-skin. Attack of rigor, lasting ten 
minutes. Cannot get warm. Rigor for half an hour. Rigors. 
General perspiration. Heal in the whole body. 

Sensorimn. — On waking cannot recognize what she sees ; 
knows not where she is ; nor whence come the objects about her 
(2). Inward cheerfalness and placidity of temper. 

Head. — Feeling as if a board were on the head. Aching in 
the forehead. Feeling as during a cold in the head. Sensation as 
if intoxicated. Confusion of the head (2). Giddiness. Veildgo, 
■with sensation of balancing in the head. Formication in the front 
of the temple. Heaviness in the head. Heat in the head and eyes. 
Headache over the left eye (2). Headache over the right eye. 
Dull pains in the head, here and there, chiefly in the right temple 
and occiput, followed by dull stitches in the forehead and left tem- 
ple. Dull pressure in the forehead. Throbbing in the right frontal 
eminence. Fine stitches in the left temple. Dull pain m the left 
temple. Sharp pressing pain in the right temple. Dull stupefying 
pain in the head. Dull pain in the occiput (3), Bruised feeling in 
the occiput. Heat in the integuments of the occiput (3). Heat 
extending from the occiput to the ears (2). 

Eyes.— Burning in the internal canthi. Burning and stingmg 
deep in the. left orbit, as if the pain surrounded the eye-ball. 
Weight and heat in the eyes. Coldness in the left eye. Jerking 
in the right eye. Quivering of the lids. Lachrymation (2). Flick- 
ering before the eyes (2). Can see well at a distance ; can read 
without spectacles, which she could not do before. 

Bara.— Burning of the ears. Heat in the occiput, extending to 
the ears. 

Hose. — Severe fluent coiyza (8). Burning in {he nostril. Raw 
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feeling throngliout the whole nasal cavity. The nasal mucus 
becomes watery. Thin mucus from the nose, causing a frequent use 
of the pocket-hand kerchief. Dry feeling and sensation of heat in 
the nose, especially its point, as when a severe coryza is about to 
come on. Disposition to sneeze. Feeling as after having taken a 
pioch of snuff. Formication in the nose (3). Sensitiveness of the 
nasal mucoas membrane to the respired air (3). The respired air 
caases a feeling of coldness in the nose (2). Drawing in the right 
nostril, as in violent coryza. Twisting sensation in the front part 
of the nose. Shooting psun in the head, 

Face — Loots ill. Pale miserable appearance (2). Flying heat 
and redness of the left side of the face(,2). Burning in the left 
cheek. 

Mouth— The taste was something like that of aloes. Bitter taste 
(3). Coppery taste, acting as an astringent in the moutli and 
(Esophagus ; at first bitter, tben sweet. Sweetish taste (6), sts after 
taking Dulcamara — like liqnorioe. Buniing in the month (3). 
Biting and stinging at the lip of the tongue. Increased flow of 
saliva (9), producing an inclination to swallow. 

lliroat. — Contractive pain in the throat (2). Sort of constricted 
scraped sensation, causing a disposition to hawk. Irritation in the 
throat and cesophagos. All the throat was excoriated and con- 
stricted. Dryness and contraction of the thi'oat. Dryness in the 
throat. Burning in the throat (12), like fire, when ewsjlowing; at 
one time slight, then severe; with raw feeling. Constant shooting 
and raw pain in the throat. Scraping sensation in the throat. The 
mucns in the throat becomes thinnei'. Hawking of thick (2), after- 
wards watery mucus. Frequent call to expectorate mucus, which 
becomes watery. The mucus in the throat excites a cough. Tick- 
ling in the throat (2), Gauging a cough. Inclination to swallow. 
Formication in the fauces. Dull pressing and pricking in the 
fauces. Biting and stinging pain in the fauces. Stmging and burn- 
ing in the soft palate and posterior nares. Increased pain in the 
throat, ailer eating a gi'ape. 

Stomaeli. — Kausea (15). Retching (2). Inclination to vomit. 
Violent vomiting. Burning in the stomach (4). Heart-burn for 
half an hour. "Water-brash. Eructations of wmd (16) ; of mucus; 
of thick mucus ; of viscid mucus (3) ; empty eructations. Flying 
beat before the ernctation. FoUness of the stomach (3). Periodi- 
cal tightness in the sprobiculus cordis, with labored breathing. 
Twisting in the scrobicults cordis. Aching and rumbling in the 
stomach. Cutting stomach-ache. The aching in the stomach 
extends. Comfortable feeling in the stomach. Hunger, 

AMonien.— Constricted feeling in the bowels. Cramp-like con- 
striction in the bowels, followed by stool (the fourth time). Grip- 
ing in the bowels (2). Cramps in the bowels. Motions, preceded 
by pain in the bowels. Pinching below the navel. Fine pricking 
pains around the umbilicus. Pain from the bowels to the small of 
the back. Burning in the bowels. Pressing downwards in the 
abdomen. Rumbling in the bowels, half an hour, without pain. 
Distention of the abdomen. Pain ui the hypochondria, through to 
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the back, especially on inspiration. Toai-ing pain in the right aide, 
above the hip, deeply seated, Coiie, with piucbing paina in the 
j^j/Ai hypochondrium. Stitches in the rig'AJhypoohondrium. Stitches 
io the left side. Fine stitching in the left hypochondrium. Cut- 
ting in the left inguinal region. Rumbling in the hypogastrium. 

Stools.— Eructation? of wind, with desii-e to go to stool. Three 
moderate ftecal evacuations half an hour after taking the drug. 
Four loose evacuations within a quarter of ail hour. lu two hours 
several thin evacuations. In two hoars after taking the drug, two 
moderate evacuations. Constant urging to stool, after two hours. 
Pressure in the rectum, with desire to go to stool. Ineffectual 
effortsto stoo!. Dilfiealt scanty stool. Difficult hard stool, followed 
by burning and cooetriution in the rectum. Conetriction in the 
rectum (2). Itching in the anus (2); with raw feeling. Stool of 
a mixed character. Two liqnid motions, preceded by griping. 
Motions preceded by pinching in the bowds. Frequent expulsion 
of flatus (2.) The usual stool did not take place (2), 

Crioe, — Shoots in the ori6ce of the urethra. Call to urinate. 
On two occasions, at short intervals, urging to urinate. 

flenltal Organs- — Leucorrhcea. Burning in the mammae. 

larynx.— -Hoarse voice; speaking brings on a cough. Short 
cough, increased by swallowing and breathmg deeply. The mucus 
in the throat excites a cough (3). Tickling io the larynx, causing 
a cough with mucus expectoration. Cough from irritation. Dry 
cough. Repeated cough. Dryness in the larynx. Frequent call 
to expectorate mucus, which becomes watery. Pressure in the 
throat-pit, as if something had stuck there which required to be 



LQDgs. — Hot feeling in the chest, with cold rising up (2). Burn- 
iug and heat in the chest. Raw feeling in the throat and chest (2). 
Warm feeling in the chest. Shooting pain in the sternum. Fains 
in the sternum, as If a piece were torn out of the chest. Sudden 
stitches throughout the chest. Pains in the right scapula, and in 
the left side of the chest, increased on inspiration. Rheumatic pain 
in the right scapula. On the right side of the chest a sensation as 
if the lung painfully moved up and down at each respiration (2). 
Increase of the pain on drawing a deep inspiration. Pain in the 
chest, alternating with pain in the abdomen. Stitches leave the 
left side of the chest and go to the right. Twitching from the 
chest to the left shoulder. Tightness in the chest (6), Labored 
breathing (2), Palpitation of the^heart (4) ; severe, periodic, fre- 
quent, with great anguish. 

ITpper Extremities. — The arm and hand of the left side become 
strikingly warmer, and feel as if they were heavier and swollen. 
Heat in the shoulders. Burning in the palms of the hands and 
soles of the feet. Constant jerking in the right arm. Paralysis of 
the right arm — cannot raise it. 

Back. — Pains in the, small of the hack, and lame feeling. Pain 
extending from the abdomen to the small of the back (2), Weari- 
ness in the small of the hack. Tearing pain in the back. Lame- 
ness and sensation at if strained iii the right lumbar region, extend- 
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ing to the ^uteal muscles. Heat in tlie back of the iicck and 
ehouldei-B. Weariness in tUo baek of tlie neck. Lameness in the 
back of the neck (2). 



SUMMAKY. 

General SymplDms. — WeariEese, flatness. 

Sleep. — SleepiaesH. 

Pever,— Rigors; chills. 

Head. — Confased, dull, aching pain, as if from a cold. 

Byes. — Burning heat, as if from a cold. 

Mose. — Severe Jiuent voryza. 

Month. — Increased JIow of saliva. 

fbroat.— Burning / Tma ; stinging ; dryness. 

^tojo.wli.—^uctations ; nausea. 

Stools. — Diarrhcm; bwming, constriction, pressure, tenemvtts, 
and itching in the rectum, indicate the utility of this drug in 
hcemorr/ioids. 

L&rsas..— laryngitis f 

lungs. — Bronchitis ? Asthma f Palpitation ? 

Back. — Pains and lameness in the small of the back. 

These symptoms indicate a wide range of inflaence. Thoy 
exhibit decided action upon the mucous surface of the airpaseages, 
upon the stomach, bowels, and rectum. 

The chills and rigors, stupifying sleep, confusion and dullness of 
the head, congestion of the liver and spleen, palpitation and 
impeded respiration, indicate an accumulation of blood in the central 
parts of the organism. 

The burning in the eyes, fluent coryza, water in the mouth, 
burning in the throat, nausea and eructations, the evident bronchi- 
tis, and hemorrhoidal disturbance, indicate congestion of the cap- 
pillary vesseEs, chiefly, we believe, venous congestion. 

Dr. Buchmann thus concludes hia article : " I trust these prov- 
ings may induce othere to institnte more provings, and to tost tho 
thei'apeutic action of this drug. I may merely add, that I have 
snoceeded in curing radically a chronic cough with emaciation — 
which had long been treated without effect — by daily administra- 
tion of as much powdered cheatnnt as would lie oil the point of a 
knife ; and that I have heard from persons on whom I could rely, 
of the rapid cure of a chronic diarrhwa, in which many remedies 
have been used in vain, by a single dose of powdered, horse-chest- 
nut." 

Let these abundant evidences of its usefulness become an 
incentive to renewed diligence in developing and perfecting the path- 
ogenesis of this important remedy. 

It is usually prepared by grating the nut, after removing the 
ehell. When dry It can easily be reduced to a fine powder. Tri- 
turations are made , as of any other homffiopathic remedy. [It is 
also prepared Ib the form of tincture. — Ed.] 
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PROVINGS. 



Bead Ufore l/is Oneida Gmmtg Sattt. Med. Saeiety. 

August 24, Took ton grsuns of the first decimal tritura- 
tion at 9 A. HI, Hausea immediately. Constant desire to swallow, 
with feehng of dryness and stiffne^ of the throat when swallowing. 

August 38. At 11 A. M., took ten gmns of the same prepara- 
tion. Nausea immediately. Constant nausea. Feeling of dryness 
and roughness of the throat, as if from taking cold. 

At 5 p. M., took ten grains more. Nausea, For two following 
days, constant tendency to diarih<ea. Almost constant inclination 
to stool, but without any, or very slight evaeaations. 

September 12. At 9 A. M, took ten grains of the same prepa- 
ration, Nausea immediately. Sick feeling in the stomach sUl day, 
with increase of appetite. 

At 4 p. M., took ten grains more. Nausea, Salivation. Metallic 
taste in the mooth. Sensation and dryness of the rectnm. 

At 8 V. M., took ten gi-ains more. Nausea. The thought of 
the medicine ia unbeai'able. Dryness of the throat. Dryness and 
itching in the rectom, with feeling of stiffness of the skin and adja- 
cent cellular tissue, continaing for several days. 

September 24. At 3 p. m., took ten grains. Nausea imme- 
diately. Diarrhea for twenty-four hours following. 

September 26. At 4 p. m^ took ten grains. Nausea imme- 
diately, Ipcrease of saliva. The taste of the drug remdned in 
the mouth several hours. Diarrhcea of ingest-a. For several days 
following there was a sensation as if the mucous membrane of the 
rectum was thickened, obstructing the passage of ffeees. Dryness 
of the passage for several days, followed by a secretion of moisture. 
Soreness of the rectum, with a feeling as if something would pass 
ofF all the time I induced several other persons to make a few 
trials, bat with no result except inereased salivation. 

October 8. At 3 p. m., took ten grains of the first decimal tri- 
turation. Nausea immediately, and continuing all the afternoon. 
Dryness of the throat. Dryness of the rectum. 

October 4. At 1 p. m., took ten gi'ains. Nausea. Increase of 
saUva. Dryness of the larynx, with tickling, scraping feeling of 
the laryngo-pharyngeal mucous membrane. Sensation of swelling 
of the nasal mucous membrane, as if from taking cold. Sneezing. 

October 5. At 9 a, m., took ten grains. Sensation of dryness 
and stiffness of the glottis, and all the phai^ago-laiyngcal mucous 
membrane. Slight nausea. 

At 2 p. M,, took ten grains. Inorease of the dry feeling in the 
throat, followed by secretion of mucoirs, quite like the second stage 
of catarrh. Dry uncomfortable feeling in the rectum, which feels 
as if it were filled with small sticks. 

October 6. At 2 p. m., toolt ten grains. Painful dryness of 
the throat, lasting six hours. Feeling of prostration of the whole 
system. Great repugnance to the drug. 
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October 1. At 10 a. m., took ten grains. Nausea, Increase of 
the saliva. At 4 p. m., took ten grains. Naaaea.- Desire for a 
passage from the bowels without result. Desire to remsun at stool 
a long time, with strdning. Excessive dryness of the rectum, with 
feeling of heat. At 9 p.m., took ten grains. Nausea immediately, 
with ineffectual attempts to evacuate the bowels. Feeling in the 
rectum as though foids of the mucous membrane obstrueted the 
passage, and as if, were the effort continued, the rectum would 
protrude. 

October 10. There has been during the past three days sore- 
ness in the rectum, with increased secretion of mucus, R'equent 
inclination for and ineffectual effoi-te at stool. At 3 p. m., took ten 
grains. Nausea as soon as the drag was taken. At 8 p, m, took 
ten grains. Nausea. 

October 11. Early in the morning a feeling of emptiness and 
gnawing in the stomach. At 10 a. m., took ten grains. Nausea. 
Diyness of the throat after eating. After eating the stomach feels 
full, as if the walls were greatly thickened. Considerable pain in 
the stomach for four or five hours after eating, which continues 
until after taking food again. Dyspepsia. Quite severe pain in 
the right side of the head above the temple. Metallic taste in the 
mouth. Increase of secretion from the submaxillary glands. Good 
appetite. DiTueas and soreness of the rectum. At 3 p. m., took 
ten grains. Soreness of the tip of the tongue, like that produced 
by ulcers. Thinking of the drug alwajfs produces nausea. The 
dryness of the rectum is followed by increased eecretiop of mu- 
cus. 

IfKOVING BY W. WAEBEH, M. D^ OF DEBBFIELD, N. Y. 
Esad hefare the Oneida Counli) Hottvuttpathie Medical Society. 

Dr. Woodward Waekbn, aged thirty-six,, nervo-bilious tem- 
perament, subject to bilious and gastric derangements. 

May 22. Took two grains of first decimal trituration at 
4 p. M. In half an hour felt a dull, pressing and pricking in the 
fauces, with a sensation of fullness in the epigastrium, with enipty 
eructations, followed immediately by burning in the stomach and 
bowels. At 4,45, dull pains in the head, here smd there, but pi-inci- 
pally in the right temple and occiput, followed by dull stitches in 
the forehead and temple. At 5.30, colic, with pinching p^ns in 
the right hypochrondi-ium ; empty eructations. At 8.30, fine, 
pricking pains around the umbilicus. 

May 29. Took two grains of second decimal trituration at 2 
p. M. At 2.25, felt a dull pressure in the forehead, wjth a slight 
feeling of nausea in the stomach, followed immediately by stitches 
in the right hypochondriam. At 2.45, bruised feeling in the occi- 
put, with feeling of lameness in the back of the neck. At 3i30, 
pressure in the rectum with inclination to stool, with empty eructa- 
tions. At 4,45, ineffectual efforts to stool. At 8.25, feeling of con- 
Bti'iction in the rectum. 

May 30. At 6 a. m., difBcult scanty stool. At 8 a. m., took 
three grains of first decimal trituration. In ten minutes coppery 
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taste in the mouth, with increased flow of saliva. 'At 8.30, tiu]]' 
pain in the occiput, extending to the ears ; fine etitches in the left 
temple, with slight feeling of nausea in the stomach. At 9 o'clock, 
feeling of lameness and weariness in the back of the neck, and 
small of the back. At 10 a, m., empty eructations. 

May 31. Took two grains of second tritnration at 8.30 a. m. 
At 9, copions soft stool, followed by burning, and a feeling of swell- 
ing and constriction in the rectum. At 9.15, empty eruetatione. 
At 9.30, slight burning and nausea in the stomach, with increased 
flow of saliva ; fine stitching in the left hypochondrinm. At e.45, 
confused feeling in the head; giddiness. At 10, dull pain in the 
occiput, with duahes of beat in the integuments of the occiput, 
back of the neck, and shouldera. At 11.25, burning in the ears. 

June 1. Took five graioB of second decimal trituration at 12 
A. M. At 12.30, coppery taste, with Increased flow of saliva, and a 
dull, pressing pain in the left hypoehondrinm. At 12.45, didl pain 
in the left temple ; giddiness and confused feeling in the head ; 
sharp, biting, .and stinging pain in the fauces and tip of the tongue. 
At 1 p. M., rumbling in the hypogastriura, with cutting pains 
around the umbilions.; burning and stinging deep in the left orbit, 
as if the pain surrounded the baD of the eye; with a feeling of cold- 
ness in the eye. At 1,16, heat in the integuments of the ooeipnt, 
extending to the edra. At 1.3C, cutting in the left inguinal region ; 
slight nansea with empty eructations. At 2.30, general feeling of 
malaise, with dull, stopefying feehng in the head. At 4 p. m., ilnlt 
pain in the occiput, and lame feeling in the smalt of the back. 

Junes, At 7 a.m., difBoalt, hard stool, followed by burning 
and feeling of constriction in the reotnm. At 6 a.m., took three 
grains of. second trituration. At 9.46, stinging and burning in the 
soft palate and posterior nares; bitter taste, and increased flow of 
saliva. At 10, vertigo, with sensation of balancing in the head ; 
throbbing in the right frontal eminence. At 10.15, empty eructa- 
tions, with burning in the stomach, and fine, pricking pains around 
the umbilicus. At 10.20, sharp, pressing pain in the right temple. 
At 2 p.ic, lanienesa, and sensation as if strained in the right lumbar 
re^on, extending to the gluteal mnscle. 

. PEOVITra BT H, M. PAINE, M. D., OP CLINTON, N, Y. 
Read before the Oneida Count!/ So'ineopaihic Medkal Socisly. 

September 28. In usual health. Took ten drops of the pure 
alcoholic tincture at 10 p.m. 

September 29, Took ten drops at 10 p. m. 

September 30. Took thirty drops at 10 p. sr. 

October 1. Headache, general, tlirough the whole head. A 
sensation of fullness in all 3ie upper part of the head. Vertigo, 
very annoying all the afternoon. General malaise. 

October 2, Experienced a repetition of similar symptoms again 
to-day. Disappeared after 4 o'clock, p.m. Took forty drops at 
9 p. M. Observed a few minutes after a quick, severe, griping 
pain in tlio epigastric region. It eontiuuod about half an hour. 
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October S, Feel miserably, cross, disiuclination to pei'form any 
labor. Headacbe in the tipper part of the bead. The pain is uni- 
form and constant. The sensation is, that of fnlloess and pressure 
rather than acute pain. Yeitigo, quite troublesome. The above 
symptoms continued tUl toward evening, and theii disappeared. 
At 10 P.M., took forty drops. Experienced a severe griping pain 
in the epigastrium a few minutes after taking the drug. It con- 
■ tinned until I fell asleep—about half, an hour. It extended from 
the stomach to the umbDical region, and appeta-ed to be produced 
by flatus, as there was at the same time quite a perceptible sensa- 
tion of motion in the bowels. 

October 4. Few abnoi-mal sensations to-day. ' No headache. 
Slight veitigo. Took forty drops at 9 p. it. 

October 6. Sore throat, quite troublesome in the forenoon; 
none in the aflemoon. For the first time since commencing the 
proving had rather a difficult stool. Took forty drops at 9 p. m. 

October 1, Slight soreness in the pharynx during the day. 
Rather a difficult stool about noon, followed for aH hour by a slight 
soreness, aching and fullness in the rectum, indicating piles. Took 
fifly drops at 9 p. m. 

The taste of the drug ia at first intensely bitter, and is peculiarly 
unpleasant and nauseous. The bitter taste is soon displaced by a 
■pleasant, sweetish fiavor, very similar to that of ordinary liquorice 
root. This sweet taste remains about an hour. 

Immediately on taking the drug there is a sensation of scrap- 
ing, irritation, or burning, extending from the mouth to the stom- 
a(£. It usually passes off in an bom' or two. It remains longer in 
the stomach than in the throat. 

Another very nnpleasant sensation experienced immediately on 
taking the drug is nansea. It is transient, reoui-ring at shoi-t inter- 
vals, and nsnally dfaappeara in about half an hour. 

Clinical Notes I. P. — Have been subject for several years to 
occasional attacks of hemorrhoids, attended with little hsemor- 
rhage, although considerable pain, aching, swelling, and rigid 
hardness of the rectum. The paroxysms nsually accompany consti- 
pation. The pain commences about an hour after an evacuation, 
and continues from two to sis bom's. 

About ten grains of the crude nut, finely pulverized, were 
placed in a half-ounce vial of aJcohol and water, in equal parts. Of 
this ten or twelve drops were taken nearly every evening for 
about five weeks — commencing August 11, 1860. 

The piles were uniformly relieved after three or four doses. 
Observed on two or three occasions, that when the remedy was 
discontinued for a few days, the symptoms soon returned. It ia 
now four months since all symptoms of the disease disappeared. 
No other effeets were discovered. 

II. H, Had been suffering severely from hiemorrhoids for 

ten or twelve days, with a constipated state of the bowels, and 
severe pain in the tumors — making it very unpleasant to stand on my 
feet or walk. Also more or leas nausea, loss of appetite, tUiTed 
tongue, a sensation of fullness about the navel, flatulent pains in 
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the bowels, and very dark stools. About two weeks previous to 
the attack of bfemorrhoide, had a severe attack of biiions colic, 
which was relieved by Colocynth, Chamomilla, and Mercurius sol. 

On the morning of June 13, 1860, took 20O.pellets of the sixth 
centesimal attenuation of jSseulus. The only symptom referable 
to the drug was imtation of the throat and oesophagns— a sort of 
consti'icted, scraped sensatioii, causing a disposition to hawk, -This 
occurred about an hour after taking the drug, and oontinaed for 
several hours. 

Continued the remedy for several mornings in succession. The 
piles are entirely relieved ; the bowels act regularly ; the a;ppetite 
fair ; nausea and flatulence gone ; and, in short, enjoy my usual 
standard of health. 

Dr. L. B. Wells, of Utica, has employed this remedy in ail c^es 
of haemorrhoids occurring in hia practice djiring the past two yeai-s, 
and generally with very good results. 

Dr. Wm. M. Cuthbeit, in N. A. Jonrnal for February, 1864, 
says : " I proved the dnig to a limited extent on my own peraon, 
not being subject to piles, using the first potency. The effects 
produced being a painful weaJmess of the loins, with dvll, aching 
pain, aecompanied by severe tumors around the anus. These 
symptoms becoming so severe as to interfere with professional 
duties, I was relactantly_ compelled to end the proving, and one 
dose of Nux vomica antidoted in a few hours, all the painful symp- 
toms, since which I have experienced none of them." 

Cases referred to by Dr. Cuthbert : 

1. Man; aged .3'? ; mechanic. One dose of third potency not 
only entirely relieved the piles, but also enabled him to lay off a 
^truss which he had worn for years for an inguinal hernia. 

2. Mra. M. Piles (protruding at times) of ten years' stand- 
ing, cured with three doses. It is now three years since, and she 
has never had any symptoms of it in that time. 

2. Mr. B. External piles. Promptly cured with one dose ; 
Nux vomica never having any effect. 

4. Mr. L. Blind bleeding piles of twenty years' standing, 
cured with three doses, one every two weeks. 

A cerate has been prepared irom the jEscuIus, which has been 
found a very efficacious and convenient exlei-nal application to pile 
tumors. 

PROVING DT W. H, BUET, M. D. 

The following thorough proving by Dr. Burt, of Lyons, 
Iowa, I present to the profession without any clinicil remirks. 
It speaks for itself. The ^sculus h seems likely to prove a val- 
uable remedy.— (Sa^e) ; 

March 14th, 1864. At 10 A. M , took iO gis of the hist dec. 
trituration of the dried nut; 11 a. m, neuralgic pain in the region 
of causality (right) darts towards the left, with i constiictive feel- 
ing of the ekin of the forehead, followed by flying pains m the 
epigastric r^on (lower right lobe of the !i\ei), Lonstuctue feeling 
of the fauces ; 12 m., neuralgic pain in the region of the heart lasted 
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one minnte, with frequent pains in the epigastric re^on. Dull, 
aching pain in the small oi' the back, very much aggravated by 
"walking; 1 p. m^ there has been very frequent neuralgic pains in 
the region of the apex of the heart and stomach, with a severe, dull, 
aching pain in the lumbar region ; 4 p. m., constant, dull, aching 
pain in the small of the back, i^gi'avated by motion — took 20 grs. ; 
5 p, M., slight frontal headache, acrid constrictive feeling in the. 
fauces— there has been freqnent shaip p^ns in the region of the 
apex of the heart and stomaeh, constant, quite severe, aching pain 
from the pit of the stomach to the right lobe of the liver, slight 
back-ache, knees ache severely; 10 p. m., there has been frequent 
flying pains in theforehead and temples, feeling as if something had 
lodged in the fauces that produces a constant inclination to swal- 
low, good deal of distress in the stomach, and flying pains in the 
bowels, very severe and constant backache, knees aobe severely— 
took 20 gra., no stool. 

15th. Called up three times through the night, back ached 
very hard all night, and is stUl aching; 7 a. m^ took20gi's.; 12 
M,, doll frontal headache, fences feeling very diy and constricted, 
burning distress in the stomach, frequent eructations of air, very 
tired and languid, back aches severely; 9 p. m., there has been 
frequent pains in the umbilical and hypogastric regions all. day, but 
they were not very severe, dull backache ; no stool. 

16th, Up most of the night with the sick; very hard and dry 
atool at 7 a. m., followed by colicky pain in the umbihcas, and 
severe cutting pains in the anas. Took 10 grs. at 9 A, Jr. 10:30 — 
For the last hour there has been constant burning distress in the 
epigastric and umbilical regions, with a very severe aobing pain in 
the lumbar region, very painful when trying to walk; occasional 
neuralgic pains in the forehead and apex of the heai-t; dry feeling 
of the fauces with frequent inclination to swallow, 11 a. m,, dull 
frontal headache; severe constrictive feeling of the fauces, with 
fifeqnent inclination to swallow; constant burning distress, with a 
constrictive feeling of the lower pai-t of the chest; frequent pains in 
apes of the heart ; constant dull, aching distress in the umbilical 
region, with a very severe headache ; walking is very painful. 12 — 
Pulse 68, soft and weak ; dull frontal headache, with fluent coryza ; 
, constant burning distress in the stomach ; dull, aching pain in the 
lumbar region ; took 40 grs, 3 p. si., slight frontal headache, with 
great tightness of the skin of the forehead. At 1 p. m. there 
was gi-eat constriction of the fauces, with great irritation of the 
epiglottis that produced a dry hacking cough; does not trouble me 
now; there has been constant burning distress in the stomach and 
bowels, with a severe fluttering sensation in the pit of the stomach, 
lasting five minutes at a time ; came oq five different times ; empty 
ei'cetations; frequent dull aching pains in the right hypochondriac 
region ; dull pains in the umbilicus, sometimes they are very sharp ; 
constant dnll baoltaohe ; weariness in the small of the back ; tearing 
pains in the small of the back and hips when walking ; weariness 
with fidntness at the pit of the stomach. 5 p.'m., dull headache ; 
A'cquent nenralgio pains in the fauces, with frequent inclination to 
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swallow; constant burning distress in the stomach; severe aebing 
pain in the lumbar regioD. 9 f. m.^ — Frequent twitching of the mus- 
cles under the left eye ; stomach and bowels distress me very much. 
] 7th. Won up all night with my wife who has a violent attack 
of diphtheria, compelled to stop ray proving; feeling vei-y much 
prostrated; back achiug violenUy; walking is almost impossible; 
great deare for stool. At 5 a, m^ a very hard and diy knotty 
stool, voided with great difficulty; violent backache all day; almost 
impossible to get up after sitting down. 

18th. Slight backache all day; no stool. 
1 9th. Hard stool, followed by a prolapsed feeling oi' the auus. 
. -SOth. No stool. 
21st. Natural stool. 

22d, Feeling well; took 20 grs. of the pure pulverized n at at 
10:30 A. M. 11a. m, — Severe smarting of the eyes; tongue feel- 
ing as if it had been scalded, with great constriction of the fauces ; 
constant ^dull pain in the region of the navel. 11:45 a. m. — Severe 
nem'algic pain in the region of the heart ; it is so painful that it . 
arrests the breathing; lasted 10. minutes; dull aching pain in the 
right hypochondriac region; back commencing to ache severely. 
12 M. — Dull frontal headache, with a constricted feeling of the skin 
of the forehead; great dryn^s of the faucea, with freqaent incli- 
nation to swallow ; dull burning distress in the stomach ; severe nen- 
ralgic pain in the right inguinal region ; constant backache, affecting 
the sacrum and hips, very much aggravated by walking and stoop- 
ing forward; pulse 70. 3 p. m. — Slight frontal headache ; great 
dryness of the fences ; constant and severe bnrning in the stomach, 
with a very severe backache in the Inmbai' region. 6 p. m. — There 
has been frequent flying p^ns in the forehead and temples all day ; 
fauces feeling constricted, with frequent dull pains on each side of 
the tonsils ; t£ey look very dark and congested ; frequent eructations ; 
constant burning distress in the stomach ; &equent and long, last- 
ing, dull pains in the right hypochondriac region ; dull backache. 
9 p. M. — Great distress in the umbilical and hypogastric regions, 
and a very urgent desire for stool, with rumbling in the bowels; a 
very lai-ge and hard stool, voided with great difficulty, followed by 
severe pains in the anus, with a feeling as if a portion of the anus, 
was protruded, accompanied with dull p^ns in the umbilical and 
hypogastric regions; this feeling lasted all night and until late in 
the morning, with a very severe backache in the lower part of the 
lumbar and sacral regions. 

23d. Slept soundly ; feeling quite well, excepting a feeling as 
if a portion of the anus was prolapsed, with a dull backache; flat 
slimy taste in the mouth. 9 a, m., took 30 gra. 11 a. m. — Fre- 
quent flying pfwns through the temples ; profuse seoi-etion of mnous 
in the nostrils, with ooryza. The acridity in the mouth and fauces 
is very alight ; constant and severe burning distress in the stomach, 
with an inclinatioii to vomit; constai»t dull, aching pain in the right 
hypochondriac region, and region of the gall bladder ; burbing, 
aching distre^ in the nmbilicne ; constant dull pain across the hips 
and saoiTim ; sharp pains in the region of the apex of the heart. 
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3 p. M.—FoeKog very depressed and ]ow ipirited, ooiist-iiit dull, 
burning, aching pain in the epigastric and umbilical rei^ons , the 
greatest pdn is in the pyloric portion of the stomicli, at 4 30 
T. M. took 30 grains, 6 p. m. — Great congestion of the touails 
and soft palate; frequent sharp, neniilgio pains in the region 
of the heart, with a great burning m the same region, con 
stant and very severe bamingin the stomach and bowels, veiy 
bard to endure the burning distress, teelmg fjint and weaL, veiy 
severe backache, worse by motion 9 f m — Frequent flying pnios 
in the temples; constant dull, barmng pain in the pylonc portion 
of the stdmach; constant dall pams m the right hypochondiiac 
region, aggravated by walking ; dull pains in the umbilicus; ven-j 
argent desire for stool. 7 p. m. — Very hard, dry stool, followed by 
pain in. the anus; frequent stitches in the region of the heart ; dull, 
aching pain in the sacrum. 

24th. Slept well, but awoke three times and found I had a 
dull, burning pmn in the etomacb ; sweet, flat, alimy tasto in the 
mouth; tongue very much coated yellow; fauces congested; con- 
stant, dull pain in the oardiao portion of the stomach ; very severe 
pain in the small of the back and hips when getting up, not much 
after moving a minute or so; pulse 76. 10 a, m, — Severe burnmg 
distress in the stomach (superior cardiac portion). Took 80 grs. 12 
M.; pnise 72 ;. constant burning, aching distress in the epigastric 
region, with constant dull, aching pains in the right hypochondriac 
region ; constant dull backache ; frequent pains in the region of 
the apex of the heart and between the shoulders. 2 v. m. — Great 
desire for stool; stool, first part black and hard, the last part 
about the natural conastenee, but almost white as milk, showing 
that the secretion of bile is almost completely suspended; the 
stool was followed by severe tearing pains in tjie anus ; constant 
buraing distress in the epigastric region ; the small of my back 
aches so severely that it is almost impossible to stoop down, or 
to get up when sitting down. 4 p. m., took 40 grs. 6 f. m.— 
Severe congestion of the tonsils and soft palate, with a constant 
aching distress in them; constant aching, burning distress in the 
epigastrium; constant dull, aching distress in the right lower lobe 
of file liver ; the backache is very severe when moving. S p. m. — 
Constant aching distress in the tonsils and fauces, with frequent 
inclination to swallow ; the buraing, aching distress in the epigas- 
trium is almost unendurable, it makes me fe^l very faint and weak; 
constant dull, aching distress in the right lobe of the liver; great pain 
in the back and hips when trying to move ; legs aching severely, 
feehng so weak that I must lie down all the time. 

25th. Slept soundly; feeling so weak, afld my back pains me 
so much when trying to move, that it is with great difficulty 
that I can get upj moving produces violent pains in the sacrum 
and hips; very severe frontal headache; flat, bitter taste in the 
mouth; tongue coated yellowish white; tonsils and soft palate 
very much congested, but no enlargement; constant pain in the 
cardiac portion of the stomach; dull, aching distress in the right 
liver; uiine vei-y high colored ; good deal of dull, aching pain be- 
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tween the shoulders. ] 2 m., have had a very hard fi'ontal heacl- 
ache all day; baok and lege have ached so severely that I was 
compelled to lie down al) the foreuooD; feeling very feverish, hands 
hot and dry ; pulse 66, soft and weab; disposition to stretch and 
yawn all the time; fueling as if I had the ague; great deal of 
distress in the epigaBtrium and liver. 3 p. m.— Feeling yery weary 
and low-spiiited. Took SO grs, 6 p. m. — Oonstant distress in the 
fltoraacb, with freqaent paina through the bowels; back paina 
severely when moving. 9 p. m. — Great desire for stool ; stool about 
natural consistence, followed by a prolapsed feeling of the anus. 

26th. Slept soundly; baok pains me when first moving, other- 
wise feeling well. 10 a.m. — Slight pain in the epigastrium; toot 
80 grs. 11 A. M. — For the last half hour there has been a constant 
dull, aching, burning pain in the region of the heart ; pulse 06, soft 
and regular; constant aching distress in the tonsils ; frequent incli- 
nation to swallow ; constant pain in the stomach and right lower lobe 
of the liver ; very severe pain in the lambo-sacral re^on when stoop- 
ing; dull, aching distress in the dorsal region; teeliog very f^nt 
and weak. S p. m, — Dull pain in the tonsils, with frequent inclina- 
tion to swallow-; the toaaile are congested of a very dark color; 
oonstant dull and very severe aching pain just below the pit of the 
stomach,, which producea a very weak, faint feeling; it is very hard 
to endnre the distress ; constant dull, aching distress in the right 
lobe of the liver, and between the shoulders along the dorsal 
region ; dull pain when moving in the lambar in the lumbar-sacral 
region; frequent rambling in the bowels. 9. p. m, — Stool abont 
natui'al consistence, but very white, showing a great deficiency 
of bile; constant dull pain in the liver and back. 

27th. Slept well; feeling quite well excepting good deal of 

{)ain in the lumbar-sacral region when moving. 7 p. m. — For the 
ast two houra there has been constant very severe pain about 
and just below the pjioiic extremity of the stomach; severe pain 
in the sacrum and hips when moving ; a very dry stool at 9 p. 
M., voided with difficulty ; dull pains in the right lobe of the 
liver and dorsal legion 

28th. Back is feehug very stiff when moving ; dull pains in 
the small of the baok and sacral region ; constant duU, aching pain 
in the right hypochondriac region, with frequent pains in the 
Btomaoh all day, with constant desire for stool; had two soft stools, 
without giving relief to the desire for stool ; feeling very sad. 

39th; Slept well ; constant dull, aching pain in the right lobe 
of the liver all day, with frequent pains in the stomach and bow- 
els, and constant desire to stool; stool at noon very black and 
soft, without relieving the desire for stool. 

April 1st. There is still a good deal of pain in the lumbar 
region, with soft, mushy stooL 

I believe if I had used nothing bat the first trituration it would 
have produced large hemorrhoidal tumors, the large doses that I 
took kept the bowels too loose. Not one of our remedies pro- 
duce so many and so strongly marked symptoms of hemorrhoids 
as the jesoulus. I would also call the attention of our physicians 
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to the powerful effect tesculus has on the liver. I intended to ex- 
periment on animals mtb the ajseulus, but conld not get the time 
to do it, hut hope 1 will soon. It is a remedy that will well 
repay us for all our trouble. W. H. Buiii, M. I). 



ALETRIS FAEINOSA. 

{Umcorn Bool, Stone Grass.) 

This plant is the true Unicorn, as distinguished from the false, 
Helonias dioica. From all accounts it poBSesaea usany properties 
in common with the latter. The root is the officinal part, and b 
with difficulty distinguished from the Helonias. 

Aktrin, or Aletridin, the active principle, is an Oleo-Sesio, 
and ia said to possess the medicinal virtues of the plant. 

Genekal KrrECTs.— No proving of this plant has yet appeared, 
and the clinical experience of our school, is very meagi'e. The 
eclectic school however, speak highly of its value. 

" In the recent state, and in large doses it is considerably narco- 
tic, with emetic and cathartic properties. When dried these 
properties are destroyed, and it becomes a bitter tonic." {King) 

" The aletris is tonic, stomachic, narcotic, disoutient, emetic, ca- 
thartic and expectoraot. In large doses it ia said to prodace 
nausea, vomiting, purging, dizziness and other nnpleasant effects, 
which would seem to indicate that it is possessed of acro-narcotie 
properties." {J. and S. Mat. Med.) " It is believed, that no Ame- 
rican plant exceeds the Aletris, in intense and permanent bitterness. 
In this reject it is not inferior to aloes or qaassia. It seems to 
be a pnre bitter, having also some emetic and cathartic properties. 
As a tonic stomachic, it is not sarpassed by any of our indigenous 
plants, and for this purpose it is extensively employed as a poptilar 
remedy and in regular practice. It has long been held in high 
repute among the Indians. There is some reason to believe, that 
it possesses narcotic properties. Bafineaque, who seems to have 
experimented a good deal with it, says, that " only small doses 
must be used, because large ones produce nausea, dizziness and 
narcotic effects, and that the powdered root should not be given in 
larger doses than twelve grsuns. Its uses are the same as gentian 
and qaasaia. In some parts of the country it is used by botanies 
as a remedy for dropsy, dysentery and cohc. We regard it as an 
alterative tonic, very similar to hydrastin." — {I'rof. Lee.] It is 
highly probable that a thorongh proving of this medicine would 
develop its value, and make it almost an equal with Helonias, or 
perhaps China, although it does not appear to possess the anti- 
periodio propeities of the latter drug. It has, however, some 
reputation in Intermittents, and one of the common names of the 
plant is " ague toot," 
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Special Effeci«. — Sensorlnni, Head* ate- — Vertigo ; dizziness, 
with vomiling ; purging; sleepiness; and even stupefaction. 

Clinical Remarks. — Theoretically, I would saggeat that it 
may be useful in certain congestions of the head, when the above 
symptoms are present. In certain cases of Meningitis, in children 
and adults, the disease is ushered in by a similar train of symptoms. 
A high dilution of the tincture of the fresh root might in such 
cases prove curative. It is highly recommended by Dr. King 
(" Diseases of Females ") in hysteria. 

Oastrle Symptoms — Vomiting; purging; excessive nausea, with 
giddiness, etc. . 

Clinical Restaeks. — Small doses are said to promote the 
appetite and assist digestion.. It is used in cases of flatulent colic. 
It is highly recommended in cases of dyspepsia, with much general 
debility. All drugs which derange the digestive organs are, of 
course, homceopathio to some form of dyspepsia, or gastric dis- 
order. Until we have a proving of AletiTS, the indications for the 
use of this remedy cannot be given. It may, however, be used 
empirically as a demier resort when other remedies foil. A case 
treated by me, may throw some light on its probable sphere of 
action. A lady in the fourth month of pregnancy became very 
much debilitated ; had nausea, but no vomiting ; disgust for all 
food ; the least food caused distress in the stomach ; very consti- 
pated; frequent attacks of fluting, with vertigo ; sleepy all the 
time ; emaciated. I used Pulsatilla, China, Iron, Sepia, Nux vom- 
ica, Ignatia, and many other remedies with no apparent result. 
Disoouraged at the result of my treatment, she declared her inten- 
tion to procure some " bitters.'' She " knew some hitter tonic 
would help her." I happened to have a drachm of Aletridin in the 
office. This I dissolved in four ounces of sherry wine, and ordered 
a teaspoouful three times a day. In a week she came into my ofSce 
excl^ming, "Tour bitters have cured me," The improvement 
was really great, and no other medicine was used. A constant 
pressure and pain in the uterine region was also removed by the 
medicine. la a similar case I have since used the /irst dilution 
with apparent good results. 

Female eeneratire Organs.— Colic in the hypogastrium. Pres- 
sure in the region of the uterus. Labor-like pains at the time of 
the menses. Weight in the uterine region. Premature and pro- 
fuse menses. Abortion. Leucorrhcaa. 

Clinicai, Rbmaeks. — ^The Aletris, is by general consent of 
Edeetic physicians, considered to possess speuiiic relations as a 
curative remedy, on cert^a diseases of the D terns. I quote some 
of the testimony : " The root exerts a tonic or stimidating influ- 
ence upon the reproductive organs of the female. In amenor- 
rhcea, dysraenorrhcBa, and engorged condition of the uterus, it 
will be found of especial benefit, removing the difficulties by 
restoring the uterus to its normal condition. It will also 
be found advantageous in those instances whan there is 
an habitual tendency to abort, not depending upon syphilitic 
taint, or other causes independent of ilie reproductive 
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organs. I haYe found it nseful in prolapsus uteri, and am 
inclined to believe that it exerte a peculiar influence upon the 
ntei'ine ligaments, having cared several severe cases of uterine pro- 
lapsus hy this agent alone, without the aid of any mechanical 
means." — {King''s Obstetrics, page 638,} " The AJetiis is recom- 
mended in diseases peculiar to females, as an article of gi-eat value. 
In cases of frequent abolitions, or when a disposition to abort 
exists, and uterine derangements in general.''— (i/. <£■ S.Mat, Med.) 
If the aletris possesses the power of preventing recurring abor- 
tions, it is certainly worthy our investigation. A fragmentary 
proving even may establish the basis upon wbich this recommenda- 
tion is based. Several physicians have verbally given me their 
testimony in favor of its power of preventing abortion, even after 
pains and hremorrhage had set in, I have been assured that it has 
been iised in domeatio practice, to produce abortion in the early 
months. It is evidently homceopathic to abortion when accom- 
panied by the symptoms named above, as arising from over doses 
of the fresh root ; also in cases which seem to depend upon a want 
of tone in the uterine tissues and genera] system. 



APOCTIUI ASDROSEmOIITJlI, 

{Dog-hane, Milk Weed. Bitter Root.') 

This in an indigenous, perennial, herbaceous plant, from three to 
six feet in height, and abounding in a milky juice which exudes 
when any part of the plant is wounded. The stem is smooth and 
simple below, branched above, usually red on the side exposed to 
the sun, and covered with a tough fibrous bark. It grows in all 
parts of the United States, from Carolina to Canada ; is found along 
fences, in wet places, the skirts of woods, and flowers in June and 
July. The leavM are opposite, petiolate, ovate, acute, entire, 
smooth on both edges and two or three inches long. The flowers 
are white, tinged with red and grow in loose nodding, terminal or 
axillary cymes. The peduncles are furnished with very small acute 
braetes. The tube of the con-olla is larger than the calyx, and its 
border spreading. The fruit consists of a pair of long, linear, acute 
follicles, cont^ning numerons imbricated seeds, attached to a central 
receptacle and each furnished with a long seed-down. The root is 
the part empJoyed, and is large, and like other parts of the plant, 
contaiiis a milky juice. Its taste is unpleasant and extremely 
hitter. 

Great care should be taken not to confound this plant with the 
apooynum cannabinum, which it closely resembles ; for the medicinal 
efieota of thetwo are very different, and the use of the one for the 
other might hazard the lives of our patients. 

The allopathic and eclectic scliools have used it in a crude 
empirical manner, as an emetic, alterative, tonic, aperient, diuretic, 
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detergent, de obstruent, diaphoretic and anthelmintic, &e,, miich aa 
they use other drugs, especially those of whose virtues they know 
the least. 

What little we do know of its real sphere of action, and its 
pathogenetic effects, have been ascertained by Dr. J. H. Henry, a 
Southern homceopathist, who proved it upon himself and two ladies, 
in pretty large doses, ranging from 50 to 1,800 drops of the mother 
tincture, of the fresh root. {The tincture must have been a very 
weak preparation.) All the proves were well when they commenced 
taking th^ medicine, with the exception that one of the ladies had 
suffered from leucorrhcea, and Dr. H. himself had suffered from 
hfemrirrhoids. 

May 14th, — Each person took 50 drops fasting in the moi-ning. 
Two of them felt cramps in the bottoms of the feet ; the third had 
violent heat of the bottoms of the feet, with profuse sweating of the 
whole body. 

May 15th. — Each took 100 drops. All felt cramps and burning 
in the bottoms of the feet, most severely in the right foot, with 
severe joaiw in the joint of the left big toe, and heat in the right leg 
and knee. One of the ladies and Dr. H. complained of great fulness 
and pain in the head, of an indescribable character. The next 
morning the three persons complained of constipation of the 
bowels. 

May 16th. — All took 150 drops, and experienced about the 
same symptoms as on the 15th. Dr. H.'a feet tingling pains in his 
toes, sharp pains. in the middle; trembling of the body in two 
provei-s; most delightful taste in the month of each. Everything 
smelled like honey to Dr. H. All complained of pains in different 
parts of the body, and Dr. H. of much pain in tlie knee and right 
shoitlder. The ladies complained of pain of all the teeth of the 
lower jaw, left side. 

May 17th. — Each took 200 drops. Neither, except Dr. H. felt 
cramps in the bottom of the teet. All experienced symptoms like 
those felt on the 16th; psuns and stiffness in the back of the head 
and neck; dull heavy pain when breathing seeming to go from 
above downward. 

May 18th, — Each took 250 drops. Dr. H, and one of the ladies 
suffeiTed from painful bilious diarrhcea. 

May 19th. — Each took 300 drops, and experienced heaviness of 
the body, with a great desire to sleep; flying ptdnsin diffei-ent parts 
of the system; pain in the head and back of the neck, swollen sensa- 
tions of the face and body, violent itching of body and fiice. 

May 20th.— Each took 850 drops, and experienced alt of the 
above symptoms, with profose flow of clear urine ; pi^lsating paiu in 
baflk of the head, and betw^een the right hand and elbow, consti- 
pation of two peraons; diarrhcea of the third, with much pain and 
rumbling, only two evacuations, but oopious and affording much 

May 21st.— Each took 400 drops and experienced much pain all 
over the headj stiffness of the neck ; pain on turning of the lefl 
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side; itching and burning of the face, mu oh lassitude, frequent piisa- 
ing of clear urine. 

May 32d. — Each took 450 drops, and felt all the previous svmp 
toms, together with great sneezing, twitiihing of ihe face, mohf 
\io\ent pains in all the joints, great itching acd nutation in lelt 
nostril. 

May 23d.— Each took SOO drops. Yiolent pain in the left 
zygomatic process, chilliness, lassitude, heat of head and neik, m 
ability to sleep at night, violent dreams, sleep not lefieshing, pira 
in the lefb groin of a shooting character, 

lilay 24th,— Each took 550 drops. Ladies suffered from profuse 
menstruation, lacting eight days, with violent pressing pain ; other 
symptoms as before. 

May, 26th.— Each took 660 drops. Some efforts to vomit ; pain 
increased in back of neck, and extending to ffoat ; pains severe 
above each wrist. One prover had four bilious evacuations, another 
ten, and another, constipation. 

May 27th. — Each took 1,800 drops. All sick; vomiting, purg- 
ing, great prostration and trembling of the body. 

'i his was truly heroic proving, bringing out boldly the character- 
istic fiymptoms of the drug. 

Oeneral Symptoms. — Nerves of Sensation. — Although the 
remedy produces a great many pains, and pain implies that the 
nervous system is involved, stiU it would seem that these were not 
^mple nervous pains or neuralgias, but rather simulated rheamatic 
or dysoratic psuns. It may prove useful in rheumatic-neuralgias. 

Nbbvbs OF Motion.— It prodaces cramps in the soles of the feet, 
pains and stif&ieas in back and neck, sneezing, twitching of the face, 
etc., yet it seems to act far more specifically upon the fibrous tissues 
and nerves of sensation, than npon those of motion. 

Fever and Inflttuimatlon. — It causes violent heat in the bottoms 
of the feet, with a profuse sweating all over ; heat and pain in the 
toes, legs, and knees. Swollen sensation of the face and body, with 
violent itching of those parts ; pulsatory pain in head and back of 
neck, anil between the right hand and elbow ; chiliness, heat of 
head and neck, so that one cannot sleep at night. 

Clinicai, Rbmabeb. — According to Dr. Henry, it has been 
mnch used in the South, in bilious diseaeea and fevers; in the marsh 
fever of t!ie rice plantations, in yellow fever, in oolds and infiamraa- 
tion of the howela and longs, in dysentery and diavrhtea, of all these 
it seems most horaceopathic to bilious fever, when attended with 
bilious diarrhcea, in rheumatic catarrhs, dysenteries and fevers. 

On the Fibrous Tissues.— This seems to be the great field of its 
action. It has.prodaced cramps in tlie feet, probably in the muscles 
and tendons; greatpaininthe joint of the big toe; heat in the right 
leg and knee ; tingling pains in the toes, pains in different parts of 
the body, but especJEdly in the knco and right shoulder; pains and 
stiffness in back of head and neck; dull heavy pain in the chest 
while breathing ; flying p^ns all over the system ; most violent 
pain in all the joints, etc. 

Clijsicsl RifiMAKKs, — All thfi above prominent symptoms were 
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brought on by tangible doses of the drug. They seem to have been 
specific, for all the provers felt them. 

In Rheumatism and Rheumath Qtyut.—lt is perhaps the most 
homcBopathlo remedy that we are yet acquainted with ; it may be 
most suitable in bilious subjects, or when there is a prominent bilious 
disorder in connection with the rheumatism. It seems to be ab- 
sorbed into the system and to penetrate into the innermost portions 
of the body, similarly to the rheumatic poison, and even to pro- 
duce those critical evacuations from the bowels, skin, liver and kid- 
neys, which terminate an attack of rheumatism; and according to 
the law of " Similia," it ought to be speoiflo for that protean 



Mucous Membranes. — We have no decided proof that it acts 
BpecificaJly upon this tissue, although it produces sneezinjj; and 
itching of nostiils, still it would seem homceopathie to catarrhal 
affections of a rheumatic character. 

Skin. — It causes profuse sweating when taken in large doses ; 
also swollen sensation of the face and body, and itching all over. 
Mid burning itching of face, etc. 

Cmnical RBMAEK8.~It may prove useful in those disagreeable 
perspirations which attend or follow rheumatic fever ; and is cer- 
tainly indicated in prurigo, especialy when attended with derange- 
ment of the liver. 

Head-— Great fullne^ and pain in the head ; nains and stiffness 
in back of head and neck, pain in head and back of neck. Pulsatory 
pain in baok of the head, and between the right band and elbow. 
Pain all over the head with stiffness of the neck. Heat of head and 
neck, and chilliness, lassitude, sleeplessness and troublesome dreams. 
Great pdn in allof ie/i side of head with pain above each wrist. 

Clihical Hemaiiks. — It is homosopathic to bilious, rheumatic, 
and congestive headaches, especially when attended with rheumatic 
pains in other parts, proceeded b^ constipation, followed by 
diarrhcea attended with swelling and itching of the face, and ter- 
minating with profuse flow of urine, or perspiration. It ia also 
indicated in rheumatic or neuralgic hemiorania. 

lyes anA Eais.— No symptoms involving these organs have yet 
been evolved, bat judging from its general affects, it ought to prove 
useful in rheumatic affections of those organs. 

Hose. — With the pains all over, had severe ineezing with great 
itching and irritation in nostri!. Evei-ything amelled like honey. 

Clinical Rbmakks, — With the country people this plant in 
decoction, is considered a specific for worms and verminous fever, 
and in one case I saw good effects from it after Cina and Santonine 
had failed. Its moderate use expelled large quantities of ascarides. 
The above symptoms of the nose, are such as often indicgte the 
presence of worms, 

Taee and l!eetb> — Swollen sensation of the face and body; vio- 
lent itching, of body and face ; itching and bwming of face, Uoitch- 
Mif^ of the face. Pain ia all the teeth of the lotaer Jaw, le/taide. 

Clinical Rhmaiiks. — The sensation of swelling of the face and 
body is also caused by aconite, aud is probably a purely nervous 
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sensation. The itching etc., is like that caused by Opinm and Mor- 
phia, ia probably of a nervous character, not like that caused by 
Mhue, which indicates an impendiog eruption. , The twitching of 
the face and pain in the teeth, point it out as a remedy in those 
rbenmatic neuralgias of a similar character. 

Oaslrlc SymptoiDB. — Most deligJUful taste in the mouth of each. 
Nausea and efl'orts to vomit. Vomiting, purging and great prostra- 
tion. Nausea with constipation, bilious vomiting. 

Clinical Remakkb.-— So uniform is its emetic effects in large 
d(«es, that it was named by the Botanies, American Ipecac. It 
generally caused profuse vomiting of bile. When wo have MUous 
vomiting wit& or without diarrhoea ; bat with pains in the limbs, 
cramps in the feet, etc., then the Apoc. Androa. will prove a specific 
remedy. In cases of gastric irritability and debility from habitual 
biliousness, it will improve the tone of the stomach. 

Stomach and Bowels. — Flying pains in the stomaeh, ftiUness and 
pain in right side, {region of the liver,) with feeling as if something 
would pass the bowels, with slight naasea. Gonetipation (from 
small doses 50 drops,) Bilious and painful dian-h<ea. Dian-hoea 
attended with paui and rnmbUng, but only two large evacuations, 
giving maeh relief; 6S0 drops caused four bilious evacuations in 
one prover, two in another, and constipation in a third ; constipation 
and diarrhcea every alternate day. The largest dose caused sickneaa 
vomiting, purging, prostration, etc. 

Clinical Remakks. — It is indicated in bilions diarrhcea with 
p^n in the bowels and region of the„liver ; in constipation like that 
caused by jaundice when the bile does not find its way into the 
bowels, but is retained in the blood and tissues. It is indicated ia 
bilious headaches ; also in bilious fever, when there is much heat 
and pain in the head, great tendency to drowsiness, or restlessness 
with troublesome dreams, and either bilious diarrhcea or constipa- 
tion, with pains in the limbs. 

ri-lnary Organs.—- Profuse flow of clear urine. Frequent passing 
of clear urine. 

Clinical Rem aeks.— Previous to a bilious attack some peraons 
have pi'ofuse flow of clear, limpid iirine, with chilliness, headache, 
etc. This remedy would seem homceopathic to such symptoms. It 
has been used successfully in dropsy from diseased iiver. 

fienital Organs- — Profuse menstruation lasting eight days, and 
attended with violent pressing down pain. One of the ladies was 
troubled with leucorrhcea before taking the medicine. She was 
cured, and has not since bad a return. 

Frof. Zee says, "The Choctaw Indians use it extensively for the 
cure of venereal afiections, for which they regard it as specific. 
They chew the fresh root, swallowing only the juice. There is no 
doubt of its efficacy in secondary and tertiary syphilis.'' 

Back and Extremities. — It caused severe pains in difierent parts 
of the body, back of the head, arms, legs, feet, shwilder, and vio- 
Imt pains in all the joints. (See " General Symptoms," and 
" Fibrous Tissues." ' 

Clisical Remarks.— No remedy seems more indicated by its 
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lis, for muscular and articular rheumatism, than this. It 
SGeme the analogue of Bryoma, Cimicifuga, Aconite, Phytolacca and 
Colchioum. 



APOCYNDI CAIKABIIUI. 

(^Indiasi Hemp.) 

This' should not be confounded with the A. Androsemifoliuin, 
wMch it resembles only in appearance. The medicinal properties 
of the two are widely different. 

It is a porenaial plant, steins herbaceous, erect, branching, of 
a brown color, and two or throe feel in height ; the leaves are op- 
posite, ovate, oblong, acute at both ends, and somewhat dowoy 
beneath ; the cymes are pedanculate, many flowered and pubescent ; 
the corolla is small and gt'eenish, with a tube not longer than the 
calyx, and with an erect border, the internal parts of the flowers 
are pinkish or purple. The pod, or follicle is &om three to five 
inches long, and resembles the pods of the asoiepiaa syriaca, or com- 
mon salk-weed, but are much smaller. 

The stalk and root abounds in a milky juice which concretes 
into a substance closely resembling caoutchouc. It is the juice 
which contains the active principles. 

The root, which is tbe ofiioinal part, is horizontal, five or mx feet 
in length, about one-third of an inch thick, dividing near the end 
into branches, which tenninate abruptly, of a yeflowiah brown 
color when young, but dark chestnut when oM, of a strong odor, 
and a nauseous, somewhat acrid, and a permanently bitter taste. 

It grows in damp places, by marshy and running sti'eams, and 
is indigenous to nearly every part of the United States. 

The tincture should be dark red and intensely bitter. It is said 
by old authorities to be emetic and cathartic, sometimes diaretie, 
and like other emetic substances, promotes diaphoresis and espeo- 
toration. 

•When it does cause nausea, it is persistent and intense ; it then 
diminishes the frequency of tbe pulse, and appeal's to induce drow- 
siness independently of the exhaustion consequent upon vomiting. 
These crude notions however, convey but a feint idea of the 
qualities of this plant. No thorough and systematic proving of this 
plant has been made. A fragmentary but suggestive proving was 
once made by Dr. Peters. My own observations of its effects, en- 
able me to record many of its pathogenetic symptoms- 

Dr. Peters took half wine-glass fall doses of Hunt's decoction, 
three* times a day — morning, noon and night. For the first few 
days he noticed no perceptible effect, except an increased inclina- 
tion towards constipation. (This decoction must have been very 
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weat, for a table spoonful of a decoction such as I have made, 
woald have acted on him as a powerful cathartic.) He noticed a 
decided scaniineas of wine: occasionally there was some flatulence, 
and slightly uneasy sensation in the bowels. About the fourth 
day, decided distention of the abdomen began to occur. Espe- 
cially after a moderate dinner, all the sense of fuUness seemed 
about the stomach, liver and spleen, while the lower bowels did not 
Beem more flatulent than usual. 

The sense of oppression about the epigastrinm and chest was 
so great, that there was often the greatest difficulty in getting 
breath enough to speak with any comfort, and this happened after 
lighter meala than ordinary. He was confident that his urine di- 
mmished to one-thh-d its usual quantity, but there was no pain or 
uneasiness about the kidneys or bladder, on the contrary these or-' 
gans felt remarkably comfortable ; they seemed simply torpid ; the 
little water that was passed, flowed as easily as if it were oil, and 
there seemed to be but little expulsive power about the bladder. 
The urine was generally of a light golden sherry-yellow color, not 
depositing any sediment on exposure to cold, "Thistorpid action 
of the kidneys was rather peculiar as the weather was severely cold, 
and I was much exposed to it, and in my ordinary state, my kid- 
neys act frequently and rather freely. It is right to add that dur- 
ing the experiment I was growing very stout, and had just recovered 
from fever and ague, which may account for the oppression of the 
chest and flatulence," (I^eters.) This may be, bat his own experi- 
ments afterwards brought on similar symptoms, even when the 
drug was taien in minute doses. The symptoms observed by him 
and others, wiU be found under their appropriate heads. 

Heneral Symptoms.— Weakness, lassitude, "I took for 6 days, 
5 drops, three times daily, of the 3d dilution. No unusual sensa- 
tions were observed until the fifth moi-ning of the proving, when 
on waking we felt a sinking at the stomach, dirneas of the mouth, 
thirst, nausea, Irresistible disposition to sigh, short and unsatisfac- 
tory respiration, short and dry cough, scanty expectoration of white 
mucus. These symptoms continued during the day, and on retir- 
ing, we had in addition unusual heat of the skin, general restless- 
ness and dewre to sleep without the ability to do so. During the 
entire day, urine was natural in quantity, and gave the same color 
to test papers as in health. The night of the fifth was one of great 
restlessness and little sleep. On the morning of the sixth day we 
awoke at about five o'clodt, unrefreshed by our sleep, and with the 
same symptoms as on the fifth day, with the exception of a dimini- 
notion of the quantity of urine. During this day we were unable 
to delect any alteration in the composition of the urine, either by 
test paper or with acids. The symptoms of the seventh day and 
night were a continuation of the sixth, on the eighth day the 
stomach and chest symptoms had diminished, but the urinary se- 
cretion had increased in quantity and much lighter in color than in 
health. On the evening of the eighth day we experienced an un- 
usual heaviness of the head, with dull aching pains in the small of 
the back and limbs. There was no tenderness of the region of the 
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kidneys on pressure, but a sliglit soreness of the parts when bring- 
ing' the musolos iuto action, indicating the muscles as the seat of 
the pains. From the ninth day the symptoms continued very 
gradually to decline nntil the thirteenth day, after which no further 
abnormal phenomena were observed. {Mhroy.) 

Clinicai Remarks. — ^The above fragmentary proving, is a very 
suggestive one. The groups of symptoms resemble those of non- 
inflammatory dropsy, having a rheumatic or oongeative origin. We 
often meet such symptoms in practice, where it is difficult to give 
a satisfaotoiy dis^nosia. Before we can know the real action of apo- 
cynum, we shall have to make pathological pvovinga of the drag. 

In oases of general debility, fi'oru a watery condition of the 
blood and poor digestion, if at the same time there is scaaty urine, 
apocynum ■will restore the strength and tone of the system. 

SKln. — ^Unusual heat of the skin. Cold skm — with nausea, 
vomiting, etc. Copious sweating, 

CuNiCAi Resiaeks. — In neavly all the dropsies, the skin is dry 
and hai-ah. When from natural processes or from the action of 
medicines the skin becomes moist and soft, we may be pretty sure 
that improvement wDl soon follow. Whenever I have been snc- 
ceasful m the use of apocynum, the skin became moist before the 
urinary secretion became more abundant. It has been found use- 
ful in some inveterate eruptions, as psoriasis. 

Sleep, — Desire to sleep without the ability to do so. Great 
restlessness with little sleep at night. On retiring unusual heat of 
skin ; waking unrefreshed about 5 a. m. induces a tendency to 
sleep. Sleepiness with heaviness of the head. 

CtmioAi, Remakes, — ^In nearly all dropsies, especially post- 
scarlatinal, the patient is feverish at night, and very restless. This 
often occurs before the dropsical effiision is noticed. In this stage 
the apocynum will prevent the malady from being established. 

Fever. — TTnusna! heat of the skin with general restlessness and 
desire to sleep with inability to do so — at night. Pulse very slow, 
with nausea. 

Clinical Remarks.— Dr, Trent claim'^ for the apoc. anti-periodic 
virtues, but he gave it combined with oil of black pepper. Such 
observations as made by the allopathic school are perfectly worth- 
less, yet upon such flimsy foundations does their vaunted materia 
medica depend ! It is probably not useful for the affue properly, 
bat is of value in the dropsical sequelee which so often follow that 
disease. It is homeopathic to the thoracic oppression, the bloat- 
ing of the stomach aiid bowels after eating ; tho cedema and even 
night sweats ; in all of which I have used it with advantage in the 
3nd and Sd dilutions. 

In cakirrTial fever with nightly exacerbation, sbort dry oough with 
scanty expectoration of white mucus, and oppression of the chest, 
it will be found curative. 

Head. — Heaviness in the head. Heavy stupid headache with 
drowsiness. 

Clisicai- Rsmabks. — ^It is undoubtedly slightly narcotic in its 
effects. The drowsiness which it causes is very similar to that 
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which occurs in all dropsical affections which have reached a high 
degree of intensity. In snch cases sleepiness is an unfavorable 
symptom, and should warn us to be on our guard aemnst coma and 
apoplexy. In such conditions we have in this roeoicine a prompt 
and reliable remedy. Several times in the course of my practice' 
iave I rescued my patients by giving promptly the apoaynum. If 
the dilutions feiled of effect, as they sometimes will in oases marked 
by such torpidity, I have not hesitated to resort to the decoction, 
for I have ever considered the life of my patients to be of more 
importance than a blind adherence to established forms. We should 
recollect moreover that the tincture is not always the best prepara- 
tion. With many valuable plants the decoction is the best method 
of administration, becanse hot water alone, is capable of extracting 
all their medicinal virtues. 

In a case of supposed hyibveephalus in a child of Prof, Ren- 
wiek, of Hew York, aged 16 months, after ail other remedies bad 
been ^ven up and the case regai'ded as hopeless, the use of a 
decoction of Indian hemp was followed by perfect recovery. " The 
satures of the head were opened ; the forehead projecting consid- 
erably ; the sight of one eye totally lost; the other slightly sensible; 
the child lying in a stupor, with constant involuntary motion of one 
leg and arm. The urinai-y secretion had ceased for more than 
twenty-four hours. A tea of apocynum was prepared by di-opping 
pieces of the root into a coffee cup until nearly full, covering with 
water, and steeping for half an hour : of this a teaspoonful was 
mven every hour. In the course of a few hours free action of the 
kidneys was restored ; the sight of both eyes were perfect ; stupor 
and insensibUity passed away. The child steadily convalesced, 
though the hemp was given for a fortnight, gradually diminishing 
the dose, until but half a teaspoonful was given in 24 hours." This 
was undoubtedly a case of hydrocephalus, and the apocynum as 
undoubtedly cured it. The lower dilutions may have done as well, 
perhaps as die higher; but in suoha case, of a generally fetal disease, 
what oonscienfious physician would hesitate to use other prepai-ar 
tions? The dose given was not more than 10 or 15 dro|B of a 1st 
decimal dilution would contain, and no pithogenetic symptoms 
were caused. One cannot but be struck with the similaiity between 
the symptoms cured, and those for which Hartman so confidently 
recommends Helleborua. In faet, the two medicine are very 
nearly allied. Some undoubted cures of hydrocephalus have been 
made with Helleborus, but we have given it faithfully and in various 
potencies in that disease ; and yet the little patients died. What ^y- 
sician has not lost patients with that dreaded malady in spite of Bel- 
ladonna, Hellebore, Sulphur and Zmc ? How gladly we would have 
resorted to any remedy, in any form,if we thought it would restore 
health ? Let a f^r trial, then, be given to the Apooyuum. 

Eyes. — "I was onco waked up early in the moniing with severe 
irritation of the left eye, as if several sharp grains of sand were in 
it, attended with much heat, irritation and redness, often lasting 
several hours. This disappeared as suddenly as it came on, not 
leaving a trace behind ; although the symptoms were severe enough 
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to malte mo believe I had an attack of catarvbal rheumatic ophthal- 
mia, which would last at least three or four days."— Peie«. 

Clinical Remarks. — The above symptoms would indicate its 
uscfulae^ in some forms of ophthalmia. 

In the case of hydrocephalus, it restored sight to one eye. It 
may prove very useful in many diseases of the eye and disorders 
of vision dne to effused fluids in the eye or brain. 

lavs. —In hydrocephalus there is often more or less deafness, for 
■which condition this remedy will prove curative. 

Sose. — " A very peculiar catarrhal attack was experienced, viz : 
■without any other sign of having taken cold, I would wake 
up in the morning with the nostrils and throat filled with thick and 
well cemented, yellow mucous, as if I had had a severe catarrh for 
at least seven or ten days, and which had skipped its first stage and 
commenced in the second." — Peters. 

Clinical Remakes. — The action of apoaynvim on the mueons 
surfaces is not yet fully understood. I have cured one case of 
obstinate nasal catarrh with the 1st dil. It seems to cause catar- 
rhal states similar in nature to those induced by Pulsatilla, Sambui, 
Copaiva and Paris quadrifolia. 

Month. — Diyness of the mouth, with nausea, thirst, &d. (See 
general symptoms.) Dryness of the tongue. 

Throat. — Throat filled with thick, well concreted yellow mucus 
in the morning. Unpleasant degree of heat in throat. 

Clinical Rbmaeks. — Some persons are much ti-oubled with 
hawking of yellow mucus from the throat and fauces every morn- 
ing. In such cases the apocynam will probably give relief. 

Stomaclt. — ^Distention of the stomach after meals. Sense of 
great oppre^ion about the epigastrium, with great difliculty of 
getting breath, after lighter meSa than ordinary. Occasionally a 
sense of sinking was experienced at the pit of the stomach, with 
general but transient debility. Sinking at the stomach (this is a 
prominent symptom of the drug). Intense nausea, but cannot 
vomit. Severe vomiting (from very large doses). Violent vomit- 
ing, with prostration and drowsiness. Increases the appetite and 
digestion (curative). 

Clinical RBMAKKS.-r-It causes symptoms of the stomach simi- 
lar to those which are nearly always presented in cases of impend- 
ing or existing dropsy. It should be tried in that troublesome 
symptom — " Suiking at the stomach '^ — which occurs in women at 
the climacteric period. In diabetes this symptom is nearly always 
present, and may be relieved by this drug. It seems quite homceo- 
patbio to the vomiting, which occurs in the first st^e of hydroce- 
phalus, for " violent vomilang with drowsiness " is quite pathono- 
monic of that disease. Dr. Freligh cured with it an "imtable 
stomach so bad that the patieat could not retain even a draught of 
water," which occurred as a complication of dropsy. 

ibdoiufitt. — Decided distention of the abdomen, especially after 
3 moderate dinner. The upper bowels seemed distended — the low-, 
er not at all. Occasional flatulence, with slightly uneasy sensations 
in the bowels. 
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Clinical Rbmaeks, — Of the great value of apoaynum in. 
ascites we have an immense amount of proof from the allopathic, 
eclectic, and homceopathic physicians. All unite in pronouncing it 
a generally neeful remedy, a veritable "vegetable trocar," as Dr. 
Ensh called it. 

The mass of evidence in its favor would fill many pages, and 
we will ouly record a few of the most prominent oases. 

The first accounts of its great value in ascites were from the 
reports of Dr. Griscomb, in tho Amer. Jour, of Medical Sciences, 
Vol. XII. Afterwards, Prof. Merrill, Dr. Knapp, Dr. Valentine 
Mott, and Prof. Lee, and many othei^ bore testimony to its great 



Prof Merrill related to his class a case of ascites in a boy of 13 
years old, which was promptly relieved by this remedy, after every 
other treatment bad failed, xaA the disease had progressed so far 
that a time had been fixed for the operation of tapping. The 
extract was given, first in doses of one grain, afterwards increased 
to ten grains, three times a day. The effects were, moderate 
catharsis of a bilious and fecnlente haracter, fl-ee diuresis, without 
being profuse, and copious perspiration. Great relief and relaxa- 
tion was obtained in the first 24 hours, and in five days there was 
no hydrophic condition remaining." (Other cases of ascites wOl 
be found under the head of " General Dropsy.") 

To Dr. John F, Gray, of New York, is due the the credit of 
fairly introducing this remedy in the treatment of drojracal affec- 
tions. He could, if he would, make known hundreds of cases auo- 
cessfnlly treated by the Apocynum. But with advancing years he 
has an invincible dislike to making his great and varied experience 
public. HappUy, *tber homoiopathio physicians have reported 
cases of anasarca, &c., of great value to the profession. 

Dr. Jas. T. Alley, in the N. A. Journal, reports a case of ascites, 
supposed to be caused by cirrhosis or hobnail liver. In this 
instance it was used in coninnotion with a^is and nitro-muriatio 
acid. He bears testimony to its value in oases of dro^ " when 
there is no organic derangement to impede its action." Even when 
there is, he thiiilts it may aid other and more specific remedies. 
In " abdominal drosy from hob-nail liver, I believe it to be a sure, 
though not rapid remedy.'' He gave quite large doses, " as 
much," be says, " as could be perfectly well bome without disturb- 
ance to the digestive organs. 

In Hull's Jahr is reported a case of ascites caused by Quinine, 
cnred by Apocynum. 

Dr. Frehgh (N. A. Jour., Vol. IV., p. 519,) reports several oases 
of ascites cured with this drug: — 

" Mrs. 0., aged 49, and Miss M., aged 23. The former was 
referable to a cessation of the menses, and the latter arose from, 
congestion of the liver and portal system. 

" Within six months I treated an aged lady, who had been 
.under treatment for the best part of eight months by one of the 
professors of our city, who pronounced the caso 'incurable organic 
disease of the heart,' cured with apooynum." 
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I once onred a notable case of ascites ■with this remedy. The 
patient was a lady, aged 45. Her climacteric period had passed 
without mncli diaturbanee. She caught a severe cold in the month 
of March ; had some fever and pain in the bowels, and was treated 
by an eclectic physician for " inflamniation of the bowels." When 
I Brat saw her she was much emaciated, very weak, no appetite, 
red tongne and sore throat, abdomen slightly distended, and the 
seat of a great deal of heavy, "bruised" pain. The nrine was 
scanty, high colored; bowels costive. The treatment was com- 
menced with Arsenicum 30th. No improvement following in a 
week, the 3rd, and finally the 1st trituration was given, but, the 
ascites rapidly increased. For six weeks various remedies were 
tried, among which were Eali carb , Helleborus, China, Colchicum, 
Cantharis, Cannabis, and Kal. iod, bat no benefit accrued from any 
thing. The efiiision had now increased to an enormous extent. 
She wae obliged to sit erect in a chair oH the time. Lying down 
brought on fits of suffocative dyspntna. Her body aod extremities 
were exceedingly emaciated. No cedema of the feet. Urine 
nearly snppressed ; only one or two ounces a day. Bowels very 
constipated, moving only every four or five days. At this time, an 
experienced allopathic physician was called in, who advised blue 
pill, gamboge, and a resort to tapping. This treatment was not 
tried, Ithen gave Apocynum 1st, for two days; no effect; then 
10 drops of the tincture every two hours for two days. She got 
worse. Then I made a decoction of the dry root, half onnce to 
one pint of water. Of this she took a tablespoonful every four 
hours, but no effect was noticed. I proposed tapping to save her 
life, but she decidedly refused to submit to the operation. I then 
procured some of the fresh root {in tho month oi July), and made 
a decoction (one onnce to one pint of water). She took a table- 
spoonful of this every two hours. In 12 hours the nrine became 
more profuse, the bowels moved freely, the skin became moist, no 
nausea or pain was produced. In a week she could lie down and 
sleep aU night. Under the use of similar doses, four times a day, 
she ultimately recovered, and in two months was considered as 
healthy and strong as ever. 

Bowels. — From small doses ; loose feculent bilious stools, with 
slight uneasiness in the abdomen. Loose, but not veiy copious 
bilious stools. Sensation as if diarrhoea would occur. From 
very large .doses; copious watery discharges with severe griping 
pains, nausea and vomiting, slow pulse, cool skin and copious 
perspiration, 

CuNiCAL Remakes— In moderate doses it does not seem to 
irritate the bowels much. The best Allopathic authorities do not 
deem it necessary to produce its hydrogogue effects, in the 
treatment of dropsy ; Prof. Lee says it need not be given, even 
to nausea, all its best cures have been made without giving it 
to the extent of causing watery evacuations. It has even cured 
dropsy, while the bowels remaned obstinately costive and the 
stools light colored, Dr, Payne, of Albany, states that it has been 
used snooessfuUy for diarrhceaa and intestinal hrnniirrhages, and 
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suggpsta it lo cTioIeta morbus, and choiGra^infantum. Its analognea 
are Elaterium, Holleborus nigcr, Euphorbia cor, Coloej^nth and 
Araenicum, yet it haa a apeeific effuet upon tbe Mdiieya which tliose 
have not. 

Kidneys and Urine. — ^Dull aehmg pain in the region of the kid- 
neys, with increased aecretion of straw-colored urine. No tonder- 
nesa in the re^oa of the kidneya on pressure, nor was the composi- 
tion of the urine changed any. (Marcy's proving with 3d dil). 
Decided acantmeas of unne. Urine diminished to one-third the 
usual quantity, but no pdn or uneasiness abont the kidneys or 
bladder. The little water that passed flowed as easily as if it were 
oil, and there seemed to be but little expulsive power about the 
bladder. The nrine was generally of a light golden sherry-yellow 
color, not deporting any sediment on exposure to cold. Very 
peculiar torpid action of the kidneys. {Peter's proving with crude 
doses.) Very profuse, light colored nrine. .Several quarts, and 
even gallons of urine were passed every day. It causes copious 
diuresis when given in dropay. 

Clinical Remaeks. — In all the provings, so far, it has caused no 
particular p^n in the urinary organs, but a decided scantiness of 
urine. Probably the experiments were not thorough enough. My 
experience is, that it is the most reliable diuretic in use. No drug 
may be more confidently relied on to produce profase m'ination, 
when given in disease. 

Dr. M-eligh says, "I have found It equally ef&ciont in urinary 
difficulties, particularly dysuria, strangury and anury, and it appeared 
quite immaterial, jud^ng from its effects, whether the symptoms 
depended upon common catarrh of the bladder, diseases of the 
prostrate, or opoo a morbid irritation of the bladder, and whether 
from gi-avel, or from a want of tone in the parts concerned in its 
evacuation. I have never known it to fail even in cases of retention 
depending wpon paralysis, having used it successfully, in a case of 
paralysis of the inferior extremities, caused by injury to the spine. 
Every remedy had been tried in vain, and the catheter afibrded the 
only relief, which had been used once and sometimes twice a day for 
a fortnight. The first dose had the desired effect, I have treated 
many other interesting oases of urinary difficulty aucceasfiilly with 
the apocynum. The doses administered inthecase referred to, were 
from two to five drops of the tinctnre, (never more than seven) in a 
tumbler two-thirds full of pure cold water, a desert spoonful given, 
for the dropsical affections, every four hours ; in urinary difficulties 
every hour until relief was afforded. 

Dr. Freligh reports several cures of dropsy effected with the 
Apocynum : 

" Mr. L. ^ed 64, who had been under medical treatment for 
several months, and gradually grew worse, until his symptoms were 
of the most alarming character, and threatened immediate suffocation. 
I found him laboring under the most agonizing diiEculty of breath- 
ing, being supported in the sitting position in bed, by two or three 
persons alternately. His stomach was in such an irritable condition 
that he could not retain even a draught of cold water, countenanco 
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expressive of anguish, abdomea distended, urine entirely suppressed 
and very extoiisiye ceiiema. This case was denominated orgaoie 
disease of the heai-t, by his physician. In a fortnight from the time 
I reoomaieiided the treatment, he rode out with ease aud comfort, 
and now appears perfectly welL If the diagnosis of the other 
physician was correct, the apocynum will not only cure dropsy 
depending upon organic disease of the heart, in a less time tJ^an 
wonld appear credible, bat also the primary or original diaeaae, 
prononnced incncable." 

"Mr, tr. aged 62, ascites, andana8arca,andtedemaof theinferior 
extremities, succeeding typhus. His abdomen very much distended 
and painfal, pulse small and irregalar, sidn dry and husky, urine 
high-coiored, diminished in quantity, voided with ditfieulty, breath- 
ing very laborious." 

"MasterP. aged 8, post-scarlatinal dropsy, face much swollen, 
also neck, cheat and extremities. When I was called they thought 
him dying; he was gasping for breath and could not utter a syllable 
although perfectly conscious and would answer by signs. "Dr. F. 
adds that during the last seven or eight years he has used the 
apocynum with the most decided success in almost every form of 
dropsy. He' has succeeded with it in hydrothorax, ascites and gen- 
eral anasarca, when Arsenicum, Apis, Hellebore, ^ Digitalis and Kali 
iod, mth vapor baths, &c., have fsuled. 

Dr. Peters has reported several interesting cases:— 
Caae 1. A gentleman ^ed '?0, over six feet high and splendidly 
proportioned, became dropsical. The urine became scanty, bowels 
constipated, feet, legs and abdomen grew slowly larger, and gradu- 
ally gfeat difficulty in breathing from the sllgliest exertion or on 
lying down ensued. From the thickness of the abdominal walls, 
and tlie great quantity of fat in the omentum, fluctuation in the abdo- 
men was long masked, but finally became very distmct. . The thick- 
ness of the walls of the chest also rendered the physical signs of 
hydrothorax indistinct for a long time, but they finally became 
very manifest. The action of the heart became very feeble, but was 
always distinct, tiie pulse often vanished .down to a mere thread, 
was often almost itaperceptible for several beats, frequently so com- 
pressible that slight pressure wonld obliterate for the time, 'and 
altogether so strangely irregular, weak and intermitting, that the 
sudden death of the patient was expected as a matter of course. 
These symptoms progressed steadily in spite of the use of Arseni- 
cum, Hellebore, Scilla, Digitalis, China, &o.. He was finally put 
upon the use of Hunt's decoction of apocynum. At the suggestion 
of Dr. Gray, commencing with tea-spoonful doses every two or three 
hours. In less than 48 hours the patient was comparativfely com- 
fortable, was able to lie down and sleep with pleasure, whereas pre- 
viously, he had looked forward to the approachmg night with the 
utmost dread and horror; the urine increased moderately and 
steadily, and in a few weeks, the patient who had been ill for up- 
wards of four mouths, was not only well, but felt better than he had 
foi" years. The bowels remained sluggish under the use of the 
Hemp. This improved state of things lasted for more than a year 
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then a relapse ■was speedily cured by Hemp; a third attack was cured 
by Apis ; a fourth by Digitalis, Squille and Mercurius; aud a fifih 
by Iodide of Potash. During the larger portion oi this time the 
patient had contracted a most iuvincible dislike to Apocynnm ; but 
m a sixth attack, all the other remedies failing, he was persuaded 
to resume the Hemp, after his condition was almost hopeless, and 
distressing in the extreme, from excessive oppression and difficulty of 
breathingj &c., hydrothorax and tedema of the lungs, inability to 
■walk or step without being thrown into the most violent suffocating 
attacks, and in short from the numerous and complicated symptoms 
of gfeneral anasarca, ascites, hydrothorax, hydro-pericardium, &o. 
After usingthe apocynum three or four days, in dcsea of one-third 
of a wine-glass full three times a day, the urine increased from less 
than a pint in 25 hours, to fully three quarts, with a progressing 
diminution of all the symptoms. This case has since died without 
any return of the dropsy." 

Case 2, "A man aged 83, had suffeiTcd with anasarca, ascites 
and commendng hydrothorax for many wpeks, under _ active 
Allopathic treatment by means of Cream of Tartai' and Digitalis, 
Eleterium, <fec. When I first saw him, his largest pantaloons had to 
be cut open andtied with strings, to accommodate his elephantine 
limbs ; he was utterly nnable to lie down or sleep ; urine especially 
scanty and bowels costive. The apocynnm was commenced in 
table- spooniul doses, gradually increased to a wine-glass full every 
four hours, by night aud day ; this was continued for upwards of 
ten days without any onpleasant symptoms, the urine slowly com- 
menced to increase, and finally became enormous in amount. In 
less than a month he was entirely well ; was soon able to go to sea, 
and remains well until this day, upwards of two years after. 

Case 3. A gentlemen aged 67, had gradually been growing 
dropsical for eleven months; he had fii-st been treated honneopath- 
icaliy in the eoontry, by an exceedingly able, but excessively high 
dilutionist; he then fell into the hands of two of the most distin- 
guished Allopathic profession of this city ; then he was again treat- 
ed with high dilutions for several weeks by one of our oldest and 
best-known homceopathista, finally he came into my bands and was 
immediately put under the nse of Apocynum. One desert spoonful 
per dose, every four hours; his urine which had been excessively 
scanty for months and finally had decreased to a small half pint, in 
twenty -four hours, thick yellow and turbid, as if yellow clay, had 
been dissolved in it, increased to upwai-da of two quarts in one 
night; two large chamber pots fuU were passed in one day. In less 
than 48 houi-s after commencing the apocynum the urine also became 
clear aud of alight straw-yellow color; all the signs of ascites, anas- 
area, hydrothorax, and cedema of the lungs disappeared in less than 
ten days, after usmg about one pint of Hunt's preparation of Apocy- 
num, (about one-half oz. of mother tincture). _ 

Case 4. A gentleman, aged about 50, was attacked with in- 
flammatory rheumatism, and treated by an eminent old school phy- 
sician for about eight weeks, when he became discouraged from the 
severity of his sufferings and placed himself under our care. He 
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had taken the usual routine medicines of the other school, Colelii- 
cum, Mercury, Iodide of Potash, Opium, etc., etc., and when ho came 
into my hands, was reduced by the combined influence of the 
disease, and the drug to the followinsf condition : 

Severe rheumatic pains in the back, shonldei's, elbows and wiist 
joints, dull pains and great stiffness, and immobility in tfae 
lower extremities, cedematoas condition of both legs, effusion 
of water in the chest and abdomen, excessive dyspntea with con- 
stant ^sense of snffocation, acute p^ns in the cardiac re^on at 
every respiration, pulse rapid, feeble and very irregular, almost 
entire suppression of urine, dry and hot skin, thirst, dull headache, 
excessive anxiety and constant dread of suffocation, inability to 
assume the recumbent position, di'yness of the tongue and mouth, 
inability to sleep from constant feeling of suffocation, short dry and 

Sinful cough. For this group of symptoms we prescribed the first 
il, of Bryonia every hour. After a few honrs the rheumatic and 
cardiac pains were ameliorated, and the oppression of the chest and 
difficult Dreathing were somewhat better. At the expiration of 
ten hours we prescribed Aconite 1st, in alternation with Bryonia 
every hour. During the night, some ten hours after the first dose 
of aconite, the patient had profuse perspiration for several hours, 
followed by an amendment of the entire condition. These two re- 
medies were continued for two days longer, but caused no farther 
improvement. The first dilution of apis, was next ordered in drop 
doses, every two hours. This was continued for three days with- 
out any notable improvement. 

The patient was now ordered to take a teaspoonfnl of Hunt's 
apocynum every two hours. In a few hours the urinary secretion 
was much increased and it continued for several days, until the 
dropsical effusions, and the (edematous condition of the limbs, had 
entirely disappeared. While under the use of apocynum ocoaaonal 
scarifications were made upon the legs and feet, giving exit to mneh 
serum. As the dropsical effuMons diminished, nearly all of the 
symptoms, first enumerated, gradually disappeared, until finally the 
patient compl^ned of debility, and occaaonal paroxysms of palpi- 
tation of the heai-t, the remains of the rheumatism. After a few 
weeks the patient returned to his- home in the W^t, remained in a 
comfortable condition for several months, was again attacked with 
dropsy and after an illness of about two mouths, died. (Marcj/.) 

" Apooynnra is utterly useless in Brlght's disease, except to re- 
move the dropsy, I ought to add that albuminaria was present in 
none of the above cases. It is also comparatively useless when in- 
flammation is present." (Peters.) 

"I have seen it very effectual in ascites in the hand of Dr. Okie 
of Providence, and have seen it remove the dropsical accuraular 
tions in Bright'a disease, but never knew it to cni'e the disease." 

( Watson.) 

Dr. Wm. P. Fowler says he prolonged the Uvea of three drop- 
fiioal patients, in which the disease was hepatic cin-hosis, (proved by 
post mortem) for Keveral yeai-s, by the use of apocynum. 

In Dropsy aftee Scarlatina the apocynum lias not been as 
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thoroughly tested aa it should be. Before I became acquainted 
with its valoe, I relied aJmost entirely upon Apis, Colcbicum and 
Digitalis, and with very good Buecess. But now and then a case 
■wonld occur, marked by bloody urine, veiy scanty, with general 
(Bderaa, which would utterly resist the action of these remedies. 
My first ease treated with apocynum, was a little girl, aged about 
3 years, who had been given up to die by the allopathic atten^nts, 
who had given squills, calomel, cream of tartar, etc. No urine had 
been voided for 24 hours, and all that had pa^ed for several days 
previously was thick and black (from blood). I commenced with 
apocynum, 10 drops of the tiucture in half a tumbler of water, a 
spoonful every hour. She was cured in a week, of the dropsy. 
The urine became profuse in 48 hours. Since this case, I have 
treated twenty or thirty, and with uniform success. I never got 
much effect from the 8d. dil. Sometimes the tincture, even in drop 
doses fiuled to act, but a resort to a weak decoction of the fresh 
root always had prompt effects, (one-half oz. of fresh root to one 
pint hot water, steep an hour or two.) In several cases marked by 
excesKve debility, and typhoid symptoms, I gave 10 drops of a 
tincture prepai'ed with spirits nitre dttlc. instead of alcohol. _ It 
acted beautiiully. I am inclined to think this mode of preparation 
a good one. 

Prqf. Zee, who claims to have bad large experience with this 
drug, says : "It is more certain as a diuretic, if the eldn is kept cool, 
and cool drinks used. As the chief causes of dropsies are certain pre- 
existing lesions of certain organs, ira the heart, hver, and kidneys, 
we, of conrae can only expect our remedies to act as palliative, 
unless these organic lesions can be removed. In cases of idiopathic^ 
dropsy, when the exciting causes are external or jshy^cal ^ents, as 
cold, conjoined with moisture, malaria, suppression of eruptions, 
or accustomed discharges, e'xceswve depletions, etc, etc., we may 
expect curative effects from apocynum, mded by other remedies 
adapted to the pathological state." 

In chronic and asthenic forms of dropsy, connected with a wa-^ 
• tery, non-albuminous state of the blood, and general wealmess of 
the system, the apocynum is most efficacious, in small and frequently 
repeated doses. In cases dependent on niei'e debility and mal-nu- 
trition, this remedy aided by suitable diet, will often effect a per- 
manent cure. In advanced stages of albuminnria when there is 
considerable effusion, great relici' may often be obtained from its 
use. 

Oasei. "General dropsy in a man of 68, of plethoric habits, 
brought on by exposure to cold. Small doses of the decoction 
were given, and in a short time all the dropsical symptoms disap- 

Oaae 3. A lady of 58, of a full and plethoric habit, subject to 
congestion of the brain, and paralytic seizures of a hemiplegic na- 
ture, in which repeated bleedmgs had been practiced with apparent 
good effect, but followed by serous effnsion into the pleural, peri- 
cardial, and peritoneal cavities, and cellular tissues general]y,_ the 
effusion was successfully removed by small doses of the decoction." 
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Cas& 3. A gentleman of 66, a gentlemau of spare habit and 
aecnstomed to luxurious living, began to be affected with cough, 
ehoi-tness of bi'eatb and symptoms of aqueous deposit in the pleural 
cavity followed by (edema of tbe extremities. The apocynum was 
found to exercise complete control over the disease for many years. 
He finally died of dropsy. 

Dr. Griscomb reports many cases of tbe same character, in 
which the apocynum was successful. In idiopathic dropsies it 
generally effected a cure, while in dropsies dependmg on disease of 
the liver, heart or kidneys, its effects were mainly palliative, pro- 
longing life for years. Probably, had it been aided by proper re- 
medies, homceopathic to tbe pathological conditions present, per- 
manent cures might have been effected. 

From the foregoing, the physician should get a pretty plaia 
idea of the sphere of action of this valuable drug, in the treatment 
of dropsical affections, Aa the result of my individual expe- 
rience, I would lay down the following rules for its administration, 

1) In cases of acute idiopathic dropsies, use the dilutions be- 
ginning with the highest and descending more or less rapidly, ac- 
cording to theprogresa of the disease. 

2) In chronic or atonic dropsies, {secondary) use the tinctwe, 
or if necessary the decoction, in one <xi' two dram doses. 

HbJUHl Organs. — The few experiments which have been made 
with the hemp, have not developed any pathogenetic symptoms of 
the male sexual organs. None of the provers were females, and its 
action on the uterus, is only known by some curative effects noticed 
by J(?. H. Marsden, M^D., who gives the following cases : 

He says— "For aboot ten years, I have been in the habit of 
using the apocynum in arresting menorrhagia as well asBome other 
forms of uterine hsemorrhage." 

Cose 1. "A lady was laboring under alarming uterine hEsmor- 
rhage. It was her regular catamenial period, the flow had been 
moderate for a day or two, and then suddenly set in with so much 
■violence that she soon became too weak to be out of bed. She 
was about 25 years of age, the mother of three children ; in her 
last labor she had haemorrhage previous to delivery. When I 
arrived at the bed side she was almost pulseless and disposed to 
^nt, whenever she attempted to raise her head from the pillow. 
There was great imtability of the stomach, and vomiting. The 
hsemorrhage which ceased at intervals, always resumed when the 
vital powers rallied, and the heart resumed in some degree its 
wonted action. The blood was usuaJly expelled in largo clots, but 
sometimes was fluid. I prescribed one after the other, all the re- 
medies laid down in the hooks, but with no good resnits. Several 
days had now elapsed, and I now resolved to try the 
Apocynum eano. I prepared some extempore tincture from 
the fresh root. Hastening to the bedside, I found the htemoiThage 
still going on undiminished, I prescribed one drop of my tincture 
{of uncertain atrength) every hour. Almost immediately after 
commencing the medicine the flow became less profuse, and regu- 
larly and rapidly declined, without a single reonrreuce of its vio- 



atdb, Google 



Si NEW HOMCEOPATHIC PROYINGS. 

Oase 2, The patient was a house-keeper, about 40 years of age, 
accustomed to hard eei'%'ice, and but little careful of her health. 
She was the mother of one child, born about 15 years before. She 
had been sufFei'ing from the most exhaustiug menorrh^afor about 
six weeks, and had been taking medicine from an allopathio physi- 
cian, but without benefit. I found her greatly debilitated, pulse 
feeble and quick, palpitations very troublesome whenever she 
attempted to move about the house, stomach excessively irritable. 
She had been obliged to leave off her occupations, and passed her 
time for the most part in bed, or seated on a chair by the bedside. 
The discharge was fluid, and still undiminished, I lefl apocynum 
to be taken in drop doses at an interval of two hours (same tino- 
tnre as used in first case.) The next day she had severe vomitings. 
Her stomach was too irritable to bear the dose I had prescribed, 
and which was probably unnecessarily large. The discharge seem- 
ed, however, to be diminished. After gisivg some medicines to 
allay the irritability Of the stomach, I again gave the hemp, a few 
drops in a teaspoonfol of water, I believe I decreased the strengt.h 
more than once, before the remedy could be borne without creating 
nausea. The flow, however, still continued to diminish, and in 
about a week from the time of my first visit was reported to have 
nearly ceased. It was, of course, some time before the patient 
regained her strength. Upon inqoiry made some months after- 
wards, I was informed that at one or two periods immediately sub- 
sequent, the flow was somewhat above the normal amount, but 
soon subsided spontaneously, and that then she was as regular as is 
usual at her time of life. 

Dr. Marsden says he could furnish many other cases in his own 
practice equally striking, but will only give the following, reported 
to him by his friend and fonner pupil. Dr. W. H. Cook : — 

"Mrs. N., aged 38 yeai-s, was taken iU in June, 1863, with 
nterinfe hasmorrhage, and was attended by an Allopathic physician 
until about the middle of December following. During this period 
she experienced the most frightful floodings, as she termed them, 
and for more than three months of the time the flow was contin- 
uous, reqniring her to keep her bed for weeks together. After 
having hfemorrhE^e for several weeks, she expelled a mass of mem- 
brane, (as she has since informed me,) which I supposed to be the 
deciduous lining of the uterus. But, even after this the heemor- 
rhage continued, and in exhausting quantities —so much so, that 
there w^as not a blood-vessel perceptible upon the surface of the 
body, and the emaciation was extreme. She had only had a cessa- 
tion of a couple of weeks together, and but two or three times 
since the commencement in June. The flow was excessive at the 
time of mj first visit. I saw her at 12 m,, and after inquiring into 
the case, i left her four grs, of the 1st dec. trit. of apoc. can. (bark 
of the i-oot) to be dissolved in 2 oz, of water, a teaspoonfiil to be 
taken every hour until the hasmorrhage should cease, or I should 
See her agmn. By 12 o'clock, midnight, the hasmorrhage had 
almost entirely ceased, and she left oif the medicine, I then gave 
her other remedies to assist in recVuiting her almost exhausted 
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eystem, under the use of which she improved rapidly. In about 
liwo weeks the hfemorrhage set in again, when I leli her the same 
prescription, and in less than 24 hours all was right. Since that 
time there has been no retani, except at her catamemal periods, 
and then not excessive. I am now, (Api'il, 1864,) ti-eating ber, 
with a prospect of success, for an ulcerated os tincffl. I also gave 
the same presoi-iption as the foregoing to wiother lady who had 
suffered with uterine hEemorrhage about three-fourths of the time 
for several months. Some three months have since passed, and she 
now reports herself entirely rid of the trouble and regular. When 
1 first employed the Apoeynum, as above stated, I had seen no 
proving of that drug. In my own practice, however, I have seen 
enough of its pathogenesis to satisfy me that it is homeopathic to 
uterine hjemorrhage. On two different occasions, when I gave it to 
a lady past the turn of life, in doses of ten drops of the tincture three 
or four times a day, for ascites, it had not the slightest perceptible 
infiuenee on that Section, but was followed in both instances, after 
a few days, by the return of the catamenial flow, very much in the 
natural manner. I also remember the case of a young girl, in 
whom the catamenia had ceased without any apparent cause. She 
still retMued her health and usual appearance. After taking the 
medicine in pretty large doses for a tew days, she was reported all 
" right." By the way, I would suggest that in eases where amen- 
norrhcea depends not upon deranged health, but upon some strong 
revulsion diverting the female cii'culation into other channels, this 
remedy might be legitimately used, with the hope that by its 
primary effects it would restore the accustomed discharge, and 
break up the abnormal condition of things. 

Larynx, Bponchia, and Chest. — Unpleasant sensation of heat 
abont the fauces and larynx. — [Freligh.) Irresistible disposition to 
sigh. Short, dry, cough, and scanty expectoration of white mucus 
in the moraing: Oppression of the chest on waking. — (Marcj/.) 
Sense of oppression about the epigastrium and chest. It was diffi- 
cult to breathe enough to speak at times. 

CLnnCAi R EM AitKS.— Eclectic physicians use it constantly as an 
expectorant. They expect the same efleots from it which the allo- 
path gets from his Ipecac, Squills, or Tartar Emetic. It undoubt- 
edly increases the natural secretions of the bronchial surfaces. 
Such hints may be made useful. It indicates thai we may use it in 
hoarse, loose coughs, with heat of the fauces; or cough with 
oppression of the chest ; or short, dry cough, with scanty expecto- 
ration. Accompanying hydrothorax, and even ascites, we genei-ally 
find a short, dry cough with oppression, and in such cases Apoey- 
num is doubly indicated, both for the cough and dropsy. It has 
cured many cases of hydrothorax, and relieved many cases of 
dropsy from heart disease. As it causes the pulse to be slow, it 
probably quiets the action of the heart — a very important desider- 
atum in liydro-pericardium. 

Bnck and Extremltes. — Unusual heaviness of the head, with 
dull, a«hing pains in the small of the back and limbs. There was 
no tenderness of the region of the kidneys on pressure, but a slight 
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soreness of the parts when britiging the muscles into action, tlius 
indicating the muscles as the soat of the pains.— (ilfacc)/.) Hari 
a«hing was felt several times in both knees, sufficiently severe to 
make me fear that an attach of inflammatoiy rhematism was com- 
ing on. 

CLTNiCii. Rkmauks.— It may be found useful in some rheumatic 
affections, but probably more for the Other effects, as cedema. In 
synovitis, after the acute stage has passed, it will probably help to 
cause absorption of the effused fluid. It has been found useful in 
cedema of the feet and ankles remaining after typhus. 



AKUI TKIPHTILUM. 

{J«^M« Turnip, Jaeh in ike Falpii^ 

The A, triphyllum of the United States corresponds closely 
with the A. macnlatum of Europe ; both have very similar effects. 
Our native species ia found throughout North and South America, 
growing in lich, shady woods and swamps. The cormus is an inch 
or two in diameter, and covered with brown, wnnkled epidermis, 
and internally white, fleshy and solid. The whole plant, when re- 
cent, has a peculiar odor and violent acrid taste; the root, when 
ohewed, causes an insupportable burning and biting sensation in 
the mouth and throat, continuing for a long time. This acrid prin- 
ciple is very volatile, and is expelled by heat. Hence they are 
roasted and ate by the Indians. The acrid portion is not imparted 
to water, ether, alcohol, or olive oil. By drying, the root loses all 
its activity. The medicinal qualities of the root reside principally 
in this acrid, volatile principle. Owing to its unstable nature, it 
will be found very difficult to procure any prepai'ation in which 
it will be retained. I would recommend, as the most probable 
way of preserving this volatile principle, that the juice of the 
ii-esh root, be rapidly triturated with sugar of milk, (aooordiog 
to the decimal scale) and the trituration kept in bottles sealed 
hermetically, smd guarded from the light and heat. 

The acrid principle has been called Jiroiiie, and becomes an 
inflammable gas, by heat or distillation. Prof. Lee says ; " The 
only way to preserve the active principles of the root is to bury it 
in dry sand, by which method it may be preserved for a year," 

Geheeai, Efpeots. — "The Aram may well be ranked among 
our most active alterants, for besides being a powerful local irritant, 
when taken internally, it stimulates all the secretions, particularly 
thoBfl of the skin, and langs. It also quickens the circulation and 
rouses the nervous energy, so that there is no organ or funotion 
but feels its influence." — Xee. 

" It has been advantageously given in asthma, pertussis, chronic 
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catarrh, chronic rhemnatism, and affeotioas conuected with a ca- 
chectic state of the syatem,'' — Wood. 

The fresh root grated, or reduced to a pulp, with three times 
their weight of sugar, is palliative to flatulence, cramp in the stom- 
ach, asthmatic and cooanmptive affections ; and also in lingeriog 
atrophy, debilitated habits, great prostration in typhoid fevers, deep 
seated rheumatic pains, etc." — Uajmesque. 

All writers agree that it is a remedy which may be used to 
advantage as a stimulant. 

We have no proving, except that which relates to its local 
effects upon the mouth and thi-oat. Its analogues are allium saliva, 
and cepa, phosphorus, capsicum, etc, 

General Srmptoms, — The fresh root, in doses of four or five 
gr^ns, causes a sensation of burning heat in the stomaiih and 
(esophagus, which seems rapidly to spread all over the body. Then 
follows a quickening of the circulation, heat of the skin with warm 
perspiration, and some exaltation of the nervous energy. All the 
sefi-etions are somewhat increased, 

. Local Ef pffiCTS,-Moutli, Hii'oat, Tongue, etc.— The fresh root, when 
ohewed, causes an insupportable burning and biting sensation in the 
mouth and throat, continuing for a long time. The sensation experi- 
enced in the mouth, throat, and tongue is absolutely indescribable. 
I never felt any sensation so tormenting and unbearable. The fol- 
lowing narrative of the effects of the Arum maeulatum, copied 
from the British Journal, Vol, xvi., p, 321, so nearly resembles 
the effects of the Aram tryphyllum, as I have observed and felt 
them, as to be nearly identical ; " After chewing a young leaf- 
stalk for a few seconds, a very intense, prickling, stinging pain 
was felt upon the tongue .and mucous membrane of the lips and 
throat, accompanied with a flow of saliva, which seemed to relieve 
the pain a little— the p^ns were as if a hundred littio needles had 
been run into the tongue and lips. A friend, who followed my 
example, had, in addition to these symptoms, constriction and 
burning in the larynx, bis tongiie was swollen, and its papilla 
injected and r^sed. The mucus membrane of the throat and lips 
was inflamed. The pains on the tongue and hps were increased by 
pressure with the teeth. In two or three cases the leaves have 
been eaten by children, and have produced very distressing effects. 
In one instance, three children partook of them. Their tongues 
became swollen, so as to render swallowing difficult, and convul- 
sions followed ; one died in twelve, and another in sixteen days ; 
the third recovered,'' Some cases of dangerous poisoning have 
been reported, as occurring from eating the A. tryphyllum. 

Clinicai Rem abks.— Although the local effects of Arum are 
very notable, yet we have no clinical experience to show its practical 
useMness in cases of disease effecting the month and throat. Dr. 
J. S. Douglas recommends it in Quinsy and Angina, Dr, Hill, in his 
Surgery, proposes it in Kmilar affections. If we could preserve the 
volatile, acrid principle intact in our preparations, we might 
exDCct good results from its use, perhaps, in cases to which it is 
It is indicated in the following affections ; Gloa- 
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aitis, when the swelliDg is rapid and accompanied with prickling 
and burning pmaa. Stomatitis, in ita most acute form, with great 
tumefaction of the lips, mucus membrane of the mouth, etc., fol- 
lowed by superficial ulceration, (Edema of the Glottis. — The 
eymptoma of Aram-poisoning present many points of resemblance 
to tola fearful disease. The rapid tumefaction of the tissues, the 
pains and naany other local symptoms, are very similar. It may 
prove more useful than Apis, Belladonna or Rhus, but we cannot 
expect much from any preparation of the Ai-um, unless it contains 
the acrid principle mentioned. Mercurial or Idiopathto Saiivatton, 
in some of its forms, may be met with this remedy ; also, Inf^mr 
mation of the mucus foUicCes of the throat, with exudation of 
mucus, constant " hawking," and profuse secretion from the 
diseased tissue. Acute and Chronic Catarrh of the faucoa and pos- 
terior nares, may come under the curative range of this remedy. 
It haa been used with advantage in enlargement of the Tonsila. 

Respiraiory Organs. — The Arum has a time-honored reputation 
in Coughs. In dry coughs the dried root is valued highly. It 
promotes expectoration and mitigates the paroxysms, and has even 
cured some obstinate cases. In^oose coughs, occurring in children 
and aged persons, when there is inability to expectorate the accum- 
ulated mucus, this medicine is said to act in a benefloial manner. 
In this respect it resembles Squills, Phosphonjs, etc Asthma 
humidum has been relieved and notably palliated by the powdered 
dry root. In all these affections the lower triturations of the dry 
root will be the best preparation. 

This is one of those peculiar remedies which can never come 
into extensive use, because of the evanescent character of its 
effects, and the difficulty of making a thorough proving of it. Its 
sphere of action is limited, being but a faint analogue of its great 
prototype Phosphorus. 



ASCIEPIAS STKIACA. 

{Milk-Weed.) 

This milk-weed is one of our common plants, growing by 
roadsides and in dry sandy fields, from Canada to the Gulf of 
Mexico, The stem is simple, and from three to four feet high, 
surmounted by numerous umbels, or balls of flowera, of a pale, 
pnrple color. The leaves are oblong, lanceolate, petiolate, pointed 
at the end and whorled, the under surface covered with a short 
matted hair ; segmentB of the corona, five ; petals and sepals reflex ; 
corona erect. The seeds are enclosed in oblong, pomted, rough 
pods of from two and a half to three inches in length ; each seed 
is attached to a mass of long, silky fibres, which can be made 
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into a beautiful thread. The whole plant yields an abundant 
milky jmce. 

Tbis plant has not been used much in the dominant school, 
but several eclectic phyaioians have claimed to use it succeasfuUy 
in dropsy, coMs, oatarrhg, and lung affections. They call it ex- 
pectorant, diaphoretic, alterative, anodyne, &c. In acute rheu- 
matism, Prof. Loe says it bears a close resemblance to cimicifuga. 
Of six cases of acute rheumatism which be treated with asclepias 
syr., the average duration w^ eight days; the inflammation oon- 
fined to the large joints, with considerable pain and swelling. 
It had a remarkable effect in relieving the pain. 

Dr. Pattee, a progressive allopath, has made some physiolog- 
ical experiments with the plant, which may be considered as a 
good " fi-agmentary " proving. It is to be regretted that all the 
symptoms were not noted. 

He says : " Two ounces of the cold infusion, made from the 
fresh root gathered after tbe leaves had fallen ; taken once every 
4 hoars, proved diuretic; two oz, of the warm infusion, taken 
every 2 hours, proved diaphoretic; 16 drops of the saturated 
tincture, taken once every 3 hours, bad well marked nlterative 
(?) effects; and one drachm of the saturated tinctare, repeated once 
every three hours, until 8 drachms were taken, cause headache, 
chovisiness and sleep. In all the experiments, it increased the 
bronchial secretion, 

"The first experiment was made upon myself. The lerine for 
three days immediately preceding the ojcperiment was as follows : 
35 oz, per day ; specific gravity 1019.7 ; solid matter 568 gr. ; 
pulse 68. 

After 12 oz. had been taken the first day, the quantity of urine 
passed in that time was 128 oz.; specific gravity 1030 ; solid mat- 
ter 600 gr.; pulse 67. 

Second ^ay. There was but a small increase of water. The 
Specific gravity and solid matter about the same ; pnlse 66, 

Third Day. (Quantity of medicine same as preceding days). 
Quantity of urine 130 oz. ; specific gravity 1019,97; solid matter 
608 grs.; pulse 63. 

On the 4th, 5th and 6th days, the quantity of urine passed 
averaged 135 oz. per day, and the amount of solid matter 700 
grs. each day ; pulse 60. The diet and exercise were not mate- 
rially altered from what it had been for a month past. The 
medicine did not seem to cause any derangement of the health; 
tbe urinary organs were not irritated in any way ; the only per- 
ceptible effect it had upon the brain was to cause a cabn, quiet 
feelmg, perhaps a little drowsiness towards night." 

"The subject of the second experiment was a young man 18 
years of age, of good health ; pulse 75. At 9 p. m., gave him 3 
oz. of warm infusion ; tbe young man in bed ; in half an bour 
commenced sweating ; in an hour he wag sweating profusely, and 
continued to do so tbe rest of the night, the infusion being given 
every two hours. 

The effect it bad upon the brain was an agreeable Bensation 
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at first ; after that bad passed off te expressed himself as " awful 
sleepy." When he awoke the next morning, said he had "slept 
rather hard,'' but felt no ineonvenience through the day. 

It prodnoed the same effect the following night. The third 
day, I gave him one dram of the satnratecl tincture, made from 
the dry root, one every three hours, commencing at 6 p, m. At 
9 p. M., swd his head felt a little dizzy, and had some headache ; 
alept sound through the night ; skin quite moist ; passed 4 oz. 
more urine than usual, in the morning. After continuing this 
for four more days, had to discontinue it on account of the de- 
rangement it caused to the system; he had but little relish for 
food; appeared dull and stupid; "bowels had moved oftener than 
usual ; the tongue wiis covei-ed with a white fur ; pulse 64. In a 
few days he was well as ever." 

" In cases where the pnlse had heen from 50 to 60, they have 
increased to 55 and VO. Large doses in any form wUl produce 
nausea, vomitbg, and, in some instances, ar^or winm. If the 
medicine doos not prodiiee diaphoresis, diareeis, or catharsis, vi- 
olent headacJie wiU sometimes ensue, but when given in medical 
doses and for disease, we do not see much headache." (The italici 
are my own. I will refer to the subject hereafter. — M.) 

If this experimenter bad nnderstood the value of recording 
the characterietic symptoms evolved by the medicine, we should 
have a much clearer view of its pathogenetic action. As it is, 
however, the fragment is a veiy suggestive one, and we may 
draw some really valuable conclusions from it. Arranged after 
the Habnemannian method, the symptoma would stand as follows : 

General Symptoms.^Sensation of calmness and quietude of the 
whole system. In rheumatism, its action was very favorable. It 
had a remarkable effect in relieving the pain. 

Skin. — Pi'ofuse sweating all night {from the warm infuMon); 
in a low state of typhus fever it has produced a moist state of 
the skin, when other diaphoretics had failed, and convalescence 
was at once established. The milky juice that exudes from the 
Btalt has been used externally for warts, A poultice of the fresh 
root, boiled, has considerable reputation for the cure of carbun- 
cles, felons, and boils, (No spedjic effect is here produced — a 
poultice of irfmMS_/iftoc6 would do as well.) 

Sleep. — Calm, qniet feeling, with drowsiness towards night. 
G-reat sleepines, with profuse sweating ; sensation in the morning 
on waking as if he had "slept hard.'' 

iBTer- — It does not seem to cause febrile symptoms, as a pri- 
mary effect, but it is said to cause the pulse to rise from 50 to 
70, with increased heat of skin, when it does not cause dim-esis 
or diaphoresis, 

CiiKiCAi, Rbmaek. — It would seem indicated in cases of fever 
from suppressed perspiration; mth scanty m'ine, headache, and 
pulse at 75. 

Head. — The only perceptible effect it had upon the brain of 
one of the pvovers, was to cause a cahn, quiet feeling, perhaps a 
little drowsiness towards night. The other prover said it caused 
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"an agrecalile sensatioa at first," afterwards sleepiness; vertigo, 
with headacbe. When the medicine does not cause diuresis or 
diaphoresis, violent headache will sometimes ensue ; dnll and stupid. 

Clinical Remabks, — From the above it would seem to be 
homceopatMo to eleepinesSj which has followed upon any excite- 
ment of the brain of an agreeable nature ; also, headache with 
vertigo. But it promises to be most useful in those cephalalgias 
which occur after suppressed perspirations, or which arise from 
the retention of effete matters in the system which ought to have 
been carried off through the skin or kidneys. It will certainly 
prove nseful in nervous headaches, whidi are followed by profuse 
diuresis; in this respect it resembles ignatia, pulsatUla and gel- 
semioum. Headache with dullness and stupidity. 

Gastric Symptoms, etc — Tongue covered with a white fur; had 
but little relish for food ; bowels moved oftener than usual ; diar- 
rhtea with persistent nausea, and with vomiting. 

Kidneys, etc- — The following table will best illustrate its action 
upon these emunctoriea : 





"sr 


Speolflo 
BniTity. 


Total 


uline. 


Inatease 


#^w.v'^r 








SE 










1 Days...- 





By this it will be seen that the asclepias ayr, notably ij 
the solid mattei^ of the wrine. This is an important feet, for from 
the careful experiments of Dr. Hammond (Hammond's Physiolog- 
ical Memoii-s), it appears that colchioum actnally increases the 
organic and inorganic solids of the urine, while digitalis, squills 
and juniper increase only the inorganic matter. Now, as it is the 
organic matter which is generally considered as contaminating the 
blood in disease, it is evident they (digitalis, squilia and juniper) 
exert no effect whatever in depurating the blood, but on the con- 
trary are positively injurious. 

CuNTCAi- Remakes. — Asde^ias syriaca then, is a congener of 
eolchicum, and as such must be found useful in many diseases in 
which the latter drug has been successfully used. 

Ill Scarlatina, when the head symptoms correspond, it may 
prove a usefiil auxiliary remedy. 

In Scarlatinal Dropsy, I predict it will be found as useful as 
eolchicum (which I have found one of our most important reme- 
dies), apis, apocynum, hellebore or arsenieum. 

It is now fully estabhshed that the dropsy, which follows scarlet 
fever is caused by the seailatjnal poison which, in its passage into 
and through the kidneys, sete up an "aeute desquamative ne- 
phritis." 

Dr. Todd (" Urinary Diseases," page 120) says: "There are 
three conditions, which I imagine gives rise to the production of 
the dropsy. These are: Ist, a peculiar irritated state of the 
kidneys ; 2d, an analogous morbid state of the skin ; and, 3d, a 
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ceitain depravity of the blootl — by which I mean not only a de- 
ficiency in the amount of red corpuscles of that fluid, as well as of 
the solids of the serum, but also the unnatural presence of 
certain poisonous matters which interfere with its proper nutrient 
changes.'' 

It is this "poiBonous matter which irritates the skin and kidneys 
and causes the dropsy." 

Now, it will be recollected, that the aaclepiaa syr. causes " violent 
headache, increased rate of pulse, vertigo, dullness and stupor,'' 
when it did not cause diuresis or perspiration. That is, when the 
impression which the drug, after pouring into the blood, caused 
upon the nervous centres,, did not react upon the kidneys and skin ; 
the brain felt the force of the medicinal action, {Similar condi- 
tions occur from the use of alcohol.) Also, when the scarlatinal 
poison in the blood, is not carried off through the kidneys or skin, 
the brain and nervous system suffers, and convulsions uioro or less 
fatal ensue. 

Aselepias syriaoa, seems to be a more rational remedy for this 
condition than any other, not even excepting colcbicum, and I pre- 
dict that its use in scarlatinal dropsy will bear me out in my belief. 
It will also relieve, I think, those rheumatio pains which often oc- 
cur after that disease. I would advise the patient to be placed in 
•bed, and this remedy administered as follows: a few drops of the 
2nd, Ist, or even the mother tincture, in an ounce of warm sweet- 
ened water ; the dose repeated every hour, until the skin and kid- 
neys begin to act normally. (Apis, Hellebore, Apocyc, or Colcbi- 
cum, should be given in the same manner.) If more convenient, 
give a weak warm infusion — 1 dram of the root to 1 pint water. 

In Dropsy, especially when arising from suppressed perspiration, 
or some forms of renal disease, it will be useful. We do not know 
what are the peculiar pathological changes which it can cause in 
the kidneys, and we are equally ignorant of the pathological ef- 
fects of Apis, Apoc. c. and most of our best remedies for dropsy. 
But it may be considered a general rule, that a drug which p-smia- 
rily causes div^6si«, wiU secondarily cause dropsy. In proof of 
this, we may cite the provings of Canth., Apooyniim c, Arsenicum, 
Apis., and all the so-called diuretics. They first excite the kidneys 
to abnormal action ; then the reaction follows, and we have suspen- 
sion of function, and consequent effusion, 

Asdepias syr. then is truly homreopathic to renal dropsy. Dr. 
Pattee a&j6 : "It has in my hands certainly proved useful in the 
removal of dropsical effusions. Br. Smith relates the case of a 
man of 80, who had general dropsy, caused by taking cold ; he was 
enormously swollen ; he commenced taking 2 oz of the cold infu- 
sion every two hours ; in 24 hours he had passed over three gallons 
of water, and in a week, all the dropsical symptoms had disap- 
peared." 

I once treated a case of general dropsy from disease of the heart. 
In the advanced stages, afber all the usual remedies had one aflcr 
the other failed to give relief, I resorted to the Aselepias syr. ; 
not having any tincture, I ordered an infnsioo — 1 oz. to a quart of 
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■water— the fresh root was iise3 ; h tablespoon fill of this prcpara- 
tion was given every two hours. Under its use the urine increased 
to nearly a gallon a day, and the breathing was nmoh relieved. The 
patient was made comfortable by its use for many weeks, but finally 
died of the cardiac disease, 

Dr. Pattee says, in large doaea it will produce ardor terinw." 
The perastent use of small doses will have the same effect ; in fact, 
all "diuretic" medicines have the same effect. By the continued 

iwitition wtioli they Leop ap la ihe urSnarj- organs, indaminattoii is 

finally induced. This inflammation may lead on to organic diseaee, 
and eousGquGnt anaaarca. Here we have the foundation for a gen- 
eral rale, VIZ. : 3T%a( ail diiM-etice are Becondarily hommopatJdc to 
the various forms of renal dropsy. 

Uteriig, etc. In the case of dropsy from heart-disease, referred 
to above ; the patient's menses had not appeared for 4 months ; she 
showed no signs of pregnancy ; indeed, it was deemed impossible, 
that such condition could exist. Such was the general cedema that 

About 34 hours jvfter she commenced the use of the Asclepias 
syr. ; and after diuresis had set in, she was taken with severe labor- 
like pains; pressing down from small of the back to the liypogas- 
trium, with a scanty discharge of pale red blood. These pains in- 
creased with each dose, but disappeared a few hours after suspend- 
ing the medicine. Upon resuming it, the pains again appeared. 
The experiment was tried several times with similar resultF. In 
her feeble state, it was not deemed prudent to carry the experi- 
ment further. 

Cliiticai. Ekmakkis.— In this caae, whether prcgcauoy was 
present or not, the Asclepias syr. manifested a decided specific ac- 
tion upon the uterus. It caused intermitting, bearing-down, labor- 
like pains, which but few drugs will do. (Maci-otis, Caulophyllum, 
Uva urei.) The uterine pains caused by Ergot, Tanacetum, and 
others of that class are more constant, remitting. 

In domestic use it has some reputation aa an emmenegogue, and 
abortivant. It has been em.ployed in dysmenorrhcca and amenor- 
rhcea by eclectic physicians with alleged success. 

The above experiment would go to show, that it was homceo- 

pathic to djsmenorr^^a SB^ E^rsalGHsd abortiODi Eapeoiallj when 

mere is oopiona ^suiiarge of urine. iJjemenorrhcea is often ac- 
companied by diuresis, ia which caae this remedy would be per- 
fectly indicated. 



ASCLEPIAS TUBEEOSA. 

(P&KfHJ/ Soot.') 

The root of this vai'lety of Asclepias ia perennial, and gives 
origin to numerous stems which are erect, ascending, or procum- 
bent, round, hatiy, of a green or reddish color, branching at the top, 
and about 18 inches in height. {It rarely exceeds this, although it 
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is stated to be three feet by some authorities.) The leaves are scat- 
tered, oblong-lanceolate, very hairy, of a deep rich greea color on 
their uppec snrface, paler beneath, and supported usually on short 
foot stalks. The flowers are of a beautiful reddish-orange color, and 
^spoaed in terminal or lateral corymbose umbels. The fruit ia an 
erect, laoceolata follicle, with flat ovate seeds, connected to a longi- 
tudinal receptacle by long silky hairs. This plant differs from other 
species of Asclepias in not emitting a milky jaioe when wounded. 
It flourishes from Massachusetts to Georgia, and when in full bloom, 
in the months of June and July, exhibits a splendid appearence. 
The root is the part used in m.edieine. This ia large, irregularly 
tuberous, branching, often somewhat fusiform ; externally brown, 
internally white and striated, and in the recent state, of a sub-acid 
nauaeotis taste. When dried it ia easily pulverized, and has a bitter, 
but not otherwise unpleasant taste. 

It is considered by the eclectic school and othera to be diaphore- 
tic and expectorant, and in large doses cathartic. It is employed 
in regular; practice and domestic use, ia catarrh, pneumonia, pleurisy 
and consumption. It is held in high estimation in dysentery, 
rheumatism, and in cardialgia from flatulence or indigeation. 

The following proving, if such it can be called, was communicated 
to the Jour, de la Societe Gallicana de Med, Hom. by A. Savery, 
M. D,, who, it aeema was a pupil of Dr. B. Mure, of Brazilian prov- 
ings "notoriety." 

linsert the "proving," in order that no accusation of unjust 
bias can be made against me. At the same time I must enter my 
honest protest against the manner in which th'e experiment was 
made ; and state my conaciontioua belief of the utter worthlessuesa 
of the proving. I will state the grounds of my objections. 

Only Pwo drops of the tincture was taken; no repetition of the 
dose was made, and all the symptoms, sensations, &a., felt by the 
prover, for the eusamg fortt/ days were recorded. It is stated that 
at the commencement of the proving, the prover was sufferring from 
irritation of the respiratory organs and stomach. 

Now when we consider that the Asdepias is a mild, unirritating 
medicine, except in large doses, much milder in its action than Ipecac, 
or Apocyuum; that m domestic practice it ia common for those hav- 
ing catarrhs, fever, or any simple ailment, to drink a pint of the 
decoction, and feel no other efi'ects than gentle diaphorcMS, and com- 
plin of no after symptoms; that eclectic physicians use it in almost 
every disease, in large doses of the fluid extract, or even the active 
principle aselepin, and note no bad effects ; and Anally, when I state 
thati have taken the tincture in 10 and 20 drop dosea four times a 
day and never noticed any unpleasant effects — any such symptoms as 
Savery records, it seems incredible that the long list of serious 
symptoms should be caused by only two drops of the tincture. 

We must remember, too, the adrdssion that the experimenter had 
" respiratory and gastric irritation," when he took the first dose, and 
this alone should lead us to look with suspicion upon the proving. 

It is with a good deal of hesitation that I have admitted this 
"proving" into the volume, for it is avcry grave and important 
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matter to give a proving, which may be instrumental in determining 
the life or death of a patient. 

Suppose the proving of Veratrum alb. had been unreliable and 
felse? How many thousands of cholera patients would have gone 
down to the gi-ave without an administration of the proper remedial 
specific. We hold in our hands, oftentimes, the lives of our patients, 
and it behooves us to be solemnly conscientioua in the selection of 
those remedies which we use at the bedside of the sick, "We should 
neither be swayed, by theory, prejudice, or the dictum of other men, 
but carefully weigh the value of a pathogenesis by the light of rea- 
son and experience. 

I copy the proving as it was translated and arranged by Dr. 
Rheea, and published in tlie Amer. Horn. Review, vol. 3, and will 
not offer any clinical remarks of my own wit/t this proving, but let 
it stand by itself, and if any physician sees fit to accept the patho- 
genesis as a reliable one, let him do so upon his own responsibility. 
The symptoms enumerated bear some resemblance to those which 
have been cured by asdepias tuberosa; bat throwing aade all other 
circumstances, this proving should be substantiated by others beforp 
it could be received. I fully agree with Prof. Small, that the true 
test of the reliability of all provings is the multiplicity of experi- 
ments. If they all evolve the same or similar symptoms, we cannot 
hesitate to accept them. (The numerals indicate the days after 
taking the medicine.) 

DE. SAYEBT'S PEOVINQ. 

General Symptoms. — Sensation of mtmbness in the whole body. 
Excessive weakness in the morning in bed. Walking seems im- 
poHMble. Sensation while walking as if he run hut forward toward 
the left side. Aching in the bones, and rheumatic pains in the ex- 
tremities, prittcipally in the joints ; those pains appear in one arm 
and in the op[)osit6 leg at the same time ; thus if the left arm is 
affected the right leg suffers in sympathy, and the left leg with the 
right arm ; this circumstance was almost constant. Quivering and 
twitching of the muscles in different parts ; emaciation, 

Skin. — Pimples, vesicles or pustules began to appear on the 15th 
day, and spread gradually over almost the whole body, but particu- 
larly on the arms, legs, and in the face ; they are very painful and 
itch excessively, and continue more than eight days, A red in- 
flamed spot on the apper part of the right thigh, as large as a dol- 
lar, pEunfiil and itching, continuing several days, and leaving a dark 
Stain (23). Many vesioles on the lips (23). Pock-like pustules on the 

Clinical Ebkakks. — We believe it be a powerful anti-psoric, 
useful for cutaneous eruptions. — Saveby. 

Sleep. — Difficult aud late sleep at night, with great sleepiness in 
the morning, and through the day. Confused and anxious dreams, 

FOTer. — Feverish the first day, the pulse being at firet 55, after- 
wards 7o. Sometunes much thirst, sometimes none. On the 
eighth day, pulse 92. Pulse thready, 65, during diai'rhisa. 

Mind and Bensorlnm. — ^Excessive dejection (15). Weakness of 
9 
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memory (2). Difficulty of thinking', collectedly. Feeling of drunk- 
enness after smoking very little, with weafcneaa of vision. 

Head.— Pain in the forehead with a feeling of heaviness in the 
side, continuing the ■whole day, (1). Headache is present almost 
daily, generally move sevei'e eai'ly in the morning. Headache in the 
morning, while rising, with weakness, that he must lie down again ; 
it continued the whole day, and all the following night, (7), Prick- 
ing as with naiis in the head, and at the same time in other parts, 
(2). Pains in the scalp, in the left aide of the occiput, like touching 
a pustule, (le). Falling of the hair, (39). 

Clinioai. RBMABita. — [t has proved useful in Cephalalgia ; 
gastric headaches, nem-algias. — S. 

Eyes. — Transitory pain behind the left eyeball, in a few minutes. 
Broad dark spots before the eyes, with slow poise of 55, (1). 
Itching in the angles and lids of the right eye, (3). Inflammation of 
the conjunctiva for many days; (this, however, is not an unusual 
symptom with the prover). Pain in the eyes, by gaslight. The 
eyes look lanquid and fatigued. Feeling as if sand were in the 
eyes. Tbe lower lids are pwuful as if nleerated. 

Face. — ^Yellowness of the face, (15) Faoies hippocratioa (after 
"violent diarrhfea on the 15th day). Yellow coating on tlie teeth. 
Pain in the right inferior molarg, (24). 

Moat&. — Itching of the lips. Lips inflamed and covered with 
herpetic vesicles. Guoas very pale and almost yellow ; they bleed 
easily and repeatedly. Yellow, tough coating on the tongue, 
putrid taste. 

Piiapyni. — Transitory constriction and stinging in the throat, 
extending to the larynx, (1). Pains in the throat. Soreness of the 
throat, (26). 

Appetite. &e- — Deficient appetite, especially in the morning, 
insatiable hungei', (3). Eructations on the first day, less frequent 
on the second. Nausea iu the morning on rising, (17). Taste of 
blood in the mouth. 

Stomach-— Burnmg in the stomach (after 25 minutes). Pains in 
the stomach ; nervous, even amounting to violent gastralgia ; also 
crarap-Iike. Sensation as if the stomach would burst, while laugh- 
ing. The pains in the stomach continue, almost without a day's 
intermission until the 42nd day. 

Clinical Remaek. — Gastralgia. — S. 

Abdomen. — Throbbing in the left hypochondria. Pains in the 
intestines, (after 20 minutes) subsequently attended with burning in 
the right hypochondriac region and stomach. Much flatulence, 
smelling like the medicine, with colic-like pains, with a sensation 
when walking as if the belly would drop. Violent pain in the 
hypogastvium as if the region were ulcerated with tenderness to 
pressure. Colic, while going np stairs ; while walking ; after one 
o'clock, (8-14) and also in the morning, during each stool. 

Clinical Remarks. — It is indicated and useful in enteritis. 
(Jaundice), etc, Savert. 

Stool. — Fluid, painful stool (2) of very strong smell (37). Clammy 
stool, of green color, and smoUing like spoiled eggs, followed 
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by jjaiii ia tbe arms. On the 14th day, at 1 o'clock at night, a 
painful and copious stool with violent colic, and a sensation as 
ihoogh the bowels would oome out ; half an hour afterwards, small 
but very painful stool ; at 2 o'clock the same kind of stool, but with 
increased pain, (Verat. 8, relieved the pain). At 11 o'clock, another 
stool almost black in color, clammy, with many ascarides, and yellow 
spots like fat, attended with a feeling as if a stream of fire passed 
through the abdomen. In the afternoon, a stool of intense yellow 
color, with green and yellow flaltes. In the evening, a stool exactly 
like the white of an egg, with no foecal matter whatever. The fol- 
lowing day the fcecee are entirely enveloped in froth. Tenesmus. 

CuNiCAL Remarks. — We have found it curative in acute enter- 
itis ; and it is indicated in dysentery, diarrhoea, etc. * 

Urine.— Diuing the first 12 days the urine is red to saturation. 
On the iJth day it looks as if mised with blood; after standing a 
short time, small, dark red, almost black points of tho size of a pin'a 
head rise on the surface, and much muons is deposited on the bot- 
tom of the ve^el. The urine is more red than normal all the time. 

Male and Sexual Oi^ans.-— Panful stitches in the urethra, 
repeatedly. Ulcerous excoriations on the j^lans, resembling 
chancre, with a pus-like secretion, (disappearing in a few days from 
washing in m-ine.) [The prover had chancre 10 yeai's ago. One 
year ago, while proving this medicine, on the 3d day a chancre 
appeared on the leftside of the prepuce, then on the right, lasting 
two days. Copious perspiration of the genitals. 

CLnncAL E.EMAEKS. — We have employed tliis medicine with 
uniform success in constitutional syphilis, and it is indicated in ven- 
ereal diseases. * 

Catarrlial. — At first dry, then fluent coryza during the first few 
days, with much sneezing. Subsequently a blowing out of some 
blood from one nostril for several days. 

Clinical Eekaeks, — It may prove useful in asthma and affec- 
tions of the nose, * 

Larynx and Chest, Heart.— Pam in the larynx. The breath smells 
like pepper. Necessity to inspire hurriedly, followed by a sensa- 
tion of oppression. Want of breath like asthma, often very great, 
particularly after eating and smoking. Pain in the right lung. 
Pricking pain in the region of the heart. Contracting pain in the 

Cmnical Remaeks. — We have employed it successfully in cases 
of phthisis and asthma. It seems indicated in carditis. * 

BauK and Bxtrem)tlcs. — Stinging, transitory stitches between the 
shoulder blades. Pain in the loma like lumbago. Pain in left 
shoulder, soon after, in the right, like rheumatism. Pain in bones 
of left arm. Rheumatic pain in fore arm down to fingers. Numb- 
ness of right hand. Violent itching in bands and fingers. Pain in 
hips like coxalgia. Rending pain in knees up to the hips, when 
walking and rising. The anKle feel as if sprained. Pain in bones 
of left ankle, drawing in soles and in the toes. Violent itching on 
the legs up to the knees. 
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Glinicai, Rkmakks, — It seems to be indicated in articular 
rheumatism and boce pains. Ltimbago, &c. * 

KEMARKS.—Itie to be regreted tliat the foregoing experiment 
was not conducted differently. Had the dose (3 drops) been 
repeated evei^ 4 or 6 hours, and other persona joined in the proving, 
something reliable might have been evolved ; bat in this case we 
ate at a loss to know whether any of the symptoms resulted from 
the medicane, or whether the " gastric and respiratory irritation'' 
■which the prover had when he commenced, waa not the cause of the 
long an-ay of symptoms. 

1 am free to admit that the symptoms of the stomach, cheat and 
bowels, are similar to those which Itnow to be caused by asclepiaa 
tuberosa, but we should have further provings before we blindly 
accept tbia one. I will briefly mention the conditons for which I 
have prescribed the asclepias tnb. with apparent benefit. 

Generally, it is very appropriate in diseases of chUdren. In this 
respect it resembles Ipecac, also in asthmatic personsj and those 
subject to catarrhal affections; and many diseases which owe their 
origin to cold and damp weather. 

(a.) It is useful in the coughs and colds of children; in a 
loose rattling cough with difficulty of breathing ; in those 
nasal catarrhs which children suffer from (" snnffles "). I have 
known a child cm-ed of hoarse cronpy cough, tightness of 
breathing, and fever with hot but tnoist skin, by half a teaspoooful 
of weak inftieioo, administered by the mother, every hoar ; no vomit- 
ing or nausea was caused. (The dose m this case was about eqoal 
to a drop of the 1-10 dilution.) I once treated a case of pleurisy in 
a child 12 years of age with Asd^ias t. 2nd ; the symptoms were 
much pain of a cutting character in the left side, during inspiration ; 
some dyspnea, fever, and hacking cough, Mo other medicine waa 
given and on the fifth day the patient was convalescent. 

Such confidence have the country people in this remedy, that I 
have known parents treat. their children for catarrhal fever, pneu- 
monias, etc., with this plant, giving it in warm infusion, rather 
than run the risk of placing them under the care of allopathic phy- 
sicians.. It is not necessary to induce its nauseant action, in order 
to get its beneficial influence on the organs of respb-ation. This fact 
the eclectic school now acknowledge^ as does the aUopathic school 
in relation to Ipecac and Tartar emetic. There is certainly a large 
amonnt of testimony in favor of the specific action of Asclepiaa 
tuberosa, upon the rrapiratory organs. We ivill quote some of the 
most important authorities. 

I>r. TFooi? says, "it has long been employed in catarrh, pneu- 
monia, pleurisy, consumption and other pectoral affections, and 
appears to be decadedly useful if applied in the early stages. 

Dr. BigeloiP writes, *'I am satisfied of its utility as an expector- 
ant medicine, and have Been no inconsiderable benefit arise from its 
use as a palliative inphthisia. 

Dr. Beach declares, "itaaction on the lungs is spedfic, assisting^ 
suppressed expectoration, and relieving the difficult breathing of 
patients who are laboring under attacks of pleurisy, which circum- 
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stance lias obtained for it one of its popular names." It relievos 
difficulty of breathing in general, together with pains in the chest. 

Several -writers have stated that they " have used it in many 
cases of pleurisy and pneumonia with the most marked advantage, 
and this too, in nearly evei'y stage of these complaints. * * It 
not only operates favorably as a diaphoretic, but is an expectorant of 
trancendent value, invariably increasing the freedom of breathing, 
and exerts a specific control over inflammation of the thoracic 
Tiscera." " It has been used with benefit in asthma,'' etc. 

(b.) I have found it useful in vomiting of mucus, and gastic de- 
bility. J*ro. Lee says, " It is nseful in atonic dyspepsia, restoring 
tone to the stomach, and relieving gastric pains and flatulence." 
Any drug which is capable of caosmg irritation of the stomach, 
induces weakness of that organ ; deranges the digestive function, 
and thence dyspepsia. Asdepias tub. then cures this condition in 
small doses because it causes it in large. 

(c.) In the colic fi'om flatulence, or from intestinal irritation, in 
children or adults, or in catarrhal diarrhoea, this remedy will be 
found useful. In this respect it resembles Chamomilla, I have 
found it useful in the dysenteries ocournng in the autumn months, 
when the nights are eold and damp. Dr. Parker, of Mass., employ- 
ed it for 25 years in dysentery, and had the greatest confidence in 
its powers. I have known it to cure in a few hours, severe rheuma- 
tic paina from a cold, with chilliness alternating with heat. I have 
generally used the tincture in doses of two or three drops, or the 
Ist or 2d dil., in same doses. I have no doubt but the higher 
dilutions would act equally well especially in young children. 



BAPTISIA TIICTORIA. 

(_WSd Indu/o. Morscfiy-Weed.) 

This plant is indigenous, growing in most part of the United 
States, in dry and poor soils, in woods and ou hills. It blooms in 
July and August, having bright yellow flowere, in small loose clus- 
ters at the end of the branches. It resembles a shrub, and grows 
from one to two feet high. The fruit is an oblong pod of a bluish 
black color. It contains indigo, tannin, an acid, and baptisin. 
When the whole plant or auy portion of it is dried, it becomes 
black and affords a blue dye, inferior to Indigo. In some parts of 
the country the young shoots are used as a substitute -for aspara- 
gus, to which they bear some resemblance, and they occasionally 
cause drastic purgation, especially if eaten after they assume a 
green color. Alcohol and water will take up its active properties. 
Its medicinal virtues reside principally in the bark of the root. 
This agent promises fair to become one of our most powerful and 
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valuable polychrets. We have several provings of it, made by Drs. 
Burt, Hill, Doaglaa, Thompson and others. But the proving of Dr. 
W. H. Burt, is the most thorough and suggestive. Dr. B. is one of 
the most coiTect and enthusiastic provere in the hom<Eopathic ranks. 
Eclectic writers utter their usual indefinite phrases, in relation .to 
this agent. Without any clear idea of its physiological action, they 
assert it to be anti-septio, astringent, toaic, emetic, cathartic 
and alterative. One only wonders that they did not use all the 
rest of the terms found in Materia Medica. Not a few of that 
school oonader it a " febrifuge," and many deem it to be power- 
fully "deprrasant" in its action over the nervous and vaseuiar 
systems, whDe King says it is a " stimulant." It is only by a study 
of the general and special symptoms elicited by ouv provings, that 
we can arrive at any correct conclusion as to its real eifects upon 
the healthy organism. There ia one property which the physicians 
of the eclectic school allege the Baptisia to possess, which should 
command our attention and investigation, I allude to its asserted 
mitiseptia power. Applied in the form of a wash, to ulcers, 
mucous surfaces, etc., when there is a tendency to pnti'escency of 
the fluids and solids, gangrenes, ftetid dischai'ges, etc., it is s^d to 
correct the conditions alluded to, in a very prompt manner. It is 
therefore advised in " malignant sore mouth and throat, mercurial 
sore mouth, scrofulous or syphilitic ophthalmia, erysipelatous ulcers," 
etc. My experience, and that of some of my colleagues in the 
homceopathic school, would seem to verify some of these assertions. 
Its action seems to be somewhat analogous to the chlorine com- 
pounds. 

tleiieral Sjmptoms. — "If given in very large doses it causes a 
very disagreeable prostration of the whole system.'' — {King,) 
Lying in one position for a few minutes, as upon the back, caused 
the sacral region to become exceedingly painful, as though I had 
lain on the hard floor all night, and inducing the conviction that a 
short continuance of the same position, would cause bed acres. 
When turning on the other side, the same sensation was produced 
on the hips, obliging me at last to turn on my face to relieve those 
parts. (D) (Arnica causes, the same symptom, and it is very com- 
monly met with in typhoid fever. — Hcde) Intolerance of pres- 
sure on aU parts upon which pressure was made. Felt weak and 
tremulous, as though recovering from a fit of sickness. Incapable 
of making any vigorous mental or physical exertion. An indes- 
cribable sick feeling all over, with gi'eat languor. Stiffness of all 
the joints as though strained. Rheumatic pains and soreness all 
over the body. 

CiLsiCAL Remarks. — All these symptoms, mdicate clearly that 
the Baptisia ia an analogue of Rhus, Mercury, and even some of 
the "nervous-sedatives.'' It powerfully lowers the vitality of the 



CaAEACTEEiSTic SYMPTOMS, — Ail the symptoms increased by 
taking a glass of beer. The pains are of a presaive, drawing char- 
acter ; aggravated by motion, relieved by rest and excitement. The 
i-ight side of the body is most afiectod. 
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Jfervons System. — The hands felt large and were tremulous, 
with a peculiar thrilling sensation through both hands and feet, 
somewhat like "going to sleep," a want of cii'oulation. Intolerance 
of preBsnre on all parts of the body — it caused soreness. (D) Arms 
and legs tremble. Numb sensations all over the body. Sensiition 
of paralysis of the eje-lids. The geAeyal action of the Baptisia, 
upon the nervous system, is that of a sedative. It seems to caase 
a degree of paralysis, both of sensation and motion. In this it 
resembles Rhus, Aconite and Gelseminum. It may cause a peculiar 
eretkiBm, of the nervous system, but this condition Is due to debi- 
Uty and not stimulation. 

Ljniphatio Sfstem. — Swelling of the inguinal glands. Swelling 
of tha tonsils. — {Bi^.) Like Mercury and Phytolacca, the Bap- 
tisia seems to stimulate or rather irritate, the glandular system. 
Allopathic writers decree that Mercury is a stimulant to the lym- 
phatic and glandular system, although it depresses all tlie other 
functions of organic life. This is the general belief of the adhe- 
rents of that school. It is not a healthy stimulation, but 
rather an irritation. Phytolacca and Baptisia have the same 
action. They are therefore homfeopathio : primarily, to irritation 
of the glandular system, iwad seeondarily : to indolent atonic states 
of that system." It may be as well in this place to quote .the tes- 
timony of eclectic writers, as to the specific action of Baptisia upon 
the glands. "It acts powerfully upon the glandular systems, 
increasing all the glandular secfetions. The leaves applied in 
fomentations have discussed tumors and swelling of the female 
breast, resembling schin-us.'' — (JTm^.) "It has been used with 
advantage as a deobstruent^ in visceral obstructions and 'engorge- 
ments.'' (J, & S. Mat. Med.) " Baptisia is a sure and powerful 
alterative, and may be employed with confidence in all affections 
of the glandular Bystem. In scrofula and cutaneous disorders few 
remedies are more beneficial." — {Coe.) I have khown it used in 
phagadenie ulcerations of glands with excellent results. In several 
cases of ulceration of the tonsils, after scarlatina, or in diphtheria, 
it has, in my hands, surpassed my expectations: I used it both 
internally and locally, 

Mueons Membranes. — By examining its special effects as recorded 
in the proving, it will be seen that the Baptisia causes ulcerations, 
of many mucous surfaces, particularly of the buccal cavity. In 
this respect it resembles Mereuritts, Nitric acid, Phytolacca, and 
Cornns cir. It is speijifically indicated in discharges from mucous 
surfaces having a fcstid odor, and a sanious excoriating character. 
The particular indications for its use will be given under appropriate 



Vascular System, Fever, etc— Peeling of greatly increased 
compass and Irequently of the pulsations of the heart ; pulsations 
seem to fill the cheat; the pulse (usually but little over 70) 00, full 
and soft. Uncomfortable burning heat of the whole surface, espe- 
cially the face. Tongue felt dry, smarted and felt sore, sa if burnt. 
The heat compelled me to move to a cool pait of the feed, and 
finally to vise and open a window, and wash my face and handii; 
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■with these symptoma there was a peculiar feeling of the head, 
which is never felt except during the presence of fevor ; a sort of 
excitement of the brain which is the preliminaryj or rather begin- 
ning of delirium. For a short time, dight febrile, chilly hompula- 
tions on tlie lower limbs and back. (D) Burning sensation over 
the body, followed by perspiration, vomiting, and diarrhma with 
dark stools, debility slow, round, full pulse. (Beckwith.) Thirst 
and flashes of heat over the face. General heat after going to bed. 
Heat and burning in the lower extremities, so intense as to prevent 
sleep. Chill all day with fever at night, with rheumatic pains and 
soren^s all over the body. Pulse at first accelerated ; afterwai^ds 
became very low and faint. Surface of the body chilly. 

CtiNicAi, Bbmabks. — The cai-eftil investigator, cannot fail to 
be struck with the evident fact, that Baptisia, if long continued 
in large doaea, would be capable of inducing a condition of the 
blood similar to the " typhus crasis''; and a state of the fluids of 
the body, nearly identical with that ooourring in low fevers. Its 
action on the nei-vous system also would tend to set up a typhoid 
erethism, and its efiects upon mucous suvfeces would indicate its 
power to cause those peculiar intestinal lesions which constitute the 
characteristic of typhoid fever. Before giving the experience of 
our school in the use of Baptiaia in fevers, I will present the 
testimony of eclectic physicians. J£ing says it is indicated in 
typhus, and all cases when there is a tendency to putresoenoy. He 
uses it in the low stage of typhoid fever, and in all typhoid condi- 
tions, occuring in other diseases. Jones asserts, that it has been 
used snccessfally in eases of typhoid and typhus fever, whenever 
there is a tendency to putresoenoy. It is resorted to by eclectic 
practitioners in low fevers, with the same confidence, that we admi- 
nister the mineral acids, Khus, Bryonia, etc. Under its use, they 
clmm that the disease is materially shortened in duration, and rob- 
bed of its Intensity ; but they unluckily compound it so often with 
other drugs, that we must look to homfeopathic authority for clear 
proof of its usefulness. The following cases, related by Dr. Hoyt, 
in the North Amer. Jour, Vol. 6, p. 226, were the first to bring 
the Baptisia to the notice of the profession. It was used by many 
physicians however, before the cases alluded to were published : 
Case 1. — Mrs. C. was taken with typhus fever, and treated allopath- 
ically. She became so reduced that her life was despEured ot, and 
after the continuation of the fever for thirty-one. days, as a last 
resort, Mr. C. prepared a decoction of the Baptisia; taking a 
piece of the root about three inches long, and gth inches thick, 
steeping it in ^ pint of water. He commenced by giving her 5 or 
6 drops of the decoction once in 15 minutes, increasmg till he gave 
nearly a teaspoonful at a dose. In about one and one-half hours 
the surface of the patient presented an appearance as though she 
had been literally scalded, so red was the skin, accompanied with 
a most intense superficial heat ; at the same time noticing large 
drops of Bweat standing on he forehead, the medicine was discon- 
tinued. In a few moments a profuse perspii'ation appeared all over 
the body, which continued for nearly 1'2 horn's, or till she was bathed 
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freely with brandy and water. From this time she began to 
improve, and with theioccamonal administration of a drop or two 
of the remedy, got well, without any febrile symptoms. It is worthy 
of remark that immediately upon the administration of the remedy 
she became quiet and fell asleep ; she had been restless and delirious 
for three weeks previous. Cases 2 aiid 3. — Mr. and Mrs, S. being 
very nnwell, I waa called, and found them suffering with symptoms 
of continued fever. After prescribing Aconite, Rbaa tox, etc., 
without much effect, and my patients growing rapidly worse, I 
was induced to use the Baptisia in decoction, as in Case I. I 
remained to watch the operation of my remedy. To my great sur- 
prise in about an hour, the perspiration appeared upon the foreheads 
of my patients, and it gradually covered the entire surface. In 
about sis hours they were thoroughly bathed with tepid water, 
and the next morning scarce a vestige of the fever remained, and 
3 rapid recovery followed. Oase 4.-— Mr. R. was taken with typhus 
fever, and had the usual homteopathie remedies for several days. 
An unfavorable prognoas was given, and the Baptisia was decided 
Tipon. It was administered and its effects watched. In this ease, 
drop doses of an alcoholic tincture were used. The fever was 
reduoed more than one-half In a few hours, and by a continuation 
of the remedy he waa saved. A fierce delirittm was present in this 
case, bnt it rapidly gave way under the action of the medicine." 
Several other cases of undoubted typhoid fever have been reported 
as arrested, by the use of Baptisia. Indeed some phyaoians are so 
enthusiastic that they assert Its power to " break up" a continued 
fever, in any of its stages. Were it necessary to substantiate the 
valae of Baptist in continued fevers, with typhoid symptoms, I 
could record the testimony of scores of homceopathic physicians, 
who have related their auecessful experience with this remedy. I 
have nsed it for nearly six years in my practice, and consider it 
equally important with Rhus, Phosphoric acid, and Arsenicum, 
when indicated. The following are, in brief, the characteristic 
indications for its use : Chilliness all day ; heat at night ; ohiUiness 
with soreness of the whole body; heavy, dull, bruised sensation in 
the head, stupefying headache, confusion of ideas, delirium at night, 
heavy sleep with frightful dreams, dry red tongue, or brown coated 
tongue, sticky mouth, fcetid breath, fo3tid sweat, and great fretor 
of the disoharges, (urine and stool), great debility and nervous 

Prostration with erethism; ulcerations of a bad character, etc. 
BBually use the mother tincture, or the lower dilutions a few drops 
in water, every one, two, or three hours. It acts well, when 
alterated with phosphoric or muriatio acid, and may be used with 
benefit in nearly all the steles of a typhoid, and even in the pre- 
monitory or forming stage. I am certain, tbat its timely use has 
prevented the establishment of the fever, if given when the first 
symptoms of languor, chilUnesa and soreness of the whole body 
begin to appear. It is doubtful if Baptisia is indicated in dll fevers. 
It is one of the misfortunes of all schools of medicine, that when 
a new remedy comes up, it is seized upon by certMn enthusiastic 
msmbers of the profession, and they, losing Mght of its specific 
10 
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indications, proceed to land it in tLe most extravagant terms, as a 
panacea in all diseases. This has been the i/ase with several new 
remedies lately introdnced in the homceopathic materia mediea, 
Jtumex erispus, a really valuable remedy for pnlmonary aflfections; 
an analogne of Phosphorus ; was so highly lauded, that physicians, 
not finding it equal to the task of curing every kind of cough, threw 
it aside, and is now too much neglected. Some practitioners like 
Dr. Woif, have gone stai'k mad about Apis md.\ others upon 
Aconite, Gelseminnm and Atropine. Such has been the fate of 
Baptisia. Dr. Hill, does not hesitate to recommend it in nearly 
every type and variety of fever, (See " Epitome.") This wholesale 
recommendation, has been an injury to the reputation of the 
medicine, and indirectly an injury to our school, and oui- patients. 
The range of action of Baptisia is as limited as any other fever- 
remedy. It may sometimes be indicated in catarrhai, hUtoua, 
rheumoMe, or congestive fevers ; occasionally in the esanthematoua 
fevers, when they assume an adynamic type ; but only token the 
symptoms and conditions resemble those caused by the medicine. 

Mind.— Restless, uneasy, frightful dreams — gloomy and cast 
down for several days." — XButV) "Troublesome dreams, mental 
excitement bordering on delirium." Indisposition and want of 
power to think ; unhappy ; mind seems weak. (D.) 

Clihicai. Remaeks. — The above symptoms are similar to those 
which precede a typhoid fever. I have often given the Baptisia 
one-tenth in these premonitory states, with the apparent effect of 
preventing the establishment of the fever, 

Sleep. — "Slept two or three hours and waked with difficult 
breathing, a kind of night-mare, dreams of laboring hard in the 
enow, suffering with heat from the exertion and finally being 
smothered in the snow ; unusually sound sleep, dreams about fight- 
ing and disputation, always come off second best." — {Doufflas.'j 
Drowsy, stupid, tired feeling. Very restless after midnight. Rest- 
less night with frightful dreams. Restless until 2 a. m., then sleep 
with frightful dreams. (B.) Dreamed of being bound down wiUi 
a chain across the mouth. 

Clinicai. Remahks.— The symptoms above noted beai" a close 
resemblance to those occurimg in typhoid fevera. The restless 
nights, with delirium, and fiightful dreams, all point to its specific 
applicability in many low feverb 

Head. — "Feeling as if the skm of the forehead woald be drawn 
to the back part of the bead, gieat tightness of the skin of the 
forehead, with pain in the right eye, Irequent pressive pain in the 
right temple. Sharp pains in both temples, dull pressive p^n in 
the forehead, feeling aa if the forehead would be pressed in, dull 
heavy, pressive headache, very much aggravated by motion. Feel- 
ing as if the head was too heavy, numb feeling of the head and 
face."— -(i?r. JBurta Proving^ Dullness of head. Vertigo. Con- 
fused feeling in the head, swimming sensation very like that one 
ejcperiences before the operation of an emetic." {pr, Thomson's 
proving, JV. A. J". Vol. V. page 547. " Peculiar feeling of the 
head, which is never felt, except during the presence of fever. 
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excitement of the brain, such ^ ■pieaedesdeUrium. Dull feeling ia the 
occiput with slight pain and fullness, vessels of head full, head feels 
large. Dizziness, severe frontal headaohe, heat in forehead, sorenesa 
in front pait of head, soreness in the brain, worse when stooping. 
"Brsun feels numb with occasional stitches or shocks in various 
pai-te of the head, bruised feeling in forehead. Vertigo. Sharp 
pain over right eye, then over the left, dull pain in both temples, 
growing more intense, dull stnpid feeling all over the head with 
severe pain in the occiput. Head feels heavy as though I could 
not sit up, headache day and night, causing a sensation of wildness, 
noise increases the headache." — (jFVowmjya by Prof, DouglaaSy 
and Bechoith, Messrs. S&wlet/, Smith, Soyt and 8app, M. A. J. 
VoL VI., pages 228 and 234. 

Clinical Rbmakks. — -The head-ay mptoma of Baptisia resemble 
those caused by Bryonia, Gelseminum, Arnica and Muriatic acid. 
It is indicated in the headache which precedes and aceompaniea 
typhoid fevers; and is useful in some bilious, nervous and rheum- 
atic cephalalgias. I have often given it in the febrile paroxysm of 
an intermittent, when the headache was similar to that caused by 
Baptisia, In such cases it not only relieved the head, but often 
hastened the critical perspiration and shortened the hot stage. My 
former pupil Dr. Rogers, of Laporte, Ind., thinks very highly of it 
in similar instances. He prescribes it at the commencement of the 
cold stage, and continues it through all the stages, and olaims that 
it modifies the paroxysm, but has no anti-periodic power, in pre- 
venting further attacks. He claims also to have used it with bene- 
fit in his own case, during an attack of " cerebro-spinal fever," which 
was epidemic in his loc^ity. The Baptisia has many symptoms 
■which resemble veiy much, those which are said to occur in the 
so-called " spotted fever." We would suggest to our colleagues 
a careful comparison of the symptoms of this dreaded malady, 
with the proving of Baptisia. It may be found to be a valuable 
remedy in the treatment of that fatal epidemic. 

Kyes. — "Feeling as if the eyes would be pressed into the head 
with great confusion of sight; cannot place anything till after 
looking at it a few seconds ; everything seems to be moving. Ver- 
tigo attended with sensation of paralysis of the lids, eyes smart and 
ache severely." {B) "Bloated feeling of the eyes; eyes unusually 
glistening ; disposition to have the eyes half closed ; soreness in 
front pait of head upon moving the eyes or turning them upward ; 
soreness of eyeballs, eyes fee! swollen with burning and sHght 
lachrymation ; congestion of the vessels of the eye, they look red 
and inflamed." — (Doug, et al.) 

Clinicai. Rgmakks. — Many of the eye-symptoms of this medi- 
cine are sunilar to those cansed by Gelseminnm and resemble those 
sensations which in the eyes are premonitory to typhus. It ia 
evidently homceopathic to some varieties of ophthalmia. I[ing and 
others recommend it internally, and as a " wash,'' in serofalons and 
purulent ophthalmia. 

Hose. — "Thick mucus discharge from the nose." (T) "Severe 
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drawing pdns along tbe uOBe." (B) " Catarrh, dull pain at the root 
of the nose.'' (D.) 

CiJNiOAi. ItEMAEKfi. — Internally it may be found uaeftil in some 
forms of catarrh and ozjena, as a topical application. I know the 
infudon, or dilute tincture to be serviceable in obstinate foetid dis- 
charges from tho nasal p^sages. 

Face.— Burning heat of face, feee flushed ood hot; external 
vessels efface distended and full, flashes of heat over the face, feels 
flushed and very hot, cheeks burn," {D) 

SailB. — Deafoess, or dullness of hearing. Roaring in the ears, 
with confusion of the mind. 

CxiNiCAL Remaeks. — Dullness of hearing is a common symp- 
tom of debility, particularly the debility of typhoid states. Baptisia 
is indicated when deafness occurs dui-ing a low fever. It is useful 
as an injection in fcetid, corrosive otorrhtea. 

Mouth, Tongno. etc. — "Profuse flow of saliva; well developed 
ulcers in the mouth ; long, continued flow of saliva. Tongue feels 
as though it had been scraped." (T) "Tongue coated yellow along 
the centre ; flat bitter taste in tie mouth." (B) Tongue feels diy 
on rubbing it against the roof of the mouth, smarted and felt sore 
as if burned, alight, dry burnt feeling of the tongue. Saliva abund- 
ant, somewhat viscid and flat tasting, appetite somewhat impaired, 
food does not taste quite natural. Klthy taste with flow of salivia 
loss of appetite, slight yellow coat on the tongue ; two days after- 
ward, tongue coated whitish and slightly congested. Tongue coated, 
at fii-st white with reddish papilla here and there, followed by a 
yellowish brown coating in the centre, the edges being red and 
shining ; tongue feels thick and swollen, numb pricking sensation 
of the tongue, bad taste ia the mouth. Teeth and gums fee! sore. 
Oozing of blood from the gctms. 

Clinical Remarks.— The above symptoms of the buccal cavity, 
aflbrd escellent proof of the law of " Similia " as a law of cure. 
They show that the Baptisia will cause conditions of the mucous 
membrane of the month, etc., similar to those for which it is so 
much used in eclectic practice. An exhaustive proving would 
uudoobtedly develop symptoms of a more aggravated cbavacler, 
as putrid ulcerations, etc. .SVw^ speaks highly of the Baptisia as 
a wash to malignant, ulcerous sore mouth ; mercurial sore mouth, 
and many other pathological conditions of the buccal cavity. It 
causes salivation and ulceration ; I have used it for many yeai's in 
chronic, mercurial sore-mouth, when the gums were loose, flabby, 
dark red or purple, and the breath was intolerably fratid. Next 
to chlorate of potash, it is the best remedy we have to remove 
and palliate that disagreeable condition. It is indicated in stoma- 
titis materna ; cancrnm oris ; and nearly all diseases of the mouth 
and tongue, characterized by ulceration, putrescency, etc. But in 
all these diseases, it should be used topicaOy as well as internally. 
Like chlorate of potash, the mineral acids, hydrastiis, etc., the cure 
is materially hastened by the local application of the diluted tinc- 
ture, or watery infusion. I usually prescribe it as follows : Baptisia 
root one drachm, hot water one pint, or, Tincture Baptisia one drm. 
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cool water four oz. This may be used as a wash, gargle, or local appli- 
cation ill aiiy form, when it is indicated. At the same time, the tinc- 
ture or the dilutions may be given interoally, at suitable intervals. 
In typhus conditiona we find many of the above pathogenetic 
symptoms, in nearly every case. They afford special indications 
for the selection of this medicine. 

IHirost.—" Soreness of the throat with BCi-apbg and burning. 
Eaw sensation in the pharynx with a large amount of viscid m«ous 
Constrictive i'eeling in the throat, causing frequent efforts at deglu- 
tition. Pricking sensation in the npper part of phai'nyx. Slight 
angina, throat feels swollen or full; tonsils and soft palate injected 
with pain in the root of the tongue when swallowing. 

Clinioai. Rkmaeks.— The action of Baplisia upon the throat i? 
quite marked. It irritates the tonsils, uvula, and foHicular glands. 
It is homceopathic, and has been found cnrative in ulcerating sore 
throat, suppurating tonsUs, cataiThai angina, etc. If the an- 
gina tends to assume a putrid character, the ulcers dark, and breath 
fffitid, the Baptisia is particularly indicated. Many of my col- 
leagues as well as myself value it very highly in the treatment of 
diphtheria, as an auxiliaiy to Merc, iod. Kali biclirom. or Kali bro. 
It is indicated when putrescent symptoms appear, when the nerv- 
ous system becomes depressed, and there is mnch prostration. 
The premonitory symptoms of diphtheria, bear a strong reKemblance 
to many of the symptoms of Baptisia, . It should be used as a 
gargle. 

Stomach.— "Good deal of distress in the stomach, severe pains 
every few moment in the cardiac region of the stomach ; disposition 
to vomit, but no nausea. Dull pain in the epigastric region, fre- 
quently recurring and aggravated by turning over, constant pain in 
the epigastric and hypochondriac regions aggravated by walking ; 
burning distress in the epigastrium " (B.) "Frequent ernotations 
of flatus; nausea" (T), "Gone," empty feeling of the stomach. 
Slight nausea, followed by vomiting ; pain in the stomach ; p^ns 
and cramp in the stomach' ; feeling as if there wm a hard substance 
in it. Stitching pain in cardiac extremity of stomach. Slight 
nausea with want of appetite and constant desire for water." 
{Do%tff. et al). 

Clinioal Rejcabks, — Typhoid and bilions fevers are ushered in 
by symptoms wiiich resemble those above given, Baptisia seems 
to act specifically on the gastric mucous membrane. It is highly 
probable, that it causes the same lesions in that tissue, which it 
causes in the mouth and fances, namely, inflammation and ulcera- 
tion. 

Dr. Coe, says he found it very servicable in certain forms of 
dyspepsia, paiticnlarly those cases accorapained with irritability of 
the stomach, acid eructations, griping pains and looseness of the 
bowels, with frequent, small, and offensive stools. 

Abdomen, — " Constant pain in the right hypochondriac re^on ; 
sliarp shooting pains all through the bowels. Severe colicky pains 
in the umbilical and cspeciatly in the hypochondriac regions ; the 
pain comes on every few seconds, with rumbling in the bowels and 
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desire for stool. Constant dull pain in the umbilical regioc; slioot- 
ing pain in the umbilical region," (Burt). "Pain in the abdomen 
on pressure; dull heavy aching pain in the lumbar region on going 
to bed at night. Loud borborygmus, with diarrhoea, fuIlnesB of the 
abdomen, flatulence. Pain in the hypogastrium, soreness of the 
abdominal mndes as if from cold or coughing severely," {Doug, et 
oi.) "Distension of abdomen, feeling as though it would be a 
relief to vomit, rumbling in the intestines" (T). (In a cat, poison- 
ed with Baptisia, Dr. Burt found the small and- large intestines con- 
gested and filled with bloody mucus), 

CuNicAt Remarks. — It is highly probable that the Baptisia 
causes similar intestinal lesions to those observed in typhoid fever. 
It is a drastic cathartic, and is homosopathic to profuse, dark, f<etid 
diarrhosas, sub-acute enteritis, colics, and other bowel affections. 

liver, 4c. — Pain in the right hypochondriac region, aggravated 
by walking; constant dull pain in the region oi i\i& gaU-bladder ; 
pain extends to the spine. Soreness in the region of liver, pain in 
the liver. 

Clinical Remakks. — King says it arouses the liver to a normal 
action. Coe declares that in hepatic deransementa it will be found 
a valuable avadliary to other remedies. Dr. Burt found the liver 
congested in a cat poisoned with Baptisia. Its pathogenetic symp- 
toms show that it is homfeopathio to some disorders of the liver, the 
exact nature of which, furttier provings, and clinical experience can 
only decide. 

Stools and Bectum. — ^Rumbling in the bowels and desire for 
stool, soft, papescent stool with a good deal of mucus, soft mushy 
stools with rumbling in the bowels, " constipation, severe constipa- 
tion with hemorrhoids, diarrhcea two days before, bowels loose 
which is uncommon with the prover. Bowels costive for two days. 
Vomiting and diarrhisa with dark stools. Bowels constipated 
during whole proving," {Douglas et al.). [A cat poisoned 
with BaptiMa had bloody mucus stools. The intestines were found 
congested and tilled with bloody mncns.] In large dosea Baptisia 
is a drastic cathartic ; and in smaller doses a laxative. The stools are 
generally dark, offensive, mucous, and even bloody. In quite small 
doses it rather constipates. This, however, is an efiect of all cathar- 
tics when given in small quantities. Baptisia then, is primarily 
homoeopathic to diarrhoea, dysentery and acute mucous enteritis ; 
Beeondarily, to constipation, with indigestion, torpor of liver 
and hcemorrhoids. Coe says, "in the treatment of ulcera- 
tive inflammation of the bowels and stomach, and chronic diarrhcea, 
and dysenteiy, its use should never be omitted ; also, that it is use- 
ful in " acrid fsecal discharges, and " frequent, small and oA'cnsive 
stools.'' Thus it is that both allopathic and eclectic schools of medi- 
cine, nse remedies snccessfully for the very symptoms they cause, 
thereby unwittingly treating their patients bomteopathically. It is 
indicated particularly in adynamic diarrhcea and dysentery, with 
the general condition of the system usually present. But it has 
been found useful in those affections even when sthenic in charaoter. 
In its action on the bowels it resembles Leptandria, Arsenicum, 
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NitrioAcidaudRliux-tox. Dr. Burt, one of theproversof Baptisia, 
thinka highly of it in dysentery. He reports the following : Case 
1st. Apregnant woman waaattaoked with dysentery. It brought on 
labor, after which the dysentery grew worse, A council was to 
he held at noon, but on the morning of the same day Baptisia, (4 
drops of the tincture every hour) was given; at noon she was much 
better, and her convalescence w^ rapid. Her symptoms were 
violent colic-like pains before every stool, and great tenesmus. Stools 
every five or ten minutes. They were pure blood, with a very little 
mucus, pulse 20, soft and full. Aconite, JBry, Colocj/ttih, Merc. 
Veratrutn alb. were given for four days without any benefit, while 
the Baptisia cared her perfectly in four hours," In ten cases of 
dysentery I have never seen me^clne act better. They all had vio- 
lent colicky pains hi the hypogastric re^on before a stool, the stools 
were mucus and blood, great tensemus which was relieved by the 
Baptisia in two or three hours, better than by any remedy I have 
ever used ; the cases were not generally attended by much fever. 

Urinary Organs. — TJrine high colored, no#very copious, but of 
dark red color. A sort of burning when urinating " {Dwiff. et 
<d). Shooting pains in the region of the left kidney. The urine 
increased in quantity during the proving, and continued acid 
throughout. 

Female Oenltal Organs. — Increased mfenses. Menses too soon 
and too profuse. Abortion. 

Clinical RuMASKS.^This medicine has not been proven upon 
the female organism. But it has been known to cause the above 
symptoma. Its real action upon the uterus, ovaries, etc., has yet to 
be accurately determined. 

I>r. Coe, says, "Baptisia is possessed of more energetic emmen- 
agogue properties than the plant has generally been accredited with. 
We have employed it with gratifying success in the treatment of 
dysmenon-h(oa and defective menstruation. Also in cases of vicarious 
menstruation, in combination with Podophyllm, with signal success. 
In the treatment of vicarious menstruation, particularly those cases 
accompanied with periodical diarrhcea, we have found the foUowing 
combination entirely successful when administered dui-ing the inter- 
menstrual period : Baptisia grs. xx, Podophyilin grs. x. Canlophyllia 
gra. XX. Mx and divide into ten powders. Give one eveiy night or 
every other night according to the condition of the bowels." 

One of the most ridiculous things in the old school practice, is the 
custom of prescribing a farrago of drugs like the above, and then 
giving to one of them the credit of curing the malady. Who knows 
which drug was the curative agent ? If Baptisia is a specific for 
vicarious menstruation, its administration simply will prove its virtues, 
Ooe adds that ib "should not be used during the period of utero-gesta- 
tion, as it is capable of producing abortion, for which purpose we 
have known it to be used by quacks and empirics. The danger to 
the general health is very great, when used in sufficient quantities 
to produce this result." It follows, then, that Baptisia is homceo- 
pathio to abortion when occurring as a consequence of debility, 
physical or mental depression, nervous prostration, etc, as in typhoid 
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fevera, and other adynamic conditiona. It ia a uaeful application, 
in the fovm of injection, in cages of virulent leucorrhcea, ulcerations 
of the 08 uteri and vagina, with acrid ftetid discharge; also in 
unhealthy- loiihial daehargea, and those peculiar putrid dieeharges 
which occur after an ahovtion, and depend upon the presence of 
shreds of membrane, or pieces of the placenta, remaiaing in the 
cavity of the uterus. In these cases the Baptisia, injected in the 
form of infusion or dilate tincture, will remove the fcetor and pre- 
vent mischief from the acridity of the discharges. The chlorate of 
potash, or still better the permanganate of potash will prove more 
effectual in grave cases. As there ia usually present in all these 
cases, a general debility of the system, and a sort of orasis of the 
blood, the JBaptisia should be given internally, in the lower dilu- 
tions, in eonjiinction with a nourishing diet, wine, etc. 

Lflryns, Trachea, etc. — Hoarseness to such an estent as to 
require the utmost effoit to be understood. Tickling in the throat, 
constantly provoking a cough. Great hoarseness. Complete 
aphonia, ^ 

Cbettt. — -DifBcult breathing, increased compass and frequency of 
the pulsations of the heart, pulsations seem to fill the chest. Diffi- 
culty of breathing, the lun^feel tight and compressed, cannot get 
a full breath. Tightness of the chest, feeling of want of power in 
the respiratory apparatus such as is felt during fever (D). " Con- 
striction and oppression of the c/iest,' (Burt.) Oppreaaed respira- 
tion, sharp pains in the chest when taking a long breath, throbbing 
in the heart so as to be distinctly heard. Awoke with great diffi- 
culty of breathing, the lungs felt tight and compressed ; could not 
get a full breath, felt obliged to open the window, to get my face 
to the fresh aiv. 

Clinical Rbhtabks. — It may prove curative in some varieties 
of asthma, also typhoid pneumonia. I am inclined to the opinion, 
however, that many of the symptoms of oppression, are due to 
nervous atony, and resemble the anxious oppresdon which occurs 
during the low stages of fevers. 

Baet.— Dull heavy pain in the lumbar region very much aggra- 
vated by walking ; back and hips are very stiff and ache severely ; 
chills up and down the back as if a^^wewere comingon; dull heavy 
aching in the lumbar region on going to bed at night, flashes of 
heat fi-om the small of the back in all directions," [Douglas et al.). 

Upper Hxtreniitles, — Stiffness of the jomts as if strained, twitch- 
ing in the letl deltoid, also m htissimus dorsi of left side. Sore- 
ness of the muscles of the neck, mu'^culai debility, feeling of weari- 
ness especially in the right aim ind shoulder, hands feel too large 
and are tremulous with a peculiar thrilling sensation, somewhat 
like going to sleep or a want of oirculation,'' (-D.) " Drawing pains 
in arms." (B.) 

Lower £stremellea. — Dull drawing pams m the right groin and 
testicle. Drawing pains in the legs especially iu the knee joints. 
Severe drawing pains in the calves of the legs; legs are very weak 
and tremble."' (_fi.) " Burnuig heat of the feet with feeling of 
pulsation, sacral region and hips exceedingly painful ; feet become 
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painful from resting on the floor; dull pain in the sacrum, ooraponnd- 
edofa feeliog as from pressure and fatigae fi'om. long stooping, 
soon extending round the hips and down the right leg ; weariness of 
the lower Umba espeoiaUy the right. Aching in, limbs, beat and 
burning in the lower extremities so inteaae as to prevent sleep 
most of the night Soreness intheanterior part of the thighs worse 
after sittiiig awhile; darting pain in the left knee and maileohis of 
left, aide. Extremities feel hot except the feet which are cold," 
(Douglas). "Sensation of weakness in lower limbs with weak 
knees." Cramp in the calves when walking. 

DK. hurt's proving Off BAPl'ISIA.* 

Oct. 13th. Am in perfect health. Took 10 drops at 10 a, 
M., at 12 M. feeling of tightness across the forehead, with pain 
over the right eye. At 3 p. m. severe pain every few minutes in the 
cardiac portion of the stomach. Took 15 drops, 4 p.m. Skin of 
the forehead ia feeling as if it was drawn vany tightly over the 
forehead, with sharp pain over tho right eyey quite a number of 
times there has been sharp shooting pams ail throaghthe bowels. 
Took 20 drops, 8 p. m. — Frequent pain over the right eye of a 
pressive character. There has been constant pain in the re^on of 
the gall bladder, very severe when walking. Dull pain in the 
epigastric region. Dull drawing pain in the right groin, legs ache. 
Took 25 drops. 

Oct. 13th. Slept well until midnight, then could not sleep any 
more. Frequent pain in the epigastric region, very much worse by 
turning over which I had to do all the time; dreamed of being 
bound down with a chain across the mouth ; drawing paina in the 
arms and legs. Slight rumbUng in the bowels. Tongue coated 
yellow along the centre. 7 A. m. — Took 80 drops, 10 A. M, I>dl 
pressive pain in the forehead. Sharp p^ns in both temples ; dull 
pain in the right hypochondriac re^on. Slight rumbling in the 
bowels with a mushy stool. Dull pain in the small of the back ; 
drawing pains in the legs. Took 35 drops, 2 p. m. There has been 
constant pain in the epigastric and right hypochondriaor6gions,very 
severe when walking, the pain is of a drawing character. Took 40 
drops, 9 p. M. Have suffered constantly and severely all day, with 
pain in the liver and stomach, the pain causes a namb feeling to pass 
all over ray body. Dull pain in the forehead. Drawmg pam in the 
calves of the legs. Urinated 40 oz. acid. 

Oct. 14th. Had a very restle^ "ight, with frightful dream. 
Good deal of dull pain in the liver, stomach and umbilical region. 
Tongue coated yellow. 9 p. m. Have had constant pain in the 
ijmbilical re^on with slight rumbling of the bowels all day. Soft 
stool. Urinated 26 oa,, aoid. 

Oct. 15th. Haid'restless night, with frightful dreams. 9 a. si, 
Feehng quite well. Took 40 drops. 2 p. m. Have had constant 
pain in the stomach and right hypochondriac region. Took 50- di'ops, 
5 p. M. Skin of the forehead feeUngvery much contracted. Slight 

'fiu. paving ™ asde mth th« mott« tm.tur.. aaa om 
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pain all day in the stomach anil right liypochondriac region, the pain 
m the right aide ia very severe when walking. Severe drawing 
pains in the right groin and testicle and right foot. Took 60 drops, 
S p. M. There haa been constant pain in the stomach and right 
hypochondiiac region. The pain was of a dnll aching character and 
extended to the spine, very much worse by motion. Took 60 dropa, 
slept until 2 a. m., then could not sleep any more. Took 40 drops 
at 4 A. M. Had a good deal of pain in the epigastric regioii all 
night. TTrioatpd 28 oz.j acid. ' , 

Oi'l. Jrith. Feehuft quite weli, Iim.'i'IciI I" ('f..[i^ \ini\.-r !,l<p 
skill "Cth-- leti arm ovev the Vk^.-^.^. 1 iW~\ l„.|.l rljlA, i.t-.'i^ (,., 
my anil !oi' live iniiiurp^, itwas nuMfi i.^iliilul i]:-a:< ilni i.iukihj; .a' \\«: 
incisiou through the skin; ten niiiiuteu utbei',,Llie f^kiu of dm lui-i^he^id 
felt as though it would be pulled to the back part of my head, with 
a numb feeling of the forehead and 6ice ; in fifteen minutes, feeling 
as if I would vomit but no nansea, with severe shooting pain in the 
left kidney and left aide of tlie nnibilieus. Thirty rainutea, feeling 
aa if the forehead would be pressed in. Slight pain in the stomach 
and right hopochondriac region and umbilical, fi-equent gulping up of 
air. At 10 A. M., slight pressive headache and dull pmn in the loiijs. 
The part where the hicision wjis made became so numb that I 
could cut the akin without the least feeling of pain. I can assure 
my readers that the most painful pait is holdmg the chloroibrm 
bottle on the arm. Took 100 drops, 2 p.m. Dull heavy pressive 
headache; by spells sharp pains in the temples j heavy aching pain 
in the stomach and liver, with a very hot sensation in the same parts. 
Soft stool. Took 120 drops 9 p. ii. Feeling very weak and trem- 
ble a good deal Pressive pam in the forehead, constant dull aching 
pain ill the stomach and liver. The pain in the liver extends from the 
right lateral ligament ' to the gall-bladder — ^it is almost impossible to 
wallc it makes the pain so severe in the region of the gall-bladder. 
Severe drawing piuna in the calves of both legs. Took 106 drops. 
Urinated 42.mdz., acid. 

Oct. IVth. Slept well until 2 a. Mt then veiy restless until 
morning ; frightful dreams. Dull heavy headache in the forehead, 
constant dull aching pains in the umbilical region, aggravated by 
a fall inspiration. Dull aching pain in the lumbar region, very 
severe when walking. Tongue coated yellow along the centre. 
Flat taste tn the mouth, 9 a, m. Took 150 drops, 12 m. Head 
feeling very heavy, shai^p pains by spells in the right .^nd left 
temples, constant dull psun- in the region of the gall-bladder, very 
severe wlien walking. Took 200 drojs, 3 p; m. Skin of the fore- 
head feeling very tight, with shai-p pwn in the temples. ConsUnt 
pain in the stomach and liver, quite shai-p at times. Fearing that 
all the medidnal properties of the di'ug was not in the tincture 1 
was iising, I conduded to take the green bark of the I'oot and chew 
it. Took 30 gra.. Had a natnr^ stool, 9 r. m., constant burning 
distress in the epigastrium, with severe colicky psuns in the nnibili- 
cal and eapednlly in the hypogastric region, every few seconds, 
with rnmbhng in the bowels and desire to vomit, but jio naiiaea ; 
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soft stool ; <lrawin(:; pains in the right hip and calves of both ! 
Urinated 31 oz,, acid. 



Oct. 18.— Slept until S a. m., could not sleep any move, but bad 
to toss about constantly. Had a, dull hard headache, very much 
worse by moving. Sharp pains in the temples very often. Con- 
stant aching pains in the nmbilical region. Took 40 grs. at 4 a. m. 
Tongae coated yellow, flat bitter taste in the mouth. Tonsils con- 
gested. Drawing pains in the legs., 11 a. jr. There has been 
great distress in the stomach and bowels all the forenoon, with 
desire to vomit. Soft mnshy stool. Took 55 grs. 1 p. m. Eyea 
feeling as if they were being pressed into my head, with great con- 
fiision of sight, cannot place anything until I look at it for a few 
seconds, everything M>p6ars to be moving ; partial paralysis of the 
eyelids, it ia very difficult to keep them open ; fauces and tonsils 
good deal (ibngested. Great distress in the epigastric and umbili- 
cal region, wiUi good deal of rumbling. Oi-amp in the calves of the 
legs whenever I move them ; am very weak and faint. 8 p. m. Have 
bad freqaent pfuoa in the right temple. Eyes smart and ache severe- 
ly. Tonsils vere much congested, with frequent inclination to 
swallow which produces pain in the root of the tongue. Constant 
aching distress in the stomach and nrabilical region, with great deal 
of pain, in the region of the gall-bladder. Bumbling with, desire for 
stool. Stool papescent with a large quantity of mucus, but no real 
pain. Am very faint and weak, legs tremble and ache. Urinated 
33 07.., a«id. 

Oct. 19. Had a very restless night. Frequent pain in the right 
temple; dull heavy headache. Tongue coated yellow, with fiat 
bitter taste. Tonsils and soft palate good deal congested. Dull 
aching distress in the bowels. Back and hips are. very stiff and 
aohe severely ; drawing pains in the left leg. 4 p. ar.— Tonsils and 
soft palate look very red, but do not pain any, good deal of distress 
io the umbilical region all day. Back ach^ severely, aggravated 
by walking. Frequent drawing pains in the calves of the legs. 
Urine is of a whitish color and does not change blue litmus, 
and has no effect on red paper. 

Oct. 20th. — Slept well. Tongue coated yellow. Teeth and 
gums have been very sore for two days, by pressing on them with 
my finger, large quantities of blood oozes from the gums. Tonsils 
and soft palate congested. Slight baok-ache. Had a natural stool 
this morning, but none yesterday. Felt very gloomy for several 
days. Bowels moved regularly once a day— perfectly natural 

Oct, 28th. — Feeling well.. Took 4 gj'8. at 10 a. m. Had a 
severe pain in the region of the gall-bladder lasted one hour ; con- 
stant slight pain in the umbilical region; natural stool. Took 6 
grs. Alt the evening had a dull frontal headache, with smarting 
of the eyes and a drawing pain down the nose. Constaiit dnli pain 
in the umbilical and hypogastric regions, by spells the pain in the 
hypogastric region was very sharp. 

Oct. 29th.— slept well. Feeling quite well. 10 4. m. — ^Took 10 
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grg, 8 P. M. — There has Tjecn couetant dull pain in the nmbilical 
region. At times drawing pains in the right ■wrist and Jeit ankle. 
Took 14 grs. Constant dnU frontal headache, and dwll p^n in the 
bowels all the evening. 

Oct. SOth. — Slept well until 1 a. m. Awoke with severe cutting 
paina in the hypogastric region, with loud rumbling of the bowels, 
very restless aiter ; had frightfiil dreams. Tongue coated yellow, 
along the centre; flat bitter .taste. Soft papeseent stools. The 
inguinal glands of the left groin are very much swollen, one of them 
as lai-ge as a common sized hickory nut. Is this an effect of the 
medicine, or the effect of a cold f I have no symptoms of a cold. 
They are very painful when walking, 10 A, M. 

W. H. EoRT, M. D. 



CAUIOPHYIIUM THALICTEOIDES. 

(^Slue Oahas/i, Squaw Root.') 

This is a smooth, glaucous plant, purple when young, with a high 
round stem, from one to three feet high, simple, from knotted and 
matted rootstaJks, and dividing above into two parts, one of which 
is a tritemate leaf-stalk, the other bears a biternate leaf, and a 
racemous panicle of small yellowish-green flowers, which appear in 
May and June. Panicle small, darker tban the leaves. Pericarp 
thin, caducous, dark blue, resembling berries on thick stipes. Seeds 
one or two about the size of a large pea, erect and globose. It is 
a handsome perennial plant, growmg all over the United States, in 
low, moist, rich grounds, near running sti'eams or on grounds which 
have been overflowed with water. The seeds ripen in the latter 
part of the summer and aro said to form an excellent substitute 
for coffee, when roasted. The fruit is dry, sweet, inapid, and 
resembles that of the Vaccinium. The officinal part is the root, 
which is sweetish, Bomewhat pungent and aromatic, and affords a 
yellow infusion or tincture. The resinoid, active principle of this 
root, is called GaulophyUin, and may be used instead of the tinc- 
ture in nearly all cases. In the following clinical experience, it will 
be stated which preparation was used in the prescription. In our 
school Caulophyllin has been most used. I believe I was the first 
to call attention to this remedy. The original article was published 
in the North American Journal, Vol. 6, p. 373; since which tinie 
it has been quite extensively used The first mention that 
I find of it, by any medical writer, is in the work of John 
Thomson — author of the so-called "Tbomsonian Practice ;" who, 
after mentioning its employment by the Indian females to expedite 
delivery, and to relieve uterine pain and spasm, reports a case of 
inflammation of the uterus, cured rapidly by a decoction of the 
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root. It is alao highly spoken of by Smith, Matiaon, Beach and 
other " botanic '' writers ; bnt the best description of the plant, 
and resume of its properties and uses, ia to be found in King's Dis- 
pensatorj-. He says : " It is principally used as an enmienagogue, 
parturient and antispasmodie y but it likewise possesses diuretic, 
diaphoretic and anthelmintic properties. Jt has been succe^ully ' 
employed in rheumatism, dropsy, colic, cramps, hiccough, epil^ey, 
'.hysteria, uterine inflammation, eto. It is a valuable agent in all 
chronic uterine diseases." Other writers, as Jonea and Scudder 
(Mat. Med.) and Coe, (Cone. Org. Med.) give the same statement 
of its virtues. If I were to compare any of our well-known reme- 
dies with it, I should name Asa f., Platiua, Secale, Murex, and per- 
haps Pulsatilla. 

General Effects.— Sensation of comfortable languor and dis- 
position to sleep. A fine prickling sensation all over the body. 
Increased mental and physical vigor. Ti'emulous weakness of the 
whole system-. 

Nerrons System.— The action of Caulophylium on the nervoua 
system is similar to that of Cimicifuga. It is sedative to the nerves 
of motion, and ie secondarily homteopathic to spasms, cramps and 
even convulsions — especially when th^ arise from reflex irritation, 
....... . Its] ' ■■ ■ ■- - 



originating in the ovaries or uterus. Its primary action is antago- 
nistic to Ignatia, Nux vomica or Secale. It causes, secondarily, 
conditions which those drugs cause primarily. The nerves of sen- 
sation, are not directly influenced by this remedy. It relieves pain 
by arresting the cramp or spasm by which the pain is caused, or by 
■ some specific influence over the pathological condition known as 
rheumatism. I have not known of its successful use in neuralgia, nor 
do I think it indicated in that disease when idiopathic. "J^lecUc" 
writers class it with the " anti-spasmodics." It has an extenMve repu- 
tation in that school, in hysteria and other nervous aflTections. " It 
appears," says Jones, " to impart a vigorous and healthful energy 
to the nervous system. It has been found usefol in epilepsy, chorea, 
tremors, spasms of the stomach, bowels etc.'' (Ec. Mat. Med.) If 
homeopathic to epilepsy, at all, it must be in that form known as 
"Menstrual" or "Uterine Epilepsy." In Idiopathic l^epsy, 
neither Caulophyllum. or anything else is of much service ; while 
in the epil^tiform spasms wbioh occur during or near the menses, 
or in hysterical convulsions, connected with dysmenorrhroa, the 
caulophyllum is the most appropriate remedy, and has teen useful 
in such oases, in -my own practice. Cimicifuga, (Macrotys) and 
Bromide of Potash are also suitable in such cases. In Chorea, it 
has proved as useful as its near analogue Cimicifuga. Several cures 
of that malady by the use of Canlophyilin, one-tenth have come 
under my own observation. Nearly every ease occurred in young 
girls, and had tbeir origin in some menstrual irregularity. ■ One 
case, however, was of a decidedly rheumatic origin. It is useful 
in the tremors of nervous women, and drunkards ; also in the 
cramps of pregnant females. 

Xucons dembranes. — It seems to act upon the mucous mem- 
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branes of the mouth, iauees and vagina. It haa been fownd curative 
in aphthous conditions of those surfeoes ; also in leucorrlioaa. 

Sluscalar Tissncs. — It appears to have a specific relation to the 
muscular and iilirous tissuea, but, whether directly or throngb the 
nervous system, is not yet determined. Its efficacy in rheumatism 
is undoubted, but it is.not used in that disease as much as the 
Cimicifuga; indeed it is hai-dly mentioned in relation to that affec- 
tion in works on " eclectic " medicine. The hointeopathic school, 
have nsed it sucecsaiiiny in certain forms of rheumatism, as the 
tbllowing cases will show : 

Dr. P. H. Hale, of Hudson, Mich., reports as follows : " A 
plethoric man, of nervous temperament, was attacked with rheu- 
matic swelling of both feet. In a few days the aweliing shifted to 
the knees, and from thence to the wrists and hands. No percept- 
ible benefit accrued from the administration of Pulsatilla, Bryonia, 
Rhus, or Aconite. One night about the third week of his illness, 
I was called in great haste to see him. The pain and tumefaetion 
had suddenly left Ihe extremities, and he was. suffering from 
excraciating pain in the cervical and dorsal re^ons, with spasmodic 
rigidity of the muscles of the back and neck ; could not bear to 
be moved, slight twitching of the muscles of the arms ; paroxysms 
of quick, panting breathing; complained of great oppression of the 
chest ; high fever, severe delirium, and great nervous excitement, 
The tincture of Caulophyllnm was administered, 30 drops every 
half hour. In a few hours the symptoms rapidly gave way, and 
from that time the patient rapidly improved, and in a week was 
attending to his usual avocations. I have also found it useful in 
rheumatism of the uterus." Dr. R. Ludlam contributes the follow- 
ing interesting experience relative to the use of this remedy. " A 
clergyman had inflammatory rheumatism, which became fixed in 
the carpal and metacarpal joints of the left; upper extremity. No 
remedy seemed to be of any benefit. The pain was severe and 
constant. Caulophyllin was administered and a rapid amelioration, 
foDowed by a prompt cure, was the result." "A young lady had 
inflammatory rheumatism of the hand, after using the usual reme- 
dies with unsatisfactory results, Caulophyllin was given, and a rapid 
Bub^dence of the disease was the gi'atifying result." Rheumatism 
of t}i£ Uierus is a common cause of dysmenorrhea, and many 
other painful affections of that organ and its ligaments. Caulo- 
phyllin will be found very useful in such conditions. Cimicifuga is 
also indicated, but the former is more useful in rheumatic affections 
■when spasmodic symptoms arepresait; that is the chief diagnostic 
diffei'ence between the two remedies. 

Sleep. — More sleepy than usual during the day. Sounder sleep 
at night. Disposition to sleep in the evening. (Piimary), Sleep- 
lessness at night, from a kind of nervous relaxation. Wakes fre- 
quently during the night, (Secondary). 

Clinical Rbmabks. — Some eclectic physicians decree the Cau- 
lophyllin to be ncvrcoUc, while others as (foe, deny tiiat it has such 
powers. It has a calming effect upon nervous subjects, and the 
provings show that it disposes to sleep in healthy subjects. A 



>stsd by Google 



CAULOPHYLLCJM THALICTIiOIDES. ST 

remedy may cause sleep liowever, indirectly, by acting as a sedative 
to imtated nerves. Dr. Ludlam reported the tbllowiog case, illus- 
trative of the action of Caulophyllio to insomnia. I abridge the 
case ii-om my pamphlet on " abortion," page 17. A lady aborted 
at the third month; she had terrible floodings, which so shattered 
her nervons syateni as to render her very miserable. Her pnlee 
was feeble, ' threadlike, and at times imperceptible; skin cool, 
extremities, upper and lower, as well as her features, and cellular 
tissue generally, oadem atoua, and her nerves iu the most pitiable con- 
ijitiofi iniyjlu^iMr' : ilv ii)0-''t ^'rotriineiX, tpMiurc ol* ivhii-h derwngo- 

iiiL-ni i'i.ii-i-' ■! i iiipl''!.''. ■/mo'i'iti-a,. ."jbe <-oulrt om siee^!. N'igln; 

alVer lii-in I'li-M '1 III] iim. a I'inli ol' ?leep. All tlit usual rmnc- 
dias wui'e L.ii'a, ),iu n aiiout avwJ. " Apis relieved thts odtema, aud 
under occasional doses of Ai-senicum, her pulse approached a normal 
state. Upon the recommendation of Dr. P. H. Hale, Igaveher Cau- 
loph. 2. A fnv.' doses sufficed to break the spell, and I have never 
since failed to procure lier the most refreshing sleep with this^ent. 

Head. — Slight mental exhilaration, swimming in the head, a sort 
of vertigo, with dimness of sight. Sensation of fulness of the 
head, with pressure behind the eyes, and fulness of the temporal 
art«nes. 

CuNicAL RjsMAiiKS.— It IS iiscful in rheumatic and neuralgic 
headaches, the latter, when dependant npon ntei-ine disorder, or, 
spinal irritation. 

By«a. — ^Dimness of sight. Pi-essm-e behind the eyes. 

Mouth. — Sensation of dryness m the month, or as if scalded. 
Heat in the mouth and fauces.' 

Ci.iNic.ix RKiiAitKa. — King says: "Combined with equal parts 
of powdered Hydrastis, made mto an infusion, and sweetened with 
honey, it forms an elegant and effectual wjish for apthous sore- 
mouth and throat." Caulophyllum. alone will cure aphtlias of the 
mouth, especially iu pregnant and nursing females, and even in 
children, A weak aolntton of the tincture in water, used as awash, 
and taken internally, will ot^en prove curative in quite severe 

Stomach, — Heut in the stomach. Slight nausea. Fullness iu 

the stomach. Empty eructations. 

CrjTfiCAL Remakks. — I have found the Catdophyllum useful in 
some of th<Be reflex affections of the stomiioVi occurring in females, 
such as spasms, cardialgia, spasmodic vomiting, excessive nausea 
(when attending ateiiue ii'ritation). A7n^ dues not mention its 
use in gastric affections, nor does any other writer, except Dr. 
(Joe, who asserts that "it is an admirable remedy in some forms of 
dyspepsia, particiilai-ly those oases attended with spasmodic symp- 
toms. When there is gastric irritability with vomiting of food, it 
may be employed with advantage,'' 

ibdomen, etc, — distention of the abdomen. Fullness of the 
abdomen with some liendeniess. Rumbling in the bowels. Con- 
stipation. Stool only every other day. It is said to expel womis. 

CtJNiciL Reitajiks. — "CouibinM with drastic purgatives, such 
as Aloes or Podophyllum, it prevents toniiina better than any other 
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known drug," — {King.) It is said to relieve attacks of spasmoilio 
and flatulent colic Canlophyllum is undoubtedly applicable when 
there is spasmodic action of the nauseular tissues of the intestines, 
aviaing from the irritation of the motor nerves, or from rheuma- 

Vrlnarf Organs. — Copious emission of pale, or straw colored 
urine. Slight pain in the neck of the bladder after urinating. 
- Clinicat, Remarks. — This remedy is recommended in spasmo- 
dic retention of urine, such as occurs in nervous and hysterical 
females. Dr. Scudder says he has employed it with advantage in 
chronic nephritis, albuminuria, cystitis and urethritis, bub we have 
only his bald assertion. He gives no cases to substantiate his 
testimony. 

Female Sexnal Organs. — Sensation as if tlje uterus was con- 
gested, with fullness, heaviness and tension in the hypogastric 
region. Drawing in the groins— (uterine ligaments.) Menses too 
soon — 3 days. Labor-like pains. A.bortion with little or no flood- 
ing. IntsrmUtent uterine contractions. Relaxation of the os uteri. 
Profuse secretion of mucus from the vagina. Increases the naturcd 
pains of labor. Spasmodic pains in ^e uterus, broad ligaments 
and various portions of the hypogastric region. 

Clinioai. Rbmaeks. — It may be interesting to those unac- 
quainted with this medicine, to read the statements of medical 
writers of the eclectic sobooj, concerning it. I quote from the most 
prominent: "It is principally used as an emmenagoguo and par- 
turient, * * a valuable agent in all chronic uterine diseases, 
appearing to exert an especial influence upon the uterus, and has 
been found serviooabte in uterine leucorrhcea, amenorrhosa, dys- 
menorrh<Ba, etc. When used for several weeks previous to the par- 
turient period, it is a^d to facilitate that process. It acts as an 
uterine tonic. In the more common unhealthy conditions of this 
organ and its appendages— even passive menorrhagia and con- 
gested cervix, it is equal to, if not surpassing the Cimieifuga." — 
(King.) Dr. Kindlebei^r writes to Dr. King that he has used it 
with mnch advant^e in after-pains, menstrual suppression, and in 
^smenorrhdea, * * it is far superior to Ergot, both in its act- 
ing more mildly and with more cert^n r^ults, "In neuralgia and 
rheumatism of the uterus it has frequently been administered with 
benefit. * * It expedites delivery in all those cases when the delay 
is owing to fetigue, debility or want of uterine energy ; the con- 
tractions it occasions, more nearly resemble the natural ones, instead 
of the continuous, spasmodic contractions efiected by Ergot, * * 
When there has been a tendency to h£emorrhage from relaxation 
of the muscular fibres of the uterus, after delivery," it will cause 
firm contractions, aad arrest the bleeding. — King^s Obatetrics,p. 850). 
" AmenorrjKea—~th.aX,is — simple amenorrhcea is successfully treated 
with Caulophyllum. If there be hepatic aberration alternate with 
Podophyllin; if AuEemia — with Iron. IndysmeraOTTA(»a,itisanadmi- 
I'able remedy, bothfor the relief of the present symptoms, and for the 
radical alteration of the derangement. It relieves the distress 
attendant upon dyemenorrhoaa, and its continued use during the 
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inter-menstrual period, and when the mensee are preaeut, with Eri- 
geron, TriUium, or Lycopus. For the relief of after pctina it will 
be found efflcient in a large nnmber of caaee. As a parturient, it 
quiets and harmonizes the action of the uterus, and the nervous 
eyatem generally, relieving cramps and other unpleasant symptoms. 
— (doe's Gone. Org. Medicines). "We have used it often, and 
known of its being frequently used by others, for a few weeks, 
pnor to confinement as a preparatory measure to the important 
changes which take place at that time, with great apparent advan- 
tage. In many inetanoes, when the females have been invariably 
the subjects of tedious and difficult labors, by the use of Caulo- 
phyllum for two" or three weeks before confinement, all the antici- 
pated difficulty vanished, the labors were rapid and easy, and the 
recovery speedy, when compared with previous confinements. 
"Although it maybe somewhat difficult to assign a satisfactory 
reason as to the effects stated, or in other words its therapeutic 
action may be difficult of explanation, yet the efiecta have been so 
apparent, that any one knowing the character of different labors, 
would be forced to asci-ibe the different results to the use of this 
remedy. Wa have kaown many highly intelligent ladies, who, 
after hi&ving used it once, conld not be prevdled upon to dispense 
with its use in sabseqaent pregnancies. It has appeared to ns to 
aSbrd great relief in that restlessness, and disturbed state of the 
functions, which generally obtains in the advanced . stages of preg- 
nancy. It allays false pfuns, if we can rely upon the testimony of 
those who have had the greatest opportunity to test its virtues." — 
{Jones S Saudders Mat. Med). Bating a Uttle for the enthusiasm 
which e.ciectic phywcians have for indigenous remedies, the above 
is a pretty fair enumeration of the virtues of Caulophyllum. The 
testimony of the homceopathic school is decidedly in concurrence 
with the above, as the following reported cases wilt show. My 
own experience, during the sisjyears which I have used this remedy, 
has been such as to entitle me to speak deddedly as to its cura- 
tive virtues. A thorough knowledge of the physiology of 
the female organs of generation ; the pathological changes 
they undergo ; and the reflex disorders they often give rise to, 
when diseased, is quite necessary, in order to understand 
and appreciate the therapeutical powers of this medicine. The 
uterus, in its healthy condition, possesses the qualities _ known 
as normal tone, contractility, etc. But when that organ is diseased, 
we have either atony (arrest of function) or abnormal irritability, 
(resulting in painful cramps, contractions, etc). These purely func- 
faonal derangements of the uterus may exist with or without organic 
changes in that organ. Caulophyllum aliases primarily , in-creased 
action of the uterine-motor nerves. In healthy conditions of that 
organ any action beyond the normal contractihty, as to force and 
period, is a diseased state. Abnormal activity of any organ is 
disease. T.'he uterus then when aroused by Canlophyllum, takes on 
juureaaed action, which manifests itself in Uie form of painful con^ 
traotions, oonffestion, imdue vmtabUity, and many other oonaitions 
of irritation, which are not confined to that organ alone, but extend 
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to those contiguous, and connected. This remedy is therefore 
pritnarily homceopathic to dysmenorrhcea, uterine cramps, conges- 
tion, spurious labor -pains, abortion, premature labor, ajt&' pains, 
■when these diseases are caused by exaltation of natural function, or 
hyper-stimnlatioQ. When administered for these conditions, small 
doses will be found most applicable, (the 3d or 6th dilution or trit.) 
Prolonged stimulation may wear out the normal irritability of any 
organ or tissue; we then have atony, a condition simulating para- 
lysis, or, irritation from atony, which closely simulates the Irrita- 
tion from hyper'^tamulation. These latter conditions are caused by 
the secondary action of Caulophyllum, Hence it may be indicated 
secondarily in the above named disorders, from causes opposite to 
those nam.ed in connection with them, also in such affections, as 
menorrhagia and metrorrhagia from deficient contractility, as after 
abortion and labor; hc^ituid abortion, from uterine debility, a 
variety of pains, cramps, etc., daring pregnancy, etc. When 
administered for its secondary effects, the doses should be somewhat 
larger — (the lowerdilutions), I have not fonnd it as useful in jiwtew- 
orrhcea as many other remedies, and am of the opinion that it is 
seldom indicated in that affection, unless accompanied by spasmodic 
action, or extreme atony. The following cases marked "H," were 
originally published by me in the N. A. Jour, of Horn. 

"Miss N. aged 17, plethoric, nervous, lymphatic, menses sup- 
pressed two and a half months. WheU I called to see her, found 
her in spasms, evidently hysterical, but resembling epiliptiform 
spasms, affecting the chest, larynx and uterus. She was uncon- 
sciona. For three hours, uuder the administration of Bell. Hyos. 
and Lobelia — (which latter relieved the spasm of the ohe.st and 
larynx somewhat) and oven chloroform, and the hot bath— she 
remained in those peculiar and frightful spasms. As a last resort, 
after giving no medicine for an hour, I gave Caulophyllum 1-10 one 
half agr^n. In fifteen minutes the spasms ceased ; the patient lay 
in a stupid condition, free from pain. In the course of the night 
the menses came on, and in a few days she was about the house," 
(H). The Cautoph. was eminently indicated in this case, and it 
evidently acted as a prompt curative agent. In my " Monograph 
on Abortion," page 18, Dr. R. Ludlam, of Chicago, gives his ex- 
perience with Caulophyllum in menstrual irregularities. 

" Still another indication for the use of this remedy will be found 
in menstrual irregularities, occurring subsequent to, and consequent 
upon miscarriage. They are frequent and sometimes very perplex- 
ing cases, when neither Pols. Secale, Sabina or other remedies 
appear to be especially indicated, and we, have either of the follow- 
ing symptoms: Spasmodic, bearing down pains, with scanty flow; 
Bympathetio cramps and spasms of neighboring organs, as of the 
bladder, rectum and bowels, or, the motor power of the uterus seems 
almost entirely gone, and when we may reasonably suppose the 
menstrual flow is retarded from a simple lack of the excito-motor 
force, either in'the Fallopian tubes, on the pariet^ of the nterna 
itself; the Cauloph. will afford almost instantaneous relief. In a 
case of thb kind, post-abortive, when the spasmodic pains were 



>stsd by Google 



CATJLOPHYLLUM THALICTROIDES. 91 

located in the right lumbar region, occupying a limited space, say 
about the size of a silver dollar, and there was almost a total sup- 
pression of the oatamenia, the Caulophyllio, ad, dec, trit., repeated 
once in thr^e hours, afforded prompt and permanent reliet; We 
know of no other remedy which is so efficacious under these drcum- 
stances. It seems in general practice, to be indicated in many cases 
oi suppressio-mensiunh, approaching dysmenorrhtea in some of its 
features, being always accompanied by the above named characteris- 
tic pains and Bufferings of a spasmodic nature. Our experience 
would render us very loth to attempt the treatment of these and 
kindred cases, without a frequent resort to Caulophyllin." In Dys- 
menorrhcea, the testimony m ita favor is very large. My corres- 
pondence with homcBOpathic physicians convinces me that it is one 
of the most successful remedies, in that distressing affection, now in 
nse. It should be given in appropriate doses, once or twice a day 
during the inter-menstrual period, and every few hours, in the 
attack. In Menorrhagia, it is indicated for about the same symp- 
toms as Ergot and Cimioifuga, and under some circumstances is 
superior to both. Dr. Williams reports several interesting cases of 
flooding after abortion, when ordinary allopathic and homceopathio 
remedies had been used in v^, hut were promptly cured by Caulo- 
phyEin 1-10. The hemorrhage was passive, had lasted several 
weeks, and was probably due to deficient contractility, or profuse 
involution of the uterine tissues. When similar conditions obtain, 
after labor, immediately as in part portem haemorrhage ; or more 
remotely, as in profuse lochia, and that form which comes on several 
weeks ajter confinement, after every exertion of the patient, I have 
found the Canlophyllin as useful as any other niedicine. Its action 
is not as rapid as Erigeron or Sabina, bat more permanent. Canlo- 
phyllin will cause abortion, in the later months of pregnancy. Of 
this, I have conclusive testimony. As a remedy in threatened abor- 
tion it has no superior, " Mr, S. has had several abortions at about 
the third month. Each preceded for a week or more by a sensa^ 
tion of weight and pressure in the pelvis. When I saw her, labor- 
like pains had already set in, and the os uteri was partly open. 
Gave Caulophyllum first, one drop every half hour. In a few hours 
the pains abated. ■ She has since given birth at full term to a 
healthy child," (H). In uterine pains during jf/regnancy—^^ false 
pains," etc., there is no remedy upon which we can rely with more 
confidence than CaulophyUin, It has never ftdled to ^ve relief, in 
my practice, and its effects are so apparent that my patients are 
unanimous in its praise. I usually give the 2d decimal trit. every three 
or six hours, as the case demands. It Is equally useful in too severe 
and spasmodic pain occurring during parturition ; also in deficient 
or absent labor-pains. In the former case, however, it should not 
be administered lower than the 3d, and even the 30th might be 
efficacious ; but in the latter condition the one-tenth trit. frequently 
repeated, is the most advisable. 

Deficient Labor. — ^Mrs.E., a'priraipara, had been in labor twenty- 
. four hours — a midwife attending her. I found the os uteri about the 
size of half a dollar, (the membranes had brQken during the first hours 
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of pain,) hard, rigid and nnyielding, vagina dry, the paina frequent 
and epasmodic, GaTe BeUadonna and Pulsatilla and ordered wana 
fomentationB. Twelve bours afterwards there was scarce any 
alteration in the condition of the patient, except that ^e had some 
fever, and was a little delirious. Gave Aconite, 1st. Six hours of 
agonizing pain and no progress; by auscultation I discovered the 
cEUd to be dead ; it was alive twelve hours before, I began to 
fear for my patient. Ergot was plainly inadmiesible owing to the 
yet rigid condition of the oe. I therefore gave Caulophyltin, 
half grain every 15 minutes. In one hour the os uteri had b 
soft and dilatable, the vi^na relaxed and moist; fever j 
moist skin, pains less agonizing, but strong and expulsive, ana m 
one hour more she was delivered' of a dead child, weighing 10 1-2 
iba. The mother had a good recovery. I do not think any other 
medicine could have produced so favorable a change in so brief a 
time. As an agent for inducing premature labor, after rupturing 
the membranes, it is invaluable. It is always safer, and in many 
cases, superior to Ergot," (H). The chief danger, both to mother 
and child, when Ergot is administered, is the powerflil continuous 
contraction which it causes. It has been, the cause of rupture of 
the nterus and perineam, and death of the ftetua by pressure on 
the cord, etc. These casualties are avoided by giving Caulophyl- 
lin. In Suppression of the Lochia, with symptoms simulating 
inflammation, such as pain, cramps, distention, and some tenderness, 
the Caulophylliu aided by warm fomentations of Hops, or Poly- 
gonum (smart-weed) will restore the discharge in a short time. To 
sum up the curative properties of this medicine— I do not doubt 
hut it is homteopathic, primarily or secondarily, to- all the morbid 
states mentioned by eclectic authors. It only needs an exhanstivo 
proving to eatabliah the special indications for its use. I can bear 
testimony to its valae as a preparatory remedy, incase of difficult 
labor. My experience with it in such cases has been very Batiefae- 
tory. 

Caulophyllin in Fwa^gia. — During the session of the 
Weetom Institute of Homceopathy, held in Chicago, May, 1864. 
Dr, Enrbank, of Dlinois, related a remartabie case of Paraplegia 
which he cured with this remedy. The patient was a middle aged 
lady. On the sixth day after her confinement she was attacked 
with Metritis — so called by her Allopathic physician. Under the 
usual treatment of the old school, the affection apparently subsided, 
but left her nearly completely paraple^o. Tbere was partial loss of 
sensation,! and complete loss of motion; could not move the limbs in 
bed, or stand upon them. There was considerable emaciation, 
ansemia, and general debility. When Dr. B. first saw the case, 
two years had elapsed since the seizure, and she was growing 
worse. After consultation with some of the most eminent physicians 
of Chicago, he gave her Cocculos, Nux. vom.. Citrate of Iron and 
Strychnia, and several other medicines. Upon examining the 
uterus it was found retroverted, congested . and enlarged. The 
patient waa put upon the use of Caulophyllin 2nd, and its use was 
persiatud in until the paraplegia was cured. Improveiueiit set in 
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soon after taking the medicine, anA in a few weeks she waa able to 
move her lower extremities, and. now — six months after the com- 
mencement of the treatment — is as weU as ever. The utema, even, 
has assumed its normal position and condition. This case is one 
that demands our careful . consideration. It is probable that real 
,7»e&*f(«a never existed at aU. My impresaonis that it .was originally 
a case of retroversion of the uterus, existing before the process 
of involution had taken place. After the retroveraion, a certain 
degi"ee of inflammation may have existed ; the process of involution 
was arrested, and the ntema remained in a congested or engorged 
condition. The case was one of reflex paraplegia, and the abnormal 
state of the uterus its real cause. Such bemg the ease Nux. vom., 
and the other remedies ^ven.were not appropriate, but Canlophyl- 
lin, by acting in a speeitic manner upon the uterus, restored it to a 
normal state, and tie paraplegia disappeared of itself. I predict 
this remedy will be found a very useful one in many caees of par- 
alyaia of the lower extremities. 

Male Organs of flenei-ittlon.— Thia remedy doea not appear to 
have been used in any of the diseases of the male genital, organs. I 
can only find it recommended in one disorder — Qonorrhcea. But 
a remedy capable of. affecting so profoundly the sexual organs of 
one sex, mnst assuredly affect those of the other. I predict that it 
■will sometimes be fonnd useihl in some diseases of the testes, etc. 
Even if the CanlophylHn, , like Ergot, acts, upon these organs 
thrmtgh the spinal cord, it would not affect 'the above conclusions. 

Bespimtory Organs. — No chest symptoms have been elicited in 
any of the fragmentaiy provings. It may prove useful in certain 
spasmodic affections of the the thoracic organs, idiopathic or reflex, 
such as hooping cough, hiccough, asthma, spasms of the chest and 
lungs, and even car^iao deranceiaeiitfl. 

Buck nua Extremities.— Pain in the small of the back, like those 
of labor ; Weight in the region of the sacrum ; General lame feel- 
ing in the wlfole length of the. back. Lassitude and weakness of 
the legs; Trembling of the lower limbs'; Aching in the joints. 



Clinicai. Remarks. — Dr. R. ludlam reports two cases of 
inSamraatory rheumatism of the joints of the hands, cured rapidly 
with Caulophyllum. 

NoTB.— Since the above was prepared- for the press, I received 
a proving of Caulopbylbmi, accompanied by the following letter, 
Lyons, May 2n3, 1864. 
' E. M. Hale, M. D.—Dear Doeto^ ; flayjiig leCQlVefl HR WAi-i 
ftomyOS aSoe I U^t wrwe, i i^^ve oonoluded to send yoil my short 
proving of Crulophylliim. I have taken it, until I have become so 
used to the drug, my eystGni fails to give out any more symptoms. 
I think you will be sarpi-ised to see what massive doaea I took for 
such a few symptoms. I do not like to make provinga with the 
active pi-indples, so-called. They never give me half as many symp- 
toms as the tinctures do. This is the first proving I have ever 
seen of Caulophyllnra, — I am disappointed with it. As it has snch 
a great influence over the female organs of generation, I expected 
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that it would affect the male organs also, but not so. My genital 
organs were not affected in the least. Please tell me, if my proving 
corresponds with the provings of others, if you have them. I could 
not get any of my femaJe friends to prove it. All the symptoms 
produced were of a rheumatic character. It appears to arrests 
tlie secretion of bile in a marked manner. The watery stool 
I cannot account for. Trilly youra, W. H. Btikt. 

DE. EtrRT'S PROVING WITH CAULOPHTLLIN. 

April 28th, 1864. Am in perfect health; tongue not coated; 
tonsils are natural ; good appetite ; bo^^els move once a day ;' urine 
acid ; temperament sanguine-nervous ; age 27 ; weight 148 lbs. ; 
pulse 76, 4 p, M. — Took 10 grs. of pure resinoid, 5 p. m.— ^Dull 
frontal headache, with a contracted femng of the skin of the fore- 
head ; drawing pains in the thighs, knees, legs and ankles; very 
sharp pains in the left knee joint, inside ; elbows and wrists aohe. 

5 40. — Very hard pains in the forehead, with a sensation as of 
needles being stuck into the forehead. 6 P. h.— Constant flying 
pains in the arms and legs, first in one part and then in another, 
remaining only two or three minutes at a time in a place. Smere 
drawing pains in the inside of the left thigh ; very hard dull frontal 
headache ; distress in the fauces that causes frequent inclination to 
swallow ; dull backache in the lumbar region ; every few minutea 
sharp stinging pains in the glans penis. 9 p. m. — Severe frontal 
headache ; severe colicky pains evei-y few minutes in the umbili- 
cus ; very severe drawing pains in the stern o-cleido-mastoid muscle, 
that draws the head to the left side ; severe drawing pains in the 
joints of the arms and legs; the ankle and toes of the left foot are 
very painful ; dull backache. 

April 29th, Slept welt until 3 a. m. ; after that I was very rest- 
less; akin was hot and dry ; severe drawing pains in my hips, knees, 
ankles and feet, wrists and fingers. Shutting my hand produced 
severe cutting pains m the second joints of all the fingers, they 
were very stiff; frequent colicky pains in the umbilicus, relieved 
by emissions of flatus ; severe drawing p^ns over the left eye. 10 
A. M. — Have the same symptoms. Took 16 grs.; had a natural stool 
at 7 A, M, 12 M.— Distress in the stomach and bowels, with draw- 
ing pains in the right hypochondrium ; drawing pains in the fingers, 
legs and feet; the pains are very severe in the feet. 4 p. m.— 5)ull 
frontal headache, by spells there is a very severe pain in the temples 
that produces a ieeling as if both temples would be crnshed 
together ; frequent slight colicky p^n in the stomach and umbilicus ; 
slight dull backache; drawing pamsin the right side over the liver; 
severe drawing pains in the legs and feet, but more especially in 
the feet ; drawing pains in the flngera ; natural but dark stool, 2 
p. M. — ^Took 25 grs. 6 p. M. — ^Dull headache^; profuse flow of tears; 
drawing pains in the nose ; good deal of pain and diatrcaa in the 
stomach and nmbilious ; dull pains in the lumbar region ; severe 
drawing pains in the ankles and feet ; severe pain in the wrists and 
joint* of the fingers, 9 P. M. — Slight frontal headache ; good deal 
of distress in the stomach, and small intestines ; constant and severe 
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drawing pains in the ■wrists and fingers, ankleSj/fee^, and toes / the 
left anlde pains very severely ; took 30 grs. 

April 30th. Had a restless night ; there was so much pain in 
the joints of. the fingers ; they look red, and are very stiff; closing 
the hand is very painful; slight frontal headache; teeth ail feeling 
sore and elongated ; slight doll pain in the umbliious whon moving, 
relieved by emiMions of flatus ; drawing paina in the knees, anlcles, 
feet andjtoes; walkingproduoesseverepain.in the metatarsal bones; 
natural but hard stool. 10 p. M. — Feeling quite well, excepting 
my knees are very weak when walking; another rather soft, stool, 
followed by slight pain in the nmbilicus ; took 50 grs. 12 m.— empty 
eructations; sligh distress in the stomach; drawing pains in the 
knees and toes, very sharp by spells. 5 p, m.— Feeling weak and 
nervous ; dullness of the head ; slight burning distress in the 
stomach ; slight drawing pains in the wrists and fingers, ankles, 
feet and toea ; took 75 grs. 10 p. m. — Frequent gulping up of a 
very sour, bitterjfluid ; frequent spells of vertigo ; slight burning 
distress in the stomach; drawing paina in the fingers, ankles, 
feet and toes, but more especially in the toes ; knees feeling very 
weak when walking; eyes aching with a feeling of something 
under the lids ; profuse secretion of tears. 

May Ist, Slept well until 1 a. m., then awoke with a great 
rumbling in the bowels, and a very argent desire for stool ; stool 
mostly of water that ran a perfect stream from my bowels, passed 
a great quantity. There was no pdn. 8 a, m. — Feeling quite well; 
tongue coated white ; canine hunger ; fingers are quite stiff ; slight 
backache ; drawing pains in the toes ; want to drink a great deal 
of water. 8 a. m.™ Frequent slight pain in the umbilicus; drawing 
p^ns in the elbows, wrists, fingers, knees, ankles, feet and toes ; all 
of my joints crack frequently ^hen walking or turning. 

May 2d. Restless night; my fingers, ankles, feet and toes 
pained me so much ; fingers are very stiff. 7 a. m. — Soft stool, very 
white showing a great deficiency of bile in the excretions. 

Remaeks. — ^The urinary or genital organs were not afiected in 
the least ; the pulse remained about natural all the time ; its great 
centre of action on myself was the small joints ; (the fingers and 
toes ; the carpal, metacarpal and phalangeal ; tarsal, metatarsal and 
phalangeal joints.) 

DR. bale's etmarks. 
I know of no more remarkable substantiation of the truth of 
the law of Similia, than the above graphic proving. How per- 
fectly Dr. Burt describes the rheumatic affection, so similar in its 
character to that variety in which Dr. R. Ludlam found the Caulo- 
phylium curative ? . I know of no coincidence in my experience 
which has ever given me greater satisfaction. To settle any pos- 
sible cavil or doubt in the minds of the most suspicious, I will say 
that Dr. Burt did not know of the use of Caulophyllin in rheum- 
atisiQ, much less had he any knowledge of Dv. Ludlam's experience 
with the remedy in that disease. I append Dr. Ludlam's report of 
the oases. 
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Chicago, May 4th, 1864. 
E. M. Hale, M. D.— Dear Doctor : Meeting my friend, the 

Rev. Dr. C , socially in the autumn of 1800, he iaquired if I 

had ever prescribed the Caulophyllum for rheumatism ? I replied 
in the negative. He then told me that he had once suffered from a 
very severe and protracted attack of articular rheumatism, in which 
the pain and swelling finally settled in the wrist and fingers of one 
hand. The usual remedies were tried bat withoat avail. Hie phy- 
sician finally prescribed, as a demi&- ressort, a deooction of the Cau- 
lophyllum. In a short time he was perfectly relieved. "I would 
not," said my friend, "spend a night without the Caulophyllin in 
my house for half the city of Chicago !" It so happened that I 
was at the time treating an inveterate case of rheumatism affecting 
the metacarpal joints of the left band of a servant ^rl in the family 

of D. 8 Esq. The remedies which I had prescribed did little 

good, and all concerned were impatient the girl should' be well and 
at wort again. I gave her empirically two gr^s of the second 
decimal trituration of the Caulophyllin. She was ordered to take 
a powder of that size and strength every two hours until relieved. 
The poor suffei'er had not slept for two or more nights. After tak- 
ing the second dose she fell asleep, and her pain vanished frojn that 
time forward. There was no metastasis of the complaint, and in 
two days she was down stairs at work. While she remained in the 
family — two years — she had no return of the disease. Since the 
above result was obtained, I have frequently prracribed the Caulo- 
phyllin for articular rheumatism affecting the smoiffieJ" joints, and 
several times with as signal success. B has however, appeared 
more effectual in case of females than of males, who were ill with 
this painful disease. Very respectfully, E. Ludlam. 



CHIIAPHIU UIBELUTA. 

(^Pipsissiwa.) 

This plant, known also as Prince's pine, ground holly, etc., is a 
native of this country, but grows in many parts of Europe and Asia, 
It is found in moist, shady plaees, and in a loose sandy soil ; it flow- 
ers in June. The dried plant has scarcely any odor, with a sweet- 
ish, somewhat astringent and pleasant taste. It yields its medicinal 
virtues to boiling water and alcohol. The leaves are the officinal 
portion, but it is probable the root has some virtue. OhemioaZ 
Anaiyeis: — I>r. Holff obtained from 100 parts of the plant, 18.9, 
Utter extraative; 2.04, resm; 188, tannic add. The reminder 
was woody fibre, a small portion of ffum and some calcareous salts. 
Its medicinal virtues are aecreed to reside in the bitter extractive, 
resin and tannin; but it may be that some of its medicinal powers 
reside in the calcareous salts — said salts may consist of Calcarea, 
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Snlphur and the Phosphates, each ofwiiich are powerM curative 
agents. King says the plant oontama au aovid and volatile princi- 

Ele — mtd saline substances. The great rejfiucation which this plant 
as in chronic sci'ofiilonB and psoric affections may suggest the idea 
that its cnrative properties in this du-ection maybe due to the anti- 
psorio Bubstancea residing in the plants. I shall refer to this sub- 
ject when treating ofRumex orispus. 

Genekal PKOiiiKrrKS, — Wood (Therapeutics, vol. 1, p. 133) — 
Bays — " The .fresh leaves bruised and applied to the skin, are said to 
bernbefaoient and even vesicating. loternaUy they are mildly astrin- 
gent and tonic, with the property of somewhat increasing the eeere- 
tion of urine, to which they probably impart some degree of reme- 
dial power. It is, I think, scarcely doubtfnl that their peculiar 
active principle, through which they stimulate the kidneys, passes 
off, either unchanged or changed, with the urine." "JMpsissiwa 
was much employed by the aborigines of this country, to whom it 
owes the name by which it is now generally designated. From the 
Indians the medicine passed into popular use, whence it was adopt- 
ed by the profe^ion. It was used chiefly in serofiila, rheumatism, 
' and (Sections of the kidneys, and -uHnary passages. King says it 
is dinretie, tonic, alterative and astringent. Jones & Saudder 
decree it to be diuretic, tonic, astringent, diaphoretic and altera- 
tive, iee, Goe, and other allopathic and eclectic writei^ entertain 
similar views. 

fieneral Therapentie Effecte.— It has been found curative in 
chronic diseases, among which ■ is Scrofula. Prof Wood says ; 
" In SerofiUa it is, I think, a valuable remedy. The late. Dr. Joseph 
Parish used it very extensively in this affection, and had great con- 
fidence in its powers, I liave mj^elf been in the habit of employ- 
ing it in cases of external scrofula during the whole period of my 
practice, and have found few remedies which have appeared to me 
more efficacious, * * * ij( liag seemed tome to esierciae a fav- 
orably alterative influence in scrofula, independently of its astrin- 
gencyand tonic power; but it is extremely difficult to discriminate, 
m affections of this kind, between the course of nature and the effects 
of remedies, so that it is proper to speak of the latter with some 
reserve. Fully aware of theneeesaty of this caution, I am' still of 
opinion, as the result of considerable experience, that pipsisaiwa 
deserves to rank next to cod-liver oil, and, the preparations of lodme 
andlroninthe treatment of Scrofula. In order that its full effects 
maybe obtained, it should be long continued, with interruptions 
now and then should any considerable degree of fever supervene (f J. 
In case's attended with ulcers of an indolent and flabby character, it 
may be used with advantage as a wash," These are the deliberate 
Statements of one of the best authors in the allopathic school, and 
are entitled to some weight. They should eclmutate us to make a 
thorough proving of this plant. It may become a valuable anti- 
psoric. Other writers give their testimony in its favor in scrofnla. 
Prof Lee quotes Wood, expressing hia "entire confidence in the 
opinions so Stronglyset forth.'' He has advised this remedy for a 
long time in the same class of cases, both in city and country pra«- 
13 
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tice, and with marked success : " It is a tonlc-astriDgent of pecu- 
liar effioacy in the whole class of eaehesia." The late Prof. Mitchell, 
of New York, made it the subject of his inaugural theffla (Phil. 
1863): " In Scrofula it has proved emiuently iiseful, and with some 
practitioners is held in very high repute in the various forma of this 
disease, both before and after nlceration. Some have thought it 
poseefjsed of specific powers and henoe it has acquired the title Id 
some parts of the country, of the * ICinff's Gure.^ Dr.Justice, of 
North Carolina, informs us that he "has knownit toeffeotperfect 
cures in several obstinate cases of Scrofula, without the aid of other 
means,'" (Jones & Scudder's Mat. Med.) This last assertion 
which I have italicized, is of gi-eat import to the homeopathic 
physician. The true test of a r^nedy in disease, is its electa 
when given singly. The Illiuoia Homroopathic Medical Associa- 
tion, and the Western Institute of Homceopathy, which held their 
sessions in Chicago this year (1864), each appointed a Bureau of 
Provings. The Chimaphila has been selected by this Bureau as a 
proper medicine to investigate, and obtain its pathogenesis, I am 
sanguine that the profession will gain a valuable remedy in the 
Pipsissiwa. 

levers. — In several instances in which I have administered this 
medidne, the following symptoms have been observed : About half 
an hour after each dose (of the 1st dil.) a flushing of the cheeks, 
with some general heat, and aceelerated pulse. Wood seems t o im- 
plya caution not to use the Pipsissiwa when fever is present. It 
maybehomcBopathic to some form of fever, probably ijiose having 
a hectic character. *' During the Revolutionary War it was used ex- 
tensively by the army surgeons as a tonic and diaphoretic in typhus 
fever.'' {Lee.) Prof. Mitchell relates many eases of intermittent 
fever effectually cured by it. 

Mheumatmn. — As a popular remedy in this disease, i thas always 
been in high repute. It is chiefly in chronic rheumatism that its 
curative powers have been most noticed. A proving, however, is 
necessary to show the particular variety for which it is indicated. 

Special Effects. — In the absence of any proving I shall not ven- 
ture any theoretical suggestions as to its influence on special organs 
and tissues, or portions of the body. I deem it proper, however, to 
note the large amount of testimony given by the allopathic and 
eclectic schools, in favor of its specific action upon, and curative in- 
fluence over disorders of the 

Drinarr Organs. — Dr. Wood says it has been chiefly used in 
affections of the . kidneys and urinary passages : " Its diuretic 
powers have recommended it in dropsy. In cases of this disease 
attended with debility, but littie reliance caa be placed upon its 
efficacy; and at best it should be used only as an adjuvant to other 
more powerful diuretics." Dr. Lee says : " In Germanyithaglong 
been deemed one of the best remedies in abdominal and renal 
dropsies, increasing the urinary secretion and the depurating function. 
We have em.ployed it to a considerable extent for many years, 
especially in the treament of dropsical affections, in broken-down 
consiitrUtions and intemperate aubjects, and generally with manifest 
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advantage. It has tended to carry off the dropsical accumulations, 
while at the same time it imparted tone and vigor to the digestive 
system. In Albuminuria also, its effect* have proved decidedly 
beiieficia!. It ranks with Bueku, Uva ITrsi and Pwreira Brava, 
all toniuB, and all exei-ting a specific influence over the genito-urinary 
organs. Dr. Barton extols it highly for its anti-lithic properties, 
and ranks it with TTva Ursi. It may; however, well be doubted, 
whether it has any specific powers of this kind." Dr. Cos says it 
isuseflil in ^opsy,{eis^eaixi!\[y ascites) gonarrheea, strangury ^gravd, 
and syphilis, when these affections are attended with torpor and 
debility. "It exercises a specific influence over the urinary appa- 
ratus, inoreasiug the renal secretion, and at the same time it is 
thought by some to lessen the quantity of lithie acid, or lithates 
secreted. It is especially serviceable in chronic diseases of the 
genito-urinary mucous membrane, as in chronic catarrhal affections 
of the bladder; chronic nephritis, orurethritis,attended with a pur- 
ulent or profuse mucous discharge. It is also benettcial in calculous 
and prostatic affections; diabetes; in the advanced stages of 
alburainuria ; and in other diaordei-s of the urinary organs attended 
with local debility. In atonic or passive dropsies it has been found 
useful," (Jones & Scudder Mat. Med.) The last paragraph con- 
tains, in my opinion, the beat resume of the curative properties of 
the chimaphila, as regards its action on the urinary organs. I 
believe a proving will establish its homceopathicity to the affections 
named. 

I will now give my individual experience in the use of this 
remedy. My attention was first called to it in a case which 
happened in the early part of my practice. A young woman 
applied to me for a distressing dysuria which had troubled her for 
several weeks. She was plethoric, hysterical, had disorders of the 
digestive organs, constipation, hsemorrhoids, and scanty menses. 
The urine was scanty, but was voided frequently, with much pain 
before, (passing), during (scalding, smarting) and after. (Yesical 
tenesmus.) The urine was high-colored and deposited a copious 
mucous sediment, I gave her Cantharis, Cannabis, Pulsatilla, 
Capsicum, Copaiva, Sepia, Terebinthina and many other remedies, 
which seemed indicated, for several weeks, but they only palliated 
the difficulty. Cool hip baths, the wet bandage, macilaginouis 
drinks, and Nux Vomica, Sulphur and enemas for the constipatitm, 
etc., were tried, without much effect. An examinalaon of the 
vagina and uterus was instituted, but elicited only a tenderuees of 
the anterior portion of the vagina (bladder) and urethra, some 
prolapsus, and slight leucorrhtea (uterine). At this juncture, an old 
nurse proposed the* use oftlie "Prince's Pine." I assented, having 
no prejudice against the plant, and hoping it might benefit my 
Bufi'ering patient. A decoction of the plant (of uncertain strength) 
was prepared, and a wine-glassful administered three or four times 
a day. In a week I called to see what the effects of the medicine 
had been. To my Barprise, I was informed thai improvement had 
set in the next day after the remedy was eommeneod. Not only 
was the dysuria nearly removed, but the. sediment iiad almost dis- 
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appeared from the urine ; and, stranger still, the constipation was 
cured, and tho digestive organs were in a normal condition. In 
two weefes she was as well as ever. The prompt cure which the 
Ohimaphila effected in this case led me to nse it in many cases of 
strangury, catarrhal affections of the bladder, etc., and in many in- 
stances 1 found it act certainly. It feilod in some cases, probably 
.because it was not truly indicated, I was once called in counsel to 
a case of chronic renal and vesical affection, in which the amount of 
sediment of a thick, ropy, character, and a pink color (the color 
was found to be owing to blood) was really enormous in amount. 
The patient, a young man, was debilitated, ansemic, dyspeptic, had 
hectic fever and n^ht sweats, and altogether ws,a in a bad condi- 
tion. Various remedies, including China, Phosphoric acid. 
Cannabis, etc., had been given. Uva Ilrsi was tried with good 
results for a time. At my suggestion the Chimaphila waa used, a 
few drops of the fluid extract in a glass of water, a spoonful every 
two hours. He improved rapidly under itsuse, and in a few weeks 
was able to resume his usual avocations. . A relapse occurred after 
six or eight months. He was again benefited by the medicine, 
since which time I have not heard from the patient. It has one 
generally uniform efiect, namely : to cause mMcous sediment to dis- 
a^eair from, theurine. I believe it will be found curative in al- 
buminaria, as well as catarrhal affections of the urinary organs. In 
that distressing symptom, vesical tenesmus, occurring from prolap- 
sus or retroversion, it is an excellent palliative, before the utems is 
replaced ; and curative after that operation. 

I have used it snccessfnllyin two cases of long lasting gleet. Under 
its use the discharge disappeared, and the general health im- 
proved. I have noticed tho iollovmig pathogeneUc symptoms from 
Its use : 

Copious discharge of clear. limpid urine. 

Frequent and. profuse urination. 

Urging to urinate after voiding urine. 

Pressing fnlnoss in the region of the bladder. 

Loose stool, three or four times a day. 

For tho above symptoms, which are primary/ effects,lhav& found 
the 6th attenuations moat useful. In chronic disorders and catan'hal 
affections of these organs, the lowest dilutions seems to act more 
beneficially. I have not tried the high potencies. 

Case illustrating its value in irritable bladder : — 

A married lady, aged 34, had been troubled for many years with 
prolapsus uteri, leocorrhfea, ulceration of the neck, etc., bat who is 
now somewhat better of those diflculties, applied to me for the 
relief of aa obstinate vesical irritability. Her' symptoms were as 
follows : 

Frequent desire to ui'inate during the day. At night the 
urging was so constant as to deprivp her of all sleep- She had to 
get up and urinate as often as every hour. The urine was high 
colored, deposited a copious light-colored sediment <(macous), and 
there was considerable smai'tine, buraing and pricking pain during 
its emission. The quantity of urine voided was not larger than 
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normal. The patient waa constipated, an evacuation only every 
tbird day. Some tenderness over the hypogastric region. She had 
a severe, racking, dry cough, but no indication of pulmonary diffi- 
culty. The prolapsus was aggravated by the congh. 

April 2. Inserted an India rubber inflatable pessary. This 
relieved the prolapsus, and stopped the cough altogether, but the 
vesical irritation was not alleviated, at the end of five days. 

April 6. Gave CannaMs 1st (4 pille No, C, dry,) every four 
hours. The effect of this remedy was prompt in relieving the 
irritation, and indirectly causing sleep. She declared it acted aa a 
direct anodyne. This improvement continaed for five days, when 
the medicine ceased to give any relief, and she grew worse than 
before. 

April H. Gave Ghimaphila first decimal dilution, 10 drops in a 
spoonful of water, every four hours. For severa! days no effect 
was noticeable, except a flushing of the cheeks for about twenty 
minutes after each dose. On the, fourth night, however, she waa 
able to sleep all night, and next day she noticed that the usual 
copiooa sediment was notably lessened, and the dysuria and frequent 
urging rapidly gave way. The bowels began to act regularly ; the 
tenderness of the bladder dlsappeai-ed, aad at this date, April 20th, 
she is more comfortable than for many months previously. 

Several things relating to the action of this remedy ai'e worthy of 
note: 

1. The pathogenetic symptoms mentioned above. 

2. Its power in relieving dysuria. 

3. Its influence in lessening the sediment (there was an 
evident vesical catarrh.) 

4. Its curative action in constipation. 



CIHICIFUGA EACEIOSA. 

(Macratys raeemosa. Slanh Sndke-rcot,'} 

This powerful medicinal plant has been used more or less since 
the settlement of New England by the whites. It waa much used 
by the Indians, under the name of Black Cohosh or Squaw Root, for 
rheumatism and diseases of their women. It thus became intro- 
duced into domestic, and finally, to some extent, into regular practice. 
Still it has always been most in use among the edectio school, who 
value it as we do Qur Bryonia and Pulsatilla. It is a tall and stately 
plant, growing iu shady and rocky woods, rich grounds, from Maine 
to Florida, flowering from June to July. The root is the part 
generally employed in-mGdicane, though probably tho seeda -will be 
found active ; the root should be gathered early in the autumn and 
driedin the shade. It conshts of a thick, irregularly bent, or con- 
torted body or caudex, from one-third of an inch to an inch in 
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diameter, often several inches in length, furnished with many slender 
radicles, and rendered extremely rough and jagged in appearance 
by the remains of the stems of successive years. The color is external- 
ly, dark brown, almost blaek ; internally a yellowish-white; the odor 
is feeble and disgreeable, and the taste bitter, somewhat astringent, 
leaving a slight sense of acrimony. It yields its virtues partially to 
boiling water, but wholly to alcohol. The taste of the tincture 
reminds one strongly of that of laudanum. From tlie root is 
obtained the concentrated principie Macrotin, which contains 
most of the essential properties of the plant, and is often used in the 
place of the tincture. The stem is simple, herbaceous, smooth, 
furrowed, from 4 to 8 feet high. The leaves fine, alternate, one 
nearly radical, large, decompound, and tripinnate ; upper one bipin- 
nate. The leaflets are ovate, oblong, sessile, opposite, three to 
seven, incised and toothed. Thejftwtws are fcetid, white, in a long 
terminal raceme, with oftentimes one or more shorter ones at base. 
Thefruit or capsule is ovoid, dry, with one cell, containing numer- 
ous flat, smooth seeds, which are packed horizontally in two rows. 
In the late antumn, and winter, any motion of the plant, causes a 
rattling of the seeds, so much resembling the alarm of the rattle 
snake as to canse the hunter to start — hence the country people 
call it Rattle-weed. 

The following pathogenesis which is pretty complete, is made 
up of the provings of Drs. Marcy, H. M. Paine, HUl, Douglas and 
others. The provings were made with doses of the crude tincture, 
the dilutions, (3d and 6th} and many of the symptoms are from its 
poisonous effects. Altogether it is probably as reliable a proving 
as any of our polycrestSj and I predict that m a few years it will 
rank as high in the estimation of our school, as any remedy we 
possess. I have taken pains to collect all the reliable clinical facts 
which have appeared in the records of any school, in relation to its 
curative action in disease. My own experience with it has been 
large. 

Geneeal. — Feels very tired. Nervous weakness during the 
afternoon. Great sensitiveness to the cold air, which seemed to 
penetrate the system. Continual restlessness in the aiternoon, de- 
sire to move about, not knowing what to do or where to go. 
General feeling of illness; weak, trembling exhausted sinking feel- 
ing, with alight nausea. Easily fatigued, as after great exertion. 
Miserable dejected feeling. Tremors ; so weak and trembling as 
not to be able to go out or study ; believes the condition to be but 
one remove from mania a potu. Desire to lie down and close the 
eyes. General bruised feeling as if sore. Sensation as from severe 
muacalar exercise, especially m the small of the back. It effects the 
'left Diif! most. Feebng which only those know who "spree" — 
or watch all night with the sick. Soreness and stiffness of the 
whole body, as after hard labor. 

CuNiCAL Remarks. — No particular indications are proper undel- 
this head. The general symptoms of a drug may be primary — as 
when the nervous system is profoundly impressed — and the local 
affections, the result'; or, they may be secondary, as when particu- 



>stsd by Google 



CIMICIFUGA KACEMOSA. 103 

lar organs are first affected, resulting in constitutional disturbance. 
I would classify its general action as follows : 

Hcr?ous Sf stem. — Wood classifies It with the " Nervous Seda- 
tives," and I am inclined to think its primary action in pathogenetic 
doses is in that direction. JZow it efFects the nervous system is 
beyond our ken. We knowthat it causes all those symptoms known 
to the profession under the name of "nervous prostration," and 
even extreme conditions which resemble dilirium tremens. This 
malady is defined by Watson to consist essentially of a state of 
*' nervous irritation." He thinks this is as good a name as any for 
a state which we know exists. Ho contends that the nervous 
system can be irritated, aa well as any organ in the body. It is also 
proper to designate certain conditions as states of "nervous exhaus- 
tion " — " nervous excitement." Cimicifuga seems to cause all these 
states of the nervous system. When given to a healthy person it 
causes first nervous excitement, which soon leads to irritation and 
finally exhaustion. Some observers have the folly to state that 
" very large doses cause no alarming effects." I have aeen not only 
alarming, but dangerous effects arise from dram doses of the "fluid 
extract." administered to a girl, by a botanic quack. 

Merves of Sensallon.— It seems to exercise considerable control 
over this system, independently of its action on the vascular system. 
It cures many of those purely neuralgic pdns to which females are 
liable. Our provings show it to be capable of causing various aches 
and pains of a similar character. 

Herves of Motion. — It causes " nervous tremors " — with gi'eat 
restlessness — (See general symptoms.) It seems to exert a peculiar 
and specific action upon some of the diseases of the nerves of motion, 
especially in chorea. Not only in that variety which irises from 
rheumatic irritation, but when arising from other causes A great 
number of cases of chorea treated successfully with this remedy 
have been reported, a few of which we collect 

Case 1st. A boy aged 11, had had Chorea for four months; 
one side was affected, and in almost constant motion, except 
when asleep ; he had been under medical care all the time without 
avail. He then took one teaspoonful of pulv. black snake root 
every morning for three days, then omitted it three, then resumed 
it again until he had taken it nine times. When he had taken six 
doses he was almost well ; when he had taken nine doses he was 
perfectly well, and remained so for at least four years. — JOr. Young. 
Case 2nd. A girl sick with Chorea for a month ; after taking 
three doses she was very much improved ; six doses cured her 
entirely. It caused pricMng all over every time it was taken,— 
IMd. 

Case Srd. A lady, aged 19 had Chorea for two weeks; her left 
aide was almost constantly in motion ; it did not prevent her deep- 
ing;, ,lier general health was perfectly good, and no cause could be 
detected. She was dosed with Calomel, Jalap, Tartar emetic and 
Cream Tartar, for seven days, when Dr, Young was staitled, for 
he found that the Chorea had extended to the right side and was 
tenfold aggravated,. Her arms, legs, head, face,, tongue and every 
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masoular part, was in continual and irregnlar motion; she could 
with great difficulty speak intelli^bly. The power of swallowing 
was lost to a great degree, she could not walk one step, nor stand 
up without support, nor could ahe sleep day or night on account of 
the constant twitching and jerking of the muscles. A teaspoonful 
of the powdered root of Cimieiftiga waeg^ven three timesaday; 
in five days she was much better, could walk 300 or 400 yards, 
could speak and swallow as well as ever ; slept well at night ; her 
lege had hut little irregular mption, her head was steady, and the 
muscles of her face scarcely a^tated; her arms were more alFected 
than any other part. In seven days more she Was quite well. It 
neither vomited, sweated, purged or acted on her kidneys ; the only 
sensation she had was an uneasy sensation, almost amounting to aa 
ache, through all her limbs, after every dose, and continuing three 
or four hours. Dr. Physic cured several cases with ten grain doses 
every two hours. Dr. Wood cured a case after the failure of purga- 
tive and metallic tonics; also a case of periodic convulsions 
connected with uterine disorder. 

Case Uh. A girl aged 9, whose mental faedttes were much 
disordered, and who had lost nearly all power over the left arm 
and leg ; bowels irregular, headache, and pain frequently shooting 
down the left arm. Was cored quickly, A very intractable case 
was cured by Dr. Otto. A girl aged 18 — Chorea with considerable 
gastric derangement, with snppression of menses for five months. 
Five grains of the pulv. root every 3 hours ; no improvement for 
nearly a week ; then iniproved rapidly and was well in three weeks. 
Dr. Datis says we can no longer doubt its efficacy In Chorea, in all 
cases arismg from undue irritability or mobility of the nervous 
system, especially when indnced by exposure to cold; in short, when 
Chorea arises from a rheumatic irritation of the motor nerves, and 
muscles, or of the anterior colnmn of the spinal marrow. Inthe 
various Eclectic Journals, there have been reported from' time to 
time very many cures of Chorea, inade with Gimieifuga. In some 
cases the powdered root was used; in others the tmcture, reMnoid 
(mscrotm), or the fluid extract. According to my experience it is' 
most useful when the disease occurs in females, is aggravated at 
the menstrual periods, and seems to be somehow connected with 
derangement of the generative functioni. The first decimal of the 
pulv. root seems to act more promptly in these cases, although the 
hrst dec. dilution is quite reliable. Physicians are in dutj bound 
to report then- failures as Well as their cures. I have given the 
Cimidfuga in some cases without deriving any beneflt from its use. 
One case was a child about 10 years of age. The first symptom was 
a "catching" of the lower hmb, like the disease called " spring-halt" 
in horses ; afterwards came twitching of the mouth, arms, fingers 
and feet. Cimieiftiga Ist or 3d trit. did not cause any improve- 
ment in ten days. Agaricus was tried a week; but Sux vomica 2d. 
dil. five drojffl three[times a day arrested the malady. A similaJ^'case 
also reaisted its action, probably because it was not strictly bomceo- 
pathic, but when the citrate of Iron and Strychnia was given, a rapid 
recovery was the result. This last medicine was selected because of 
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■which indicated Iron, and the peeuhar (_ 
Eymptoma called for Nux vom. One grain of the first decimal was 
given three times a day. Improvement immediately set in, and 
continued until the recovery was complete — about foar weeks. 

FcTer,— Chillinesa during the forenoon. Occasional cold chilL 
Coldness and chills, particularly of the arms and feet soon after 
waking. At 3 a. m., the whole surface became cold. Slight cold 
perspiration, and aeiisation as if it would become profuse, eoatinu- 
ing for an hour, accompanied by lancinating pain along the cartil- 
ages of the felsa ribs, left wde, increased by taking a long inspira- 
tion. Disposition to perspire at night for three weeks; irregular, 
usually three or four times a week, occurring about 3 a. m., com- 
mencing while asleep, and disappearing a few minutes after waking, 
never profuse. During the first week the surface was cold with the 
perspiration, but during the laat ten days the perspiration was 
aeeompanied by heat rather than coldn^a j pulse too slow, every 
third or fourtn pulsation intermitting. In three quartera of an 
hour, increased heat of the face ; slight inclination to sweat ; pulse 
rather full, 90 in the minute, it being 80 before taking the drug. 
In three quarters of an hour after taking the second dose, pulse 
weaker and very irregular, 80 in the minute. At the end of an 
hom- pulse 80 and irregular. Pulse quick and weak. In morning 
pulse feeble, with weakness and trembling. Drowsiness, with creep- 
mg chills upon the back during the evening, followed by frequent 
wakings during the night, and desire to throw off the bed clothes, 
although the thermometer was below zero. 

Clinical Rewaeks. — ^The febrile symptoms developed daring a 
proving of Cimicifuga are very slight. Careful obsevers have 
almost onifbrmly found it to lessen the force and frequency of the 
pulse, at the same time soothing pain and allaying irritability. Dr. 
JDavis says, it causes a depression of the pulse, which remains for a 
considerable time. Dr. Marcy says ; " Like many other drugs which 
exercise a specific action upon the nervous system, the primary 
effect of actea, when given in small doses, is slightly stimulating to 
both the nervous and vascular systems, causing a slight increase in 
the force and frequency of the pulse, and followed speedily by a 
permanent depression of the circulation. When administering it 
for mild attacks of rheumatism, we have in several instances 
observed this primary and secondary action. Among the secondary 
effects which are strongly marked, are, diminished nervous iiTitabil- 
ity, and disposition to sleep," In Bheumatia fever, it is a valuable 
remedy. It will sometimes act promptly in reducing the force oi 
the pulse, and bringing on a healthy perspiration. Some severe 
acute attacks of inflammatory rheumatism have been cured with 
Cimicifuga in a very short time. But it has been usually given in 
too large doses, by the dominant school, (30 to 60 drops of th« 
tincture every two or four hours). Such doses are useless and injuri- 
ous. Ihavesucceeded with five drops of the first dilution, and rarelj 
resort to the tincture. Five drops every hour should be the max 
imum dose. 

la YeUovyfffoer, it is recommended by some writers. It would 
14 
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seem to 'bs somewhat homceopathie to the severe and peculiar " pains 
in the bones," as snfiFerers term it, but probably bears no relation to 
the real condition present. la nearly all fevers it may be indi- 
cated for certain conditions which may arise. Thus in many 
fevei-s, the nervous system, the brain, may and does become very 
irritable, and irritated, and a train of symptoms, sneh as will be 
found under the head of " Brain," will aiiae. In such cases small 
doses will remove the symptoms, and permit remedies more appro- 
priate to the general condition, to act nntrammelled. Although 
this remedy is to aoertain extent an analogue of aconite, yet it does 
not seem to control febrile diseases as promptly. 

Skin. — Eruptions of white pustules over the face and neck. 
Sometimes large, red, papular, 

CiiNicAL Rbmaeks. — The above is a curative symptom, although 
it has been recorded in some of our worla as a pathogenetic. So 
iar in our experiments we have failed to develop any skin symp- 
toms. It is indeed doubtfnl whether it is an eliminator like ai'seni- 
cum, or a cutaneous irritant like sulphur. Dr. Hill, in his Epitome, 
highly recommends its use in Small Pox, but his indications are not 
based on any relation it h^s to the eruptions, but to the peeuliw 
pains, etc., which accompany the fever. Dr. D. 8. Smith, of Chi- 
o^o recommends it very highly in Variola and Vai'ioloid, and 
asserts that it decidedly modifies the disease, preventing pitting, 
and even the development of pustules. It may prove useful, inifi- 
rectly, in some exanthematous diseases. Thus : Urticaria often 
depends upon rheumatic irritation of internal organs ; some erup- 
tions are excited by menstrual derangements. Cimicifuga being 
homceopathic to the excitii^ causes, wUl, by removing iAem, remove 
the cutaneous irritation. Dr. Lee says, "it sometimes appears to 
have a specific action on the skin, causinga sensation of prickling, 
itching and heat on the whole surfece.'' This may be {by its action 
on the terminal nerves) attended sometimes by a slight eruption. 

Sleep. — Very restless at night. Restless at night after three or 
four hours of good sleep. Restlessness early in the morning, con- 
tinuing for a week. Disturbed, restless, nnrefreshing sleep, from 
3 to 5 A, M., with disposition to fold the arms over the bead ; 
unpleasant dreams of being in trouble, of being in a sad plight ; 
Somnolency. 

CuNiOAi. Remakes. —The sleeplessness and nightly restlessness 
caused by this drug belong to its power of causing nervous irrita- 
tion. In delirium a potM, sleeplessness is one of the most trouble- 
some symptoms, one whioh the dominant school try to subdue with 
enormous dosos of opium. Opium is sometimes homceopathic to 
this condition, also Cannabis ind,, Coffea, Arsenicum, etc., but none 
more so than Cimieifuga, unless it be Digitalis, which latter medi- 
cine is just now used with such success in dehrium tremens. In 
typhoid states, hysteria, and those conditions brought on by mental 
excitement and labor, we have to deal with insomnia of an obstinate 
character. In many of these instances this remedy will , assist us 
in our treatment of the di£H;calty. I have given it in the sleepless- 
ness of children during teething, or when no apparent cause for the 



>stsd by Google 



CIMICIFUGA RACEMOSA. lO'r 

Bymptoms existed. A few pellets of the 3d, seemed to palliate aa 
well aa CofFea. 

Mind and Sensorlum, — Not disposed to fix the attention on any 
subject; vertigo ; impwred vision ; dizziness; dullness in the head; 
vertigo ; fnlnese and dull aching in the vertex ; ten minutes after 
taking the third decimal dilation, a sort of delirinm, with an incli- 
nation to run over the subject on which he was reading. Miserable 
dejected feeling ; mind dull and heavy. Feels grieved, troubled, 
■with sighing ; next day a feeling of tremnloas joy, with mirthful- 
ness, playfulness and clear intellect. Considerable exhilaration. 
■ Pleasurable excitement. Cimicifuga soon shows its action on the 
senaorinm, when administered to sensitive persons. Dr. King 
made casual mention in his dispensatory, that this drng had oaased 
Bymptoms simulating ddiriv/m la-emens. To get at the real hktory 
of such action I wrote to Dr. King, who kindly favored me with 
the following statement : * * "I did not pay that attention to the 
symptoms as one of your school would have done, but merely 
noticed them in the aggregate. In the cases referred to, I gave the 
tincture for the cure of rheumatism, in ordinary doses of 20 to 30 
drops, every honr, but finding the symptoms I'esulting therefrom to 
be similar to those, of deliiinm tremens, I omitted the medicine 
until they had disappeared, and again administered it, but in smaller 
doses, and so continued imtil I found that even two or three drops 
would be followed by the same symptoms, and was therefore com- 
pelled to cease its use altogether in such cases. I have not met with 
this effect in but three cases, and in the first one that occurred, so 
positive was I from the symptoms of the patient, that his wife had 
allowed him the use of some liquor, that I carao very near being 
discharged on account of the scolding I administered to both the 
patient and his wife. In fact, I did not believe in that case that 
the tincture produced the effects, nor until I met with the other 
cases. As near as I can recoUect there were nausea, retching, 
dilated pupils, tremor of the limbs, incessant talking and changing 
from one subject to another withoat any order, though perfectly 
sensible when the attention was aroused by any person addressing 
them, or conversing with them, but soon relapsing into their vaga^ 
riea when not disturbed; great wakefulness, imagining strange 
objects upon the hed, and in the room, as rats, sheep, etc. Some- 
times arousing from their incoherent talkativeness as if startled, 
and inquiring regarding persons present; — 'Who is that man?' 
'What does he want here P' 'Tell him to go home,' etc. With 
quick, full pulse, a wild look of the eyes, and the peculiar inde- 
scribable expression of face commonly observed among those who 
labor under delirium tremens." I can corroborate Dr. King's 
experience with the Cimicifuga. I once gave the tincture to a girl 
who had dysmenorrhcea. I ordered her to take one drop every 
two hours during the premonitory stage, and when the pains, which 
were intense, painful, like labor-pains, and extended to the hips, 
thighs and ovarian regions had become severe, to take one drop 
every half hour. By some misunderstanding she took five drops 
every half hour for six hom-s. When I saw her she had no pains. 



>stsd by Google 



108 NEW HOMCEOPATHIC PRGVrN"GS. 

but said her head felt " atrsmge and wild ;" her pupils -were dilated, 
she talked incoherently, and exclaimed that she saw rate, mice, and 
insects, on the bed and on the floor and ceiling. She also com- 
plained of a roaring in the bead, very distressing. 

Clinical Remarks. — ^In its effects on the sensorium, (brain) 
Cimicifuga is analogous to Arsenicam, Belladonna, Hyoacyamns, 
Opinm, Stramonium, and a few other drugs, but it has important 
points of dissimilarity whieh should be considered in the selection of 
the drug. I treated one mild case of delirium tremens ivith this 
remedy. It seemed to remove tbe condition. When the symp- 
toms above narrated occur in typhoid, or hysteric states, the Cimi- 
cifuga will act beneficially. A few drops of the 3d dilation in 
water every hour seems the most appropriate method of admin- 
ifiti"ation, 

Heafl.— Heaviness and dvdlness of the head; slight fulness of the 
head ; slight dull pain in the bead ; acute pain generally through the 
head during the day, at times more severe on tbe lelt side ; slight 
pain in the head in tbe evening ; remittent headache of long stand- 
ing, more or less severe every day, but increased every second day ; 
dull pain deep in tbe forehead ; dullness of the head and pain in 
the forehead and occiput ; dull pain in the forehead in tbe after- 
noon ; dnll, boring pain in the forehead, over the left superciliary 
ridge, continuing for two hours, from 10 a. m ; pain in the forehead 
and occiput, with heaviness of the bead after one hour; pain from 
the eyes to tbe top of the head, which seemed as if the nerves were 
excited to too much action, lasting three hours — under large doses, 
it lasted six hours; pain over the eyes; pain over the left eye, 
extending along the base of the br^n to the occiput; slight pain in 
the forehead; drynessofthepharynx; aching in the eyes, apparently 
between the eyeball and orbitaJ plate of tbe frontal bone. At 10 p.m. 
occasional transient pain in the forehead, over the right eye ; dull 
p^ninthe head; fullness in tbe forehead, over the eyes; severe 
pain in the head, particularly in the forehead and eyeballs ; severe 
pain in the forehead over tbe right eye, and extending to the temple 
and vertex with fulne^, heat, and throbbing, and when going up 
stairs, a sensation as if the top of the bead would fly ofi"; fulness in 
the vertex; achingpainin the vertex and occiput in paroxysms, at 
times qnite severe, immediately after rising. Pdn in the vertex 
during the afternoon and evening ; sensation as if tbe temples were 
compressed occasionally through the day; dull, heavy headache, 
more in the left temple ; slight pain in the left side of the head ; 
aching pain in the bead, particularly in the occiput, experienced 
only while indoors, relieved by the open ah' — ^it increased daring 
the afternoon, and was quite severe in the evening; about 9 p. m,, 
it disappeared enth-ely after a walk in the open air ; constant dull 
pain in the head, particularly in the occiput, and extending to the 
vertex, during the forenoon and part of the afternoon. The pain 
in tbe head is always relieved by open air ; dull sehsation through 
the head as though he had been on a "spree" and was getting over 
its effects. Brain feels too large for the cranium; brain feels com- 
pressed. Awoke at 2 o'clock a. m., with excruciating, though dull 
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pain in the forehead, extending to the temples, with coldness of 
forehead; pain in the eyeballs. Dall pain in the region of moral 
organs — a pressing outward and upward, as if there was not room 
enough for the upper portion of the cerebrum. This pain was very 
oppressive and intolerable; it began about 5 o'clook p. m., after 
taking the second dose, and continued unabated till morning, when 
it was relieved in thirty minutes by a dose of Bryonia. 

Clinicai. Ebmaeks.— There is no remedy in our Materia 
Medioa which bo promptly and uniformly causes headache as the 
Cimicifuga — with the exception of Glonoine. It is homceopathic to 
a variety of headaches, particularly the nervous, rheumatic and 
menstrual. It effects the brain In a manner similar to Digitalis. 
Some of its symptoms resemble Nux., Ign,, Glonoine, Spigelia and 
Belladonna. It has cnred a headache with "severe pain in the 
eyeballs, esfcending into the forehead, and increased by the slightest 
movement of the head or eyeballs,'' also "dull pain in the occipital 
regions with shooting pains down the back of the neck." 

Case let. A lady aged 35, has suffered from dyspepsia for 
several months, and for nine days past from severe pain in the fore- 
head over the right eye, and extending to the temple and vertex, 
with fullness, heat and throbbing,' and when going up stairs a 
sensation as if the top of the head would fly off. Coldness and 
chiEls, particularly of the arms and feet; faintness in the epigastrium ; 
pain and regurgitation of food after eating. Cimicifuga first, three 
drops thi-ee times a day, afforded prompt and permanent relief. — 
Paine. 

Oase 2nd. Mrs. W. aged 4V, has not yet passed the critical 
period, and suffers from various neuralgic pains incident to that 
time. Now suffers from severe pains in the head, particularly in 
the forehead and eyeballs. Ciinicifuga second, horded prompt 
relief in a few hours, 

Oase Srd. Dull pain iu the head ; fullness in the forehead and 
eyes; p^n in the eyeballs, increased secretion of tears; fluent 
waterycoryza; frequent sneezing; soreness of the throat; cough at 
night, caused by tickling in throat — cured in two days by Cimicifuga 
2. (Dr. Paine). This is a well marked case of caiarrhal headache. I 
have found it useful in similar eases. Dr. B. L. Hill states that the 
pains in the head caused by Cimicifuga are all fro'm within out- 
wards. It isparticularlynsefulin headaches of delicate, nervous and 
hysterical females, when the headaches occur at or near the men- 
strual periods, during pregnancy, and at the change of life. ("Sabina."} 
It is useful in the headaches of drunkards, occurring after a debauch ; 
in the headaches of students and literary men, after mental labor, 
and that peculiar heaviness, dullness and gloominess which results 
fi-om want of sleep. (Nux.) Children, during teething, or in the 
course of many diseases, irequently show symptoms of irritation of 
the brain. This ig denoted by peevishness, wakefulness, flushed- 
face, injected eyes, etc. In such oases eclectics claim the Cimici- 
fuga has a calming influence, and prevents cerebi-al congestion, 
spasms, etc. 

Byes. — Aching of the eyes, at 10 a, m. Heaviness of the eyes, 
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as if caused by cold. Dull pain iu both eyeballs. Pain in both eye- 
balls. Pain in the centre of the eyebaOs, and also sensation as if 
pw.D were situated between the eyeball, and the orbital plate of the 
frontal bone, in the morning, on rising, continuing all day, but not 
severe as in the morning ; aching pain in the centre of both eye- 
balls, rarely in one alone, continuing for three weeks afler discontinu- 
ing the drug; achingpain in both eyeballsthrough the day, aching 
in the eyeballs, in the evening; on going np ataii's, eyeballs painful 
for a short time ; pain in the eyeballs ; increased secretion of tears ; 
pain in the eyeb^s, in the left more than in the right, and sonea- 
tion as if they were enlarged — most severe in the morning ; severe 
aching pain in the right eyeball, after retiiing at night ; constant 
dull aching pain iu right eyeball, and across the forehead, accom- 
panied with nausea. Pain extending from the right eyeball throngh 
to the right side of the occiput, slightly affecting the ear, at night; 
Stinging in the eyelid, stinging in the eyelids, an hour after taking 
the drug; stinging of the eyelids, dnlness and heaviness of the head 
and eyes, as if produced by cold ; inflammation of both eyelids; sen- 
sation of swelling of right eyelid, with heat as if inflamed, after 
four Tiours. Pain in the right eyelid when closing it, in the after- 
noon. (The above ia from' Mar cy's proving.) Redness of face and 
eyes ; eyes feel as if swollen ; bla»3c specks before the eyes. Myopia 
increased. During the headache the eyes were so congested as to 
attract the attention of everyone, although there was no disagree- 
able feeling in them. (HiU's proving) , 

Clinical Remarks. — Few medicines cause such intense and 
persistent pains in the eyebaUs. The pains are principally acAm^'. 
(Bell., Di^t., Merc, Hepar., Cupr., Crocus., Cocc.) The pains caused 
by this drug simulate rheumatic and newralgic affections of the 
eyes. It will probably be found useful in " ocular hyper-sestheaia" 
—a condition of irritation and over-sensitiveness of the optic nerves. 
It appeai-s to effect the eyes in a manner somewhat similar to 
Spigelia in causing intense pains in the eyeballs. A young lady 
aged 20, of light complexion, had suffered for sereral weeks from 
ophthalima, p^n in the eyeballs— a sensation as if they 
enlarged — most severe in the morning; prickling in the i 
eanthns, aggi-avated by reading; inflammation of the eye 
slight secretion ot mucus early in the morning ; sore throat ; reading 
causes headache. Cimicifuga first, three drops, three times a day, 
entirely removed all the pains in the eyeballs and head. (P^ne.) 
It seems to be indicated in Amaurosis, bat we have no clinical ex- 
perience in this disease- Dr. King (eclectic) says, " In doses of one 
dram of the tincture every hour, it has effected thorough cures of 
ophthalima conjunctiva, without the aid of any local application." 

ffose. — Stinging sensation in the nose in the evening ; obstruction 
of the left nostril, in the evening ; inclination to sneeze twice in 
the afternoon. Frequent inclination to sneeze, in the afternoon ; 
sneezing; headache ; sneeang several times, at 10 a. m.; frequent 
sneezing and fluent coryza during the dfty. Fluent coryza ; fluent 
corjza of whitish mucus during the day ; constant coryza, during 
the day; abundant watery coryza; copious coryza; copious coryza 
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during the forenoon ; fluent coryza ; aching and soreness in the nose 
during the day. Fluent wateiy coryza; frequent sneezing ; soreness 
in the throat, oauaing difficulty in swallowing. Profuse coryza in 
the foreDOon ; Etching pain in the head ; pain in both eyeballs, many 
times through the day. Very profuse greenish and slighty sanguine- 
ous coryza, after rising; fulness of the pharynx, and constant inclina- 
tion to swallow; dulness of the head, and pain in the forehead and 
oceipul ; fluent coryza, more so than for many weeks, as if caused 
by cold ; dryness of the pharynx ; sneemcg, at 4 p. it. (Payne's 
proving). Stuffed condition of the nostrils, which was soon followed 
by an open moist condition, with great sensitiveness to cold air, as 
if the base of the brtuii were Md bare, and every inhalation of the 
brain bronght the cold air in contact with it. (This is exactly 
similar to that produced by a sudden change of weather in winter, 
from cold dry, to damp thawing, as by a south wind which melts 
the snow). (Hills proving). 

Clihioai. Rehuabks.— ^ome authors say that they have never 
known it to produce a perceptible increase of any of the secretions ; 
others again say that it operates powerfully upon the secreting 
organs and absorbents, and that it is expectorant and diaphoretic. 
From the above symptoms it would certainly seem to have a specific 
affinity for the nasal mncons membrane, and causes a real catarrhal 
state. In acute rheumatic-eatarrhal attacks, with pains in the 
limbs, head, face, eyeballs, chilliness, heat, and fluent watery coryza, 
it is certainly indicated ; and in one epidemic influenza I found it 
useful for sach conditions, also in the cough and sore throat by 
which it was accompanied. 

Face, Jaws anfi Teeth.— Severe pain in the left jaw. Heat on 
one side of the face, with lassitude all over. Very severe pains in 
the face, more in under jaw, lower teeth, and articulations of lower 

\ The pains in the head and face constant, and very severe. 

in in the right superior maxillary bone, and teeth. 

Clinical Reuaicks. — ^The above are just such piuns as are 
neai'ly always present in catarrhal-rheumatlc attacks in the winter 
and spiing. I once took five drops of the flrat decimal for similar 
symptoms occurring in myself. The one dose seemed to cut short 
the attack, at least it mitigated the pains. 

Honth. — Offendve breath ; dryness and soreness of the lips ; 
dry lips; small nicer on the inner surface of the lower lip. Un- 
pleasant taste in the mouth, accumulation of thick mucus upon the 
teeth; spitting of thick saliva which seemed to stick to the mouth 
and throat, and to be detached with difficulty. Mouth dry in the 
morning. Swelling of the back part of the tongue. Root of tongue 
and fauces swollen, 

OiiiNTOAL Rbmakks. — In many cases of rheumatism, the gums 
and buccal mucous membrane became swollen and tumefied. In 
such cases this remedy may be found useful, used as a weak wash 
to the inflamed sui'face. 

Throat. — Dryness of the pharynx ; sneezing, at 4 p. m.; dryness 
of the pharynx and inclination to swallow, during the night ; fulness 
of the pharynx and constant inclination to swallow; soreness of the 
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throat when swallowing; sensation of fulness high up in the throat 
■with fulness in the vertex and stiffness of the neck ; sensation of 
rawness in the throat; slight difficulty in swallowing; hoarseness, 
which increased towards night ; constant unpleaeant fulness in the 
pharynx. Palate and uvula red and inflamed! Inflammation of the 
uvula and palate, fifth day more severe than the day before; 
copious coryza. Hoarseness, roughness and scraping in the throat; 
roughness and dryness of the throat, with thirst ; dryness and sore- 
ness of the throat on swallowing, and on pressure worse on the left 
side. 

Clinical Remakks. — ^It has cured Chorea when attended with 
almost complete loss of the power of swallowing. In sore throat, 
and cynajiche maligna a decoction of the root is recommended by 
Dr. Barton. Dr.Marcy says it is an excellent remedy against dryness 
of the throat, or a dry spot In the throat causing cough {Lachesis), 
also in dry coughs proceeding from irritation and tickling at the 
lower part of the larynx. In a late nuniber of an Allopathic Journal, 
it is highly recommended by a Boston physician as a most excellent 
remedy in Diphtheria, used in decoction as a gargle. 

Appetite and Stomach, — Eructations tastmg of the medicine; 
eructations and slight nausea, immediately. Pain and regurgitation 
of food after eating. Lobs of appetite ; no appetite for supper ; 
repugnance. Nausea for fifteen minutes half an hour after taking 
the drug ; nausea with loathing, soon after the dose ; sense of 
internal tremor in the stomach, after breakfast ; sensation as if too 
much food had been taken into the stomach ; acute darting pain in 
the epigastiium, after a light supper ; slight pain in the epigastrium, 
extending to the left hypoohondrinm, with faintness and sensation 
of emptiness; fmntness in the epigastrium, with repugnance to 
food, which, howevei', did not prevent his partaking of a moderate 
breakfast; Outness in the epigastrium, generally in the morning 
before eating, particularly if the medicine had been taken over 
night, not preventing eating, which was followed by a sensation 
of repletion, as if too much food had been taken; faintness of the 
epigastrium; faintness of the stomach; slight faintness in the epi- 
gastrium, during the forenoon; faintness of the stomach two or 
three times, of short duration ; violent retching and vomiting, with 
pain in the head. In a " proving," which Dr. Hill reported to the 
N. A. Journal of Homeopathy, he copies the above, with a few 
additions, and appropriates them to himself. The fiict is, that proving 
(in vol. 7) is nearly all taken from Dr. Paine's original proving. 
Hill and Douglas also state that in their proving "all the stomach 
symptoms were produced on females; the drug producmg no dis- 
turbance in the stomach of males." But in Dr. Paine's provings, 
men and women were alike afifected with nausea and vomiting. 
The statement of Dr, Hill, reiterated in hia "epitome," is therefore 
unreliable. It was probably originally put forth to favor the 
idea that Cimicifuga was specific to nearly aU diseases of females, 
morning sickness, etc. 

Clinical Rbmabks. — ^That Cimicifuga may cause sympathetic 
nausea and vomiting, by its irritating influence over the temale 
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organs of generation, I do not deny. But it is by no means a specific 
in "mommg nausea'' of pregnant women. If tlie uterine and 
general symptoms correspond, the remedy may be found useful for 
that dlstressmg symptom, I have in a few cases found it useful, 
but no more so than Nux vom^ Ipecac, Puis., or Oxalate of Cerium, 
like its analogues — Digitalis, Belladonna, Opium, etc., this medi- 
cine may cause vomiting through its irritating effect upon the brain. 
Powerful vomiting is often the first symptom of Meningitis, 
Hydrocephalus and other brain diseases, and the so called "nervous 
sick headachee,'' wbich are accompanied by severe vomiting, prob- 
ably consist eventually of cerebral irritation. It is in this type of 
"sick headache" that Cimidfugais useful and ?ioK in the headaches 
"which proceed from derangenient of digestion. 

Abdomen. — Platus ; rumbling in the lower part of the abdomen, 
at 10 A, K. Flatulence, causing a sensation of fulness in the abdo- 
men, rumbling of flatus below the umbilicus, at 10 p. m. Fulness 
and pressure in the lower part of the abdomen. Increased pressure 
in the lower part of the abdomen with some pain. Acute cutting 
pain in the umbilical region, which, although acute, was not so 
severe as to prevent attending to his usual business ; uninfluenced 
by eating and continuing during the afternoon ; wandering pain in 
the bowels, slight pain in left iliac region ; afterwards severe ;^ains 
in the bowels, mostly below the umbiUcus, with weight and pain in 
lumbar and sacral region; soreness of abdominal musdes, on taking 
fall inspirations. Dull ^ping, twisting at the umbilical region, 
more towards the left. Fain in the left hypochondriac region, worse 
on motion, and on taking a deep inspiration. Periodic colic with 
inclination to bend forward, relieved after stool. 

Clinical Rkmaeks. — There are three diseases of the abdominal 
structures, in which this remedy may prove nseful : (1) Rheuma- 
tism of the musoular structures; (2) Neuralgia; {3) Peritonitis, 
especially puerperal. I have found it useful In the_^s; and second, 
but have never used it in the third, nor have we any clinical experi- 
ence of its use in that affection. 

Stool. — Evacuation regular and natural during the proving, but 
for a month aflerwards, alternate constipation and tendency to 
diarrhcea ; dispoMtion to diarrhcea, in the evening ; slight disposi- 
tion to diarrhtea, after rising. Constipation; fieces hard and dry. 
Large papeacent stool with general indisposition. Scanty diarrhcea 
with tenesmus. Copious papescent stool in the morning. 

Clinical Rbmakks.— We have no proof that this drag has any 
laxative or cathartic effect. It cannot be homteopathie to abnormal 
intestinal discharges, at least we have no clinical testimony to that 
effect. 

Urine. — Disposition to frequent nrination. Increased flow of 
nriae. Increased secretion of pale urjnej retention of urine for 
eighteen hours followed by frequent micturition. Profuse flow oi 
p^e watery urine. Stitches in urethra in the morning. 

Clihical KEStAEKS. — The dominant school assert the Cimicifuga 
to be a diuretic. It does increase the quantity of urine, but prob- 
ably not from any influence it has over the kidneys primarily. All 
15 
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drags which bring on depresBion of the Dei'voua ayatem, will oanse 
something akin to "nervous diabetes." Iq hysterical states, and 
manyformsof uterine disorder, we find this condition; — a profuse 
flow of watery mine, with nervous prostration ; .sinking sensation 
at the stomach, chilliness, headache, over the eyes, in the eyes ; 
lowneas of spirit, and sometimes aching pains in the limbs. With 
this state of the system, it is supposed by physiologists, there occurs 
a waste of phosphorus — which is eliminated by the kidneys in the 
form of phosphates. Loss of phosphates indicates innervation. Dr. 
Lee says, " In some instances it acts as a renal hydragogae, increas- 
ing to a considerable extent, the amount of urinary secretion; but, 
in a majority of oases, this result oannot be anticipated with any 
considerable degree of confidence. We are rather disposed . to 
regard it in the light of a rena! alterative ; increasing generally the 
amount of soluls in the urine, without any great increase in the 
amount of water. To eliminate solid mattera from the blood, 
whether lithates, phosphates, or animal matters, the cohosh, with 
the free use of diluents, may rank among our most efficient agents, 
Cimlcifuga, has a similar action, over the renal organs, to Aconite, 
Asclepias syi-. and Colehicum, ail of which increase the solid consti- 
tuents of urine. This condition is admirably met, by the dilutions 
of the remedy. It may be found useful in spasmodic retention of 
urine, from a cold, mental emotion, or as a symptom of rheumatism. 

Genital Organs of Men. — Pain and retraction of the right sperma- 
tic cord ; drawing pain along the right spermatic cord ; pain and 
tenderness of the testicles. 

Clinical Bbmaeks. — It is said to cm-e old standing cases of gleet 
and spermatovrhtea. 

fienltal Organs of Women. — Leucorrhtea ; menorrhagia ; suppres- 
sion of the menses ; feeling of heaviness ; weight bearing down in 
the uterine region, with feeling of heaviness and torpor of the lower 
extrtimities ; appearances of the menses eight days before their 
time ; labor-like pains during pregnancy ; abortion in the fourth, 
eighth and twelfth weeks of pregnancy; cold chills and prickling 
sensations daring the day — in the m^nma ; prickling sensations in 



Clinical Rbmakks,— No remedy stands higher in the estimation 
of the eclectic school, for the treatment of diseases peculiar to fe- 
males, than the Cimicifoga, and its concentrated principle — Cimici- 
fugin. It is used by them in all uterine diseases, of, the most oppo- 
site character. Dr. King, one of their highest authorities, says 
{Amer. Eolec. Disp.)"itis useful in amenori'hcea, dysmenorrhma, 
loucorrhoa and other uterine affections. As a partus accelerator, it 
may be substituted for ergot. It brings on expulsive action of the 
uterus speedily and powerfully. After labor it will be found eflec- 
tual in allaying the general excitement of the nervous system and 
relieving after-pwns." In "King's Amer. Obsts. " he recommends 
it, in addition, for menorrhagia, amenorrbtea, prolapsns uteri, etc 
"It does not produce the powerful and continuous contractions of 
the uterus which follow the use of ergot, and, consequently, is not 
as dangerous to the child; neither does it lessen the susceptibility of 
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the organ to subseqaent doses, aa is apt to be the ease with ergot ; 
it appears to excite the uterus to a normal activity only," Jones 
and Soudder, in their. "Mat. Med.," reiterate the above recommen- 
dations. The writings of that school are full of olinical experience 
relative to the usefulness of this remedy in diseases of females. Tho 
homceopathic school are beginning to realize the value of this agent 
in similar affections, and althongh the pathogenesis which we have is 
meagre, and the recorded symptoms of the drug, so far as relates to 
its action on the reproductive organs, few in number, yet those who 
have used it much, npon the indications derived &x uso in morbiSy 
are enthuMastic in its praise. I will proceed to give what I con- 
ceive to be its .peculiar sphere of action, and point out the indica- 
tiouB for its use in the various affections arising from derangements 
of the organs of generation. Jn amenorrficea, or delayed appearance 
of the menses in young girla, from deficient nervous energy in the 
ovaries, and when the abnormal nervous influence ia directed to 
Other organs, giving rise to chorea, hysteria, nervous headaches, etc., 
the Oimioifuga will restore the functions of the reproductive organs 
to a normal state. Should there be, at the same time with the 
above conditions, a chlorotio state, Helonias or Ferrum should be 
alternated with this remedy. Tn suppression of the menses ftom a 
cold, mental emotions, and febrile symptoms, when rheumatic pains 
in the limbs, or intense headache, or uterine cramps, are present, 
this remedy will be found very useful. ZndyBmenorrhcea, the Black 
Snake root has been used suocessfnliy by all schools. The eclec- 
tics consider it a sort of panaccoa. Many of our own school speak 
highly of its value. Dr. Hill, in his "Epitome," advises it in alt 
cases, and in alternation with Caulophyllum. It is not a general spe- 
dfio, yet will benefit a majority of cases. It is most useful in rheu- 
matic and neuralgic cases, but is often of benefit in congestive, dys- 
menorrhcea, when alternated with Veratrum viride, or Belladonna. 
The best method of administration in these diseases, is to give Cimici- 
fuga, first dechnal or one hundredth, three or four times a day during 
the inter- menstrual period, and every honr or thirty minutes dur- 
ing the severity of the pain. The Cimicifugin, second or third deci- 
mal trituration, will in some cases act more satisfactorily than the 
tincture. Several of my colleagues have reported eases of dysmen- 
orrhma cured or very much relieved. Dr. Ludlam thinks more 
highly of the Cimicifugin in theneuralgio type, than of Caulophyllum. 
Tlie latter is more indicated in cases complicated with uterine 
spasms or general hysterical convulsions. Dr. Williams sends me the 
record of two severe eases of dysmenorrhcea, probably of a rheumatic 
origin, which were apparently cured under the action of Cimicifugin, 
first, I have treated many cases of difficult and painful menstrua- 
tion, arising from various causes, and while in all there was im- 
{)rovement, in many the morbid condition seemed to be pennanent- 
y removed. I consider the following symptoms aa indicating its 
use: ^e/'we the menses the peculiar headache, similarto that caused 
by this medicine ; during the meoses, aching in the limbs, severe 
pmn in the back, down the thighs and through the hips, withlieavy 
pressing-down, labor-like pains, weeping mood, nervousness, hya- 
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terio spaams, cramps, tenderness of the hypogastric region, scanty 
flow of coi^ulated blood, or profuse flow of the same character; be- 
tween the menses debility, nervous erethism, neural^o pains, tend- 
ency to prolapsus, etc, ; ia menorrhaffia, when the flow is profuse, 
but more of a passive character, dark, coagulated, and accompanied 
by tbe above mentioned pains. The Cimioifaga does pot primarily 
cause h£emorrhage,UteS3bina,ETigeronor Crocus, but secondarily, 
by imp^ring the tonicity and normal vitality of the uterus. In 
Tjeuaorrhma, the eelectica speak highly of its efficacy. The late Dr. 
Morrow, to whom is mainly due the introduction of the remedy into 
that practice, gained much celebrity by hia treatment of leucorrhoaa, 
with the internal and local use of the black cohosh. He gave it 
nnti! it produced and kept up its peculiar action on the brain in a 
Blight degree; a decoction of the root was to be used as an injec- 
tion every day. Leucorrhosa may be va^nal, cervical, or uterine. 
In the present state of our knowledge of the action of the drug, we 
cannot point out accurately the particular fonn of leuoorrhtea for 
which it is indicated. It may be beneficial in ail varieties ; the gen- 
eral symptoms of the patient must, to a great extent, be our guide. 
Dr. Hill mentions a "lencorrhosa of long standing cnred during a 
week's proving," and another case of " leucorvhcea, and chronic in- 
flammation and congestion of the uterus, cured during the proving, 
while no other symptoms were obseiTed on the provers until the 
disappearance of the uterine disease," Believing in the local, as 
well as general action of a drug, I would advise it to be used both 
topically and internally. The lower dilutions seems to act most 
beneficiaJly. It is now more than sixty years since it was claimed 
by Steams'' in the American Herbal, to have an espedal affinity ibr 
the uterus, particularly over the menstrual function, and Dr. Tully 
regards this claim as well established by the experience of New 
England practitioners. Aa a parturiefecient, it was in general use 
among the Indians in the early settlement of this country; Bigolow 
speak? of it as an active agent in facilitating parturition ; and Tul- 
ly says he has known many cases where it has produced abortion in 
pregnant females, when prescribed for a cough. The evidence on 
this head is fax more full and satisfactory than in regard to its em- 
mennagogue properties. Prof. Jjee says: " It is believed to exert 
a specific influence on the uterine contractions lasting longer than 
that of ergot, and followed by less torpor and greater suscep- 
tibility and capacity for action in the uterus than before its employ- 
ment. Its operation, also, is not attended by that deleterious and 
Stupefying influence on the fcetus which often follows the adminia- 
tration of spurred rye." It is doubtful if the ergot acts medianally 
upon the fcetus ataJl. It is the continued, unintermitting pressure 
of the uierua upon the child, or the cord, which causes the coma or 
asphyxia in the infant, before birth. "After delivery, also, it has 
been extensively used for the purpose of induoing firm uterine con- 
traction, expelling the placenta, and checking poat-partem hiemorr- 
hages. For this purpose a drachm of the saturated alcoholic tinc- 
ture should bo given every half hour, or oftener, until tbe desired ef- 
fect is produced." This knowledge of the uterine-raotor action of 
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Cimicifaga shonld he appropriated by homceopatliists. They are 
capable of making much more valuable use of such knowledge than 
the adherents of other schools of medicine. The hom<eopathic 
school gladly avail themselves of the use of ergot, in slow and diffi- 
cult labors arising from an atonic condition of the uterus, or perver- 
ted function. I cannot give my assent to those my thicaJ relations of 
the effects of Secale third or thirtieth, in cauang uterine contrae- 
tions when deficient dnring labor — theproof is not sufficient. I con- 
sider the Cimjcifuga, as ■well as Secale, Cfaulophyllnm and other drugs 
possessing similar powers, as being «eeow(?«ri?i/homcBOpathio to con- 
ditions of uterine inertia. To explain : The priniary action of 
ergot in moderate medicinal doses is to cause contractions, more or 
less persistentof the muscular tissue of the uterus. Under the con- 
tinued action of the drag these contractions will become more 
intense and firm, until, from over-stimulatioti, an opposite condition 
or muscular atony obtains. Now, this latter condition, with its ac- 
companying symptoms, is a secondary effect of the drug, as much 
dneto pathogenetic action as was the primary. When, inpractice, 
we meet with similar conditions, i. e., when the uterus, after vain 
and powerful efforts, becomes exhausted, ergot is the proper remedy, 
if the pritnury symptoms corresponded with those of the drug, viz., 
persistent and unintermitting contractions. But if theuterine atony 
be caused by ergot, then that medicine will not answer our pur- 
pose, and we must resort to Ciraicifuga, Caulophyllum, Uva ursi, or 
galvanism. Secondary states of uterine muscular atony may be 
brought on by all the last named j^nts, and for this reason 
they will all be found useful in ^mUar morbid conditions. 
The dose ■which should be used in such cases should be as large as 
can be given with safety to the patient, and jnst large enough to 
arouse the torpid muscular tissue. My theory of dose, and which 
experience strongly substantiatfiS, is, that for symptoms which simu- 
late the primary effects of the medicine selected as the remedy, 
minute doses should be administered ; but larger doses for symp- 
toms simulating its secondary effects. In resorting to the Cimieifuga, 
in atonic labors, we need not give the massive doses of the eclectic 
school — doseswhich tend to bring on secondary exhaustion. I have 
found five to ten drops of the mother tincture, every fifteen or twenty 
minutes, to be amply sufficient to bring back or arouse the deficient 
vitality of the uterus. But there is an oppoate condition of the 
uterus which sometimes obtsuns during labor, a state of hyper- 
excitation, in which the normal uterine contractions are spasmodic, 
painful, and intensely powerful, but intermitting, sometimes with 
cramps in the extremities, and a tendency to general convulsions. 
Here the Cimieifuga is primarily homoeopathic, and a small quantity 
of the third or sixth attenuation -wOl suffice to restore the normal 
parturient action. This m.edioine will be found useful after labor, 
in producing firm contraction of the uterus, expelling the placenta, 
or checking post-partem htemorrhage. But I think for thispurpose 
the Secale is to be preferred, because of its power to cause firmer 
and more persistent contmotion. After-pains are often readily 
relieved by small doses of Cimieifuga second or third, or Cimicifugin 
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third. I have used it with signal benefit in those cases which 
seemed to be kept np by a neuralgic disposition, or mental and 
nervoaa irritability, and the patient was sleepless, restless, sensitive 
and low spirited. 

Suppression of the Lochia is treated successfully with 
this remedy. When from a cold or mental emotion the die- 
charge is arrested, uterine spasms and cramps ia the limbs sometimes 
occur, accompanied with headache, and even delirium. A case of 
this diaraoter which came under my treatment, was relieved in a 
few hours by Cimiciftiga second trit,, two grains every half hour. 
Warm fomentations were applied to the abdomen and vulva, as 
should always be the practice in such instances. It is nseful to 
relieve those bearing-down pains, indications of prolapsus, which 
women frequently suffer after severe confinements. It is eminently 
homceopathie to a tendency to abortion. It has caused abortion in 
many instances, and is commonly resorted to for that purpose by 
reckless women, and advised by still more reckless physicians. It 
has been used successfully in those instances of " habitual abortion," 
with the result of preventing the wSual miscarriages in the second 
and third months. But unless the general symptoms correspond, 
Caulophvllum, Sabina, Tanacetnm or Helonias will have to be 
selected. When the chill, uterine pMn, tenderness of the hypogas- 
tric re^on, and flooding have already set in, and the loss of the 
ftetus becomes imminent, the Cimiciftiga, in small doses, may arrest 
the progress of the morbid process, provided the membranes have 
not become extensively detached. If the separated portion be 
slight, and the patient be kept quiet, and the proper remedy given, 
I believe it possible to prevent a further separation. If all hope of 
saving the fcetus be abandoned, ^and the uterus is deficient in 
expulsive power, then this medicine may be given, as recommended 
for uterine atony in labors. But no physician should rely alone 
upon medicinal action in such cases. The placental forceps and 
blunt hook should be used early and efficiently, to effect the entire 
removal of the conteats of the uterus. In prolapsus uteri, the 
Cimieifuga is recommended by ail eclectic authors. But herp, as in 
other diseases, it can be no general speciflo. When the prolapsus is 
due to congestion, general or cervical, cervical leucorrhoia, or comes 
on as a result of abortion, or getting up too soon after confinement ; 
and when a deficient innervation seems to He at the root of the 
difficulty, then this medicine will be found an excellent remedy. Dr. 
Morrow, who probably used this agent more than any other physician 
in this country, was very suecessful in the treatment of prolapsus 
by its internEU and local application. It already stands high in the 
homoeopathic school in the treatment of uterine displacements, 
(Podophylimn, Caalophyllum, Helonias and Asclepias tub. will also 
be found ueefal). In Ostzrian diseases, it will undoubtedly be found 
valuable. A medicine which exercises such profound influence over 
the reproductive organs must of necessity Influence powerfully the 
ovaries. Dr. Cleveland recommends it for Ovaritis, and spasm of 
the broad Ugcanents (in the latter affection Cauiophyllum and Mag- 
nesia mur. are specifics). In irritable vtertie, next to Flatina, 
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Sabina, Aconite or Caulopliyllum, it will be found tlie moat useful 
remedy we posses. Some writers recognize a variety of epilepsy^, 
having its origin in uterine disorder — the epileptic convulsion being 
due to refiex action. This form of epilepsy generally occurs at or 
near the menstrual period. In such cases Oiraicifuga has effected 
cures. It has also broken up the tendency to hysterical attacks oc- 
curring during the menses, also hysterical spasms due to uterine dis- 
placements after the womb has been restored to its normal 
position. 

In puerperc^ mania it has been found curative. In part 43, 
Braithwaite's Petrospeot, Prof. Simpson reports a case of Puerperal 
Hypochondriasis treated with tincture Cimicifuga. "A lady, the 
mother of several children, was twice the subject of the most painful 
mental despondency a month or two after delivery. On one of 
these occasions she was confined in London, and had the advice of 
several eminent physicians ; bat the disease took a very long and 
tiresome coarse, seeming to defy all remedi^, and gradually and very 
slowly terminated. On the last occasion on which the attack occur- 
red, this patient was confined under my care here, and went home 
to England some weeks subsequently, perfectly welt. She returned, 
however, in about a month, to Edinburgh, in the lowest possible state 
of depression, a perfect picture of mental misery and unhappiness. 
I tried many plans to raise her out of this dark and gloomy state. 
All failed. At last, fancying from some of her symptoms and com- 
plaints that there might be a rhenmatic element in the afiection, 
I ordered her fifty drops of tmcture of Actea, thrice a day. After 
taking one dose ^e refused to continne it, as the drug had a taste 
so similar to Laudanum, and asall opiates made her worse. 'On being 
reasBuredthat there was no opiate in the medicine, she recommenced 
it, without any faith, however, in the results, as she had in a great 
measure lost faith in all medi<anal means. When I saw her next, 
some eight or ten days afterwards, she was altered and changed in 
a marvelous degree, but alt for the better. On the third or fourth 
day, as she informed me, the clond of misery which had been 
darkening her existence suddenly began to dissolve and dispel, and 
in a day or two more, she felt perfectly herself again, in gaiety, 
spirits, aiid energy. But nothing would induce her, to give up the 
Aoteafor sixordght weeks longer; and the last time she passed 
through Edinburgh, she told me that she had prescribed her own 
remedy to more than one melancholic subject with nearly as great 
success as she had useditin her own case," The successful treatment 
of this casciwas rather a piece of luck than otherwise. It is doubtful, 
first, whether there was any "rheumatic element" in the case at all; 
and second, the medicine did not cure by anli-doting any " rheu- 
matic element," but by virtue of its power of causing a similar state of 
the brfun, and of inducing similar symptoms. This medicine has 
always had great reputation, not only as an acoellerator in childbirth, 
but as a preventive of painful and difficult labor. Wishing to test 
its yaiuB in these cases, I have often given it to ladies whose 
previous labors had been slow and difficult, and generally with 
excellent results. It is best to begin three or four weeks before 
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the time of the expected confiuemeut, and have the patient take a 
few drops of the firat or secoad decimal dilution, or trituration, 
three times a day. During the last week, the doses may be given 
every four honra. One case will illustrate the succeas attending its 
administration, as it is the type of many others. A lady, the mother 
of three children, expressed great anxiety regarding her expected 
confinement. She was in the eighth month, of pregnancy. Her 
previous labora had been unusually severe, veiy tedious, painful, 
and accompanied by fainting fits, crampa, agonizing pain, etc., 
before the birth, and flooding, syncope, and many unpleasant symp- 
toms after the expulsion of the placenta. She took for nearly three 
■weeks, about ten drops of Cimicifuga first dec, dil. foar times a day. 
Labor came on at the proper period, lasted only six hours; was not 
painful nor difficult; there was no flooding, no fainting, and no 
cramps, and both patient and friends were agreeably surprised. 
She got'up in nine days, and had a better convaleaeenee than ever 
before. If this remedy was useful in this condition alone, it would 
still be invaluable to the profession. The editor of the London 
Lancet, writes : " We are disposed to admit the correctness of the 
observations of American Physicians who allege that it has a pecu- 
liar action on the uterus. In the irritable condition of that organ, 
often observed in patients for some time after menstraation has 
ceased, or irregular when about to cease, and marked by pain more 
or less periodical in the Inmbar region, Cimicifiiga affords rapid 
relief. In neuralgic p^s, often met with in such patients in other 
localities, it is equally beneficial. Females at the period of life we 
are speaking o^ frequently suffer from a distressing pain in the 
upper part of the head, reouring with greater severity at night. 
These cases are very satisfactorily met by this remedy. Fains in 
the mainrate also, whether referable to uterine disturbance or to 
pregnancy, are relieved by the Cimicifnga very speedily." 

lo. phlegmasia cdba doUns, I would advise it on theoretical 
grounds; hot having used it in that disease. Some of the symptoms 
of the drug simulate that disease very closely, 

Iinrjnx. — Hoarseness, after rising ; hoarseness; unpleasant fnl- 
nessin the pharynx; constant inclination to cough for balf an hour, 
caused by a tickling sensation in the lai'yux, at 7-J p. m. An attempt 
to speakis followed by an inclination to cough; ahght dry cough 
four or five times, produced by tickling in the larynx ; hoarseness 
in the evening ; short dry cough, several times during the evening, 
caused by tickling in the larynx; fluent coryza; cough, particularly 
at night, caused by. tickling in the throat ; very troublesome, hack- 
ing cough, of some month's standing. 

Clinical Remakks. — The two last symptoms mentioned above 
are inarked "curative'' in one of the proviugs. In my experience 
it has been used lieneficially for coughs. It is well known that 
many laryngeal symptoms result from uterine irritation. The mor- 
bid excitation is transmitted through the medium of reflex action. 
The Cimicifnga is especially indicated in such cases, or when cough 
arises during pregnancy, or from amenorrhcea, etc. It is also use- 
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ful in those spasmodic actions of the larynx ocouvring in hyateiical 



tjbest. — The pain in the head continued for ten days, followed 
by coiyza, with sore throat and a gradual extension of the disease 
to the bronchial nrncous membrane ; dry, short and hacking cough, 
night and day, continuing two weeks, which is uncommon, the 
prover not having had a catarrh or cold for several years ; acnte 
pain in the right Inog, extending from apex to base, about two 
inches to theright of the sternum, aggravated by every inspiration, 
continuing for two hours, and gradually diminishing in intensity 
until after retiring ; Himilar pain the next morning for half an hour, 
but much less severe; lancinating pain along the cartilages of the 
false ribs, left side, increased by taMog a long inspiration, soon af- 
ter waking at three p. k. The same p^n, very severe and piercing, 
80 as almost to prevent inspiration for a short time, immediately 
after retiring, between ten and eleven p. m,, and continuing for halt 
an hour ; soreness of the chest ; cold chills and prickling aensations 
during the day, in the (female) mammEe ; prickling sensations in the 
breasts. Dr. Tnlly says it causes cardiac palpitations, which, though 
transient and fugitive, are often quite severe, with neuralgic pains 
through the cKest. In Drs. Hill and Douglas' proving, we find — 
Stitches in the region of the heart, orin the heart; pain in the left 
side of the chest. 

Clinical Remaeks.— Dr. Lee says "the Cimioifuga has been 
found a useful remedy in certain chronic affections of the pulmon- 
ary organs.'' Dr. Garden, of Virginia, was the first writer who call- 
ed the attention of the profession to this article in this class of cases. 
Having observed its utility in domestic practice, he was induced to 
resort to it in his own case, which he considered one of " gastro- 
hepatic, or dyspeptic phthisis,'' though the physical signs are not 
given. The principal symptoms were; a pulse of one hundred to 
one hundred and twenty, harrassing cough, purulent expectora- 
tion, pain in the right breast and side, hectic paroxysms, loss of 
fleah and strength, frequent hamoptysis, and great derangement in 
the functions of the stomach and hver. No other medicine was taken 
except the Oiraicifuga, and to this, aided by a suitable regimen, the 
cure, which was completed within a few months, was wholly attri- 
buted. Other cases of tuberculosis are ^ven where striking bene- 
fit was derived from its use, and where the disease was evidentlyar- 
restedby it. Dr. Garden used it in his own and other cases in doses 
of "an ounce or two of the tincture of the root once or twice a day. 
The tincture was prepared with good rye whisky.'' He considers 
its effect on the head is the test of the extent to which it should be 
can-ied. Such gross abuse of a valuable remedyis worse thanfool- 
ish. Just in the same manner does the dominant school advise Qui- 
nine to be given until it effects the head unpleasantly. But it is as 
unnecessary in the one as in the other. A few drops of the mother 
tincture, or lower dilutions, frequently repeated, will have a better 
and more lasting effect. Dr. Hiidreth (allopathio) says: "In nearly 
every instance the pulae was reduced to near the natural stand- 
ard, the hectic symptoms disappeared, and with it the cough and 
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other signs of plitliisis.'' In auute phthisis, micomplieated with much 
inflammation, ^r. H. states that he has often seen the most prompt 
action from the decoction, in throwing off febrile excitement, or the 
hectic paroxysms, aJJaying cough, reducing the rapidity and force of 
the pulse, and inducing gentle perspiration; also, he has found it of 
the greatest benefit "in those intermittent congestions and inflam-- 
naations, so frequent in the second and third stages of phthisis from 
atmospheric exposures," Prof, lee says, " there is every reason to 
place considerable confidence in Cimioifuga in the early stages of 
tuberculosis, when there is a frequent hacking cough and other 
signs of the malady. We have used it for many years in such cases 
with much benefit, and have come to regard it as po^essing almost 
specific power in allaying pulmonic irritability, thus abating ooagh, 
while it proves invigorating to the digestive organs. It speedily 
checks the diarj'hcea and night sweats of phthisis." Dr. Wood 
thinks it proves useful in pulmonary complaints only by its allaying 
irritation through its sedative properties. Prof. Cliapman baa rank- 
ed it nnder the head of expectorants. This is all old school experi- 
ence. But we have good reason, judging from oar provinga, to 
expect much from this remedyinsorae pulmonary complaints. It 
cures cough, pains in the chest, dyspnea, fever, night sweats, and 
even diaiThcea. My own experience with it in this class of diseases 
has not been extensive, yet I have cured some harrassing coughs, 
with pains in the chest, difliculty of respiration and general debility, 
with the lower dilutions. In diseases of the lungs, bronchia, etc., it 
ranks with Aconite, Bryonia, Arnica, and Veratrum viride. In pku- 
rodynia it has been used suco^ssfally in many cases. A student 
came to me complaining of a severe stitch between the sixth and 
seventh ribs of the right side. It had seized him suddenly and was 
agonizingly intense. He stated that such attacks generally laid him 
up several days. He had usually taken Bryonia for it. Cimieifuga, 
first decimal, ten drops every halfhour, effected a cure in twenty-four 
hours. For those dbsrha&te pains in the left side, which females so 
often complain of, this remedy is as nearly a specific as anything can 
he. Dr. Simpson (Obstetric memoirs, vol. l.p. 27)inapaperon the 
diagnosis of uterine diseases, mentions those " sympathetic pains in 
different and distant parts of the body, "which are really re^ex 
pains or neuralgias, caused by uterine irritation. Among these re- 
flex pains are — " pain in one or both mammaiB " — " pain ander the 
left mammEC and upon the edges of the rib on that side"— "pains 
in the right side" — pain in some ofthe vertebr* of theback— piun 
in the sacral and lumbar regions — pains in the abdominal parietes 
' — and pains in the joints extremities, head and face.'' For all these 
reilex pains, when dependent on uterine or ovarian disorder, there 
is no more useful remedy than Cimieifuga, But it is peculiarly use- 
ful in the " pain under the left mammse." It occurs more commonly 
in unmarried females, and is probably as frequent in cases of ute- 
rine affections, as pain in the shoulder is in cases of hepatic affec- 
tions. The pain is sometimes diffused along the side, but more 
usually it is limited tO' a small spot not larger than a half-dollar. 
When it is not severe it is not affected by the act of respiration, but in 
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moreeeverecasesit is increased bydeep inspiration, and maay a poor 
patient has been bleil, blistered, ieeehed, etc., over and overa^ain, 
under the idea that it was an indication of pleuntio inflammation." 
Dr. Simpson used the Cimioifuga in some of these severe and ob- 
stinate cases, Mid thep^n rapidly subsided under its use. Diseases 
of the heart may be cured or greatly palliated by Cimicifuga. The 
functional disorders of that organ, the palpitations, iri'egnlar ac- 
tion, etc., dependent on rheumatio or uterine irritation, are benefited 
by this remedy. In cases simulating angina pectoris I have 
found it useful. In one instance, the psun, or rather intense anxiety 
about the heart, -with pain in the shoulder (left) and extending 
down the left arm, (the shoulder and upper arm fee! as if " bound to 
the side") — all subsided under its action after taking three drops 
three times a day for a week. It has occasionally appeared since, 
but promptly disappears after a single dose of Cimioifuga. In one 
ease of pericarditis following an attack of inflammatory rheumatkm, 
Dr. Marcy observed esceilent effects from the use of the third 
dilution. It is better than Di^talis in heart affections, for wbilo 
it controls abnormsJ action it mvigorates the nervous system and 
the general dition of the patient. It does not interfere with <liges- 
tion as does Digitalis. 

Baek, — Stiffness of the neck; drawing pain in lumbar region; 
pulsating pain in the lumbar re^on; in the morning, on bending 
the neck forward, he experienced a severe drawing, tensive pain, at 
the points of the spinous processes of the three upper dorsal verte- 
bra, which continued for several hours ; trembling and weakness 
iu the back; weak trembling ; pain in the small of the back; same 
tired feelinginthe back, extending from tlie region ofthe kidney to 
the sacrum, relieved by rest and increased by motion; dull, heavy 
aching in the small of the back, extending to t^he sacrum; dull pain 
behind the right scapula; stitches in the back, below the nght 
scapula ; dull pain in the region of the lower dorsal and upper 
lumbar vertebi'se ; pain below the left scapula ; pains as of boila 
on the back and extremities ; cramping in the muscles of the neck 
on moving the head, firat in the left, afterwards in the right side ; 
occasional slight pMu in either scapula and right shoulder ; weight 
and pain in the lumbar and sacral regions, sometimes extending all 
around the body, somewhat below the crest of the ileum ; rheu- 
matic pains in the mascles of the neck and back; afeelingof stiffneaa 
and contraction; feeling of weight in the small of the back; 
drawing pain in a single muscle between the right scapula and spine 
for some hours. 

Clinical Rbmaeks. — The Cimicifuga exercises an undoubted 
influence over the spinal cord, or its membranes, and for this reason 
is capable of curing many affections aiiaing tiierefrom. Iu true 
«pina^*»TJ;«(*ow, which is a functional disease ofthe spinal marrow, 
this medicine is of great value. In this disease the spinal tenderness, 
and all the painful symptoms, is accompanied by no organic change 
in the cord or the vertebrfe. The cause of this disease, says Wood, 
is not well understood. It occurs most frequently iu women, and 
especially during the menstrual period. It would seem, there- 
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fore to have some connection with the uterua. Of the exciting 
causes, changes in the weather are probably among the most fre- 
quent. Mental disturbance seems to be capable of inducing it. The 
most rational view of the nature of the disease, is, that the affection 
is seated essentially in the Uffaments of the vertebra, and is geoe- 
raJly of a rheumatic or gouty character. It is readily conceived 
that irritation may be propagated fi'om this structure to the nervous 
tissne of the cord, or at least to the nerves which proceed from the 
cord, and receive as they pass an envelop of thediseased tissue.'' In 
this affection I use the remedy internally and externally. The Cimi- 
cifugaindrop dosesof the first decimal — or Cimicifagin first decimal 
or one hundredth, and apply a lotion of one part of the tincture to 
ten of water, Dr, Cleveland Considers it specific for that painful 
affection — cric& in the back. This may be only a symptom of 
lumbago, bat is in some cases due to a rupture of some of 
the fibres of those ligaments which conneot the spinous pro- 
cesses. Dr. Simpson and the editor of the Larwet consider 
the Cimioifuga almost specific in lumbago. Our provings give 
us ample basis upon which to select this medicine. It causes 
nearly ^ the symptoms of lumbago, as well as rheumatism of 
the dorsal and other muscles of the back. It is homceopathio to 
that affection which Dr. Inraan so correctly describes in his work 
on "Spinal Irritation" — a weakness (atony) of the muscles 
attached to the spinous processes, etc. With regard to the dose 
to be resorted to in these affections, I would advise the lowest 
attenuations, for the reason that the rheumatic or neuralgic affec- 
.lions are caused by Cimicifuga, secondarily. I have never received 
much benefit in those diseases from any dilution or trituration 
higher than the third. The physician should not hesitate in 
obstinate oases to resort to drop doses of the mother tincture. If 
yie do get up a slight medicinal aggravation, it cannot do as much 
harm as the continuance of the disease we are trying to combat. 

Snperlor Bxtremldes.™ Dnll pain in the right arm, deep in the 
muscles, extending from the shoulder to the wrist, continuing dur- 
ing the next day; itching and redness of the dorsal surface of the 
right handj in the afternoon, and especially in the evening; a single 
pimple on the dorsal surface of the left hand, secreting a little 
pus at the apex, disappearing in three or four days ; itching of the 
dorsal surface of the left hand and wrist, particularly on the dorsal 
surface of the thumb, in the evening ; small rod papula first ap- 
peared, becoming, after slight irritation, a diffused redness, which 
disappeared in a few hours, but could be reproduced at any time 
by slightly irritating the surface. This symptom gradually disap- 
peared in a few days. Dr. Tally says it causes nearalgic pains in 
the extremities. It has caused some pains in the arms, with a 
numbing sensation, as if a nerve had been compressed. These pains 
were first felt in the shoulder, and passed down the arm and then 
the forearm, producing a very peculiar, lame, numb, and sometimes 
cramping sensation, as in heart disease. Similar pains in the logs, 
but more severe and constant in the upper part of the thigh, aboul 
the hip joint and inguinal region. (Sciatica.) 
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lower Bitremitles-— Stinging in the left great toe, for a moment, 
on the lower surface, and afterwards on the upper, in the afternoon; 
dull, aching, burning pain in the second joint of the right great toe, 
extending up the limb, continuing an hour, from eight to nine p. 
M. ; the same pain, less severe, on the third evening. 

Clt2jical Remarks. — It has been nsed with benefit in Sciatica, 
and other rheumatic affections of the extremities. Dr. Marcy 
writes : " We have been in the habit of employing this remedy- 
occasionally in rheumatic affections, during the past eighteen years. 
Wehave prescribed all doses, from the nauseous decoction of the 
old school, to the highest homceopatbic attenuation, and good re- 
sults have followed both forms of the medicine — although experi- 
ence has long since taught us to rely upon the latter form. \t is 
most serviceable in articular rheumatism of the lower extremities — 
■with much swelling and heat in the affected parts, and pain on mov- 
ing the parts. Lite Bryonia, it exercises a special control over 
inflammation of serous membranes; but its range of action, and con- 
sequently its applicability in rheumatic affections, are decidedly 
inferior to this drug," The Cimioifuga may be inferior to Bryonia 
in its action on serous tissues, but it is far superior to that 
drug in its influence on nervous tissues, or rather the neurilemma 
or fibrous portion of nerve structure. Bryonia does not cause 
or cure rheumatico-neuralgic pains, while Cimicifuga ^oes, in an 
eminent degree. Bryonia has no inflaence over reflex-nervous 
pains, cramps, etc., while Cimicifuga controls many such abnormal 
manifestations. 



COILISSONU CAIADENSIS. 

(Ox-Balm. Kmt-Sooi. Eard-Haeh. Stone-Root.') 

This plant is found in the Eastern and Northern States. It is 
herbaceous, with broad, cordate, ovate, smooth, opposite leaves ; 
the flowers in terminal panicles of a yellowish violet color ; flower- 
ing from Jnly to September. The whole plant has a peculiar bal- 
samic smell, which is milder and pleasanter in the flowers than in 
the root, this having a somewhat rant, disagreeable odor. It has 
a warm and pungent taste. The plant grows to the height of two 
feet, with a perennial, knotty root. It contains a volatile oil, — a 
resin, tannin, gallic acid, starch gum, sugar, and a peculiar, bitter, 
neutral principle, CoUineonin. "The medicinal virtues of this 

Elant has been pretty extensively tested in domestic, if not in rega- 
ir practice, and is regarded as tonic, astringent, diaphoretic, and 
diutetic. With some practitioners, it ranks very high as an altera^ 
tive, especially in chronic affections of the genito-urinary organs, as 
cystitis, catarrh of the bladder, gravel, leucorrhcea. By the com- 
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mon people it is highly esteemed as a remedy for headache, colic, 
indigestion ; while many cases of di-opey have been reported to 
have been cured by it. Its influence over the secernent and absorb- 
ent systems is strongly marked. Like all aromatics, it prodncea an 
agreeable feeling of warmth in the stomach, increasing the force 
and frequency of the pulse, and the warmth of the surface ; while 
it diffuses a pleasant glow over the system, without any special 
influence on the cerebral functions. Its effects seem rather mani- 
fested on the organle and sympathetic systems and the capillary 
circnlation."— (Prof. Lee^-Allopathic.) This ia about as definite as 
an old school writer usually writes about any medicinal agent. It 
leaves the student io a state of profound uncertainty as to the 
real nature ot its action. Let tis be sincerely thankful that Hahne- 
mann gave us a system of drug-proving, whereby we may escape 
from the uncertainties of old medicine. I have not been able to 
get an extended proving of this plant, but have noted some charaeter- 
istio symptoms from its use, and have collected a good raan^ clinical 
observations, which may serve us as a guide until we obtam a good 
pathogenesis. " In the mouutMus and hills of Virginia, Kentucky. 
Tennessee and Georgia,'' says Eafinesque, " this genus is consid- 
ered a panacea, and used outwardly and inwardly in many disor- 
ders. It is used as a poultice and wash for bi-uises, sores, blows, 
fells, wounds, sprains, contusions, and taken hke tea for headache, 
colics, cramps, dropsy, indigestion, etc." It is therefore used much 
as the common people in Germany use Arnica, which it somewhat 
resembles in Fome of its general effects on the system. 

Head.— Slight fullness of the head; throbbing in the head. 

Clinical Rkmakks, — I am inclined to think it only useful in 
gastric and hiemorrhoidal headaches. In headaches from indiges- 
tion, I have known relief to follow promptly npon its administra- 
tion. 

Gastric Sjmptoms. — Vomiting {from small doses of the fresh 
root); vomiting, with pain and heat in the stomach; cramp-like 
pain in the stomach, with nausea ; sensation as of flatulence in the 
stomach ; rumbling in the stomach and bowels ; agreeable feel- 
ing of warmth in the stomach, with general glow of the system ; 
increases the appetite ; excesdve appetite. 

CiiNicAi. Rkmaeks. — ^In indigestion, from want of tone of the 
stomach, and associated with constipation and hjemorrhoids, it 
rivals Nux vomica. Both eclectic and allopathic physicians con- 
sider it a valuable remedy for the expulsion of flatulence and the 
relief of spasms of the stomach and intestines. Goe says {Cone. 
Org. Med,) " no better remedy can po^ibly be had for the relief of 
cramp in the stomach, flatulent and bilious colics, and all spasmodic 
affections of the stomach and back. Drs. Fowler and Carroll have 
found it promptly curative in many cases of indigestion, loss of 
appetite, etc. 

Intestines, Stool, etc.— Constipation, with a good deal of flatu- 
lence; sluggish stool, with distention of the abdomen; heat and 
itching of tne anus; hiemorrhoidal tumors; the hsemorrhoida 
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ro-appear while taking the medicine for pulmonary hfemorrhage ; 
loose, papescent stool ; diarrhcea, with nausea. 

Cliotcal Remabkb. — It has a really wide reputation in affections 
of the bowels and rectum. Coe e^, " in diseases of the bowels 
and rectum it stands unrivalled. We have expeiieneed its sanative 
influence in diarrhcea in our own person." It is useful in diarrhtea, 
dysentery, and choiera-in fan turn. The specific homceopathic indi- 
cations for its nee in int^tinal disordei^ are about as follows : In 
diarrhixa, when the discharges are mucus, or papescent, or watery, 
with cramp-like and spasmodic pains in the bowels, also^ vomiting 
or nausea. In the diarrhoja of diildren, so apt to be accompanied 
with colic, cramps, flatulence, et.c, it has proved an excellent reme- 
dy (in the 3rd dilation). In the so-called htemorrhoidal dysentery, 
it has proved curative in the hands of many of my correspond- 
ents. The discharges are of bloody mucus, and are accom- 
panied with tenesmus, spasmodic tormina, expulsion of scybaJa, 
coated with bloody mucus, heat and burning in the rectum. 
In Constipation, it has been used very successfully by 
some of our best practitioners. Dr. Carroll writes {N. A. 
Jour,, vol. 5, p. 546,} : " In cases of habitual constipation 
it is invaluable, producing not a mere transient rehef, but cor- 
recting, appai'ently in a permanent manner, the morbid condi- 
tion of the digestive system. I say apparently, for, although I 
have tested its virtues with success in a good many instances, I 
have only known of it for a year, and consequently cannot say how 
enduring its remedial action may prove. I may only say, that m 
my own case, having been for fifteen years suffering fiora the 
reactive effects of a series of cathartics administered with syste- 
matic cruelty during my infancy, I succeeded a little more than i 
year s^o in overcoming, by a month's use of the Collinsonii, the 
existing condition of affairs, and since that time I have not been 
obliged to recur to it for iud." Indeed, it has so far proved lavaii 
ably remedial in all tronbles depending on constipation. J)r. 
Miwier, in Casea I, II, and HI, recorded below, gives its excellent 
results in obstmate and habitual constipation, associated with 
haemorrhoids. I have used it in several similar cases, and so far with 
the best results. "The moat remarkable influencesoftheCoIlinsonia," 
says Coe, " are observable in hiemorrhoids and other diseases of the 
rectum. The most inveterate and chronic cases are relieved, and 
frequently cured, by this remedy alone. We have known it to act 
promptly in suppressing hasmorrhage from the bowels {?), and in 
relieving those distresang pains characteristic of hsemorrhoidal 
affections." We have also from homoeopathic sources some valu- 
able testimony relating to the curative pawer of Collinsoaia in 
hsemorrhoids. Dr. E. P. Fowler (Noi-ih Amer. Journal of Homceo- 
pathy, vol. B, p. 80,) writes ; " Some two yeai-s since I remarked to 
a friend and patient that I was honored with a number of cases of 
obstinate h<mnon-hoids, and that I really wished that I possessed 
some means of curing them, without danger of entailing some 
more serious disoi'der. My friend 'replied that he could tell me of 
a remedy, and remarked that two or three years ago he was an 
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absolute martyr, in fact cnppled with hEemorrhoids." The remedy 
was CoUinsonia, and this patient was cured by the following prepaid 
tion : A small handful of the chopped root was put into a quart of 
water, and it was boiled down to a pint. This he took three times 
a day,-^a small wine-glass full. He was cared in two weeks. 
This gentleman added that he " had made some most "remarkable 
cures among his frieuda." Dr. Fowler adds : " Upon his descrip- 
tion of the root, I remembered having in early boyhood gathered 
from the woods some of the same kind of root for an old gentle- 
man, who was by its use fully freed from hjemorrhoids of over 
twenty-five years standing." Dr. F. reports the following cases : 
Case 1. " Mr. J.E.J. , whose sufferings fromhfemorrhoids rendered 
his life alm.o8t a burthen, and completely disabled him from, busi- 
ness. I gave him two or three handsful, and directed him to nse it 
in the manner described to me by my friend. He commenced its 
Mse,'but found that it acted as an emetic. I then told him to take 
a dessert spoonful twice a day. This he did without disturbance 
to the stomach, and in somewhat less than three weeks reported 
himself to us, to use his own words, ' the humble and grateful sub- 
ject of a real miracle — cured,' About two months after he had a 
slight return of the old trouble, hut after taking the CoUinsonia 
four days, was again well. My attention was atti'aoted to another 
feature in this case. For years the patient had been a victim of 
most resolute constipatioa, and never had relief without the aid of 
enemas ; and as these could not be administered without in-itation 
and p^n, the consequence was, that about four or five days were 
allowed to intervene between each time. The patient said that he 
was not more surprised at the rapid cure of such an old chronic 
compl^nt as the haemorrhoids, than by the fact that the remedy 
had established a free and natural daily action of the bowels, which 
continued aiter the use of the medicine was suspended. Before 
the second attack he became again constipated, and was again 
relieved as before. He aJso attributed a cessation of dyspeptic 
troubles and an increase of appetite, which was never more than 
indifferent, to the nse of the drug. But, whether this may have 
been owing to the direct action of the drug upon the stomach, or 
whether it may have been a secondary effect from relieving the 
intestines, is, of course, difficult to decide." 

Case 2. " Was a gentleman aftticted with ' flowing piles,' 
who had submitted to almost every kind of treatment, both local 
and that addressed through the system, and invariably leaving the 
successive doctors' hands in a more miserable condition than be 
entered them. He had, in fact, corns to consider medicine aa a 
downright humbug, and came to me in a state of incredulity, only 
by having heard ot some of the cures that I had made with CoUin- 
sonia. This patient was troubled with alternate constipation and 
diarrhcea, and the hemorrhage was incessant, thougli not pro- 
fuse. He was light complexioned, thin, nervous, and dyspeptic, 
I put him on one tableapoonful of the decoction three 
times a day. For the first week the action seemed to be 
almost wholly confined to the kidneys, and just as I was upon the 



atdb, Google 



COLLINSONIA CANADENSIS. 129 

point of conaidering the case non-amenatle to the remedy, the renal 
action ceased, and the hiemorrhoida began to be relieved. Gradu- 
ally the bowels gained a regular, normal, peristaltic action, the 
appetite and power of digestion became improved, and at the end 
of eight weeks, the patient pronounced bimself in every respect 
well — in mind, as we!l as body. 

Case ^r4. " Was an engineer of extreme bilious, nervous 
temperament. He came to me for Yaricooele, which was consider- 
able, and at times irritable. He had extreme constipation, and 
from various indications I deemed his complaint consequent upon 
constipation, and having observed the effect of Colliosonia in this 
respect, I gave it to him in the same manner as I had done to the 
preceding cases. I do not remember the exact length of time that 
he was under my charge ; it was less, however, than four weeks, 
the action of the bowels became regular and natural, and the vari- 
cocele disappeared. This was about a year ago and he has remained 
well since.' 

Caaeith. *'This case was a lady who enfferred from a bad 
form oi hemorrhoids, also from terrible dysmenorrhcea. Gave her 
the CoUinsonia, as I had given it to the others, and at the end of 
six or seven weeks the hcemorrhoids were gone, and she had been 
exempt from dysmenoiThcea. She has since bad one or two alight 
returns of hsemorrhoidg, but which have rapidly yielded to a two 
day's use of this remedy. In this case there was almost constant 
diarrhteaand loss of appetite; the diarrhcoa ceased, and the appetite 
became, as the lady thought, ' quite indelicate'." Dr. Fowler found 
it " an excellent remedy for the tenesemua of dysentery,'' " So far 
as my experience goes, this root seems to be a prime remedy for 
htetnorrhoids, dysmenorrhtxa, constipation, and dyspasia, in fact 
it aeems to be soothing to all inflammation of the lower viscera." 

Trlnary Organs. — " For the first week its action seemed to be 
almost wholly confined to the kidneys. — "(Fowler). Probably in 
increasing the amonnt of urine, as it is a Mureiic. 

Olijsioal Remabes. — Sing says, " it is used in gravel, catarrh 
of the bladder, and urinary disorders," Jones & judder record 
that it is esteemed diuretic, and has been used in dropsies, and 
chronic diseaaes of the m'inary passages ; it is reputed lithoni/riptic, 
but we doubt its capability of dissolving urinary concretions, 
although it may be serviceable in allaying the iifitation caused by 
them.". Prof. Lee says it is a "valuable alterative in chronic dis- 
eases of the genito-urinary organs." Some patients of mine have 
related to me some extraordinary cores by means of this remedy, 
of "gravel,'' of which they were once victims. What the real dis- 
order was I conld not determine, although from the description of 
the patients it must have been some chronic affection of the kidneys 
or bladder, in which calculi was present. We may safely deduce, 
from our actual knowledge of its virtues, that it will be found more 
useful in chronic than acute affections of the urinary organs. It ^vill 
probably prove useful in chronic cystitis, urethritis and nephritis; 
also in affections of the bladder arising from diseases of the rectum,, 
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(ienilal Organs of Women. — Di". Carroll thinks that it ia capable 
of prodnciog abortion in the early months of uterine gestation. 

Clinical Remarks. — It is said to be ourative in some forms of 
leucorrhma. It has cured, inthehandsof homceopathio pfaotitioners, 
leucorrhcea, prolapsus, dysmenorrhosa, etc., as the following cases 
will show. It will strike the cntical reader, however, that nearly 
all the abnormal conditions of the uterine organs were reaily de- 
pendent upon disease of the rectum or bowels, as constipation or 
piles, and that when the Collinsonia removed the latter diseases, 
the uterine disorder disappeared. It is too often overlooked by the 
careless and unobservant physician, that a prolapsus or retroversion 
may be caused by constipation ; a praritus or lencorrhcea, by 
hfemorrhoids, and even a congested cervix by an acnte or chronic 
dysentery. It seems very proliable that it will be found curative in 
vieariotts menslruatioy?, when the substitutive bleeding is from 
the hsemoiThoidal veins. In A.menorrhoea from congestion of the 
uterus aud pelvic viscera, it may be found beneScial. In menorrha- 
gia from the same cause, it will pcove equally useful. Abortion 
may be prevented by it use, when that accident ia impending, 23 a 
result ot constipation, piles, etc. I am not prepared to believe, 
however, that its action on the uterus is direct. Ih/amenovThtea: — 
We cannot find any recommendation for the use of this drug in 
painfal menstruation in the literature of tbe allopathic schools, but 
it appears to have been used successfully by homceopathists in that 
affection. Dr. A. L. CarroU, of New York, (N. A. Jour, of Hom. 
Vol. 5, page 646,) says : " In dysmenorrhtea its action is most 
powerful — so powerful that I am led to believe it capable, during 
the eai'ly periods of utero-gestation, of producing abortion. In no 
instance that has fallen under my notice, has it failed to relieve 
promptly this menstrual derangement, which is so common among 
all classes of women in our climate, and I am convinced that when 
more extensively known it will be found a specific in this form, of 
disease." Dr. Fowler, "case four'' — under the head of Htemor- 
rhoids reports a oure of dysmenorrhcea, complicated with piles, loss 
of appetite, and constant diarrhoea. Dr. Snelling adds his testimony 
to Dr. Carroll's, in regard to its etfioancy in dysmenorrhcea. " There 
is no doubt," he remarks, " that it exercises a strong specific 
influence over the female organs of generation, as we have also seen 
distressing symptoms of pruritus, and prolapsxis of the womb yield 
under its use. " A lady aged about 85, unmarried, had sufierred 
for a long time past vrith all the distressing symptoms of a uterine 
prolapsus, complicated ■with pruritus, dysmenorrhcea, and most 
obstinate constipation. She had been for some time under the care 
of a distinguished practitioner for the prolapsus uteri, who, after 
relieving the more urgent symptoms, and restoring somewhat the 
tone of her system, told her that her only safety lay in avoiding 
constipation ; and to this end prescribed a cathartic pill, which was 
to be taken as occasion required. Under this course she was 
gradually btit steadUy retrogading. Each recurring menstrual 
period brought its days of acute suffering, and confinement to the 
bed. Every movement of the bowels was accomplished only by the 
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aid of a strong cathartic, and this had come to be an act of suffering 
and dread from the painful prolapsas of the womb at tliese times. 
The bowels refusing to act, it became necessary frequently to repeat 
again- and again the opening pills, before their torpor could be over- 
come, jmd then a quick succession of copions and debiUtating liquid 
stools would leave her prostrate for days. She thus alternated be- 
tween a state of absolute inaction of the bowels, with its train of 
attendant evils, and the exhaustion consequent upon bypercatharsis. 
April 3d. — She wa8 put npon three grain t^oses of OoIHnsonia oan, 
one quarter trit, three per diem, with directions to abstain from the 
use of the habitual cathartic as long as was possible for her to do 
so ; no other change whatever was made. Twenty-four hours had 
elapsed since the bowels had moved. Slight pains at times in the 
baek and utei'ine regions, with distressing prm-itus. Appetite small, 
pulse normal. April 5th. — Natural movements of the bowels 
without other assistance. No other effects. April Tth and 8th. — 
Healthy movements from the bowels. April 10th, — Much impi-oved 
in every respect ; constipation entirely removed ; symptoms 
altogether so marked better that the medicine was discontinued 
for one week. During this week the monthly turn passed over, 
with much less than the usual amount of suffering, though some 
imprudence in diet was followed by colicky pains in the abdomen ; 
these, however, passed over. At the end of the week the constipa- 
tion having somewhat returned the remedy was resumed, followed 
in twenty-four hours by a natural movement from the bowels. The 
medicine was continued for one week and then given up. The 
relief was complete and. permanent, No subsequent symptoms 
made their appearance, and a few days since she expressed herself 
as perfectly and entirely well, " without an ache or a piun," Dur- 
ing the coarse of the administration of the remedy, the pruritus, 
dyanienorrhcea, and symptoms of prolapsus uteri, were quietly and 
completely removed." It may be that CoUinsonia does not act 
Specifically and directly upon the uterus, hut cures congestions, 
pains, prolapsus, etc., by removing diseased conditions from other 
pelvic viscera. 

Genltiil OrganB of Men. — ^It has proved useful in gleet. It ia indi- 
cated in spermatorrhiEa from hEemorrhoids and constipation. Dr. 
Fowler (case 3rd) cured a case of varicocele from tlie above men- 
tioned causes. 

Respiratory Organs.— We find no mention in Ailopatbic or 
eclectic tharapeutics, of the use of CoUinsonia in affections of the 
pulmonary organs. It has, however, been used in the new school 
with success. The following case illusti-ating the use of CoUinsonia 
in pulmonary hemorrhage was reported by Dr. Liebold, of Newark, 
N. J., in the Jfforth jimeHoan Journal, vol. 7, page 494. " On the 
evening oi the 11th of August last I was called m haste to the 
bedsideof Mr. U., an American .about forty years of age, who had 
just the third attack of pulmonary hemorrhage under Allopathic 
medication, in the space of four days. He had lost about a pint of 
moderately fresh looking blood each time, but this time move than 
previously. The history of the case was, that he had "infiararaa- 
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tioQ of the lungs " two years ago treated allopathically. TTp to this 
day he was comparatiTely well, and could assign no cause for his 
present siokuess. On the first day he got sick he passed blood per 
anum too, but not subaequently. With a short hacking cough, he 
TMsed almost without intermission, and spat vci-y tough and dark 
coagula of blood, as large as a bean, enveloped in viscid phlegm. 
Of course he felt somewhat uneasy in his chest, but had no pain. I 

Eut him on Samamelis Yirginica for the next three days but the 
emorrhage returned twice, on the 12th and Hth, although dimin- 
ished; the spitting of blood remained about the same. Then I gave 
jFhrrum-^ieeticum / for twenty-four hours, some hemorrhage. 
X}/copus vi/yginicus for twenty-four hours. 

August 16th. No better. Complains of great inconvenience 
from constipation. Gave GaUinaonia Canadensis one-fourth, one 
powder every three hours (having in view only its gentle laxative 
power). The next morning I was greeted, " Well, Doctor, that 
is the right remedy, that will cure me," and so it did almost. I eay 
almost, for notwithstanding he took it up to the 25th, " by and by 
at longer intervals,'' there appeared for the last four days, two or 
three times blood in his sputa. The cure was completed by Conium 
first, in two days. Saw him well to-day. The CoUinsonia can. 
acted in this case not in the least on the bowels, more on the 
kidneys, but developed an admirable carminative power. So also 
said a lady who took it for dysmenorrhcea, and who called them 
only by the name of "wind-powders." Mr. G. never had 
hemorrhoids." 



COEIUS ClfiCINATA. 

(JlouriS-Uiwed dog-wood. Green Osier.) 

This is a shnib fi-om six to ten feet high, with warty branches, 
large, roundish, pointed leaves, waved on their edges and down^ 
beneath, and white flowers disposed in depressed cymes. The fruit 
is bliie. The bark, when fresh, is of a bright green color; when 
dried, is in quills, of a whitish or ash color ; its taste is bitter, 
astringent and aromatic. The plant grows on hill-sides and banks 
of rivers. It flowers in June and July. 

Wood, Lee, and nearly all the allopathic authorities make but 
slight mention of this variety of Cornus. With characteristic want 
of accurate knowledge, they assert that all the varieties of this 
plant possess the same medical virtues. The general effects of all 
may have a general resemblance, but each has a peculiar action oi 
ita own upon the human system. 

Ileneralities. — Dark and bilious stools with griping and tenes- 
mus ; dysenteric symptoms ; bowel complaints generally, with pains 
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in the liowels before, during, and after the clischargea ; general 
debility, and impaii-ed mental energy, ivith great drowsiness ; 
bilious derangements ; dull, heavy seneation in the head ; shooting, 
aching, or throbbing pains in the bead; dispcmition to perspire on 
slight exertion ; nausea, lose of appetite, bitter taste, lassitude ; 
symptoms resembling janndice ; eholera'infentum; diarrhtea, with 
excessive debility and nerroiK excitability ; chilliness, followed by 
flushes of heat and sweat ; sleep unrefreshing, and disturbed by 
unpleasant dreams ; diarchcea, with great prostration of the 
■whole body. 

Clinical Remahk.— Dr. Marcy found it curative in all the con- 
ditions mentioned above. 

Skin. — Itching of the scalp, legs, and feet, increased by scratch- 
ing or rubbing, and succeeded by a painful burning sensation; 
aggravation of an habitual scurfy eruption of tho scalp ; amelior- 
ation of a long standing herpetic eruption while under the influ- 
ence of the drug ; occasional paroxysma of itching of the skin of 
the back, legs, and feet, mostly at night; line scarlet rash on the 
breast, attended with itching; itching in various parts of the 
body ; burning sensation over the whole face ; skin covered with 
a copious clammy perspiration ; itching around the genital organs ; 
itching and burning sensation over the whole body ; pricking sen- 
satjoa in the arms and legs. 

Clinical Remarks. — These symptoms would seem to boar out 
the popular belief that it is a good " blood purifier." Dr. Beach, 
a veteran of tho Botanic school, says; — "it is valuable in salt- 
rheum, seroftda, cancerous humors, itch, and oil cutaneous diseases." 
A sweeping assertion truly 1 It might be classed among our anti- 
psoricB. 

B'eTer.™F]ushes of heat, followed by easy general perspiration; 
chilly sensations, succeeded by transient flushes of heat ; congestion 
of blood to the head and face ; throbbing pains in the temples and 
vertex; flushes of heat and coldness in alternation; followed by 
cold perspiration; soreness of the scalp; aching pains in the eye- 
balls ; rumbling of wind in the bowels ; stitches in the chest and 
under the scapula ; sense of debility and fatigue ; heaviness of the 
head ; drowsiness ; nausea ; dull pain in the forehead and vertex ; 
copious general clammy perspiration, succeeded by general chil- 
hneas ; transient flashes of heat pervading the whole body, with 
shooting pains through the brsun; heaviness of the eyelids; peevish- 
ness ; aversion to meat and bread ; and itching of the legs, thighs, 
and around the genital organs; head and face hot; coldness, fol- 
lowed by flashes of heat and perspiration ; general itching of the 
skin ; loss of appetite ; drowdness ; and griping pains in the bowels. 

CiiNioAT. Remarks.-:— In certain forms of bilious remittent fever, 
if the gastric and intestinal symptoms con'espond, this medicine 
will be found useful. J'rofessor Ives says this variety of Dog- 
wood, resembles the pale Pei-uvian Bark. (C.Lancifofla.) It is 
used in domestic practice as an anti-periodic. (See 0. Jlorida.) 

Sleep. — Profound sleep during the night ; drowsiness and lassi- 
tude ; very great drowsiness, and disposition to perapii'o ; sleep 
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diaturted ty frightful dreams ; very sound, but unrefreshing sleep ; 
very great disposition to sleep, with entire loss of mental and 
pbysical energy ; sleep disturbed by fulness and pressure in the 
head; sleepy, and weak dui'ing the day, with dull pains in the 
head, back, and limbs ; stupid and sleepy feeling with nausea, and 
burning of the face, hands and feet. 

Clinical Eehauks.— Those physicians who have had to deal 
much with bilious disorders, will recognize the above symptoms as 
bearing a striking similarity to those Ivhich precedes a bilious fever, 
hepatic congestion, jaundice, or even an ague. Should the totality 
of the symptoms correspond, it is quite likely that the use of the 
Cornus c. will prevent the ^tabllshment of either of those affec- 
tions. 

Mind and gensorinm. — Ci-owsiness ; confusion of ideas ; indif- 
ference with respect to subjects which usually interest ; drowsi- 
ness, with entire disinclination to mental or corporeal exertion ; 
depression of spirits ; difiicalty in fixing the mind, and in attend- 
ing to ordinary business ; mind confused, stupid, with inability to 
coDcentrate it upon any subject — worse toward night; lightness 
of the head; great depression of spirits, and petulence; very 
great disposition to sleep, with apathy and indifference; feeling 
of indolence, and loss of energy ; lassitude, confusion of ideas, 
vertigo; giddiness, and lightness of head, worse on shaking it or 
on stooping ; dread of making any exertion. 

Clinical Remarks.— The suggestions offered under the pre- 
ceding paragraph, are also applicable here; the stupor, indifference, 
etc, all resemble the premonitory symptoms of disordered condi- 
tions of the liver. In hypochondriaaa it will be fonnd curative, 
■when arising from hepatic torpor. 

Head. — Dull, heavy pain in the whole head, with drowsiness, the 
headache increased by walking, stooping or shaking the head; 
sense of fulness in the head relieved by a copious stool; dull pain 
in the forehead; aching p^ns through the temples, and on the 
top of the head ; confused feeling in the head, and sense of fulness 
in the brain, with unasual heat in the head and face ; congestion 
of blood to the head and face ; throbbing pains in the vertex, and 
soreness of the scalp; heavy, aching pains in the head, with 
almost irresistible desire to sleep ; drawing sensation (pain) from 
the back of the head to the nose ; dull throbbing p^ns in the 
temples and side of the head ; deep seated, pulsating pains in the 
oecipital and parietal regions ; deep seated, dull pains under the 
centre of the skull ; dull pain in the back of the head ; pnl- 
aationa extending from the front to the back part of the head ; 
Severe pulsative pains in the temporal regions, which passed off 
during the evening and night ; heavy, contused feeling in the top 
of the head]; slight, tensive aching pains through the whole brain; 
slight pain over the right supra-orbital ridge; dull pain in the 
forehead and vertex ; flushes of heat in the head and face ; heat 
in the top of the head; head feels light and giddy, worse on 
shaking the head, or on stooping ; shooting pains through the 
whole brain ; drawing pains in the back part of the bead, and in 
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the nape of the neck; sense of falnesa and pressure in the head, 
preventing sound sleep. 

Clinical Bbmaeks, — ^Dr. Marcy found it curative in cases 
when there was — "Bull heavy sensations in the head; shoot- 
ing, aching or throbbing pains in the head." It would seem 
to be indicated ia various forms of bilious headache. One partic- 
ular form of bilious cephalalgia is well represented in the symptom 
— "Sense of fulness in the head, relieved by a copious stool," 
Allopathio physicians, noticed long ago that some forms of head- 
ache were relieved by free evacuations from the bowels, occurring 
spontaneously. This led to the use and abuse of cathartics in head 
affections generally. I have treated many cases of habitaal head- 
ache, which were relieved naturally, by diarrJMEa, in which the 
pains in the head and the subsequent diarrhea symptoms corres- 
ponded well with the above; In such oases it should be tested. 

Eyes. — Aching pains through the eyeballs ; heaviness of the 
eyelids; eyes sunken; yellowish tinge of the conjuetiva; hoUow- 
ness of the eyes; dark circle under the eyes; sense of weight 
around the eyes ; very dull sensations over the eyeballs ; sense of 
contraction around the eyes; eyes dull and heavy, as aiter a 
debauch ; sore pain in the eyeballs, 

CunioalRbmaeks.— The "aching pains through the eyelids," 
are with some patients always premonitory of an attack of ague, or 
a bilious fever. We find it prevents a jaundice andMions headache. 
The " yellow tinge of the conjunctiva " is often one of the first 
symptoms of jaundice. Dr. Marey found it useful in " symptoms 
resembling jaundice." (See remarks under "stooV^) Dr. Beach 
says it is useful for " inflamed eyes." This is about as correct an 
indication as Botanies usually have. TheorettcaUy, I would 
strongly recommend it in ulcerations of the cornea ; ulcers of the 
conjunctiva, from scrofula, or apthous ophthalmia; also for hei'pes 
of the eyelids. It should be used internaDy, and a wash or ool- 
lyrium. (See remarks under the head of " mouth.") 

Hoae.-^Itching of the nasal mucous membi-ane ; coryza earl;^ in 
the morning; prickling sensation in the nasal canal; severe piick- 
iing sensation in the bony part of the noae. 

Moutb and liiroat. — Tqpgiie covered with a thin, yellowish fur ; 
insipid taste and clammy month ; tongue covered with a whitish 
fur, with dry mouth and throat; pungent taste in the mouth; 
bitter taste in the mouth; smarting in the mouth and throat; bad 
taste in the mouth, with loss of appetite ; white for on the tongue, 
with desire for cold drinks. 

' Clinical Remaeks. — ^The above symptoms are those found in 
bilious affections generally. But it is a little remarkable that no 
symptoms of ulceration, inflammation, or apthae ofmacous mem- 
brane of the mouth were elicited in this proving. Perhaps 
Stronger doses would have caused more decided lesions. During the 
early part of my practice I was surprised, and sometimes mortified, 
at the facility with which my patients woald cure " sore months,'' 
with the decoction of the bark of the green osier, afier I had vainly 
used mercury, nitric acid, sulphuric acid and other remedies laid 
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down ill ouv books, Inapthoua stomatitis of children, and even in 
stomatitis materna., I have known it to eifect a prompt cure after 
all other means had been used in vain. Even in mercurial salivation 
it will arrest the diseased process, but not so surely and per- 
manently as chlorate of potash. In ulceration of the buccal mucous 
membrane from a cold, or gastrie derangement, and in that affec- 
tion sometimes called "bilious sore throat and motith,'' it has, un- 
der my observation, proved specific. Persons of a scrofulous habit 
are often troubled with frequently recurring ulceration of the 
tongue, gams, and mouth generally. Such patients I have known 
■who always resorted to this remedy -with a certainty of absolute 
relief. Ooe patient in particular always carried some of the inner 
bark in his pocket, and chewed it as a substitute for tobacco, alleg- 
ing that if he suspended its usetlie " sore mouth" very soon return- 
ed. Another patient had this "aore mouth" occasionally, alternated 
with ulcers on the eoryunativa and cornea. At my suggestion he used 
the conius as a collyrium with the happiest result. It may prove 
one of our most valuable remedies in aU ulcerations of mucous sur- 
faces. The infusion is generally made by poniing hot water upon 
thebark, inthe proportion ofoweoi«*eeo/6aj-& to one quart of water. 
For homteopathio use, this method might answer in case the tinc- 
ture was not readily obtained. A few drops of the mother tincture 
in half a teaopp of water, would be about the proper proportion, I 
have rarely used the tincture, as the infusion is so eaaly made and 
readily administered. In order to test its virtues, in minute doses, 
I once gave a child, suffering under apthous ulceration of the mouth, 
the cornua c. prepared as follows : One drachm of the inner baric 
waa placed in a vessel containing one qnartofhot water. This was 
left standing one hour, then filtered. Nitric-acid, Chlorate of Pot- 
ash, Borax, had been previously used internally and locally. In 
twenty-tour hours after using the medicine the mucous membrane 
began to assume a healthier appearance, and in about a week, was 
quite well. The child was in ill health, and had had dian-hcea for 
weeks, and had become quite emaciated. Under the use of the rem- 
edy the diaiThtea ceased, and the general health decidedly improved. 
The dose was one teaspoonful of the above preparation every four 
hours, (No attempt was made to wash the mouth), 

Eclectio writers call it an " Anti-scorbutic," and so far as my 
observation goes, it seems worthy the appellation. In this respect it 
is the analogue of the mineral acids, Baptisia, Kali Chlor., Mercur- 
ius and Hydrastis. 

Appetite iind Slomacli. — Nausea, with bitter taste, and aversion 
to all kinds of food ; empty feeling in the stomach, with tasteless 
eructations; aversion to food, and desire for sour drinks; burn- 
ing sensation in the stomach, which lasted an hour and a half; 
flatulent distension of the stomach; nansea; bitter tasto, and a 
gnawing, faint feeling in the stomach ; heavy pulsations in the 
stomach, with nausea and impaired appetite ; p^n at the pit of the 
stomach during dinner, with distension of the stomach and bowels, 
relieved by a copious stool after dinner; nausea, with great 
debility and eructations ; fuinoss and oppression in the stomach, with 
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liad taste and dry moatli; nausea, with bitter eructations and losa 
of appetite ; smarting and burning in the mouth, tliroat and 
stomach, with desire for stool; weakneaa of the stomach, with 
bitter taste and nausea ; sensation of faintneas in the stomach and 
bowels ; drawing paina from the stomach to the lower part of tho 
abdomen. 

CiJNiCAL Remaeks, — Many of the symptoms of this drug, es- 
pecially the gastric, closely resemble those of M"ux vomica. It 
stands somewhere between jfux and China in this respect. It has 
been osed successfully in vomiting of pregnancy and dyspepsia. _ 

Abdomen. — Slight griping ^mus in the abdomen, accompanied 
with rambling of wind; the pains penetrated the whole abdomen, 
but wore most severe in the vicinity of the umbilicus ; pressing 
down pain in the rectum during stool; alight burning pain in tho 
rectum during an evacuation; pressing pain in the rectum, and 
smarting at the anus in the morning, during and ailer a thin and 
scanty stool ; tenesmus at stool, with gi-ipmg in the umbilical re- 
gion rambling of wind and large discharge of offensive flatus ; 
urging to stool, with fulness and uneasiness of the bowels ; vague 
pains and general sense of uneasiness ia the bowels; slight tenes- 
mus, and considerable burning at the anus, after abilious discharge; 
abdominal pdns moi-e acute during stool j urging to stool, (sensa- 
tion in the rectum) in the morning, at five o'clock; on taking 
more of the drug, this bearing-down sensation extended to the bow- 
els, increasing the disposition to evacuate. Stool accompanied with 
some tenesmus and burning at the anus; distension of the stomach 
and bowels with wind; constant working in the bowels, as if their 
contents were all in motion ; shooting pains from the centre of the 
thorax to the lower part of the abdomen, the pains coming on 
severely at intervals, and then remitting; distension of the bowels 
with wind, relieved by a copious, dark and bilious stool ; immediately 
after dinner ; sense of weight in the lower part of the abdomen ; 
burning sensation in^he stomach and bowels, with same desire for 
stool; urging to stool very early in the morning, but unable to 
accomplish anything satisfactory, the discharge consisting of a few 
slimy lum^s, with pressing and smarting at the anus; sensation of 
emptiness in the stomach and bowels ; drawing sensation from the 
stomach to the lower part of the abdomen. 

Clesical Remaeks. — No drug, except, perhaps, mercury, pre- 
sents a more formidable array of "bowel symptoms." Dr. Marcj 
says "its chief action appears to be upon the liver and intestinai 
canal. A marked influence is likewise exerted upon the briun, but 
whether the action ofthe-di-ngis direct upon this organ, or whethei 
the head symptoms proceed from the bilious derangement induced 
by it, is a question. We have found it curative in all the intestina 
symptoms found under the head of " Generalities." " It was firsi 
introduced into practice as a remedy for bowel complaints, bj 
Prof. Ivea, of New Haven, some thirty years ago. Its empirical usi 
in the hands of this gentleman, proved it to be a valuable remedy u 
bilious diarrhcea, dysentery, cholera, infantum, and against thi 
' oeas peculiar to abdominal typhus." If it so promptly cure 
18 
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ulcerations of the mouth an3 fauces, why should it not prove Just 
as mneh a specific for the intestinal ulcei'ations, which ave peculiar 
to this form of typhoid fever? Therosalt most to be feared in all 
inflammatory affections of mucous surface — as in inflammatory 
diarrhoea, dysentery, abdominal typhns, etc., is ulceration. Had the 
experiment been cnrried far enough by the provers, we have no 
doubt this pathological condition would have, occurred. The dys- 
entrio symptoms did not proceed so far aa to cause bloody discharges, 
yet any physician who reads the above will perceive that it was 
only a question of time ; blood evacuations would have soon been 
obtained if the drug had been continued in large doses, aad if the 
prover had atitl persisted, ulceration would have certainly resulted. 
We cannot come at any other conclusion than that the Uornus cir. 
will prove as valuable in a certain class of diseases as Mereurius, 
Leptandria, Podophyllam, or Nitric acid. In one case of dysentery, 
in a child, when there was n n mis takable ulceration of the mucous 
membrane of the rectum, the mother, by my permission, used enema 
of a weak infusion of the green-osier. After using it a few times 
the pus disappeared from the stools, and the child suifered less. It 
had not improved, under the use of Merc, cor., fith, and subse- 
quently Nitric acid, 3d. Would it not be well to try this form of 
application, as well as internally, at the same lime ? 

Stool.— ^hghtly loose stool in the morning, accompanied with 
slight pressing-down pain in the rectum; Stool, thin and scanty, 
with burning at the rectum, and at the anus, during the discharge ; 
thhi, scanty and alimy stool, attended with griping in the umbilical 
region ; tenesmus, rumbling of wind, and large discharge of oifensive 
flatus; copious, thin and bilious discharge, succeeded bysome tenes- 
mus and burning at the anus which lasted half an hour; dai'k green, 
thin, and very offensive stools, accompanied by copious emission of 
offensive flatus; bilious and slimy s tool, with mucli wind, some ten- 
esmus, and severe, burning pain at the anus, and a short distance 
within the rectum, whichcontinued after the motion; dark, thin and 
moderately copious stool, with some tenesmus, and a burning at the 
anus ; frequent, small, dark and slimy stools with much offensive 
flatus; copious, dark stool of the natural consistence, attended with 
pressing-down sensation in the rectum; large emission of very offen- 
sive flatus ; hard, diy and scanty stool, with pressing in the rectum ; 
stool, consisting of a few thin and slimy lamps, with pressing and 
smarting at the anus. (See remarks under " Abdomen.") 

rrine.— Urine, scanty and red or pale ; sensation of fulness and 
weight in, the region of the bladder; urine, scanty and high-colored, 
and frequent inclination to pass water. 

Genital Organs. — Strange and persistent erections through the 
night ; increased sexual desire during the evening and night, with 
diminished power. 

larnyx and Cheat. — Stitches in the chest and hack ; stitches in 
the cheat and under the right scapula ; a fine scarlet rash upon the 
chest, attended with itching ; sensation of dragging or bearing 
down on each side of the thorax, with accelerated pulsations of the 
heart ; a sore, bruised feeling in the chest and back ; shooting 
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pains from the centre of the thorax to the lower part of the atido- 
mon, eerere at times and then remitting ; choking sensation in the 
npper part of the thorax; smarting in the mouth and throat; 
frequent inclination to take along breath, 

Bacic — ^Duilpainin the small of thebaok, with drowsiness and 
lassitude ; stitchea in the baek and cTiest ; pain in the lower part 
of the back ; sore pain in the lumbar region, worae oo bending 
forward or to either side ; occasional paroxysms of itching in the 
back, especially in the evening. 

ITpper Estremltles. — Burning and itching sensation ill the hands 
and arms ; coldness of the bands following a loose stool ; prickling 
sensation in the arms ; stretching sensation in the arms, mostly in 
the evening and at night; sense of weakness and fatigue in the 

lower Bxtremities. — Weary feeling in the legs ; itching in the 
legs ; weakness and weary feeling in the legs ; weakness and 
trembling of the legs ; itchings on the legs and thighs, and around 
the labia; burning sensation in the feet; coldness of feet follow- 
ing a loose stool; tired feeling in the legs when walking or 
ascending stairs : prickling sensation in the legs ; paroxysms of 
itching in the legs in ' ' 



COENUS JIOKIDA. 

(Soffieood, Boxwood), 

Common throughout all our forests ; conspicuous in spring-time 
by its festoons of large, white blossoms, and equally so during the 
autumn, from its clusters of scarlet berries ; a handsome little tree, 
usually about fifteen to twenty feet high, is the Cornus florida of 
the United States, In this genus of OornaeecB, there are about 
twenty species, of which America has, north of Mexico, eleven. 
The Flowering Dogwood is the most beautiful and showy plant of 
its genns. It is too well known to need description. The bark is 
officinal, though that of the root contains the. greatest amount of 
the active principle. " The principle obtained from it is .called 
comine, and has all the properties of Sulphate of Qoinine." This 
loose assertion must be taken cum grano sails, like all similar asser- 
tions of the dominant school. No pathogenesis of the Cornus 
jiorida has yet appeared. I propose, therefore, to collect what 
has been written of its therapeutic uses, and gather the few patho- 
genetic symptoms which are scattered through the pages of various 
autiiorities. We can, by these means, get some idea of its sphere 
of action, which will lay the foundation for rational clinical experi- 
ence, aod stimulate us to prove the drug, as Hahnemann did its 
great analogue, China. Prof. Lee {Jour, of Mat. Med., vol. 1., 
p. 294,} thus speaks of it: "The physiological effects of the Cornus 
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bart are similar to those of the vegetable bitter toiiica generally, 
viz., increased fi'equoney of pulse, exalted temperature, diaphoresis, 
Beusation of fulness or pains in the head, and gastric derangement. 
Of these, the most strongly marked are the increased temperaturo 
of the skin, and the general perspiration. Some expenmenters 
have observed a constant tendency to sleep, ■which has continued 
for several hours. This, as occurs in many other cases, does not 
indicate any specific nsrcotic properties, but is the result of the 
cerebral fulneas." Dr. Blackie says that it causes " severe head- 
ache, quickens the pulse, and prodncea violent pains in the bowels," 
Other writers give testimony to the above statement. Here we 
have good evidence that the Dogwood wiU cause febrile aymptoma 
of a peculiar character. Who can doubt its ability to cause a type 
of intermittent, bilious, or remittent fever, with gastric and intes- 
tinal irritation ? Just sncli types of fever are found in the West, 
and may be treated successfuliy with Comus. We have consider- 
able testimony in favor of its ■yalue in intermittents. Mberle states 
that thirty-five grains of the bark are equal to thirty of Cinchona. 
Its effects are closely analogous to those of the cinchona bark, for 
which it may often be successfnlly substituted. Lee says : " Our 
own experience with this article has satisfied as that most cases of 
our periodic or miasmatic fevers will yield to its judicious use." 
Prof. Barton says: "That it may be asserted with entire safety, 
that as yet there has not been discovered within the limits of the 
United States any vegetable so effectually to answer the pai-pose of 
Peruvian hark in tho management of intermittent fevers, as the 
Comus florida," Dr. Morton, who experimented largely with the 
bark, declares that in an extensive practice of many years he used 
no other remedy in intermittent Mid remittent fevers." Dr. Coe 
writes : "Its anti-periodic powers render it of peculiar value in the 
treatment of intermittent and. other periodic fevei-s. In such fevera 
we have employed it with much success. It is certion that Gomine 
haa cured fever and ague when quinine has failed, and that in all 
cases when the latter cannot be employed, the Comine answers as a 
Bubstitnte." In domestie practice, I have observed for many years 
that it was often more successful than quinine in certain types of 
ague. The country people generally make an infusion of nncertain 
strength, and drink of it during the apyrexia. If taken during the 
paroxysm, it causes an aggravation of the fever, headache, etc. 
From its known effects when taken in large doses, as well ascertain 
observations of my own, I would lay down the following indications 
for its use in miasmatic fevers : Paroxysm preceded for days by 
sleepinesa ; slug^sb flow of ideas ;, headache of a heavy, dull 
character; nausea; vomiting; loss of appetite; and sometimes 
biliona or watery diarrhtea ; ehill, with cold, clanimy akm ; nausea 
and vomiting, and violent pains in the bowels ; fever, with violent 
headache ; hot, but moist skin ; stupor ; " cerebral fulness ;" pulse 
qnick and hard ; conlusiou of intellect, etc. Apyrexia — Debility, 
gastiic irritability; painful diarrhcea. In bilious remittent, and 
even typhoid fever, it may prove a useful remedy. It seems to 
occupy an intermediate position between China and Podophyllum. 
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IJee admits that it Tvill aggravate an existing febrile conclition, but 
reaorlH to the usual false logio to explain its curative action : " A 
person in health may take the Cornua, as well as any of the other 
vegetable- tonics, in moderate doses, and for a long time ■without 
any marked effects on any of the functions ; but taken in the same 
majiner and the same quantities, in certain pathological states, as a. 
general lowering of the vital forces and nervous energy, independ- 
ent of organic disease, or when miasmatic poison has caused a 
tendency to paroxysmal attacks, the therapeutical influence of 
Cornus will be promptly manifested in a general invigoration of the 
vital forces and Buspension of the paroxysms. Here, as in regard to 
Cinchona, we must be satisfied with the result, for the manner in 
which it is brought about must ever remain a mystery. In oertMn 
morbid conditions, as hectic fever or great debility, attended with 
frequency of pnJse, and cold, colliquative sweats, the Comw* would 
seem to possess the power of a sedative, as manifested in decided 
lowering of pulse, and abatement of perspiration. This effect is 
common to all neurotic tonics, in certain pathological conations of 
the body. It depends on their imparting increased tonicity to the 
muscular fibres of the heart through the organic nerves, ttus 
enabling the central organ of circulation to throw out a greater 
quantity of blood at each contraction. The cardiac irritability 
also is lessened by the temporary increase of tonic power and vital 
contractibility. On the contrary, if Cornus and other analogous 
substances be given in acute and sthenic conditions marked by 
those phenomena which are characteristic of inflammatory action, 
the circnlation will be correspondingly increased by an increase of 
injlammaiory aation ; in both conditions, however, acting asa 
Htiraulant." The above is open to mnch just criticism. We will 
take up a few of hia proportions, 1. A person in health cannot 
take Oornus, or any other vegetable tonic, for a long time, without 
any marked effect. His own statement regarding the effects of 
Dogwood disprove it. Besides, the slightest knowledge of jihysio- 
logical processes teaehes ns that no tonic can be taken with imjjnn- 
ity by a healthy person. We soon have an exaltation of function, 
then derangement of function, and, finally, more or less depressed 
condition of the vital powers. 2. We are not obliged to remain in 
mystery relative to the action of Cornus and Cinchona. Hahne- 
mann discovered that the latter cured disorders like those it was 
capable of causing ; and the Comics acts in a similar manner. 
Trosseau and Wood — highest allopathic authorities— -admit _ this 
virtually, but cloak the real fact, under the tei'm, " Substantiation." 
8, CornuB cannot be a sedative, and at the same time a stimulant. 
The terms are contradictory, and used in the manner above, 
causing no idea at ail. The whole truth is, that the CornuB, like all 
other drugs, have two series of a/axiana— primary and secondary. 
The primary action is, to cause exaltation of the functions of the 
vital organs, thence fever, congestion, inflammation. The second- 
ary effects are nearly opposite, such as depression of the vital 
forces, loss of tonicity in tlie heart and muscular fibre generally, 
irritation of the various tissues, coldness, colliquative sweats. 
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Prof. Lei» faots aro not to bo disputed, but his theory of the 
action of the medicine is untenable. Comus is houMBopathic to 
both the primary and secondary symptoms above enumerated, in 
doaes varied to suit the existing conditions ; and it can cure such 
pathological states only by virtue of its power to cause similar 
ones. 4. Cornna and its. analogies ■vviil not aggravate existing 
inflammatory conditions, if ^ven in proper quantities. Adminis- 
tered in minnte doses, it will promptly remove inflammations and 
congestions, if indicated by the symptoms, and if the quantity is 
email enough, no aggravation will follow its use. Prof. P-ee, King, 
and other authorities assert that the tincture of Cornua will cause 
" violent pJun in the bowels, pur^ng, derangement of the digestive 
organs, vomiting, nausea, gastric derangement," etc. ; yet all are 
equally free to admit, and even advise its use in similar conditions. 
They say, " It will promote the appetite and digestion, and is 
useful in atomic and enfeebled conditions of the stomach ; and will 
act as an anthelmintic, by improving the functions of the alimen- 
tary canal, and correcting those conditions of the digestive organs 
which favor the production of worms." And yet, if it was suggest- 
ed to these worthy writers that the medicine might act according 
to the law of aimilia, they would reject the proposition with 
contempt ! It is just possible that many of the indications laid 
down for the Comiis cirotnala may be applicable to this medicine ; 
to be exact we ought to have a scientific proving. But most Hom- 
ceopaths are not aware that, although it is asserted by both schools 
that the varieties of Cinchona bark differ considerably in their 
action, yet om- pharmaceutists use the C. augustifolia and C. lan- 
cifolia almost indiscriminately. To meet the demands of a per- 
fectly scientific materia raeica, each variety of Peruvian bark 
shonld be separately proven. It is quite suggestive, that authorities 
recommend Cormis forida inabout the same cases and conditions 
for which Hahnemann used China, viz: general debility from loss 
of fluids, or in the convalescing stages of acute diseases ; hectio 
fever, night sweats, indigestion, lientery, etc. A tincture made 
fi'om the berries when ripe, is considered by some as being most 
efficacious in the above conditions. 

Reports of cases of ague sueceasfuUy treated by the iate E. J. 
Bates, M. D., with Comue florlda, will be found in American Hom- 
eeopathio Observer, Feb. 1864, page 29, 

CoENiWB. — This is the so-called active principle, of the C.florida, 
and stands in the same relation to the bark, as does Quinine to the 
Cinchona. Some prefer the iSulphate, as the best preparation. _ I 
have not nsed the Coi-nine extensively. In a few cases of debility 
from loss of fluids, when China, Quinine, and Phos. acid failed to 
act beneficially, I used the first trituration with apparent good 
effect. Those of the eclectic school who use it largely, declare it 
to be a prompt remedy for the cure of the, usual types of intermit- 
tent fevers. They asaen that it does not affect the head as do 
other preparations of the bark; nor does it cause gastric or intes- 
tinal derangements. Here let me call attention to one notable fact 
in relation to all these so-called " active principles," resinoid, alka- 
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loid, or 'whatever they are called. While they retain to a consitl- 
erable extent the specific properties of the di"ng, thoy aro destitute 
of many of its more important virtues, Thna Quinine possesses not 
all the curative power of China ; Maerotin does not represent all 
the properties of Ciraicifuga; and Leptandrin has no snch specific 
effect upon the brain as the tincture of Leptandrin. So with 
Gornine; it represents only a part of the qualities of the original 
drug. These " active principles " onght to be subjected to separate 
provings. But we are partly justified in using them ; for, it may 
be asserted with truth, that, whUe they do not possess all the virtues 
of the tincture of the harJc^ etc., they do not difpeb in their action. 
They have lost something, but have gained no neio qualities. Thus 
we may use the Qovnine in states of general debility, although the 
bowel symptoms which indicate the Comus, are not present. l}r, 
Ooe says, *' for affue, Cornine should be given in three to five grain 
doses every three hours, preceded by, or alternated with Leptan- 
drin." 1 would advise the lower triturations instead, and know 
they are just as efBcaelous. The same writer teaches that, 
" although Oorninc does not possess the power of neutralizing 
acidity of the stomach, yet it is of exceeding utility in those cases 
of indigestion, in which that symptom is a troublesome feature. It 
gives almost instant, immediate relief in that distressing symptom 
called " heartburn," and its continued use will prove a sure pre- 
ventive of its occurrence, by restoring the tone of the stomach, 
and so obviating the tendency to fermentation. 



CTPRIPEDIUM PUBESCENS. 

(larpe Yellow ladies' Slipper). 

There are eight varieties of Gypripedium indigenous to this 
country, but the 0. pubescens from some cause appears to have 
been selected as the variety to be the most used in medicine. It is 
known by the common names of American Valerian, (this name is 
Smith's, applied to the Scutellai-ia,) Nerve-root, Yellow moccasin 
Sower, etc. For minute description of this and other varieties 
see King's Dispensatory, The root ia the ofiicinal portion. The 
roots of all these varieties are undoubtedly collected, sold, and 
used, with the officinal article indiscriminately. Homffiopathte 
pharmaceutists should therefore be very careful in the selection of 
the root. This plant has always been a favorite remedy in domes- 
tic and " botanic " practice. Aa a " tme nervine," it meets a great 
many indications in the treatment of females and children, and its 
harmleasnese commends it to general use. It is an analogue of 
Valerian, Coffea, Thea, Ohamoniilla, Scutellaria, Senecio gracilis, 
and Ambra-grisea. The Eclectic school thus estimates its proper- 
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ties: Dr. King says it is "Toaic, stimulant, diaphoretic, and 
antispasmodic. Useful in hysteria, chorea, nervous headsiohe, and 
all cases of nervons irritability ; has proved useful ia neuralgia, 
delirium and hypochondria. Combined with nepeta, and Scutel- 
laria, it has permanently cured headache (nervous] not dependent 
on acid stomach. An infusion is said to be beuefieial in the pains 
of the joints following scarlet fever.'" Jones andScudder, (Mat. 
Med.) -write— "In numerous affections termed neuropathic, we 
have employed the Cypripediom with decided advantage. It 
equalizes and energizes the nervous powers, lessens excitement, 
allays nervous irritability, alleviates pain, and appears to invigorate 
both body and mind, leaving the patient more cheerful and lively 
than when any of the narcotics, or many of the anti-apasmodics are 
prescribed. The diseases in which it is indicated ai-e hysterical 
affections, hypochondriasis, delirium tremens, epilepsy, chorea, hem- 
icrania, neuralgia, ataxic or nervous fevers, etc. In low fever 
accompanied with morbid nervous excitability, or irritability, as 
manifested by ruthlessness, vigilance, watchfalness, with great 
sinking of the vital powers, the Cypripedium produces a calm 
or tranquil state of mind, invigorates the system, and favors 
sleep. It is not so important in the relief of spasms or convulsions 
as many other agents, yet its peculiar nervine and stimulant qnali- 
ties admirably adapt it to the relief of that morbid state of the 
cerebro - spinal system, upon which spasms depend." Dr. Coe 
places about the same estimate npon the medicinal powers of this 
plant. He says : " As a substitute for paragorio, Grodfrej''8 cor- 
dial, etc., it is most advantageonsly employed in alleviatmg the 
disorders of children, reqniring the use of an anodyne. /( posses- 
ses, kotoever, some narcotic power, and many times will be found as 
inadmissible as opium." This last admission is quite an important 
one, and throws some light on the action of this remedy. I have 
noticed this narcotic effect upon the persons of some of my patients 
who were in the habit of using this plant to excess. In country 
practice, it is not imnsnal for the practitioner to find persons who 
are as strongly addicted to the habitual use of the Cypripedium, as 
others are to the use of Opium. They are generally persons be- 
yond the middle age, whose nervous systems have once been shat- 
tered by some serious illness, and they have resorted to the lady- 
slipper for palliative relief. Such individuals, under the iniiuenoe 
of the drug, are lively and talkative, disposed to work, and are 
really capable of making unusual exertions without much fatigue. 
They are tranquil, feel no pain, and altogether very comfortable. 
But when the use of the drug is suspended they become irritable, 
irasdble, fretful ; their motions are hunied and, uncertain ; they 
are agitated by the least contradictory word, a noise, or any excite- 
ment of those around them; they cannot sleep, and even have 
jactitations, pains, and hysterical spasms. These are the primary 
and secondary states and symptoms which are directly caused by 
the pathogenetic action of the Cypripedium, I do not think tho 
plant has any specific influence over the akin or i 
braues. 
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Clinic4L Remarks.— My observations and experience with thia 
remedy has given me the following impressions relative to its true 
sphere of therapentto action. (1.) Its action on the brain, is sim- 
ilar to that of Tea, Coffae, Cannabis indioa, Coooa, and a few others 
of that class. Its pathogenetic action does not extend as far aa 
that of Agaiicus, Belladonna, Hyoscyamus, Sti-araoninm, and others 
of that grom I do not believe its toxical effects go beyond the 
causation ox fanational irritation. It is therefore not homceopa- 
thic to congestion, inflammation, or apoplexy of the brain and 
epinal cord and its membranes, bat only to conditions of morbid 
irTitahiliPy, or hypercestheaia of the nervous tissues. I do not 
doubt its ability to cause serious brain affection in young children, 
for the nervous mass in infancy is SO delicate an! sensitive, that any 
agent capable of causing simple irritation, (tea, coffae, bright 
lights, noise, fright, etc.,) may indnoe a condition, which readily 
runs on to serious disorder. In young children, irritaiiUty of the 
brain often appears many days or weeks before more serions disease 
sets in. Proper rem.edie3 will often arrest this condition, and pre- 
vent congestion and inflammation. Children thns afflicted are 
noticed to be more lively than usual, more inclined to laugh and 
play at unwonted hours, even in the night; will often laugh in 
iheir sleep, or are vevy wakeful and excitable. If the little ones 
are urged to play, are excited by light, noise and laughter— all these 
teod to fix the irritation more strongly upon the over-sensitive 
brain, and soon the child is attacked with spasms or convulsions, 
and a meningitis closes the scene. It is in these premonitary con- 
ditions, or states of simple irritation, that the Cypripedium and 
Scutellaria, aa well as Coffea and Cannabis indica are really indica- 
ted; and in my hands, the first named remedy has acted admirably, 
and in a highly satisfactory manner. To very young infants I 
usually administer the third or sixth dilution in water, or pellets, as 
often as the case seems to demand. On the Neraous System gen- 
erally, of children op adults, it acta as a pure hyperasstheseant ; 
primarily, elevating the excitability and activity ; and secondarily, 
decreasing the strength, and awakening a morbid irribility of a low 
gfade. It isnoC therefore homceopathic to neurotic diseases duo to 
mflammation, congestion, or any organic change, but to a peculiar 
irritability such as I have described above. In many cases of JUTeu- 
ralgia, " the pain is the disease." In such instances the Cypripe- 
dium will be found curative in many cases. The same observation 
will apply to chorea, epileptiform symptoms, hysteria, etc. I have 
used it with good effects in the watolifnlness, and nervous agitation 
of low fevers; but only as a palliative,' for the drug ia manifestly 
not hom<Eopathio to the pathological conditions which are pres- 
ent. In the treatment of diseases of females its use will give 
satisfaction to the practitioner who adapts it to the symptoms for 
which it is truly homceopathic. The Dose is to be graduated 
according to the age of the patient, and whether the symptoms are 
primary or secondary, ranging from the 6th dilation or trituration, 
down to drop doses of the mother tincture. 

19 



>stsd by Google 



NEW HOM(EOPATHIC PROVINGS. 



This is the active principle of tlie Cypripedium pub., ancl for all 
practical pnrposes, or until we have a tiiorough proving of tlio 
plant, may be used instead of tlie lincture and dilutions. I liave 
used the tritnrations, and find this preparaiion curative in about 
the same conditions, and for tbe same symptoms, as the prepara- 
tion from the crude root. It is, of coui-se, much more powerful 
than the tincture, and the dose should be selected accordingly. I 
have never givtn it to ohiidren, but in adnlls it may be given in 
the sixth or Jirst ti'itu rations, without fear of aggravation, ii' not too 
long continued, or inappropriately applied. 



DIOSCOEEA TlllOSi. 

{WM Yam. Colle-root.) 

This is an indigenoiis plant, growing in most parts of the United 
States, but in most abandauce in the West and South. It is a 
slender vine, growing in thickets and hedges, and along-side fences, 
flowering ia June and July. The root which is the part used in 
medicine, ia long, from two to four lines in thickness, woody and 
contorted. It is of a yellowish -brown color externally, a slight, not 
unpleasant odor when bruised, and sweetish, sligbtty bitter taste. 
Water and alcohol extract its medicinal qualities. I>io£Gorein, the 
active principle of the plant, is much used, insiead nf the crude 
preparations; but generally it ia most suoctssful when given in 
infusion, one ounce to one pint of boiling water. Of this, one to 
two fluid oimces are given at a dose. This is one of those remedies 
principally known for certain specific effects upon one organ or 
tissue. I Avill here give the estimate of the eclectic school concern- 
ing its properties, together with the theoi-ies concerning its modus 
operandi, in order tliat we may have the testimony before ua, to aid 
in oar fuitber investigations. Wood does not mention it in any of 
Lis works, u either do other strictly allopathic writers. 2Cinff c&\h it 
an anli-spasraodic, " saccesafally used by eclectics in bilious colic, 
in doses of half a pint of the decoction, repeated every half an hour 
or hour; in fiict, no other agent seems necessary in this disease, as it 
mves pi'ompt and permanent relief in the most severe cases. It will 
likewise allay nausea, also spasms of the bowels." Of the Dioscoreiii 
he says: "It is undoubtedly as much a specific in bilious colic, as 
quiiiia is in intermittent" {i. e. only specific to some cases ?) " In a 
severe case of bilious colic, pronounced past hope by several physi- 
cians, four grains, tabbed up with a tablespoonful of brandy, afford- 
ed prompt, relief,, and a repetition of the dose in about twenty 
minutes from the time, of taking the first, effected a cure. In 
ordinary cases one or two grains of Dioscoreiamay be administered 
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every five, ten or twenty minutes." It ia nsefal in cramp of the 
stomach, flatulence, and even uterine cramps. Coe (Cone, Org^ 
Med,,) eaya : "The wondei-ful effiuacy of this remedy in the euro 
of bilious colic, renders it an indispensiblc agent to every practi- 
tioner of the healing act. In this oompUint it is as near a specific 
as any remedy can well be. The relief it affords is both prompt 
and cei' tain. But its entire value does not relate to tliia disease 
alone, as it has been four.d useful in cholera morbus, nausea attend- 
ing pregnancy, spasms, coughs, hepatic disorders, after-pains, 
flatulence, dysmenorrhcea, and in all ca'^es where an anti-spasraodio 
is required." " In our experience of the management of cholera 
morbus, aa well as vomiting from other causes, we have- found that 
small doaea, frequently repeated, will oftentimes control the symp- 
toms, when large doses fai!," (one-fonrth grain of Diosoorein.) " In 
conclusion, we would I'eiterate '.he iact that Dioscorein is eminently 
anti-spasmodic, and diaphoretic, and that its power of relieving 
spasms, relates more particularly to the stomach and bowels, ia 
the disordei-3 of which it has beeoma to he looked upon by many as 
nearly a specific. We speak of our own knowledge when we state 
it to be the most reliable remedy yet discovered for bilious and 
flatulent colic, and intestinal spasm and iiTitation generally. It is a 
safe and harmless remedy, but in over-doses will produce vomitingJ' 
The italics above are our own. If it will cause vomiting in over 
doses, why may it not cause spasms, cramps, irritation, and other 
phenomena of bilious and flatulent colic, for which it is so specliio ? 
I do not doubt its power of inducing these affections, when long 
given in pathogenetic doses. "Jones and Scndder assert that it acta 
as "a very gentle diaphoretic, -without exciting the action of the 
heart and arteries, or increasing the temperation of the body. It 
has been but little used, however, for this purpose, although it 
might undoubtedly to employed with much advantage. It appears 
to act as an anodyne and anti-spasmodie, and Hkewiae as an anti- 
emetic, inthediseasesinwhichitis principally employed. The only 
affection in whicli it has been used sufficiently to give it a fair test 
to its virtues, is bilious colic. In many instances it baa appeared to 
act with great promptitude in allaying nausea and vomiting, and 
relieving the pain and spasmodic action invariably present in that 
disease. "In various cases of great severity, when other remedies 
had been fiiithfully and peraeveringly employed, and when all had 
proved unavailing, the nausea and vomiting, severe pain and spasms 
continuing unabated, with a dry and husky state of the surface, the 
Dioscorea has afforded entire relief in every respect, in twenty or 
thirty minutes, and the patient has fallen into a comfortable state 
of repose, and slept quietly the firat time since the attack," Of the 
Dioscorein, they add, " We have used it in bilious colic with mnch 
success ; and as an anti-emetic in other oases. In the cholera-infan- 
tum of children, it is one of oar most efficient agents; combined with 
Iieptandrin, we have snooeeded in curing cases which were consid- 
ei-ed hopele^. From our experience with this agent, and it has 
been somewhat eictensive, we beiieve it has a specific action upon 
the liver, not only increasing, hut changiug the character of the 
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bilious secretion." The above is better and more definite testimony 
than we usually get from allopatbic sources. We can afford to 
laugh' .t the name " anti-emetic," when their own authorities admit 
tha^ ■'■. ccmses vomiting. Yet they will not see that it cures accord- 
ing to the law of similia. Doubtless theywouldseek to explain ita 
action upon some other hypbthesia even if was known to cause 
intestinal sfasma. Dr. I. G. Jones, late professor of practice in the 
Eclectic Medical College of Cincinnati, and author of an extensive 
work on Practice, writes concerning this medicine : " The remedy 
npon which I rely in the treatment of bilious colic is Diosaorea 
villosa. I have used it with entire success in all the casea that have 
come under my care. In one caae that had been previously treated 
forty-eight hours with injections, fomentations, anodynes, and 
cathartics, without success, the patient was relieved in half an hour 
by taking one doso of JHoscorea. In another case, to which I was 
called in the night, the patient, who had been suffering severely for 
twelve hours, was perfectly relieved in a few minutes and soothed 
into a quiet sleep. It has never been known to fail, and I should 
reiy upon it with entire -nnfidence in all oases of this disease. The 
philosophy of its therapei tic action may not as yet be folly under- 
stood, or clearly explained. That it is eminently adapted to the 
case is very certain, and that, after all, is the main point in practice." 
It may be interesting to ns to know what condition Dr. Jones calls 
"bilious cohc." He think it does not depend on hepatic disturb- 
ance at all. The symptoms are gastric derangement; i'urred tongue; 
constant pain, aggravated by regular paroxysms of increased suffer- 
ings; pain located at first in the centre of, but gradually diffused 
over the whole abdomen; febrile reaction, vomiting, distended, 
tender and sensitive abdomen, etc. The clinical experience of the 
homceopathic school, with Dioscorea and Dioscorein is not extensive. 
In fact I find no published record, and can only give the statements 
of my intimate colleagues. Dr. P. H. Hale, of Hudson, Michigan, 
informs me that be has used the tincture and lower dilutions success- 
fully in cramps of the stomach, Jlatvlent colic, bilious ctUa, and 
cholera morlms. Dr. A. K. Smai-t, who administered the remedy at 
my solicitation in the same affections, writes me that it sei^ns to act 
cui'atively in cases in which Colocynth, Nux vomica and Chamo- 
milla are usually given. Dr. C. A. Williams, reports the following 

cases: "Mr, , aged 50, subject to severe attacks of cholera 

morbus, attended with vomiting, diarrhtea, painful cramps in the 
stomach, bowels and extremities, from which, under allopathic 
treatment, he would not recover for several days. I was called in 
the night to see him after the attack had lasted about an hour. He 
was suffering intensely from the above symptoms and supposed he 
was to have an illness of several days duration. Wishing to test the 
alleged virtues of Dioacorein, I gave him about two grains of the first 
trituration every fifteen minutes. After the third doao be became 
easier, and before the wxth dose, expressed himself as quite comfort- 
able. He shortly fell asleep, and in the morning went about his 
usual avocations." To this I will add my own observations, I have 
used the 1st, 2nd and 3rd dilutions, and triturations, in the above 
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affoctions. In cramps of the stomach, (Cardial^a) the 2.,-st decimal 
dilution often acts more promptly and aatisfajjtorily than Niix vom. 
In the dloscorea^gaetral^a thei'e ia generally a great tendency to 
erucate, and the pain is paroxysmal. In spasmodic colic, it seems 
to be indicated when we usually give Colocynth and Chamomilla. 
In these eases there is nsnaliy much flatulence, rumbling, and 
paroxysma] pain. In the colio of children, accompanied or not by 
diarrhoea, and attended witb screams and cries, and emisMon of 
flatulence, the second and third triturations have been nseful. The 
true sphere of its action, whether upon the muscular or nervous 
tissnes of the abdomen, etc., cannot yet be defined. I am inclined 
however, to the opinion that it acts more specifically upon the 
former. Its action ia probably confined to the stomach and intes- 
tines. Ifnsefnl in after-pains, or hepatio disorders, it must be 
because they depended upon some intestinal derangement. I once 
treated a gentleman for several years, for an anomalous disease of 
the abdominal organs, of which I could never form any satisfactory 
idea. He had been troubled with it from early youth. Tha pain, 
for that constituted nearly the whole of the malady, appeared at 
irregular intervals, sometimes once a week, at others once a month, 
and lasted several days. I never prescribed anything, nor did any 
other physician, wliioh seemed to give him any relief. Anodynes 
dulled the pain for a time, but gave no permanent benefit. It was 
a crampy spasmodic pain, commencing near the crest of the ileum, 
and extending to the lumbar region and hypogastrium. Physical 
or mental labor would bring on an attaci. It would gradually 
increase for days and end in an attack of vomiting ; or at other 
times afiect the head, "When it did leave, it was always suddenly. 
Lying on the left side and back, only, was endurable. My im- 
pression was that it was a spasmodic disease of the vermiform pro- 
cess, excited by some matters introduced into that portion of the 
intestine. A travelling " Spiritual Doctor," prescribed for him a 
medciue or compound which gave him more relief than anything he 
had ever used. The chief ingredient in this mixture was 
the Dioscorea, The clairvoyant insisted that the malady was 
"piles in the bowels.'' (?) — a disease which is not down in our 
nomenclature. I have been promised a proving of this unique 
remedy, but it has not come to hand. I know of no drug that 
would better repay a trial, and none that would aid more in estab- 
lishing the universality of the law of SmiVio, if we got a patho- 
genesis verified, wherein we could see a picture of those painful 
affections, in the cure of which It has gained such empirical reputa- 
tion. I have repeatedly taken the tincture and first dilution several 
time a day for several days, but never elicited any notable symp- 
toms. I have also tried it in several patients, affected wiih other 
than gastric complaints, but with no belter results than in myself. 
Kthia work should be so fortunate as to reach a second edition, 
we hope to give a proving of Dioscorea. At present, we can only 
treat this, as we have many other drugs, namely : make such men- 
tion aa will stimulate our oo-Iaborers to investigate its pathogenetic 
powers, and curative virtues. 
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EKIGERON CAIADENSE. 

{Canada Fleahme. Coli'a TaH.) 

This plant is common to the northern and middle portions of 
the United States, gi-owing in fields and meadows, by roadsides, 
and in waste places, and flowering in July and Augnst. It is an 
indigenous, anaual plant, with a high, branched, furrowed and 
bristly, haired stem, from six inches to nine feet high. There are 
several other varieties — aa the E. annuum, E. strigosum, etc., all 
possessing similar properties. The whole plant is ofiicinal and 
should be collected while in flower. It has a feeble bat agreeable 
odor, and a bitterish, acid, and astringeut taste, and yieWs its prop- 
erties to water and alcohol. It may be prepared and used in the 
form of tincture, or the dilutions made from the volatile oil. In 
most cases the Oleum Erigeroni is the best preparation from which 
to prepare the dilutions. It is decreed to be " tonic, astringent and 
diuretic" ^ini/ says it is nseful in the form of infuaon, in diav- 
rhffia, gravel, diabetes, dropsical affections, dysuria of children, 
painful micturition, etc. — " The volatile oil, acts as an astringent, 
and may be used as a local application to hemorrJioids, bleedings 
from small wounds, etc., also in rheumatism, boils, tumors, and sore 
throat," But it is in hemorrhages that the oil has been most 
strongly recommended ; and the testimony relative to its successful 
use in this condition is so large that we must accord some specific 
virtues to it. It is considered by the country people as being quite 
infallible in its power over hemorrhages. The usual practice is to 
apply the bruised fresh plant to the wound, binding it on with 
a compress. I have knOwn it thus applied to aiTcst quite alarming 
arterial bleedings. In its general action, it is an analogue to Tere- 
bintbioa. Its prirkary action is similar to Turpentine, in causing 
intense congestion of the kidneys, etc. It is primarily homteopathio 
to active arterial hemorrhages, with congestion, and even inflam- 
mation ; secondarily, to passive hemorrhages, with relaxation, 
ulceration, etc. Large quantities cause a large stimulating effect, 
increadng the heat of the body and the force of the pulse. 

Sltin- — When the oil is applied to the skin it " caiises a burning 
sensation, maoh resembling that produced by Capsicum, but wilt 
not vesicate. It is a powerful rubef'^oient but we never remember 
to have seen it vesieate."~(Coe). Di White however, says that 
it causes " slightly elevated, sharply defined \ esiclea." 

Byes.— Applied to the conjunctiva it causes redness, swelling, 
inflammation, with profuse muco-paiulent disohaiges. Yet Jones 
and Scudder, 'Mat. Med.,' say that the inluMon is useful, as a 
local application, in ophthalmia, after the acute symptoms have sub- 
sided. It will form a useful application to ecohymoses upon 
the eyeballs, or around the eye,. from a blow, etc. It should be 
given internally, and a weak dilution of the tincture applied 
locally. 

Nose- — It is a useful remedy in epistaxis. It may be applied 
locally by injecting a weak dihuion in water, or saturating lint 
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■with it, Hud plugging the nostrils. But it i^ undoubtedly useful in 
e]>ist8xi9, when administered internally. A few drops of the first 
or second decimal dilution of the oil, given every fifteen minutes, 
will often wrest profuse bleedings from the nasal passages. When 
given for active hemorrhage from the nose, accompanied with con- 
gestion of the head, febrile action, red face, etc., it should be 
given in. the third or sixth dilution, and in alternation Aconite, 
Belladonna or Veratruio viride. Bnt, when the hemorrhage is pass- 
ive, occurring ia debilitated subjects, or is chronic, and associated 
with ulcerative catarrh, ihe one-tenth, or even the tincture, ia 
drop doses, may be resorted to with benefit. 

Hontll, Tlivoat.— In bleeding from the gums, profuse bleeding 
from the cavity after a tooth has been extracted, it has been nsed, 
locally, with benefit. Dr. Coe says, " as an application to inflamed 
and enlarged tonsils, and inflammation and ulceration of the throat 
generally, the remedy has few superiors. It should be applied 
with a probang, of the strength of one dram to two ounces of alcohol. 
It should be applied eicternally to the throat at the same time." 
This recommendation will remind the practical physician of the 
popular use of Tui-pentine in simitar cases. Indeed, it is quite cer- 
tain that in the early stages of Tonsillitis, the latter remedy will 
arrest the disease, when applied to the external throat over the 
eituation of the tonsils. Its local curative action is as strictly 
Lomceopathic as that of Nitrate of Silver, for either remedy when 
applied to the mucous surface wiU cause inflammation, and even 
ulceration. 

Stootucli, etc. — Nausea; vioient retching and vomiting, with burn- 
ing sensation of long duration in the stomach ; sensation of heat 
in the stomach. 

Clisioal Remarks — It should be usefdmh'emitemesis Vom 
iting of blood may be caused {i) by erosion of the mucoas coats of 
the stomach, (b) inflanimitioa ot the stomach and consequent 
\ilceration, (c) rapture ot an arteiy (1) cancer (e) disease ot the 
livor and spleen. In all theie cases the Ei ige on w 11 prove i \ tl 
liable anxiliary to such lemedies as Hamanelii Sulphuiic a^id. 
Ipecac, etc When the vomitms; is the re ult of acute mSamma 
tion the higher dilut ons ^tiU be most appiop nte but when it 
proceeds fiom ulceiation, rupt ire of an arteiy or when the blood 
IS black and giumous, then the lowest dilutions will prove most 
eflitient 

Abdomen, Intestines, etc — Cathartics, with burning sensation 
throui^hout the alimentary canal; thin, papesceut stool, with 
burning in the boweh an 1 rectum ; burning in the margin of the 
anus (The experiment of Dr. Burt, in which he injected the oil 
undei the skin of a cat, throws some light on its action on the bowels. 
Ho got the follow mg symptoms: Undigested stools of meat; 
stools loose and streaked with blood. Autopsy showed the colon 
and rectum much congested, and in which was dry ffecal matter, 
agglutinated to the surface so firmly as with difficulty to be re- 
■ moved. All these symptoms, and the pathological condition, point 
to an inflammation of the mucous coats of the colon and rectum). 
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Clinical EEMAKKS.—It has been found carative in diarrhcea 
and dysentery. In some portions of the country it is considered a 
Bpeciflc for "bloody flux." In domestic practice I have often Itnowu 
it to be used in the form of an infusion, with astonishing results. 
Taking the hint from this observation, I have given the lower 
dilutions in dysentery, with excellent results. Several of ray col- 
leagues bear testimony to its curative action in this disease. It is 
indicated when the urinary organs are sympathetically affected, 
and we find dysuria, or suppression of urino. The stools are small, 
Btreaked with blood, accompanied with tormina, burning in the 
bowels and rectum. The appearance of scybaia (lumps of indura- 
ted fsBces) in the discharges would be a furttier indication for the 
Erigeron. In hernorrhoids, especially in the bleeding variety, this 
remedy is specifically indicated. In profuse bleeding from the 
hemorrhoidal tumors, we should not rely entirely upon its internal 
use, but apply the diluted tincture locally. Jn hemorrhage Jram t/ie 
bowels, the Erigeron will probably prove as valuable as Terebinth. 
to which it bears so close analogy. Both remedies are capable of 
causing inflammation and ulceration of the intestinal mucous m.em- 
brane. In typhoid fever, dysentery, and several other diseases, 
ulceration occurs, resulting in copious and often fatal hemorrhage. 
Ttie usual remedies are Nitric and Sulphuric acids, and Turpentine. 
These remedies aiTcst the bleeding, and heal the ulceration. Erig- 
eron I believe to have a similar curative action, and should the 
above medicines fail, I should resort to the first or second decimal 
dilution in ten drop doses, repeated eveiy hour, with a confidence 
in the result. 

Ifrlnary Organs. — The Erigeron has a specific afilnity for the 
urinary apparatus. Dr. Burt tbund the cortical substance of the 
Kidneys, (in a cat poisoned with the oil) slightly congested. At 
first the urine was suppressed, then increased. In ibis its action 
resembles Cantharia, Cannabis, Copaiva, Turpentine, etc., when 
given in large doses Tl e pathogenetic symptoms in men are; (l) 
Complete suppre s on of t ne with pain in the region of the 
kidneys ; urging to ur aate v th emissions of only a few drops of 
burning urine (laige dose) This condition was followed in a day 
or two by copious e n b o s of pale urine, smelling of the oil. 
(2). Small and epeited lo e caused frequent urination, with 
burning in the uretl a ■« hen ur nating ; discharge of mucus with 

Cltnical Kbuaeks. — Dr. Ring was the first to introduce this 
remedy to the homojopathic schools fbr the treatment of urinary 
affections. In the N. A. Journal of Horn., Vol. V., page 282, he 
writes ; " Recently I have had two cases of dysuria in teething 
children, which yielded to no remedy until I made use of drop doses 
(two or three drops every two or three hours) of a tincture of the 
Erigeron e. The symptoms in the two cases were more particularly 
— pain so as to cause a great deal of crying on voiding urine, the 
calls for which were frequent. The secretion was abnormally 
increased, and had a very strong odor. The parts externally — both 
were female children — were in both cases very much inflamed, or 
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irritated, with considerable mucus discharged. The children wera 
very fretful at alt times. Several remedies we tried in both cases 
without any benefit, bat prompt relief followed the use of the 
fleabane." Nearly every writer upon indigenous remedies has 
recommended the Erigeron for similar cases, as well as for other 
affections of the urinary organs. S3,ng says it has been found 
efficient in gravel, diabetes, dropsioal affections, dyswria of 
children, painful micturition, and also many nephritic affections, 
" It has been used with benefit in diabetes, nephritis, cyaitis, and 
to snbdue the irritation arising from the presence of calculi in the 
bladder; also, in gonorrhcea and gleet." — (Jones and Soudder). 
Several cases are reported in the Eclectic Journal of its sacoessful 
use in luematuria, also in chronic vesical catarrh. Coe says he has 
used the Erigei'on in gonorrhma with the most marked and benefi- 
cial results : " It allays the scalding of the urine, and assists mate- 
rially in cutting short the disease. It is of much service in inflamma- 
tion of tho kidneys and bladder," All this testimony is eminently 
suggestive to the homceopathist. In the study of a medicine, it is 
most important to ascertain its specific affinity for any particular 
organ or tissue. This inquiry settled, we may rationally prescribe 
it in affections of those structures, even before we know the 
peculiar pathogeiietic symptoms which it causes in those organs. 
We have ample testimony that the Erigeron has a specific affinity 
for the urinary organs, as much so as Cantharis or Turpentine ; and 
although its characteristic symptoms may differ from those medi- 
cines, yet wo know it will prove useful in nephritis, cystitis, hema- 
turia, dysurja, etc. A good proving should be made ; but, if we 
can have such careful observations as that of Dr. Ring, we can bo 
guided materially in our selection of tho di-ug. 

Oenital Org'ans of Women. — Uterine hemorrhage, with .violent 
irritadou of the rectum and bladder; hemorrhage from the uterus 
and bladder ; abortion, with profuse hemorrhage, diarrhcoa, and 
dysuria — (ffom very large doses) ; scanty menses. 

Climical Rbuabks. — We have at command a large amount of 
clinical testimony, from the most reliable sources, both allopathic 
and homiBopathio, as to its curative action in hemorrhages from the 
hterus, and other abnormal discharges from the sexual passages. 

■"---"■ . (Mat. Med.): "The oil is an infallible remedy in 

3 of from five to ten drops. '' King (Obstet- 
s a powerful influence in menorrhagia iuid 
uterine hemorrhage. From two to ten drops, on sugar, or dissolved 
in alcohol, and mixed in a little mucilage or sweetened water, 
repeated every ten or twenty minutes, usually acts promptly. 
It may possibly have some other influence in checking uterine 
hemorrh^e than that of a mere astringent ; fdr, without the mus- 
cular fibres of the uterus are caused to contract, I do not believe 
the hemorrhage after delivery can be checked,'' King's theory of 
the action of Erigeron is doubtless correct. In tympanitis, the gas 
cannot be expelled, unless there is a contraction of the muscalar 
coats of the intestines. Turpentine has the same effect in tympa- 
nitis that Erigeron does ia uterine hemori'hage, namely ; causing 
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contraction of mueoular fibre ; but Erigeron must have also the 
general power of causing contraction of the muscular coats ofthe 
arteries, else it could not be so specific in all forms of hemorrhage 
(arterial). Goe (Cone. Org, Med.) writes: "Although not a 
specific, it is undoubtedly the best agent we possess for the relief 
of uterine hemorrliago. The dose of the oil, in these cases, ia from 
five to ten drops, repeated every thirty or sixty minutes. It will 
act more promptly, being rendered more diffusible, by being pre- 
viously dissolved in alcohol. In addition to its internal administra- 
tion, it may also bo applied locally with the boat resalts. A case 
occnrred under the observation of the writer, oyer twenty years 
ago, in which the patient, from excessive loss of blood, was reduced 
to a comatose condition, and incapable of swallowing. A piece of 
cotton wool, saturated with the oil, was introduced into the vagina, 
and placed in close contact with the mouth of the uterus, when an 
instantaneous stop was put to the bloody flow. During the past 
season we were consulted in a similar case, in which we advised 
the adoption of the above plan, and with complete success." Coe 
says, " it allays the spasmodic pains accompanying Ieucorrh<Ba, and 
restrains, without suppressing, the menstrual flow when too pro- 
fuse." Cases have come under my observation, however, where 
the Erigeron in small doses, has undeniably restrained the menstrual 
flow, when not too profuse. One cannot read the above testimony 
from Eclectic sources, without noting the similarity of its curative 
action with that of Sabina. In fact, it ia a very near analogue to 
Sabina. Both cause, in poisonous doses, abortion, hemorrhage, etc . 
Both are indicated in nearly the same conditions. Like Sabina, it 
is capable in toxical doses of causing congestion, inflammation, and 
even hemorrhage from the kidneys and uterus. We have, in addi- 
tion to the above, some reliable homceopathio testimony as to the 
specific curative action of Erigeron in uterine hemorrhage. Dr. 
While (Trans. 111. Horn. Med. Ass., vol. 9, p. 55,) states : " I have 
used the volatile oil in the first, second, and third att., as well as the 
crude oil. In uterine hemorrhage, it is the fii'st remedy I have 
recourse to. It has never failed me. I have given from one to ten 
drops of the 1st, and the same ioternal!y,'as an injection into the 
uterus, in extreme cases," Dr. Rogers reports to mo the follow- 
ing cases : (1). A lady, aged thirty-five, had an abortion, followed 
by profuse and alarming hemorrhage, which continued ior six 
weeks, in spite of all the efforts of her allopathic attendants, who 
used all the astringents, etc., at their command. She became 
almost exsanguined, nearly catamose; could not move without 
flooding; and the case was giveujUp as hopeless. Erigeron, 1st 
dil,, was given in ten drop doses, every hour. A piece of cotton 
wool was wet in the same, and applied to the os uteri. No more 
hemorrhage took place after the first six hours, and under the use 
of appropriate nutriment, &c„ the iady made a good recovery. 
(2). A case of profuse and alarming flooding after lab'or wob 
promptly arrested by the internal administration of Oleum Erig- 
Ist dil. Dr. P. H. Hale used it in a case of post-parturient 
Cold applications, posture, etc., were tried without 
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^ . ..^. > effect, "but the flooding ceased soon after giving the 

patient the oilof Erigeron, lat dil.in fifteen drop di^es, every thirty 
minutes. I might add the testimony of a score of other homeo- 
pathic phydoians, aa to its efficacy in hemorrhage from the uterus, 
but enough haa been adduced to show that it is a valuable and 
important remedy in such eonditiona. It will hereafter prove a 
powerful ausiliary to such remedies as Sabina, Trillinm, Crocus, 
Sucale, Platina, and others of similar virtues. The following may 
be considered a good resttme of its curative indications in diseases 
of women : {a.) In profuse and frequent mensea. (h.) In dysme- 
norrhcea with menorrhagia, (c.) In hemorrhage after labor, or 
after an abortion, (d.) In threatened abortion with flooding, (e.) 
In hemorrhage previous to labor, (f .) In profuse lochial discharges, 
(g.) In profuse uterine and vaginal leucorrhcea. It has been found 
useful in jiatpitatioa of the heart, when arising from uterine irrita- 
tion. It IS alleged to have been used " with remarkable success 
in those peculiar headaches which accompany defective menstru- 
ation,'' 

Organs of Benci-atioil «f Men.— (See Urinary Organs.) It has 
been found curative in.gonorrhcea and gleet, 

Bespiratorf Organs.— i?(wtes ««(? jScMt^t^e*- (Mat. Med.) say : "In 
coughs and chronic broncliial affections, when attended with 
copious mucus or purulent secretion, and in the inwpient stages of 
phthisis attended with bloody espeotoratJon, this agent, used in the 
form of a syrup or infusion, will be found to answer an excellent 
purpose. It is of value in hiemoptysis." King records his estimate 
of its value in hfemoptysis, also various other eclectic writers. 

DR. BUKT'5 BEPEEIMENT WISH BEIGEBON CAaTADENBE. 

Sept. 5, 4 A, M,, injected five drops of the oil under the skin of 
the foreleg of a cat. Quarter of an hour afterwards wiews cop,- 
stantly; runs about; appears restless, uneasy. 5 f. m., lies quiet, 
with eyea half closed. 7 p. m., injected thirty drops of oil. After 
half an hour appears in great distress. Profuse secretion of saliva. 
At 8 P. m. is quiet, with mouth open. 

Sept, 6. Passed four stools, natural, diuing the night ; the last 
slightly streaked with blood; has not urinated; refuses to eat. 
9 A.M., injected fifty drops under the skin of the foreleg ; followed 
by ffreat agitation as before. 10 a. m., ears and legs very cold, ; 
excesMve trembling. 4 p. m., has hR.d two undigested stools, and 
urinated, 6 r. m., injected forty drops ; one hour after unable to 
get up ; trembling escessively. 

Sept. Y. Appears quite natural ; has passed stools and urine 
during the night. Injected thirty drops under the skin of side. 5 
P.M., very weak ; has been trembling all day. 7 p. m., injected fifty 
drops ; tries to walk, but is unable to do so. 8 r. m,, iojeoted thirty 
drops, 

bept. 8, Just alive. Injected SO drops. Ears and legs very 
cold. Died at 9 a. m. 

Autopsy.— Nine hours after death, encephalic and thoracic 
t natural ; liver much congested ; also, the eohn and rectum, 
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which were flUetl with <lry^ fmcal matter, agglutinated to the intes- 
tines so firmly as to be I'emoved with difficulty. Kidneys, cortical 
substance, slightly cocgested. Bladder much distended; other 
abdominal viscera natural. 



EEYHGIU.I AQUATICTJM. 

(^BvMtm, Snakerool,') 

This plant is a native of the United States, growing in swamps 
and wet lands, from Virginia to Texas, and especially on the pr^rie 
lands. Theroot is the officinal part. Water and alcohol extract its 
properties. (For full botanical description, see King's Dispensatory), 
No proving of this plant baa yet appeared, and the dinical experience 
h very scanty. King says : " it is very useful in dropsy, nephritic 
and oalculoua affectione ; also, in scrofula and syphilis ; it is said to 
be diuretic, stimalant, daaphorotic, expectorant, and, in large doses, 
emetic It has been recommended as a substitute for Senega." 
" Hie pulverized root, in doses of two or three grains, baa proved 
very effectual in hmmorrkoids, and. prolapsus ani. Two ounces of 
the pulverized root, added to one pint of good Holland gin, has 
effected euros in obstinate cases of gonorrhea and gleet (one or .two 
fluid drachms three or four times a day). By some practitioners 
this root is employed as a specific in gonorrhcea, gleet and leucor- 
rhcea. Howard speaks of it as a'powerful diui'etic, and says he has 
eared asthenic dropsies with it. He has also used it with benefit ia 
gravel. The only mention made of this remedy in the literature of 
our school, is to be found in Hill and Hunt's Surgery, page 400. In 
the treatment of Spermatorrhea, after referring to various reme- 
dies, they propose the Eryngium, and give two " remarkable cures" 
made by Dr. Parks, of Cincinnati, 

Case 1st. "A married man injured his testicles by jumping 
upon a horse; this was followed by a discharge of what was con- 
sidered semen, for fifteen years, daring which time he was treated 
allopathically and homceopathioally. Dr. P. exhibited a number of 
the usual remedies without permanent benefit. He then gave a 
half gr^n dose, three times a day, of the third decimal trituration 
of Eryngium aquaticum. In five days the emissions were entirely 
suppressed, and have not returned to this time (over two years). 
The emissions were without erections, day or night, and followed 
by great lassitude." 

Case Ind. " A married man, not conscious of having sustained 
any injury, was troubled for eight or ten years with emissions at 
night, with erections. The semeu also passed by day with the 
urine. The loss of semen was followed by great lassitude and 
depression for twelve or forty-eight hours, There was also partial 
impotence. He had been treated allopathically. Dr. P. gave him 
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Phoa. ao. for two weeka without material benefit. He then 
exhibited the Eryngium as above, with like exeeOent and prompt 
result." 

It does not do as well in the hands of others, for scTeral physi- 
cians have informed me they never found it of benefit ia similar 
cases. I have tested it in several instances with like poor success. 
That the remedy has some specific afiinity for the urinary and 
genitai organs appears probable, but we want a pathogenesis to 
guide us in its sdection. 



EUPATOKIUM AKOMATICUI. 

(White Snalce Eoel.) 

This is an indigenoaa plant, growing from Massaohusetta to 
Lonisiana. The root, which is the officinal part, has a pleasant 
aromatic odor, and a bitterish taste. " This species of Enpatorinm 
(see Eclectic Mat. Med.) is anti-spasmodic, nervine, diaphoretic, and 
expectorant. It is esteemed a valuable nervine, and anti-spasmodic, 
and one peculiarly adapted to many cases ofdebifity and irritability 
of the nervous system, such as hysteria or hysterica] afiections, 
chorea, tremors, convulsive, or spasmodic diseases, snbsultas 
tendinum, restlessness and morbid watchfulness, etc., occurring in 
the advanced stage of fevers. It is diaphoretic and expectorant," 
The only mention of this medicine in our literature is the 
assertion of Dr. B. L. Hill in his epitome that it is a specific for 
apthons stomatitis in females and children. We can nowhere find 
that he has given any reason for this recommendation. Judging, 
however, by the perfect reliabiUty of that gentleman's teachings, 
we should perhaps have all confidence in hie dictum. Some of onr 
physicians say that they have found it useful in nursing sore mouth 
and in apthro of infants. It may be worth a proving, but so long 
as there are such drugs as Trillium and LoptSndria to be proved, 
we shall not recommend it. 

Dr. Wm. Huntington says: "My ase of Enpatorium aroma- 
tioum is quite limited. I have derived conadorable benefit from 
its use in alternation with Hydrastus c, in nursing sore mouth. It 
acta as a palliative only. I have also used it with good results in 
apthona affections of the mouth and throat closely resembling 
nursing sore mouth, bat the most benefit that I have ever derived 
from its use has been in those cases of burning at the stomach so 
often met with ia pregnant females for » few weeks previous to 
confinement. In auoh cases it seldom fails to give very mai-ked 
relief.'' 

Dr. Smith Rogers baa found the Eupatorium aromaticum 
effectual in curing apthfe and nursing sore mouth without giving 
any other drug in connection with it. Dr. Lodge states that many 
other physicians have made similar reports. 
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EUPATOEIUI PEKFOIIATUM. 

{Bone-sel — Ague weed.) 

There are at least sixteen speciea of Eupatorium in the Jrorfchem 
States alone. The stem of the Eupatorium perfoliatum is tiHous, 
hirsute, cylindrical ; the leaves, opposite, connate, perfoliate, oblong, 
tapering, acute, senate, rough above, tomentose beneath, heads about 
ten-flowered. The root is perennial, horizontal, crooked, sending 
up many erect stems, which are simple at base, branched above, 
round, hairy, and of a greyish-green color. The whole plant is 
officinal. The whole pliant ia intensely bitter, having a peculiar 
flavor, but without astringency or acrimony. Its odor is but 
slight, and it yields its sensible and medicinal properties to water 
and alcohol. It ia supposed to contain a resinoid Mipaiorine 
which is said to contain the specific virtues of the plant. 

fleneral Effeeti. — It ia decreed by the old school to be diuretic, 
diaphoretic, purgative, emetic, alterative, expectorant, and tonic. 
It proves emeto-cathartic when given in large doses. (Therefore, 
it is homceopathie to vomiting, wilk diarrh<ea — bilious). Pi-of. Lee 
gives his testimony in favor of its succeseful use iu intermittents, 
but doubts its asserted anti-periodie power. It was in genera! use 
among the aborigines of this country, on its first discovery, as a 
remedy for intermittent fever, and was accordingly adopted by the 

whites for the care of the same disease. "Whether it proved BUG- 

oessful or not depended very much on its mode of administration. 
Sometimes it wouid arrest the disease, if freely given in warm 
decoction just before the expected recurrence of the paroxysm, 
proving emetic, or emeto-cathartic, and in other cases it would 
prove SBCcessful if given in' cold decoction, or the powdered plant, 
at fi-e(|uent intervals between the paroxysms ; but in a majority of 
cases it tailed to subdue the disease" (because it was not homceo- 
pathie to a majority of the cases, any more than ia quinine or any 
other medicine). Prof Lee says: "With regard to the use of 
this plant in tr^u^iea, whether sporadic or epidemic, we have 
proved it possessing great efficacy — relieving the pain in the back 
and limbs, as well as the general lassitude, with great promptness ; 
for although in this disease the skin is often bathed in perspiration, 
yet it is of a morbid character— the surface being pale, and mor- 
bidly sensitive, and the excretion of a passive kind. When the 
secretions are of this morbid nature, and the pulmonary system is 
involved, the Boneset has proved in our hands a most valuable 
remedy, inducing a healthy and free perspiratory discharge, and 
replacing the chilly or fobrUe sensations with a uniform or nealthy 
glow." (Yet the Eupat., in large doses, will cause the same 
unhealthy perspiration and state of the skin which Dr. Lee men- 
tions, so that he uses it homteopathically after all.) "As it has but 
slight infiuence in augmenting tile action of the heart and arteries, 
it may he employed with advantage in almost every variety of in- 
flammatory action." " In the atonic forms of dyspepsia and general 
debility it ia relied on by many pi-actitioners as an efficient remedy. 
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In that form of indigestion consequent on tlie use of alcoholic 
dnnliB, it has proved highly beneficial, as well as in that of old people." 
"Ita efficacy in certain forms of (^(>pst/ has been dwelt upon by 
some writers. Dr. Thatcher, who has tried it exteneivelyin various 
diseases, says that in anasarcous swellings of the extremities, de- 
pending on general debility, it may be safely recommended as ^ 
excellent tonic." Dr. ZoUickoffer tbints it possesses medicinal vir- 
tues which are admirably adapted to avariety of affections, and that 
in conjuaction with sup. tart, potassa, it is one of the moat valuable 
remedies in tifiea capitis, 

Dose. — In old school practice, the concentrated tincture or fluid 
extract is ^ven in doses of one to tour drachms. The Eupatoi-ine 
indosesof two or three grains. The -ZJj/wsioM, (one ounce to one 
pint of boiling water) in doses of two to six ounces, the latter dose 
caasing emesis and catharsis. la homeopathic practice, it has been 
nsed successfully in agues, in drop doses o?^^ first dilution ; also 
in ten-drop doses of the tincture ; and teaspoonfiil doses of a cold 
infusion (vide Trans. Amer. Ins. of Horn.}. 

Perer- — Chilliness through the night, and in the morning, with 
nausea from the least motion ; aching pain and soreness, as if from 
having been beaten in the calves of the legs, small of the back, and 
in the arms, above and below the elbows ; nausea as the chill goes 
off; aching in the bones of the extremities, with soreness of the 
flesh; chilliness, with excessive trembling and nausea; chilliness 
in the moiTiing, heat through the rest of the day, but no perspira- 
tion. The patient feels worse in the morning of one day, and in 
the afternoon of the next day. Kocturnal sweat, with chilliness, 
from motion, or removal of the covering. A greater amount of 
shivering during the chill than is warranted by the degree of cold- 
ness, Retcbing and vomiting of bile ; vomiting after every 
draught; trembling in the back during fever; thirst several 
hours before the chill; chilliness from motion; pungent heat 
attending the perspiration at night; alternate chilliness and flashes 
of beat. 

Clinicai. REMiUKS. — ^The Eupatorium is recommended byDrs. 
Jaynes, Neidhard, Gray, Williamson and Douglas, in intermittent 
fevers, quotidian, tertian, and quartan. The general and specific 
indications for its use are said to be : (a.) The paroxysm generally 
commences in the morning. Thirst several hours after the chill — 
which continues dwinff the chill and heat' It has proved curative 
when the symptoms have been : — Chill at seven o'clock in the 
morning, preceded by thirst, and attended with moisture of the 
hands; ■vomiting at the conclusion of the chill/ chill in the 
morning ; heat during the rest of the day ; slight perspiration in the 
evening; heavy chill early in the morning of one day, and a light 
chill about noon the next day, and so on saccessively ; chill pre- 
ceded by pain above the right ilium, with thirst and disposition to 
yawn ; p^n in the bones earlyui the morning before the paroxysm ; 
the chill is induced or hastened by taking a drink of water ; head- 
ache, backache and thirst during the chill ; coldness, with a great 
deal of trembling, attended with nausea; coldness and stinging 
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and pricking, as from pine, in botli feet, at the commencement of the 
chill; aching in the bones of the extremities, m the latter part of 
the chill and in the beginning of the heat; stiffness of the fingers 
during the chill ; aching pain, with moaning throughout the chill, 
(b.) Throbbmg headache durmg the chill and heat ; violent pain in 
head and back before the chili ; distressing pain through the 
BCrobiculus cordis throughout the day; chill and heat; flushed 
faoe and dry hot akin during the fever ; fever, aocompanied 
■with sleep and moaning, and followed by slight perspiration; 
nausea and sickness at the stomach at the commencement of 
the heat, with violent throbbing headache ; headache and trembling 
during the heat; fever in the forenoon, preceded by thirat 
early in the morning, but no cHll ; attended by iatiguing 
cough, and not followed by perspiration ; great weakness and 
prostration during the fever, with faintaess from motion; the 
patient cannot raise hie head from the pillow while the fever lasts ; 
the heat goes off with moderate perspiration, during sleep in the 
evening; the thirst continues during the chiU and heat, with vom- 
iting aflier each draught of water; vomiting of bile at the close of 
the hot stage ; nocturnal perapiration, with coldness ; fever, with 
despondency of mind, morbid sensitiveness of the skin and sleepless- 
ness, (c) Loose cough in the intermission ; cough in the night, 
prcviong to the paroxysm; thirst throughout the night, before 
the paroxysm, (in tertian ague). 

"I have for many years applied the Enpatorinm, in cases of 
intermittent fever, when there whs Utile or no sweat, at any time 
during the disease ; and consequently in those forms closely verg- 
ing upon the remittent type." — {Br. Gray). 

The above clinical symptoms I select from the proving published 
in " Trans, of Amer. Ins. of Horn." They are there marked with 
an *, and are the result of the clinical experience with the remedy, 
contributed by Drs. Neidbard, Williamson, and others. The cases 
from which they wore taken I give in full ; — 

Cases op Intermittent. — Dr, Neidhard has observed the most 
decided effects from the Enpatorinm perfoliatum in the treatment 
of certain cases of intermittent fevers, in two of which the foDowing 
symptoms wero present : Violent thirst before the chill, and alight 
during it; nausea and sickness of the stomach (in one case vomiting) 
at the commencement of the heat, with violent throbbing headache 
tastelessneas of food; want of appetite ; tongue coated yellow 
the chiUs set in in the morning and lasted for one or two hoars 
heat during the rest of the day, and shght perspiration in the 
evening. Type certain. In one case the sulphate of quinine had 
been administere3r~~wrthout preventing the recurrence of the 
paroxysme. 

Dr, Williamson has exhibited it successfully in various cases 
of fever. 

Case 1st: The chill generally began at nine o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and lasted four hours from the time, when they commenced, and 
continued about seven hours, aad was seldom followed by perspira- 
tion. The next day tiiere was a lighter paroxysm, which usually 
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commenced at twelve o'clock and ceased about the same time in the 
evening, as the heavier on tiie day preceding. The naroxj'stna 
continued to oeeuv tl^g fllternately wilt tut littla vftvJatton for the 
Bpaoe of fweuty-tuvce dajH, notwithalandiag my unocaaing efforts to 
arrCiSt tbem by thfl admmiaii^aiiioii of a number Of remgdioB, Oa 
the 12th of December the following symptoma were present : Chill 
commenced at nine o'eioek in the mornmg, and lasted four hours, 
attended with a good deal of shivering and trembling; raging 
thirst before the chill, and during the chill, and heat ; vomiting of 
whateverwaa taken into the stomach, aad of bile, with distressing 
pain in the epigastrium; distressing headache during the heat; 
fever ceased about eight o'clock in the evening, and was followed 
by inconsiderable pei-Bpiration. Eapatorium, perfoliatum first, in 
water, a teaspoonfii! every hour, in the apyrexia, cured the case, 
without the occurrence of another paroxysm. 

Case 2(?: Bilious diathesis; tertian ague; chill at nine o'clock 
[in the morning, which lasted an hoar and a half; thirst in the 
night before the chill; raging thirst during the chill and heat; 
violent headache throughout the paroxysm; some perspiration; 
retching and voouting during the chill, immediately after drinking ; 
vomiting of bile, Eupatorium perfoliatura first, five drops in as 
many teaspoonfula of water, of which she took a teaspoonful every 
two hours on tfie alternate day. Early on the morning of tho 
expected chiU, Eupal. perf. tincture four drops, in eight teaspoon- 
fula of water, a teaspoonfal eveiy hour. The paroxysm did not 
return. This patient had been subject to frequent attacks of 
intermittent fever for several years, and had always suppressed 
them with sulphate of quinine, but since the above attack, now a 
period of four yeara, she had no return of the disease, 

Cme Srd: A girl of fourteen years of age; tertian inter- 
mittent fever ; thirst before the chill ; became stretchy and looked 
pale at nine o'eioek in the morning ; felt cold and chilly, bnt did 
not shake; walked about the house crouched np; was very thirsty 
during the chill and beat, but took only a little sup of water at 
a time ; headache and trembUng during the heat ; the coldness 
lasted one hour, and the heat about two hours, followed by very 
little perspiration, Eupat. perf. tinct. a few drops in water. 
Dose, a teaspoonful every three hours. 

Case ith : At eight o'clock in the morning was attacked with 
pain above the right ilium; thirst and a disposition to yawn; 
fingers became stifi', with slight coldness ; upon taking a drink of 
water shuddering commenced immediately ; chill lasted two hours 
and a half; headache, backache, and thirat during the chill; 
nausea as the chill was going off; the headache was increased, 
but the thirst was diminished during the heat; sensation of great 
■weakness during the fever, so much so that she could not riusa 
her head from the pillow ; trembling in the back, with faintness 
from motion during the fever ; the fever terminated by moderate 
perspiration during sleep in the evening. She lelt pain in her 
tones early in the raoi-ning before the attaek. Eupat. perf tincture 
in water a teaspoonful every three hours. 
21 
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Case 5th: Tertian ague, for two weeks, sickly, eallow 
countenance ; chiU at eight o'clock in the morning ; thirst throiigli- 
out the night previous to chill ; thirat during the ohill and heat, 
and vomiting immediately after each draught of water; vomiting 
of bile at the close of the hot stage, which was followed by incon- 
siderable perspiration. Eupat. perf. tincture, in water, a teaspoon- 
ful every three hours. No more chills, 

"Nearly half a century ago, there prevailed throughout the 
United States, but particularly in the State of Pennayivania, a pecu- 
liar Epidemic, which, from the constancy of the attending symptom 
of " pain in the bones," was called hreak-bone fever. The Eupat. 
perf, though a diaphoretic, so signally relieved the disease, not- 
-withats-nding copious perspiration -w&s a frequent attendant, that it 
■was familiarly called bone-set, a common name by which it is exten- 
sively known. "In all cases of typhoid disease, attended with 
hot, dry skin, it is reputed to be an estimable medicine.'' " It was 
used with great, success in an epidemic of Influenza and lake- 
fever, which prevailed a few years ago in the neighborhood of 
Lake Ontario." " In miasmatic districts, along rivers, at iisheriea, 
on marshesTand their several neighborhoods, where intermitti.'nt 
and remittent fevers have prevdied epidemically, the Eupatorium 
has been a favorite remedy with the most successful practitioners, 
as well as a desei-vedly popular one in the hands of the people, 
very often supersodlng the necessity of calling in medical sid. 
In 1812, it waa substituted for Peruvian bark, in the treatment 
of intermittent fevers, in the New York Alms House, and with 
uniform success.'' Dr. Williamson recommends it in gastric fevers, 
remittent fevers of typhoid character, bilious fever, etc. It is 
highly recommended, as a prophylactic against agues. 

Head. — Headache with a sensation of soreness internally, better 
in the house ; aggravated when first going in the open air ; relieved 
by donversation ; pain extending from the forehead to the occiput, 
greatest in left side; throbbing headache; beating p^n in the 
nape and occiput, better after rising ; darting pains through the 
temples, with sensation of blood rushing across the head ; distress 
on the top and in the back part of the head; shooting pains 
from left to right side of the head ; painful soreness in the right 
parietal protuberance; heat on the top of the head, with pain, 
which is relieved by pressure; thumping in the side of the head, 
above the right ear ; soreness and beating in the back part of the 

Clinical Rkmaeks.— Besides those symptoms which are itali- 
cited above, the Eupatorium has cured certain forms of periodical 
headache, namely: " A headache with nausea, every other morn- 
ing, when first awaking, which continues all day, with loss of 
appetite during the day, but good appetite during the intervening 
day," Nux vomica wiil cure such headaches when they occur 
ever^ day. Eupatorium has also cured a " pain in the occiput after 
lying, with sensation of a great weight in the part, requiring the 
hands to lift it." This kind of headache ia common in agne 
patients. 
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Ejes- — Soreness of th'' eyeballs, intoletince of light, red 
nesa of the margin of the lids with glutmous secietion fioiti tho 
meibomian glanils, inoieised Ht-hiymition, jjiin and soiene^a m 
left eyeball. 

Clinical Rbmapkh — Aoreneis of the eyebaXh is> one of the 
most common and peiminent •fyraptoms of a£>ue, and usuilly pie 
ceeda an attack for 8e\eial days, this symptoms would be a good 
indication for the selection of this medicine. 

Face- — Sickly, sallow countenance ; flushed face ; redness of the 
cheeks, with dry skin ; pale face. 

Moutb- — Paleness of the mncons membrane of the mouth; 
tongue coated yellow ; white coated tongue ; sores in the cor- 
ners of the mouth; dryness of the throat ; soreness of the fauces 
with cataiTh, 

Appe(ite> — Insipid taste in the mouth; tastelessne^ of food. 
Want of appetite; distaste of food; nocturnal thirst for some- 
thing cold; thirst for cold water; desire for ice-cream; great 
appetite. 

Clinical Rbmabks. — When the Enpatoriam is taken in small 
doses for a few days, the appetite is Jia-st increased; a still farther 
continuance gives rise to unnatural hunger, accompanied by dis- 
orders of digestion, and finally to complete loss of appetite, and 
loss of taste tor food. This remedy is homceopathic to the canine 
hunger which attends or precedes ague ; also when arising ftom. 
abuse of quinine. It is also indicated (secondarily) in the loss of 
appetite and indigestion from the same causes. It will be found 
useful in many forma of dyspepsia, anorexia of drunkards, 
loss of appetite, etc. (See general effects.) 

Stomscli' — Belching of tasteless wind, with a feeling of obstruc- 
tion at the pit of the stomach ; sensation of something in the 
stomach that ought to come wp, without the ability to raise it. 
General shuddenng proceeding from the stomach; sensation of 
fiillness in the stomach; beating in the epigastrium — in the night ; 
heat in the stomach ; nausea ; nausea and vomiting of food ; 
vomiting of bile ; vomiting of mucus and bile ; vomiting of bUe 
with trmiilingy attended with pain in IM ^iffastrivm, with nauaea 
and extreme prostration, almost syncope ; distressing disposition 
to vomiting; nausea and vomiting with free perspiration, and 
expectoration ; qualmishness from odors, the smeU of food, cook- 
ing, etc. 

Clinicai. Remarks.— "When a watnn infusion or decoction of 
this plant ia administered, it invariably causes proi'uae and long- 
continued vomiting, nearly alwap of bile. Hence its reputation 
as a domestic remedy for bilious affections and fevers of that type. 
Its use is resorted to with a great deal of confidence in the forming 
stages.of a bllioua fever, and it seems to have the power of arrest- 
ing the attack. It is eminently homeopathic to vomiting of bile, 
of food, and even of drinks, as soon as taken. 

liyer.— Soreness around the waist; tight clothing is oppressive. 
Soreness and fullness in the region of the liver ; tightness in the 
left hypochondrium. 
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IntestinaL — Pnrging stools, with smarting and heat in the anus. 
Four or live watoiy stoola in the day; tenesmna, with small dis- 
charge of loose stool ; morniDg diarrhcea ; constipation. 

Clinical Remakks. — While the warm infasion causes vomiting 
only, the same preparation when taken cold acts as an active 
cathartic, causing profuse bUioua watery stools, with nausea and 
SBvei-e colic, prostration and relaxation. Catharsis is a primary 
effect of Eupatorium, constipation the remote, secondary. 

Uriniiry Organs. — Urine scanty and high colored ; copious 
evacuation of limpid nme ; dark, brown, scanty urine, depositing 
a whitish clay-like sediment ; voided hut once in twenty-four hours. 
Dark colored, but clear urine; itching of the mons veneris. 

Clinical Remaeeis. — It seems homceopathio to the dark colored 
urine met with in bihoua disordera ; also the watery urine observed 
during intermittents. It is said to have been very suceessfiil in the 
treatment of a peculiar herpetic eruption, affecting the anus and 
adjacent parts, aa the scrotum and thighs, and also extending its 
ravages to the rectum. 

Catarrhal SjmvtoniB- — Flowing coryza ; sneezing ; hoaiseness, 
with roughness in the voice; hacking cough in the evening; 
cough with soreness and heat in the bronchia ; cough aggravated 
in the evening. 

Clinical Remaeks.— The Eupat. per. has an extensive reputa- 
tion in colds, influenza, and catarrhal fevers. In domestic practice 
it is usually given in small doses of the warm infiiaion, and produces 
copious sweating. Some physicians consider it almost specific in 
colds, etc. In homceopathio practice, it has cured, in small doses: 
"Hectic cough from supposed intermittent fever; nocturnal loose 
cough; hoarse rough cough with scraping in the bronchia; vio- 
lent cough with soreness in tho chest; cough with flushed face 
and tearml eyes — the patient supports the chest with the hands ; 
cough preceding measles; cough following measles; disposition 
to cough with dyspnroa." The above are quite prominent symp- 
toms, and show this remedy to have quite a apecific action upon 
the bronchial mucous membrane. In eclectic practice it ia highly 
esteemed as a "cough remedy." 'Its effects on the respiratory 
tract, seems somewhat analogous to Phosphorus, Tartar emetic, and 
Cansticum, It has been found useful in epidemic influenza. (See 
General Effects.) 

Chest- — Diffieitlly of breathinff, attended with anxious counten- 
RDoe ; perspiration, and sleepiness ; painful irritation of the 
pulmonary organs with heat in the chest ; aching pain under the 
left breast; inability to iie on the left side; soreness in the cheat 
from taking a full inspiration; grating sensation in the chest at 
every deep inspiration. 

Clinicai. Kemakkb.— It has been used successfully in asthma, 
bronchitis and even pneumonia. It has given relief in a case when 
the " Dyspncea was very great, obliging the patient to lie with his 
head and shoulders very high," also the two symptoms italicized. 

Back. — Weakness m the small of the back ; deep seated pain 
in the loins, with soreness from motion ; pain in the back as from 
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atruise; beating pain in the napo of the neck; pain in back and 
lower extremities. 

Upper Dxtremltles. — SoreneBS and aching in the arms and fore- 
arms; stiffliess of the arms; painful soreness in both wrists, as if 
broken or dislocated; stifibesa of the fingers with obtuseness. of 
the sense of tench ; heat in the palms of the hands, sometimes 
with moisture. 

Lower Extremitlea. — Pain in a spot not larger than a pea, over 
the left hip, with soreness ; pain with extreme sensitiveness in the 
left glutei muscles, passing around in front of the trochanter major ; 
burnmg in the skin, on the inner side of the thighs of a female; 
flagging of the muscles of the left thigh, as if they were falling 
off the bone. The pains are worse from ten o'clock, a. m., until 
four o'clock, F, M. Pain and soreness of the upper part of the left 
loot, with increased sensibility of the left big toe ; the pain in the 
foot is increased by standing on it. Stiffness and general soreness 
of the Sower extremities when rising to walk ; calves of the legs 
feel as though they had been beaten ; soreness and swelling of 
both feet, when standing on them, in a gouty subject ; pain in the 
first joint of the left great toe, which suddenly moves to the 
oorresponing joint of the right one; pricking in the soles of the 
feet; aching pain in the rj^t lip, while sitting; lameness in the 
right hip and lower extremity, when walking; soreness and 
aching of the lower limbs; throbbing in the right foot; rheu- 
matic pains on the inside of the left knee; dropsical swelling of 
both feet and ankles ; heat in the soles of the feet in the morning. 

Clinical Rbmaeks, — Dr. Williamson considers it indicated in 
Rheumatic affections, accompanied by perspiration and soreness of 
the bones. Also in Gouty affections. It is said to have cured 
" Gouty inflanamation ol the left knee and right elbow.'' " Drop- 
sical swelling of both feet and ankles," also symptoms recorded 
above. 



EUPATORIUM PURPUREUI. 

{Queen of tite Msadow. Oravel root.) 

This plant, known all over the United States by the common 
names above given, grows abundantly in low wet ground. It Sow- 
era in August and September, and the root, which is the officinal 
portion, should be collected in the fall. The active j)rinciple, 
Muipatorine, or Mipwpurin, as it is sometimes called, is said to 
contain, in a great degi-ee, the medicinal properties of the root. 
Probably no plant has anch an extensive reputation among the peo- 
ple in diseases of the kidneys and bladder, and such a popularity 
must be found upon some reliable foundation. In an extensive 
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conntvy practice for many years, I found it itsed successfully in the 
most obstinate cases of dropsy, gravel (so-called) and chronic renal 
and vesical diseases. It is from th^e popular uses that the eclec- 
tic physician has gained his empirical knowledge of this remedy. 
It is decreed to he diuretic, stimulant, astringent, tonic, and anti- 
lithio. 

"There is no doubt but what this agent exerts a specific influ- 
ence upon the kidneys, increasing the quantity of mine secreted, 
and to some degree the amount of solids esereted in it. It has 
been employed ■ in atonic dropsies, chronic nephritis, catarrhvis 
v^ioffi, attended with ulceration ; chronic initation of the bladder, 
attended with increased mucous secretion. It has also been em- 
ployed in htematuria, gleet, le«corrh«Ba, and other forms of female 
weakness, rheumatism and gout, with success. It is a popular 
remedy in gravel, and said by some to possess solvent powers ; 
although we cannot award it any positive powers of that kind yet, as 
it increases the amount of water excreted, which is acknowledged 
to be the best solvent for stone, and always allays irritation of the 
bladder, we must consider it at least the equal of Uva ursi and 
Chimaphila. We have used the Mipurpurin, and consider it among 
our most efficient curative agents in diseases of the kidneys, blad- 
der, and ui-eLhra, In one case of marked albuminuria, when other 
agents had failed to produce any relief, the continued use of this 
remedy for two weeks entirely relieved the patient. In two cases 
of IHabetes insipidits, its ■ase was attended with the same results. 
We have also employed it in incontinence of terine, especially in 
children, with good effects. It is of the most importance, however, 
in allaying irritation of the Uddder ; in many casqs of this kind 
caused by diaplaoement or chronic inflammation of the uterus, or 
arising during, or after pregnancy, we have obtained more benefit 
from its use thEm from auy other agent." (Eclec. Mat. Med.) 

Dr. Kmg s^?: "It is used with excellent effect in dropsical 
affections, strangury, gravel, and all chronic urinary disorders, 
htematnri^'gout and rheumatism." 

It is in the class of diseases just named, that I know it to be more 
useful, I have known it to remove symptoms of the urinary 
organs, that had resisted the use of Canth., Cann., Copaiva, Pulsa- 
tUla and Thuya. My experience with this variety of Eupatorium 
has been quite extensive, and my observation of its use are equally 
so. It seems to be a close analogue of Uva arsi, Cannabis, Chima- 
phila, Pulsatilla, and Copaiva. I have known it, when taken exces- 
sively, as it ofl;en is by the country people, to materially aggi'avate 
renal difficulties, and even give rise to the very symptoms for which 
it is BO strongly recommended, and so really useful. To be more 
speeiiic, I have cured with this remedy a severe case of strangury, 
in a female, due to uterine displacement ; the usual remedies had 
been used without benefit. In a case of excessive irritation of the 
bladder, with large deposit of Uthates in the urine, it removed all 
tlie symptoms in a week. Several minor cases might bementloned. 
Next to Apocynum cann., I consider it the most powerful remedy 
!, for the alleviation, and even permanent curi " "^ 
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It is even superior to that medicine, /or its a«tion on the kidneys 
is of a more pervading and profound character, i. e,, it is capable of 
modifying the various tissues of those organs, to a greater degree 
than the Apooynum. One of the most intraetable cases of dropsy, 
due apparently to renal disease, that ever came under my care, I be- 
lieve to have been permanently cured by the tincture of this root. 
I usuallyuse the mother tincture, and lower dilutions ; a few drops 
at a dose, every two or six hours, a '■ ■ ■" 



EUPHORBIA COROLIATA. 

(^Go-Quick. MH/c-wctd, Spiirge.) 

Tills plant ia as yet but rarely iised in AUopathic or Homceopa- 
thic practice, but our Eclectic colleagues have made extensive trials 
with it in disease for many years, and thus indirectly given us some 
valuable pathogenetic hints. But, much as it is used by that school, 
their literature contains but little in its reference to therapeutic 
power. With physicians of thatsohool it aupersedea the use of Lobelia 
or Ipecac, as an emetic or diaphoretic ; and is substituted for the 
PodopbyUnm, Jalap, &c., as an aetive cathartic. But in the doses 
in which it is administered, it ia often prodnetive of unpleasant and 
even dangerous symptoms, and capable tof doing ranch injury to the 
gasti'ic mucous membrane. 

I have never administered it in disease, save in a strictly homoao- 
pathio manner, but I have experimented upon myself, testing the 
effects of the dried root in grain doses ; and I have often had op- 
portunities of observing its immediate and remote effects upon the 
persons of the patients of eclectics. 

The Euphorbia cor. belongs to the Nat. Ord. Euphorbiacefe, 
with the Euphorbia off., of Hahnemann ; and the Euphorbia 
ipecacuanha of American writers. There are two other varieties, 
the Euphor, macnlata, and E. hypericifolia but as their effects are 
quite different from the former, they cannot properly belong to the 
same group of remedial agents. 

The E. off., of which we have a proving by Hahnemann himself, 
is one of the most irritating and powerful agents known, in its ac- 
tion upon the skin and gastric mucous membrane. It is said to have 
an irritant effect upon the brain. It is seldom if ever used internal- 
ly by the old school, becanse of its severity of action. Its principal 
use is externally as a rubefacient or vesicant. Hahnemann, although 
he does not give a picture of its general effects upon the skin, men- 
tions its causing erysipelas of the fece of a severe character. But its 
real sphere of action is more like that of Croton tigiium, than any 
other drug. It causes a most intense inflammatory cezema, which 
often puts on an erysipelatous appearance. 
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In Hahnemann's proving, sufficient prominence is not given to its 
effects upon the stomach and intestines, although heigives a few of 
the symptoms indicative of its peculiar action in that direction. 
The E. Ipecacuaha has been used by American botanic physicians, 
and by the country people in domestic practice, for many years, as 
a prompt and easy emetic. It is the mildest of this class, causing 
free and eopioaa emesis and catharsis, with little pain, except when 
given in large doses. Yet the milky juice of this variety will, when 
applied to the skin, produce veacation and eczematous inflamma- 
tion. It is used by the eclectics as an emetic, diaphoretic, expec- 
torant, and epiapastic. They cidm that it is superior to Elatermm 
as a hydr^ogue in dropsy ; that it will bring on the menstrnal dis- 
charge when given in cathartic doaea ; and is useful in hepatic tor- 
por, bilious colic. &c. 

Probably it is not specifically indicated in any of these diseases 
bat may prove homceopathic to some form of eczema, gastric dis- 
order, with irritation of the mucous coat of the stomach and bow- 
els. But it ia the Euphorbia coroUata which I prefer to consider, 
as being the more powerful remedy, and perhaps more capable of 
attaining a position in our Materia Medica, by the side of the 
E.-off. This plant is incoiTectly termed by Wood, King, and other 
writers as the " large flowering spm'ge." In their botanical 
descriptions, the pecuTiarities of the different varieties are mingled 
together, so that I can nowhere find a correct description of the 
E.-Corollata. It grows in waste and sandy places all over Canada 
and the Northern States, flowering in July and August. It has 
several straight stems rising from a small yellowish root, which, 
when broken, yields a milky juice which irritates the skin when 
applied to it for a few minutes, creating a pustular eruption. The 
stalk contains the same juice, but of less strength. The bark of 
the root is the officinal part, and, together with the whole root, 
inodorous and tasteless! Its virtues are imparted to water and 
alcohol. The tinctttre of the powdered bark, or the bark itself, 
triturated with sugar or milk after the u^nal manner, is the beat 
method of preparation. Being destitute of taste, it is easily given 
to children, shoald it be necessary to use the lower triturations. 
Pellets saturated with the mother tincture, the first trituration or 
the strong tincture, or powdered bark, should be used m provings. 
Its action' on the system is intense and peculiar. It is called by 
the country people by the expressive name of Qo quick, referring 
to its quick and prompt action. I am indebted to Dr. A. R. 
Brown, of Litchfield, Mich., for many interesting facts relating to 
its action. It is considered by those who use it, as the most powei-- 
ful " revulsive agent " in their Materia Medica, in all cases of local 
congestion, especially of the lungs and head ; also in inflammation 
of the pleura, lungs and liver, and it is used as a substitute for 
bleeding and Calomel, Its admirers allege that it will oertMiily 
arrest the progress of the above affections in a few hours, and 
break up all simple fevers. This is of course erroneous, hut it 
reminds one of the Helleboriam of the ancients, so graphically 
described by Hahneniann. In fact no drug with which I am 
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acquainted so much resembles the Veratrum album. It will be seen 
that its near analogues are also Jatropha, Elaterium, CrotoQ-tig. 
Ai-senioum, Tartar-emetic, Verat. viride ; and will nndoabtedly 
prove as useful in practice. 

Dr. Brown, who has repeatedly tested the pure effects of the 
root upon his own person, thus describes the action. After taking 
the doae (twenty-five grains of the powdered root) and while ia 
good health no eifects were noticed for about one hour and a half, 
when suddenly, with no premonitory symptoms of pain, a distress- 
ing sense of deathly naasea set in, accompanied In a few minutes 
by fiuntness; then su^dea and powerful vomiting of,^rs( the food, 
etc., in the stomach, then of large quantities of water mixed with 
muoas, then clear fluid like rioe-water. In less than a minute after 
the vomiting commenced, great commotion in the bowels, followed 
immediately by copious watery evacuations, set in. This simalta- 
neous vomiting and diaiThcea continued for nearly an hour, at short 
intervals, or intermissions, all the while accompanied by great 
anxiety, a death-like sense of fiiintness and exhaustion ; cool-skin — 
covered with beaded sweat; cold hands, feet, and nose, and great 
weakness. In about two or three hours all these symptoms passed 
away, leaving only weakness as from hunger, no pain or distress, 
only a peculiar languor. During the height of its action the pnlse 
sank to forty. After taking fifty grains the effects were much 
naore intense, hot lasted only a little longer. It resembled more 
nearly a severe attack of sea-sickness, or cholera morbus, than any- 
thing the doctor could imagine. Taken in doses of two or three 
gi-ains every two or three hours, it causes languor, perspiration, 
and softness of the pulse. 

King (Dispensatory), says, "fifteen or twenty grains of the 
powdered root will excite emesis, rarely occasioning pains or 
spasms, and giving rise to very little previous nausea or giddiness. 
Four grMns given every three hours, will act as a diaphoretic. 
When g^ven in large doses it is apt to induce inflammation of the 
mucous coat of the stomach and bowels, with hyper- catharsis. It 
causes distressing nausea with prostration," 

Wood^ (Therapeutics, Vol, II, p. 442). It is not like Ipecac- 
uanha, safe in over doses, but when taken too largely acta with great 
hai-shnesa, causing much nausea, violet vomiting, hyperoatharsis, 
and symptoms of general prostration. Other medical writers speak 
of it in much the same manner ; but the most extended notice of 
its virtues which has yet appeared, is from the pen of Dr. Grover 
Coe, in a work on " Concentrated Organic Medicines." Were Dr. 
Coe a homceopathist, he would appear in a much better light in hia 
essay on remedial agents, as it is, he makes himself obscure and 
sometimes ridicutous, by seeking to account for the modus operandi 
of certain medicines, upon vague and theoretic gi-ouads, and by 
ignoring the law of Similia. 

Of Eiiphorhin, the oonoentrated prindple of the E.-corrolIata, 

he says ; " The Euphorbia is a reliable acquisition to our indigenous 

materia medica, and fulfills many important indications. In small, 

repeated doses it acts as a diaplioretio, inducing free perspiration, 

22 
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deterges the mucous coats of the stomach and boweia, stimwlates the 
functions of the liver, and corrects the tendency to coUiquative 
diarrhtBol disoharffes." {II) "When administered as an emetic, 
it will generally vomit withont exciting any prcvioas nausea, while 
at other times considerable prostration of the mnscniar system with 
lingering nausea will he observed; paleness of the countenance, 
and cool, moist state of the skin, from which, however, the patient 
rapidly recovers, as soon as the medicine has operated on the 
bowels." " We deem the Etiphorbia one of the most powerful 
and at the same time, safest revulsive remedies that can be admin- 
istered for the relief of cerebral congestions. It excites powerfully 
the absorbent and venous systems, and is therefore frequently em- 
ployed for the removal of dropsical effusions, removing them when 
other means fail." [This is all vagae theory. It acts similarly to 
the Elaterium.] 

After stating pretty fully its irritating action on the mucous 
coat of the stomach and bowels, this author, strangely enough, goes 
on to say : " We have found the Euphorbin of much ability in the 
treatment of cholera infantum, diarrhroa, and dysentery. (!) It seems 
to exercise a peculiar control over the glandular sfcractare of the 
intratinal canal, coiTeoting and giving tone to the actioo of the 
secreting vessels, and promoting the assimilation of nutritious 
matters, AH of which is mere nonsense. It acts by virtue of its 

Eower to cause amilar pathological conditions in healthy pei-sons. 
s it not strange that allopathic writers should labor so hard to 
cover up the real action of drugs, when the actual law of their 
remedial action is so apparent to every sensible mind ? With 
a full knowledge of its power to cause " hypercatharsis with 
inflammation of the bowels, cramps, and vomiting," he says : 
'' We (I) have administered it in cases of cholera iorantum, when 
the alvine discharges were watery, copious, and offensive, and had, 
as the result of its operation, well-digested stools without fcetor," 
Thea, to gloss this, to him incomprehensible power, he resorts 
to unworthy special pleading, thus : "We have been unable to 
discover that the Euphorbin acts aa a special irritant upon the 
bowels, but, on the contrary, esteem it as a corrector of irritation," 
(In small doses.) " Oar observations of its operation have led us 
to the conclusion that the irritation sometimes observable is the 
result of an increased activity on the part of the eliminating vessels 
of the alimentary canal, and the consequent depurition or certain 
morbid and acrid materials from the blood, which being brought in 
contact with the mucous surfaces, constitute an extraneous cause of 
excitement." This language reminds one of the obscure and foggy 
reasoning that our medical grandfathers indulged in a few centuries 
ago— a jargon of unmeaning phrases. 

The Eupborblum-cor, causes, like the Verat.-alb. and its 
analogues, a decided and profound depression of the vitality 
of the nerves of the stomach and bowels, and an utterly relaxed 
condition of the intestinal capillaries. It induces a patholog- 
ical and pathogenetic state, which presents a picture resem- 
bling with wondertul fidelity cholera morbus, cholera infantum, 
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colliquative diatAcea, Bea-siekness, and many other forms of lesion 
affecting the digestive tube. It may act in large doses as a direct 
local irritaat, in the same manner as Tailrar-emetic ; for the juice oi 
the root will produce vesication and pustules upon the skin, and 
perhaps upon the mucous membrane. But it certainly possesses a 
dynamic power, which exerdses a profound influence through the 
medium of the nei-vee. 

Fathogeneais. — A resume of the symptoms after Hahnemann a 
method would be as follows : 

Head, Ac— Vertisjo ; Swimming in the head, with faintness, 
dimness of sight, and prostration ; everything seems to be whirl- 
ing around ; vertigo, withji-inging in the ears; be fears he is going 
to die ; death-like sensation, with anxiety of mind ; no desire to 
live unless relief comes soon. 

Olgestlve Tract! Jic.— Burning in the mouth and on the tongue 
after taking the dry powder; vesicles on , the lips and tongue 
after taking the fresh root ; sudden nausea one hour after taking 
the powder, followed in a few minntes by sudden and forcible 
vomiting and diarrbcea of watery (rice-water) fluid, with sinking, 
anxious feelinj^ at the stomach, faintness, slow and week pulse j40), 
cool sldn, cool hands and feot, which become afiected with pamfiil 
cramps; profuse ooUiquative discharges from the bowels, like the 
evacuations in cholera, with painful spasms of the intestines; cold 
sweat on the body and extremities ; spasms of the legs and feet. 

Pathology-— I had intended to make some experiments on ani- 
mals, with the view of showing its pathological effects upon the 
mucous membranes of the stomach and bowels, but have been una- 
ble to devote the necessary time. I hope to present the profes- 
sion with the results of such experience soon. This article is pub- 
lished to call the attention of my colleagues to this important 
remedy, and ask their assistance in perfecting its pathogenesis. If 
we may be allowed to judge from analogy, we cau safely affirm that 
its physiologico-patholoj^cal effects are similar to those caused by 
the Elaterium, Verat. alb. and viride, Jatropba curcas., and perhaps 
Aconite. 

Clenical Remakes. — ^Thia remedy is perfectly homteopathic, 
judging from its pathogenetic symptoms and its known effect in 
disease, to many morbid conditions of the digestive tube; many seri- 
ous and severe diseases of the stomach and bowels, as well as some 
affections of the liver, kidneys, and skin. In some forms oiaphthm, 
accompanied by vomiting or diarrbcea, and that condition of the 
alimentary mucous membrane characterized bv iny aphthous 
exudation extending from the mouth to the anus jThis condition is 
often seen in children and nursing women, and vulgarly known as 
" thrush." In this affection I should advise the lowei dilution? of 
the tincture of the plant. After this, Hydrastus,'! Rhus vemix. 
Borax, and Arsenicum or Tartar-emetic may be tiied. In weakly 
subjects Phosphoric and Sulphuric acids will prove useful. Chlorate 
of Potash is an admirable remedy in some cases. Sea-sickness and 
the severe vomiting of pregnancy will be benefitted by the medium 
dilntioDS of the tincture of the dried root. It is useful in the 
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vomiting wliich arises from fright, over iudulgCKce in ices, fruits, 
etc^ or from the eifects of a«rid matters in the stomach, such aa 
large doses of Ipecac, Antimony, Lobelia, etc. In cholera morbus 
and cholera mfani)um we have abimdant proof of ita utility. I 
have known it to cure these affections after the usual remedies had 
entirely failed. In such conditions, if the evacuations be add in 
theii' nature, the acidity should be corrected by small quantities of 
Carb, soda or Magnesia, otherwise the prompt curative effects of 
the Etiphorbium will not appear. This is a point too often ignored 
by homffiopathic physicians. Hahnemann tanght that these chemi- 
cally altered conditions of the fluids were the result of actual a<;id 
fermentation of the contents of the stomach and intestines, and 
must be met by remedies which act in a chemical manner. Many 
remedies, apparently well chosen, will not act beneficially in such 
conditions, but act promptly upon its removal, the acid in such 
cases jmtidoting, perhaps destroying, its medicinal principle. In 
acute enteritis, gastritis, and other inflamnaatory diseases of the 
gastric and intestinal mucous membranes, I should consider it 
admirably indicated, if the othei' symptoms correspond. In toxical 
doses it undoubtedly canses active inflammation of their structures, 
and then, instead of watery evacuations, we may have mucous and 
bloody discharges, accompanied by pain and tenesmus. In these 
diseases the higner dilutions would be preferable. The colliquative 
diarrhma of consumptive and typhoid patients may be benefited by 
this remedy, as also those obstinate chronic diarrhceas which are 
prevalent among soldiers in camps, and are probably caused by bad 
food and worse water. It will undoubtedly prove useful in many 
of the diseases of children, such as sympathetic or irritative fever,^ 
worm fever ; in fiict, all febrile action when caused by irritation of 
the bowels. Dr. Coe says : " We value it exceedingly in the treat- 
ment of the indigestion of children, and for the removal of all that 
train of symptoms which is usually supposed to indicate the pres- 
ence of worms. These are: loss of appetite, or it may be variable, 
voracious at times, and none at others; furred tongue; feverish- 
ness ; fffitid breath ; bloating of the stomach ; constipation, or, on 
the contrary, a troublesome diarrhcea; emaciation; peevishness; 
wakefulness, etc." In such cages I had the best effects from the 
first decimal trituration of the root-bark, or the third trituration of 
the Euphorbin. But Santonine is the most reliable specific. Finally, 
it may prove useful in some of the exanthemas, such as ecaema, 
pustular ring-worm, erysipelas, and milk-crust of children when asso- 
ciated with diarrhcea. I do not know whether its internal administra- 
tion will cause its peculiar effects on the sUiu ; my experiments were 
not carried far enough to tost the matter.. We may safely suppose 
however, that it may thus act, similarly to Croton, Rhus, and 
Tartar-emetic. In all affections of the slun, its external use as a 
lotion. Cerate, or Glycerole should accompany ita external admin- 
istration. I earnestly solicit a trial of its remedial virtues in the 
above mentioned diseases ; and careful provinge on healthy 
persona, and the lower animals. 
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eELSEirifUM SEMPERTIEEMS. 

{Yelhv! Jessamine.) 

The Root is the officinal part, nnd yields its virtues to water 
and alcohol, 

Desceiptiok. — This plant is likewise known by the name of 
Field Jessamine, aud Woodbine; it is the Bignonia S&mpervirent 
(A LinnEcns, and the Gdseminum nitidum of Michanx and Pureh. 
It is named the Gelsemiwm nitidum by some authors. It has a 
twisting, smooth, glabrous stem, with opposite, perennial lance- 
olate, entire leaves, which are dark above, pale beneath, and which 
stand on short petioles ; theflow^s ai-e jellow, having an agreeable 
but rather narcotic odor, and stand on axillary peduncles ; the 
calyx \s very small, with five sepals; the corolla is funuel-foml 
with a spreading border, and five lobes nearly equal; stamem fiYe; 
pistils two ; capsule two-celled, compressed, flat, two-partible ; 
seeds flat, and attached to the margins of the valves. The berries 
are black. 

This is one of the most beautiful climbing plants of our 
Southern States, ascending lofty trees, and forming festoons from 
one tree to another, and in its flowering season, in the early spring, 
GceutJng the atmosphere with its delicious odor. On aocount of 
its gorgeous yellow flowers, and the rich perfume which they 
impart, as well as the deep shade it affords, it is extensively culti- 
vated in the gardens of the South as an ornamental vine. It grows 
in the North as an exotic. It begins to blossom about the first of 
March, and its blossoming season lasts until the end of May. The 
root is several ieet in length, with scattered fibres, and varies from 
two to three lines in diameter, to nearly two inches. The internal 
part of the root is woody, and of a light yellowish color, the 
external part or bark, in which the medicinal virtues are said prin- 
cipally to reside, is of a light snuff color, and from half a line to 
three lines in thickness, 

A vine, the root of which is sometimes gathered for the G-elsem- 
minum, resembles it very much in appearance, though it is of a 
lighter color, and the outer bark is covered with white specks or 
marks somewhat similar to those on young cherry or peacb limbs, 
and the lower part of old vines become rough and have small ten- 
drils that fasten upon the bark of trees, and which ai'e never seen 
on the Gelseminum, The bark of the vine is also more brittle, and 
the leaves are always on long footstalks, which are opposite, at the 
end of which are two opposite leaves, almost exactly resembling the 
Aristoiochia Serpentaria, The root is almost white, very tough, 
straight, and about the same length of the medicinal root, and has 
a slightly bitter, disagreeable nauseous taste. I never saw any of 
the flowei-8, though they are s^d to resemble the others in shape, 
but are snowy white, with a sUght, unpleasanfi odor. The vino 'm 
called the White Poison Vine and White Jessamine. 

I am thas particular in giving a con-eot description of this 
plant, in order that there shaB be no mistake about the matter. 
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HonuBopatliic pharmaceutists, above all others, sbould be scrupu- 
lously careful to prepare the medicines we use in their utmost 
purity. The Gelseminum, more than any other vegetable remedy, 
demands the most careM preparation. It is not known to me 
■whether the leaves possess any medicinal qualities. But I should 
suppose from analogy that they possess as much comparitive power 
as the leaves, etc., of Aconite, or Veratrnra viride. The tincture 
made from the flowers is comparatively inert, 

ToxicoLoaiCAL Efpectb. — We do not find any well authenticated 
report of any case of fatal poisoning from the use of Gelseminum, 
and do not know therefore what pathological changes it produces in 
the human body. 

Case 1. — This is said by King to be the first known case of 
poisoning by Gelseminum; and that by it, the plant was -first 
brought into notice. "A planter on the Missisidppi, while laboring 
under a severe attack of bilious fever, which resisted all the usual 
remedies, sent a servant into his garden to procure a certain medi- 
cinal root and prepare an infusion of it for him to drink. The serv- 
ant by mistake collected another root, (the Yellow Jessamine,) 
and gave an inftision of it to his master wno, shortly after swallow- ' 
ing some of it, was seized with the following — 

Symptoms. — Complete loss of moscular power ; was unable to 
move a limb, or even to raise his eyelids, although he could hear, 
and was cognizant of circumstances transpiring around him. His 
friends, greatly alanned, collected around him, watching the result 
with much anxiety, and expecting every minute to see him breathe 
his last. After some hours he gradually i-eoovered, and was 
astonished to find that his fever had left him." — {King's Bisp.) 

In this case no treatment was reported to have been given, yet 
the man recovered perfectly, besides being rid of an obstinate fever. 
No one can compare the above symptoms with those of Catalepsy, 
without remai'king the striking resemblance. It ought to prove a 
specific fgr that malady. 

Case 2. — Several deck hands of a steamer on the Mississippi 
river, tapped a barrel of tincture Gelseminum which they supposed 
to bo whisky. All who drank of it were more or less affected. 
The symptoms were about the same as in case 1. It was reported 
that two' out of these three died, but Dr. H. H. Hill, who was 

g resent, says they were saved by the employment of Quinine and 
apsicura in large doses, aided by external stimulation. 
Hg makes the following report of these cases : " In the sum- 
mer of 1853, late in June or early in July, I had five barrels of 
tincture of Gelseminum shipped from Vicksburg, Mississippi, The 
boat grounded on a sand bar on the Ohio river near night. I hap- 
pened to see the barrels on deck, they having been taken out of the 
hold in shifting freight. I requested the mate to have the barrels 
lowered again as they contained medicine, and it was not safe in 
case the hands should get at them. The next morning another 
boat made its appearance, and the captain told us we had better 
get aboard of that boat jw it was of light draught. As we were 
getting aboard, 1 heard two physicians say to the captain that 
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some of his men had been drinking alcohol or some poiaon, and two 
or three of them were about dead. They told the captain to 
^ve them an emetic. Being well convinced what they had been 
drinking, I told him not to do so, as they were already too much 
relaxed, and that thoy needed stimulants. During the night 
they had opened a barrel and drawn a bucket full, as I learned 
from the men, and had drank it from tin cups, it was supposed 
from half a pint to a pint each. They looked very much like 
dead men, their eyes were closed; circulation very feeble; no 
pulse perceptible ; and breathing so low that it could hardly be 
perceived at all. Two of the men were taken on board the 
other boat and the other three were left. I went up the river 
with the two men and gave them stimulants, and in less than 
two hours they were able to walk. They recovered. When I 
got to Louisville, I learned that there was a statement in the 
Louisville Journal that it was supposed that the three men who 
were left behind were dead, they having been left in an apparently 
dying condition. Some three days afterwards the boat got up, and 
another statement appeared in the paper that stimulants had been 
given to them and they had recovered." 

Case 3, — A lady aged 24, suffering from Typhoid Pneumonia, 
took ten drops of Ttacture Gelseminum ; in an hour eleven more ; 
and in two hours after twelve drops. Shortly afterwards appeared 
the following — 

Symptoms.— ^\i& could not see any one in the room, although 
persons stood close by the bed. Her eyes were wide open, pupils 
dilated, pulse regular and full, skin natural and healthy in color, 
feet and hands cold. She seemed to know all that was going on ; 
described her symptoms ; said she felt faint ; felt as though her 
blood had ceased circulating and that her head felt very light, 

Treatment. — She was given a teaspoonful of Aromatic spirits of 
Ammonia in water, and repeated in fifteen minutes. At the expi- 
ration of half an hour she said she fdt perfectly well, complained of 
no pain whatever; the fever was subdued, and in. four days she 
was quite able to rise from her bed. — (Dr. iMngren, of FranJcKn, 

jf. a.) 

Case 4. — Dr. B ■, a practicing physician in one of the 

upper counties in Georgia, while suffering from a severe nervous 
toothache, took what he guessed was about thirty drops of the 
tincture. 

Symptoms. — In ten minutes he said, "I cannot see you." His 
eyes were wide open, pupil dilated ; pulse eighty to nioety. Ho 
attempted to walk, and staggered like one intoxicated. (He was 
immediately given a dose of Ipecac, as an emetic). He wrote with 
a pencil on paper, for he <:-oa\d not speak, " I am very sick ; wish 
to vomit but cannot." In a few moments he vomited, but the 
discharge passed through the nostrils. His bands and feet became 
icy cold, pulse regular, eighty to ninety. 

I¥eatraent. — Warm bricks were applied to his feet, hia hands 
and ankles were chafed ; strong Aqua ammonia was placed to hia 
nose and upon his chest. In au hour he was able to speak. The 
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next he complained of being very faint ; took aromatic spirits of 
Ammonia, and the nest day rode home a distance of twenty-thvee 
miles. It is needless to say the toothache left him — [Ib.l 

Case 5. — A convict in the N, H. State Prison swallowed one- 
and-a-haif ounces of the flnid extract, with intent to poison him- 
self, The effects were, great prostration, nausea and vomiting, dila- 
ted pnpits, inability to speak or move, coldness of the surface, feeble 
pnlae, etc. The effects passed o^ with propei' antidotes, in about 
twenty-four hours,— (i)j'. Pattee, in TUclert's Journal.) 

In this case we observe nausea and vomiting, which is a rare 
effect of the drag. 

Case 6, — " In one ease a lad of twenty-seven years of age 
swallowed six fluid drachms of the tincture without any permanent 
injury." — (Dr. King.) 

Antidotes. — Unless the person is seen immediately after the 
drug is taken emetics, it is, said, ai-e not safe or advisable, on 
account of the additional prostration they may cause. In fact none 
but the most stimulating emetic substances would have any effect 
upon a stomach paralyzed by a large dose of Gelseminum. Proba- 
bly the best emetic remedy is mustard, a teaspoonful of the ground 
seed in half a cup of warm water. Ammonia is a valuable anti- 
dote to the prostrating effects of the drug, as also are Quinine, 
Capacum, and Brandy. Dr. King states that a piece of common 
coarse salt, about the size of a pea, chewed and swallowed, will 
produce a restoration in iive or ten minutes in many instances, A 
spoonful of salt and water may be given, if the patient be too weak 
or insensible to chew it. Electro-Magnetism ig a powerful antidote 
to its paralyzing influence. In bad cases it should be perseveringly 
used. A strong preparation of Xanthoxylum would prove a reli- 
able stimulating antidote. The HomiBOpathio antidotes against the 
primary symptoms of prostration, etc., are Aconite, Verat. viride, 
Verat. alb., Arsenicum album, Secale, Chloroform, Carbo veg. and 
China. Against its specific effects on the head and eyes. Opium, 
Bellad., Stram,, Hyoa., Agar., and Spig. are indicated in small 
quantities. The proper antidotes to its secondary symptoms, con- 
vulsive, spinal, etc., are Nux vom., Ign., jEbcuIus g., Cuprum, 
Agai-, and jSSthnsa. The warm bath, mustard to the extremities, 
and cool applications to the head and apine would be valuable palli- 
ative means. 

Genkrai, Effects, on the Nbevous System-— A^ruea of Sen- 
sation. — Gelseminum does not exert the decided and specific effect 
upon the nei-ves of sensation that we witness from the effects of 
Aconite, It causes none of the numbness, tingling, prickling and 
crawhug sensations which mark the action of that poison. 

Thcpam* which may he caused by Gelseminum are not, in my 
opinion, caused by a primary affection of the nerves of sensation, 
but depend upon a certain morbid condition of the nerves of mo- 
tion. Such pains are caused by cramp-like contractions of muscles 
and tendons, constricting certain nerves or blood-vessels, or they 
may arise as in case of Aconite from irritation of the eauglionic 
nerves, about the bloOd- vessels— many are probably congestive in 
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tiieirnature,likethepaiiia in tbe head and eyes. In pure Neuralgia, 
this remedy can be of but little service; although it may be very 
useful in removing many consensual symptoms, sach as excessive 
nervous irritation, drawing and twitching of the muscles of the 
affected parts, etc. Dr. Douglas, however, declares that "A 
majjority of all cases of Neuralgia will be promptly relieved by 
Gelseminam but it sometimes requires to be given in pretty large 
doses,, repeated every half hour till the pain is relieved." He 
says: "My experience does not perfectly coincide with your 
remark upon tlie action of the Gelseminum upon the nerves 
of sensation. It does not, certainly, 'cause the numbness, ting- 
ling, prickling and crawling sensations' of Aconite, but in my indi- 
vidual experience, it caases the pains. In my own provings, I 
have frequently experienced a successioa of aoute, sudden, darting 
paina evidently running along single nerve branches in almost every 
part of the body and limbs, sometimes so sudden and acute as to 
make me start. At one lime a quick succession of these acute 
sudden pains coursed down the outside and front of the tibia for 
over half an hour, leaving a line of considerable tenderness marking 
its track. These pains which seemed clearly neuralgic, gave me 
the palpable indication for its employment in this disease. And it 
has certainly been successful. But while it has promptly cured 
some distressing cases of neuralgia, in which Aconite had been fully 
tried without benefit, there have occurred some other cases in 
which it has failed and Aconite has succeeded. What ia the 
explanation of this? If we suppose that in some cases of this 
disease there exists a leil intiimmitory state of the nei"ve, 
and in othere a mere excess of sensitiveness, the explanation 
is easy; Aconite cures the first, and Gelseminum the last." Dr. P. 
P. Wells, says, "we feel warranted in predicting that the class of 
fevers to which Gelseminum wilt be found related, is that based on 
blood dyacrasia, with a tendency to decomposition of its hfeniatine 
and globules, or to fevers of a miasmatic origin, which Aconite 
seldom or never is." 

Keroes of motion. — Gelseminum, like Nnx vomica, Angustura, 
^sculua, Ignatia and Strychnia, does primarily affect the nerves of 
motion, but in an opposite manner. It depresses and paralyses 
these nerves which they excite and irritate. But while the action 
of Gelseminum differs from that of Strychnia in this respect ; in 
another it affords a remarkable resemblance. Both cause hyper- 
temia of the spinal marrow, which may increase to actual engorge- 
ment or extravasation. This condition is not brought about as 
soon by Gelseminum as by Nux vomica, but the condition when 
obtained has very nearly the same results. But while the active 
congestion of the spina] marrow caused by Nux vomica, ia 
accompanied by an exalted and tense state of the motor nerves, 
even to tetanic spasm; the passive congestion of Gelseminum is 
accompanied by a paralytic or debilitated state of those nerves, or 
a condition exactly opposite to tetanua. Gelsomiiium may cause 
death by prostrating and exhausting primarily the enei'gies and 
vital power of the nerves of voluntary and involuntary motion. 
23 
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While Strychnia, Nux vomica, etc., would prodace death from 
the same cause, but the fatal prostration would be secon- 
dary; the exhaustion being preceded and caused by the 
primary irritation and spaamodio action of those nerves, 
Geiseminum may also cause death by congestion and apoplexy of 
the brain and spinal marrow. Nux, Ignatia and Strychnia may also 
cause death by producing such a congested condition of the spinal 
cord and ita membraiiea as to lead to fatal hemorrhage into those 
important tissues, 

Clinioai. Rbmaekb. — The primary homtBOpathicity of Gelsemi- 
nam to paralysis from loss of motion will be discussed in other 
places. Its use in very many forms of Oonvtilsions may here be 
alluded to. The other schools of medicine, viewing this drug as 
apowerful anti-spasmodic, would see it indicated in nearly all forms 
of convulsions. It has been used in both clonic and tonic spasms ; in 
Epilepsy, Chorea, Hysteria, etc. I gave it in one case of severe 
Hysterical Epilepsy, a young girl after suppressed menses had 
attacks every evening, lasting an hour or two, during which time 
BO severewaa the spasm of the glottis that asphyxia seemed really 
impending. The attacks had been every day ibr two weeks. Five 
drops of the tincture were given at three and again at sis, p, m. 
At seven, the usual hour, no spasms appeared, and did not return 
until the next menstrual period, when the remedy had no effect; and 
Asafcetida, in one grain doses, evei'y four hours was resorted to, 
which brought on the menses and cured the spasms. I have treated 
many cases of Hysteria from various causes with Geiseminum, and 
I know of none more generally useful. 

Eclectic writers elmmco have cured cases of Chorea with Gei- 
seminum. In the three cases treated by me, one recovered, one was 
benefitted, and one, a case of years continuance, soonied to be 



1 Tetanus, it would seem to be one of the most powerful anti- 
pathic remedies, yet I cannot find a single recorded ease treated 
with this remedy. After testing the medicines homtBOpatbic to the 
disease, like Nux Voraioa, Ignatia, Aconite, etc., I should resort to 
the Geiseminum with a good deal of confidence. We know that it 
produces its peculiar prostrating effects, even to an extreme degree, 
without causing any local lesion. Kow it often happens that no 
material traces of disease can be discovered either in the brain 
and spinal marrow of persons who have died of Tetanus. Dr. Gerhard 
declares that of the twelve cases he examined no lesion whatever 
could be detected. Some of the secondary symptoms of Geisemi- 
num strongly resemble this disease. Some months after writing 
the above, we have the following report from Dr. O. G. Strong "I 
tried the Gel. two weeks since, in a severe case of Tetanus. 1 gave 
ten drops of the mother tincture, fifteen minutes apart. After the 
third dose, the spasmodic action entirely ceased, and the patient 
recovered. It produced the most satisfactory specific action of any 
remedy I ever tried in such a case." 

In Hydrophohia, also, no appearances have been found which 
could account for the fatality of the disease. In this terrible malady, 
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Gelsemitinm. ought to be found useM if not curative. In material 
doses, it relaxes all the muscles, calms the fury of nervous excite- 
ment, relaxes the glottis and prevents spasms. Why should it not 
be valuable in Hydrophobia? The spasms in this disease aro brief 
and clonic, similar to the secondary ones of Gelseminuta. The 
circulation is much disturbed (excited). A dog killed with it 
could not drint while under its influence. Were I to become 
hydrophobic, I should take G-elseminum and "await the end,'' 

Since writing the above, several of my colleagues have reported 
to me cures of spasmodic croupin children, made with Gelseminum, 
used according to my suggestion. I have no doubt bat it will 
prove an invaluable remedy in that malady, named by Wood — 
^'Infantile Spaam of the GloUis.'' It is known in medical works 
under the name of Laryngismus stridulous. Asthma of Millar, etc. 
The essential nature of the disease is a general morbid excitability 
of the nervous system, directed especially to the muscles of the 
glottis, which contract spasmodically. It has been sMd to arise 
from irritation or inflammation of the cervical portion of the spinal 
marrow, (that portion most irritated by Gelseminum) the presence 
of worms in the intestines, etc. From whatever cause it may 
arise, the Gelseminum, if not a curative remedy, properly, will be 
a valuable palliative, used in drop doses of the first dilution or 
mother tincture, frequently repeated; it must procure relief in the 
majority of cases, while during the intermediate time, it should be 
alternated with Bell., Hyos., Ars., or Moschus. 

Mnsculnr System. — The most prominent of all the effects of 
Gelseminum is to induce a profound and intense prostration of the 
whole muscular system. Its effects are first manifested on the 
voluntary muscles, afterwards on the involuntary, No remedy so 
suddenly and surely destroys the tone of muscular structure; but 
it acts not by causing any disintegration or disorganization, bat 
by impairing the vitality of those nerves which supply it with life. 
This property of Gelseminum can be made subservient to the phy- 
sician in many ways. 

In oases of obstinate tonic convulsions and cramp-like rigidity, 
full doses, sufficient to bring the muscular system under its patho- 
genetic action, will promptly remove such morbid conditions. There 
is no danger in this method of administering the remedy, for one 
of the peculiarities of its action is, that there is no permanent injury 
done to the tonicity of muscular structure, unless its use is long 
persisted in, and wantonly abused. In this respect it acts wonder- 
fully like chloroform. 

Like chloroform, it will be found very useful to the Surgeon, 
when in cases of dislocation or tiicture, reduction is lendered 
difficult or impossible by a rigidity of the musi,lea of the part In 
such cases the system may be brought under its influence very 
readily. It does not, however, give that in<iensibihty to pain which 
is the prominent effect of chloroform 

It is freely used by some ob^tetiician" m cases of i igidity of the 
OSJUterij or external parts King advices it m ill siti-h cisei as 
being much superior to Lobelia, as well as pie ai ante i , is it does 
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not nauseate nor cause that sense of deathly prostration so peculiar 
to that drug, I have nsed it successfully in such cases, as well at 



for those severe spasmodic pains which sometimes come on in labor. 
In such instanceB it must be given in appreciable doaes, of five, tea 
or fifteen drops, repeated if required; a slight dimness of sight is a 
good indication that the remedy is acting. 

I>r. Moore, of Illinois, reports to me, relative to the curative 
action of Gelsemenum in muscular pain (Myalgia), from great over 
exertion. He stated that after a day's fatiguing walking, such as 
usually laid htm up with lameness and stiffiiess for several days, 
he took thirty drops of a common tincture of Gelseminnm. In half 
an hour the peculiar weakness and pains in the limbs and muscles 
were ameliorated, and he shortly fell asleep. In the morning, 
much to his aiii'prise, he awoke feeling as comfortable aa though he 
had not walked so unusually the day before. He bad no lameness 
or soreness, as usual^ This case illustrates the specific affinity of 
Gelseminura for the motor nerves and the voluntary muscles under 
their control. It should prove one of the best remedies for acute 
Myaigia which we possess, 

Tascnlar Systefii— -Sea*"* and ^rferies.— Pulse frequent, soft, weak, 
— sofeebleaa tobesoraetimesimperceptible; fluttering pulse ; pulse 
fall 120 ; pulse slow and full, or slow and soft ; sensation as though 
the blood had ceased to circulate; pulse reduced from 113 to 35 
in twelve hours ; heart's action slow and feeble ; the beats of the 
heart cannot be felt; the action of the heart and aileries much 
depressed, with cold bands and feet, chills and pain in the head. 
—{Dtmglm)^ 

Dr. P. P. Wells (Amer. Horn. Review, Vol. 4 p. 84,) states 
that from the twelfth dilution he had the following spmptoms: 
"A peculiar irregular action of the heart which had never been 
expci-ienued before; this was a sensible motion of the heart as though 
it had attempted its beat, which it failed fully to accomplish, and the 
pulse then each time intermitted ; this occurred at irrcgulr intervals, 
and more frequently when in repose than when in motion, the worst 
and most frequent attacks being in the evening and worst of all on 
lying down in bed when retiring for the night, and these attacks 
aggravated by lying on the left side." These symptoms lasted 
ei^t or ten days. Dr. Ftnke stated to me that he experienced 
similar symptoms fi'om a higher dilution. In Philadelphia, Dr. 
Lippe, Henry and others are using the Gelseminnm in the thirtieth, 
two hundredth and one thousandth potencies, with appai-ent good 
results ; I notice this fact however, that they find these high 
attenuations curative for the primary sm-ploma of the medicine. 

Clinioai. Remarks. — In diseases of the heart, particularly in 
those b which the chief indication is to diminish the action of that 
orga.n, Gelserainum will be found a valuable remedy. In some 
forms of functional derangement it will often effect a cure. In ma- 
terial doses it will alleviate those cases of excessive action of the 
heart from plethora, congestion, neuralgic or rhenmatic irritation, 
or hysteric palpitation. 

Like Aconite and Veratrum viride, Gelseminnm is i 
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patfcio or curative in any organic affections of the heart ; but like the 
above named remedies and Digitalis, it ia a very valuable auxiliary 
in the treatment of those maladies. 

It is an excellent palliative in those troublesome eymjitoms which 
affect the head and eyes during the progress of heart disease, Tha 
sensation of fulness, heaviness, giddiness, throbbing, jerkingj etc., 
the dimness of eight, and other amaurotic eymptoms,are admirably 
met by small doses of Gelseminum or iw resinoid. 

Fever. — Within a few minutes, sometimes within two or threej a 
marked depression of pulse, which becomes ten, fifteen or twenty 
beatsless in the minute, if quiet, but greatly disturbed by movement ; 
chilliness, espedally along the back ; preseive pain in the head, most 
generally of the temples, sometimes in the occiput, at others over 
the head. The chilliness is soon followed by a glow of heat and 
prickling of the skin, and quickly succeeded by perspiration, which is 
sometimes profuse and disposed to be persistent, continuing from 
twelve to twenty-four hours. Aa soon as the reaction takes place 
after the chill the pulse rises as much above the normal standard as 
it was before depressed below it. With these symptoms is a puify, 
swollen look, and feeling of fulness of the eyelids, slimy and disagree- 
able or bitter taste in the month, languid feeling in the back and 
limbs and sleepin^s, — {D&uglas.) Febrile chilliness, cold extremi- 
ties, especially the feet, heat of head, and face with headache ; pulse 
uniformly depressed and rendered less frequent with chilliness, cold 
feet, heat and pain -of the head,— (ffi^Wa Jahr.) Have felt chilly 
all daj', partioulai'iy in the morning. This statement regarding the 
pulse IS erroneous, I have found that in both men and animsSs, it 
often increased the rate and frequency oi the pulse. Sometimes 
even the volume of the pulse seemed increased, but generally it is 
diminished. An explanation of this phenomenon will be found in 
the par^raph " Head.^^ Derangement of drculation as shown in the 
fluctuationsof the pulse from seventy to 120; chilliness with vertigo; 
headache and coated tongue; cold extremities; inclination to "hug 
the fire,'' with chills following each other in rapid succession from 
sacrum to base of occiput. — {Dr. F. L. Yincmt.) 

Dr. M. E. Ltzarus, a well known painstaking prover, could not 
get any such prominent symptoms as recorded by Dr. Douglas. He 
however experienced a languor, with inclination to sti'etch, some 
slight chilliness, with feeble flashes of heat. He suggests that per- 
haps Dr, Douglas is very snseeptiblo to the action of Gelseminum. 
My impression would be the same, as I have given it to healthy pei-- 
souB, in all manner of doses, yet never heard any one mention such 
decisive symptoms as those of Dr. Douglas. Still it is undoubtedly 
primarily homceopathio to the pathological conditions upon which 
all real chills depend ; and secondarily homoeopathic to febrile con- 
ditions or the reaction which follows those conditions. In this 
respect it is soraewnat similar to Aconite, and others of the same 
group. But it is only a general, not a particular resemblance. 

Dr. J, S, Douglas says : — " Ton and Dr, Lazarus remark that you 
have not been able to elicit such mai'ked symptoms in your provings 
aa were experienced by me. The symptoms particularly referred 
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to are the chills, the reactive febrile heat with headache, and sweat. 
Dr. L. suggests that I am probably very susceptible to the action of 
this drug. This remark suggest an important fact which has grad- 
ually nnfolded itself in my successive fragmentary provings on some 
seventy persons, and on myself. The fact, of which I have at 
length become clearly convinced, is this: The degree of chill, of 
febrile reaction, of headache, and of neuralgic pains, bear a very 
uniform ratio to the nervons sensitiveness of the patient. My tem- 
perament is decidedly nervous and sensitive. In all the subjects of 
a nervous, sensitive temperament, the above symptoms are strongly 
marked. In those of an opposite, insensitive temperament, while 
the pulse is depressed, and the extremeties cool or cold, there is no 
chill, or it is very slight, little or no headache, and sHght febrile re- 
action, and consequently little sweat. In several highly sensitivo 
subjects the chill has been equal to a respectable fit of ague, the 
reaction and pain of head correspond ing, and the sweat profuse. 
These symptoms have been most sti-ongly developed in some female 
provers of highly sensitive temperaments, by half-drop doses, 
home persons seem almost insensible to its effects. One man who 
had taken several drugs for proving, without any marked results, 
took three teaspoonsfu! in one day of the strong tincture, which I 
know to be good, and reported the next day no symptoms." 

(There is one formof rigors, or "nervous chills," as they are some- 
times called, in which, with shivering and chattering of the teeth, 
there is no sensation of chilliness. It is an irritated condition of the 
nerves of motion, and ia seen in hysterical subjects, or appears dur- 
ing a fright or other mental emotion In healthy persons. It is often 
seen during parturition, and is said to attend relaxation of sphincter 
muscles. Now, Geleeniinum causes just such rigors by establishing 
similar conditions as the above, and a small dose of the tincture will 
control readily such morbid manifestations.) 

In Simple Fever, without functional disturbance. Dr. Douglas 
declares it to be specific ; given at the onset of any fever of simple, 
uncomplicated character, it will undoubtedly arrest it verypromptly. 
It seems peculiarly adapted to the fevers of children and sensitive 
women, while Aconite and Veratrum viride are more applicable to 
adults of robust and rigid constitutions. 

In the so-called Irritative Fever, it will be found a valuable rem- 
edy. It is more capable of meeting the majority of the symptoms of 
that malady than any remedy which I have used. It corresponds 
with the excessive nervous irritation; the tendency to iiTegular con- 
vulsive action ; the periods of wakeful debility; and the accessions 
of feverish stupor. In cases however complicated with hepatic or 
gastric difficulties, it will have to be added by Mer., Pod., Ipecac. 
Tart. emet. Should the lungs be implicated it might answer alone, 
but Phosph., Bry, or Antlmonium erudem willbe of service. If the 
bowels are effected, Pulsatilla, Merourius or Chamomilla may have 
to be given although sonae of the provings seem to indicate that 
Gelseminnm atfocts the intestinal functions. Wood, with doubtful 
propriety, classes infantile remittent, as well as worm fever, with 
iri-itative fevers. There may be some general affinity, as C ' 



atdb, Google 



GELSEMINUM SEMPERVIRENS. 183 

num has proved useful in ea«h. Since I have treated infantile 
remittents with this remedy,! have conducted them safely throagh 
their conrse with tetter satisfaction than before. 

Dr. Keidhard reports thefoUowing case ;— A child, aged ten, was 
cured by Gelsenunnm first dil. two drops every four hours, of a kind 
of bilious fever, characterized by the following symptoms : Giddi- 
ness, dull, aching pain in the forehead and over the eyes. She can- 
not concentrate her mind on anyone thing; cannot read; is very 
irritable ; very thirsty ; and has slight chills, followed by much 
fever ; extreme weakness. Was completely cured within eight 
days. 

Dr. R. Lndlam, in bis article on the "Therapeutics of Infentile 
Remittent Fever," in the N". A. Jour, of Horn., says : — " Excepting 
the Aconite, there is certainly no remedy with which the profession 
is at present familiar which promises so much as the Gelseminum 
in the treatment of this variety of the remittents of intancy and 
childhood." 

" Prom pei-sonal observation (and these hints have their origin in 
this source only) we should be inclined to recommend Gelseminum 
in those remittents which are primarily characterized by excessive 
irritability and erethism, either of the general or special nervous 
systems. There is perhaps no single means which, under the vari- 
ous oircomstances which asoompany and give good evidence of the 
aforesaid pathological condition, promises ao much as this. We 
bave|jsometimes failed with Aconite, with ChamonUla, and withBel- 
ladona, to allay the excessive restlessness and disquiet occasioned 
by what the old nurses style an 'inward fever' in a little juvenile, 
and at otiier times have succeeded at once in its relief by a few 
doses of Gelseminum.'' 

"This remedy appears also to be well adapted to the relief of 
those attacks of this fever which border closely upon intermittents, 
examples of which might readily be mistaken for a masked fever 
of that peculiar type. In such cases, as well as those which toward 
their close degenerate into ague, in one or another of its protean 
forms, we may prescribe a low attenuation of the Gelseminum with 
the confident hope of success. In our hands, indeed it has proved 
almost a specific for those remittents, the diagnosis of which, from 
a more definitely paroxysmal form of fever was not readily made 
out. We have also cured several well marked intermittents with it, 
but its sphere of usefulness would appear to lie somewhere along 
the boundary between these and the purely idiopathic remittents 
of which we have been speaking." 

The real value of Gelseminum in intermittents is not yet to a 
certainty ascertained. Some homceopathic physicians, among them 
Holcombe, Ludlam and Douglas, assert that it will cure agues. 
Holoombe with oharaoteriatio boidaesa, gives us the following odd 
prescription for a homceopathic one; For intermittents with cerebral 
symptoms, with hyperaesthesia predominating — Sulphate of Quinine, 
ten grains, Gelsemin, one grain; divide into five parts. Begin six 
hours before the expected paroxysm, and give one part every hour. 
"Indications for use; when the paroxysm has been marked by 
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violent pains, referable to the corebro-spinal, ratber than the gangli- 
onic Byatera, and by correspondingly intense burning fevei', great 
nervous restlessness, sensitiveness to light and sound, mental agita- 
tion or anxiety, delirium, sleeplessness, curious sensations oi' falling, 
swimming from giddiness, partial blindness ov deafness, especially 
applicable to nervous, excitable subjects, and to mild fresh cases, 
without proiuicent gastric or hepatic symptoms, in short, before 
any visceral complication has been engrafted on the nervous phe- 
nomenon." 

(This last clanse, I (Hale) regard as well indicating the sphere of 
action of Gelaeminum in agues, but in the " indications " proper, 
Holoombe has mixed tip the primary with the secondary symptoms 
of the drug, which rarely appear together. The dose, however that 
he advises is very nearly of the proper c[iiantLty. Of the quinine, I 
tliink he prescribes altogether too much. In very similar cases, I 
have succeeded admirably with one-fifth or one-tenth grain doses 
of Quinine, alteroated with one-tenth or one-twentieth grain of 
Gelsemin, or two or three drops of the mother tincture. Holuombe's 
presoviptionwouJd undoubtedly arrest the paroxysms promptly, but 
It would be apt to give rise to visceral complications, which smaller 
doses would avoid, and at the same time be equally as efficacious). 
Dr. Ludlam writes me — "Perhaps in the whole range of its 
clinical virtues there is no more satisfactory and really valuable use 
which can be made of the Gelseminnm than In the treatment of 
those intermittents which might properly be styled post-typhoid. It 
ia to this especial form of intermittents, which succeeding upon an 
adynamic condition of system, are characterized by a want of dis- 
tinctness in their several stages, and which are of a masked type 
and intractable in nature, that the Qelseminum has in our experience 
seemed to be particularly applicable. We have remarted the 
evident tendency in patients suffering with enteric fever, and who 
had but recently removed tothe city [Ohicago] from miasmatic 
districts, to sequelae of this order. Scarcely any such patient has 
ecsaped this characteristic convalescence, and in none of those cases 
in which we have ordered this remedy have we failed to witness 
the beat results from its employment, while in years past, such cases 
were especially perplexing and tedious, we are free to express our 
pleasure in and appi-eeiation of a means so entirely successful. 
These patients were ali from the Southern States." 

John C. Morgan, M, D,, author of a short proving in Dr. 
Shipman's Journal of Materia Mediea, writes as follows: "It 
seems worthy to be called a specific for fresh cases of Intermittents, 
and will modify even old cases, changing double to single tertian. 
My dose is one-fourth drop in a teaspoonfui of water, Bsnally, I send 
a few clinical cases.'' 

(a) "W. S., a swarthy soldier of large frame, on going into 
camp. May 11, had no blanket ; slept on straw under leaky shed; — 
the night being cold, awoke early in the morning with a severe 
chill,— but little shaking; fever ensued. Took at a dose ten drops 
common tincture Gelserninum; fever augmented with slight 
delirium. Took five drops — some aggravation. During the after- 
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noon and evening took fi-actional drop doses; no fever at night. 
The next day took one-fourth drop every two houvs. He had no 
other paroxysm.'' 

ItBMAKKS,— This may not have been an attack of lutermittent. 
Such chills, followed by ftvor, are often the result of eKpaeui-a, ov 
oi* getting wet. Scill liad it not been for the Gcleeminuni, iK might 
have resulted in some form of protracted fever. {Hale.) . 

(J) "A soldier of sanguine temperament had Diarrhea and 
rheumatic paina, with symptoms of Intennitteut ; took for several 
days one-fourth drop tincture Greheminnm, and was cured," 

IrUermittent Fever — Case 1. — "In one case I had used aU the 
usual aati-periodics, aa Cornine Salicine, Quinine, etc., without 
success. Even after producing the constitutional effects ofQainine 
the chills would Bometimes, return every day for awhile, then every 
otherday. Thus the case continued for several weeks, until I. dea- 
pmred of eacoess with the other anti-periodica, so I determined to 
try the tincture of Golaeminum. Accordingly, I left an ounce of 
the tincture of the fresh root, directing it to be given in doses of 
thirty drops every two or three hours, tmtil the eyes were affected; 
then the medicine was to be saspended until that passed of^ then 
again resumed as before, and so on until the fever was broken. I 
saw the patient just as the chill was gone off, and commenced the. 
tincture of Gelseminum immediately. The fever did not rise very 
high, nor continue long, nor didtho cbiil ever return. The patient 
recovered from the time he commenced the medicine, and was soon 
up at hia usual avocation. Now, what stUl more astonished me was, 
that the medicine never affected hia eyes in the least, yet it 
suspended the chills immediately. I had frec(uently combined the 
tincture of GelBeminum with the other anti-periodios before and 
met with verv prompt success, yet I attributed it to the other 
articles; but tfiis time I determined to try the Gelseminum, alone.'' — 
[Sensible I — Hale.] (Dr, Goaa, Eckotic Medical Jowtial.) 

(7ase 2. Nov. 4. — Intermittent Fever (tertian type). Has been 
affected six months; has pain in the head, and p^ns over the body, 
when he has no chill; tongue not much coated; other symptoms 
common to the disease, freatmenl — Alkaline bath once a day; 
tincture Gelseminum, one-half dram three times a day. Nov. 17, 
discharged, cured, — Newton's Glinieal Meporls. 

The above are the only two published cases of lotermittents cured 
by this medicine alone. Very many cases are reported of pretended 
cures by Gelseminum; but, as it was always given so mixed with 
Quinine, Hydrastin, or other drugs, no reliance can be placed 
upon the reports. 

I>r. Holcombe writes me that the Gelaeminum was the basis of 
several celebrated patent medicines, jioted at tiie South for the cure 
of remittent and intermittent fevers; that it cert^nly was the prin- 
cipal ingredient in "Speed's Tonio,'' which at one time was popularly 
considered an unrivalled febrifuge, but, failing to cure those cases 
attended with organic complications, it fell into disfavor, although 
it is still used by many people in the South. "From large doses 
I have seen blindness, partial deaihess, smgular torpor, stupidity 
24 
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of feoling, inability to open the eyelids, and nervous prostration ; 
Buch symptoms as would follow a slate of nervous excitement, 
or hyperieathesia. In email doses I have found it valuable in the 
opposite condition. I class it with Aconite, Bell, and Cham. I 
have used it in the snmmer months, for weeks at a time, as I 
would Aconite. I believe, in addition to its febrifuge power, it 
has a specific anti-peiiodic inHaencc." 

Dr. Douglas praises the Gelserainum, in drop doses, very highly 
in simple, unoomplioated Intermittents, when indicated by the 
fmnptoms, and epdiks of liaving met with much success in its use. 
Dr. Ludlam has cured several weli-marked cases of Intermittent 
fever with the low dilutions. Several of my colleagues report 
cases of Ague, successfully treated with Gelseminum. I have used 
it frequently in Intermittents, and have succeded in some severe 
cases in cunng the disease, after it had been arrested with Quinine, 
but showed an obstinate tendency to return. These cases were 
reported in full in the August number of the North American 
Journal of Homoeopathy for 1861. It can be used both during the 
apyrexia, and in the paroxysm. In larger doses during the foi-mer 
State, than during the latter. It will be found to control the 
painful nervous sensations which arise during the fever, better than 
Aconite, if indicated. An Eclectic physician, engaged in a large 
practice in the State of Ohio, informed me that except in severe 
congestive cases, he relied altogether upon Gelaemmum to break up 
the paroxysms of Fever and Ague. He stated, however, that he 
always ^ave a sufficient quantity to cause almost complete blind- 
ness dunng the apyrexia^ lean hardly doubt the veracity of my 
informant, hut I suggested to him that he might break the patient, 
as well as the ague. He had no fears of that result, however. 

I am not aware that any Homceopathist has advised, or used 
Gelseminum in Typhoid fever. But its pathogenesis and physiolog- 
ical action has many points of resemblance to that form of Typhoid 
designated as Nervous fever, !. e,, when there is no intestinal lesion 
or any particular local complication. It is specifically indicated in 
those cases in which the patient, from some great excitement, or 
over-exertion, suddenly sinks into a low typhoid state, with great 
prostration of all the vital forces, and when he experiences strange 
sensations in the head, with morbid condition of the motor nerves, 
manifested by local paralysis, or continued jactitation of certain 
muscles. Women are more subject to this variety than men. 
With the former we have many hysteric symptoms, such as nervous 
dysphagia, even hysteric spasms, sleeplesness, aberration of 
sight, etc. 

Gelseminum should here be cautiously given in drop doses, or 
pellets of the 2nd or 3d. 

In true enteric fever, I should not place much reliance on 
Gelseminum. There are other remedies which pathologically 
correspond, and are consequently more specific; among these are 
Bapt,, RhAis tox., Phosp. acid, Ars., Terebin. and Mur, acid. 

In YeUoie ^ver, Gelseminum has not been used by the Homeo- 
pathic school, I believe. Di'S. Holcombe, or Davis, make no mention 
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of it in their reports to oar HonKCopathie Journals, They relied 
upon Aconitum, Belladonna, Arsenicum, Laohesis, and Argentum 
nitricum. The Eclectic and Allopathic schools have used it to some 
extent, but the only published report I can find relating to it, is a 
pamphlet by Drs. White and Ford, of Charleston, S, C. This report 
was entitled the " Bradycote (whatever that may mean) treatment 
of Yellow Fever by Gelseminum sempervirens." They prepared a 
tincture from the fresh root, as follows: — Radix Gelsemini, four 
ounces ; Alcohol (95 per cent.) and Aqna communis, each eight 
ounces. To adults they gave of this twenty or thirty drops; to chil- 
dren from five to twenty, every hour for the first four hours ; 
theo at longer intgrvals, and with doses half aa large. Total num- 
ber treated with Gelaeminum twenty-five ; all of which recovered. 
Of those, fifleon were males and nine, females; adults twelve; 
children twelve; whites twenty-two; blacks two. Of the whole 
number treated, two vomited black vomit, five passed black vomit 
downward. In three cases hemorrhage occurred from the tongue, 
gums, or nasai passages. One woman was in the sixth month ' 
of her pregnancy, and did not abort. Average duration of 
treatment ; about eight days. 

No marked prostration was caused by thia remedy ; the pulse 
being, however, much less quickly reduced than by Veratrnm 
Viride. In few cases was the heart's action fully lowered in less 
than twelve hours, and it was well controlled throughout the rest 
of the disease, in the majority of oases. The concurrent treatment 
was the same as with Veratrnm. Mercurialjzation was complete 
in ten cases; incomplete in fourteen cases. In a few instances a 
marked redness of the tongue was observed, a condition that wag 
not distinctly noticed during the administration of Yeralrura. [Tliia 
symptom has been often noticed in my provlngs. — Haie\. The 
Gelseminum appeared to produce a general calming influence, even 
during the early period of its administration, but was not found to 
possetfss any marked narcotic properties. It seemed to promote the 
action of the kidneys, and daring its use only, in several cases, an 
erytJtema of the skin was noticed. This drug appeared to influence 
the volume of the pulse, before it affected its frequency, and in 
most cases for the rest of the disease to control both conditions in 
an equal manner. Emesis was not observed to ensue upon thft 
administration of this medicine; the gastric irritability peculiar to 
the disease being moreover, to all appearances, favorably influenced. 
There were treated by Veratrum viride 117 cases, of which fifteen 
died. Of six treated by the ordinary method [without Veratrum or 
Gelseminum] three died. 

In Scarlet Fever the Gelseminum bids f^r to rank with Bella- 
donna, Besides being indicated in the peculiar, intense fever, with 
nei-vons erethism, its well known action on the skin will render it of 
value in impelling the eruption to the surface. It causes a peculiar 
eiythema, which has some resemblance to the eruption in Scarlatina 
as well as some forms of Purpura. Its analagous relation to both 
Belladonna and Aconite, strongly comm-euds it to our favor, and if 
we are to judge its curative powers from its pathological efiecta. 
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it win be be found efficient, alone, where tlie former remedies are 
indicated. Dr. H. W. White speaks veiy highly of its effects in 
Scarlatina. He asserts that it will control the pulse, calm the 
nervoua erethism, determine the eruption toward the ewrfece, 
relieve pain, and lessen, the cerebral congestion, in a manner superior 
to Bell,, or Aconite. Cases which seemed quite formidable at their 
commencetnent, soon assumed a milder character, and terminated 
safely. Hi considei-a it effectual, alone, to control the majority of 
cases. Should the disease assume a malignant character, Dr. White 
alternates it with Amm. carb., Carbo.veg,, Mur. acid, or Ars. Its nse 
.should be suspended if symptoms of prostration set in. 

In Measles the Gelseminum app^ra to be specifically indicated 
during the forming and inflammatory stage [the eruptive]. Among 
its pathogenetic symptoms we find prominent catarrhal conditions, 
as "chilhness, watery discharge from the nose, hoarseness, with 
feeling of soreness of throat, and in the chest, cough, etc,'' Among 
its effects upon the skin we find "a papulous eruption, very mucn 
the color of measles, which it closely resembles,but the papulae are 
more distant and distinct. It appears most frequently upon the 
face." Relying upon these fragmentary, yet prominent indieationfl, 
I have treated several cases of Rubeola with this remedy, and 
apparently with good results. It seemed to prevent a continuance 
of the cough beyond its proper limits, and to act as a prophylactic 
to chronic catarrhal affections, bronchitis, or pneumonia. 

Dr. Douglas considei-a it quite capable of modifying the disease 
in a marked manner, when given in the first stages, after which 
Pulsatilla, Euphrasia, and Sulphur will be more useful. Dr, Lodge 
states that he has used Gelseminum in measles, in some cases to the 
exclusion of any other remedy, and is satisfied that it is a valuable 
medicine in this disease. 

In the treatment of Erysipelas, Gelseminum may be found of 
unequivocal benefit. It is certainly homeopathic to the febrile 
symptoms, if not to the peculiar eruption or external manifesta- 
tions of the disease ; yet, Gelseminum causes an erythema, which 
certainly bears a resemblance to some of the milder forms of 
Erysipelas. It is also homoeopathic to those dangerous, and often 
fatal congestions, or internal metastases, which often Somplicate the 
malady. I gave it one severe case of Facial Erysipelas, in alterna- 
tion with Rhus. The case progressed very favorably. Dr. Coe 
advises it aa a topical application: "We have Ibund tho tincture 
beneficial as an outward application in erysipelatous affections. 
Diluted -with from four to eight parts of water, we have applied it 
with excellent results. The parts should be kept covered with 
cloths wetted in the diluted tincture. It abates the local inflamma- 
tion, and has a very soothing and pleasant influence." 

In Variola the Gelseminnm may prove as nseful as Aconite and 
Bellad,, in allaying the intense and painful fever which accompanies 
that disease. It has been used advantageously in Vanoloid. 

In all eruptive fevers, especially in children, there is a strong 
tendency to convulsions, at or about the time of the appearance of 
the eruption. I know of no remedy which is so likely tO prevent 
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that unpleasant, and often fatal complication, as the one under 
.consideration. 

In the treatment of Sheumatie Fev^, and Rheumatism gener- 
ally, Gelaeoiinum has ita advocates in the Homeopathic school of 
the North-west, or that portion of them which have adopted the 
use of the remedy. 

The. GteJseminiun is highly praised by some practitionevs, in 
Seetio J'ever, and there are some reasons tor supposing it to be 
peculiarly adapted to that form of fever. 

Venotts System. — Dr. Marcy declares Aconite to be " homceo- 
pathie to intense or excessive venous congestion, with entire paraly- 
sis, or depotentization of all the arterial activities, carried up to 
the point of actnal cyanosis." I [Halej once supposed Gel- 
seminum to be homceopathic to the same condition, but recent 
investigations have satisfied me that Holcombe's remark is true, that 
" Gelseminum holds a position Tnidway ietween Aconite and Bella- 
donna^" It is rather difficult to define exactly what this condition 
is, but it is certainly more homceopathic to arterial congestion than 
Aconite or Veratrum viride. StiO, one of the effects of Gelsemi- 
num in moderate doses, is undoubtedly similar to Aconite ; for, like 
it, it '' depotentizes the arterial activities." 

It needs further trial and investigation to determine the exact 
relation of Gelseminum, to the venoos system. It may be asserted, 
however, that while Aconite and Veratnim viride are only homteo- 
paihio to primary passive venofus congestion, Gelseminum is 
primarily homceopathic to that form of intense passive congestion, 
of both veins and arteries, in which an irritation of the congested 
orffcms sets in, nearly as severe as though the congestion had been 
active. This condition may be attended by inflammation or hem- 
orrhage, and map end in active arterial congestion, etc. Eclectic 
writers seem to be aware of the danger of using Gelseminum iri 
some cases. King says, " It is contra-indicated in congestive fever, 
in cases where there is great muscular and nervous prostration with 
relaxation, and when there exists a determination to the brain or 
other important viseus." 

Lymphatic System, — Although Coe, and some other writers, 
orudely declare Gelseminum to be an "alterative," we have 
no direct proof of such action. I have never seen any indications 
of its action on the glandular system, nor can I imagine any such 
action, unless it be from congestion to certain large and impor- 
tant glands, which it may induce. 

LOCAL EFFECTS. 

Mind.— Irritable and impatient mood; incapacity to think or 
fix the attention ; confusion of mind ; stupid, intoxicated feeling 
dulness of all the mental facoltiea, in one oaae great mirthfolness 
inability to concentrate the mind ; depression of spirits ; anxiety 
incoherency of thought. The sensorial modification consisted of a 
mistiness within the brain, not much aifecting the lucidity of 
thought, bnt somewhat confusing perceptions, so that I experienced 
some difficulty in attending to the physical details connected with 
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my practice. There was at flrefi a cheerful, carelesa morale, after- 
wards depression of spirits. Rather, dull and stupid for some days, 
with disinclination to conversation. This waa remarked by ray 
friends who knew nothing of my taking the medicine. Aversion to 
study; melancholy and depending mood. I found it to affect the 
power of concentration very materially. I could not fix my mind 
on the contents of a newspaper, although the matter was of an 
exciting ciiaracter. I could not pnrsne one train of thoaght tor 
any time ; ideas would vanish and leave a vacancy of mind which 
was quite annoying. 

Clinical Remaeks. — Gelseminura is particularly recommended 
when there is excessive irritability of body and mind, in mental 
derangement with vascular excitement. No remedy is more usefid 
in the causeless nervous excitement of hysteric patients ; or in 
those fevensh conditions accompanied by great restlessness, tossing 
about, sleeplessnes and irritable mood. In those conditions, one or 
two drops of the tincture every hour, will be the most proper mode 
of administration. It is'indicated in those attacks of frenzy, atten- 
ded with congestion or inflammation of the brain; also in those 
stupid, comatose conditions attending typhoid fever, and in a low 
muttering deliriam of typhus.' Here we should give drop doses of 
the second or third dilution. 

I have found it homeopathic, or curative, to that state of semi- 
stupor, with languor and physical prostration, caused by protracted 
night-watching ; also in that mental apathy which follows intoxica- 
tion from uae of ardent spirits. 

Hysterical insensibility is much more readily controlled by this 
medicine than with Opium or Canu. indica. Hysterical catalepsy is 
a similar malady, and one in which Gelseminum is primarily indica- 
ted ; also many other hysterical states of body and mind, while Plati- 
num, Asaf., Val^ and Scut., are secondarily homceopathic to similar 
states. 

Head.— Pain in the head across the forehead ; after breakfast ex- 
perienced a dull aching pain in the head in region of occiput, which 
increased in severity as the day advanced ; excruwating headache, 
aeoompanied by slight nausea ; the pain seemed slightly mitigated 
by shaking the head, but the relief thus obtained was not marked. 
Headache extending from occiput to os frontis ; great heaviness of 
the head ; sensation as if the brain was heavy ; heaviness of the 
head with dnlness of mind; dimness of sight and vertigo ; pain in 
the head quite constant, dull, stupifying, and pressive ; most fre- 
quently in the forehead and temples; bruised pain above and back 
of the orbits ; tightness of the brain ; often more or less headache 
with nausea; giddiness is pretty constant; an intoxicated feeling 
and tendency to stagger, often with diezinesa and imperfection of 
vIbIou, aggravated by smoking ; heaviness, with sense of fulness in 
the head, which increased to a severe headache relieved on the 
third day of the proving by copious nrination, after which a pleas- 
ant languor pervaded the system for some hours; dulness in the 
head with stupor ; dry mouth, coated tongue, bitter taste; pulse fuH, 
and 80 ; intoxication, vertigo unto falling ; sort ot mistiness within 
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the brain, not much affecting tlie luciditv of thought, but some- 
what confusing perception; staggering like one intoxicated; swim- 
ming sensation in the head ; bead felt very light, with vertigo. 
He could not hold the head erect. Pain over the whole top of the 
head, extending back to the occiput ; general dizziness, and dlsa- 
greable pain in the head ; a band-like pain which smrounds the 
head, with shooting pain in each jaw and parietal bone ; pain in 
left side of head, extending from the prominence of the parietal 
bone .to the mastoid process of the temporal and is periodical in its 
nature ; dull headache in right ride of head ; in the morning on 
rising a dull pain in occiput, and a slight tendency to throbbing in 
right side of head ; headache in the top of the head, in the left 
occipital region, then changing to the sides and vertex ; a settled, 
dull, dragging headache, mainly in the occiput, mastoid, and 
upper cervical region, extending to the shoulders ; relieved when, 
sitting by reclining the head and shoulders on a high pillow. 
These last symptoms delineate a form of headache veiy often 
met with, and in which Gelseminum is a specific remedy. No 
remedy has a greater influence over the circulation of the blood in 
the vessels of the brain. It causes intense hyperieraia of that 
organ, which stops just short of inflaanmation. But its paralyzing 
influence on the great reactive forces of life, prevents that termina- 
tion by destroying the reactive power of the system. In this 
respect it differs from Bellad., Strara,, and Quinine. 

CiiKiCAi. Rbmaeks, — It is horaceopatbie to that intense and 
overwhelming congestion of the brain which often attacks children 
during the period of dentition. In these cases the nervous energies 
soon lose their integrity. No reaction comes on, and the patient 
dies comatose, or ia feeble convulsions. Owing to its primary 
homceopathicity to this condition, Gelseminum should be nsed in 
the second or third decimal dilution, repeated every fifteen 
minutes. 

It is also faomteopathic to Coup de soliel, a condition very similar 
to the above. In the so-called "br^n fever'' of children and adults, 
it win be found beneficial in alternation with Aeon., Bry., Bell., or 
Hyos. In inflammation of the membranes of the brain, it will be 
found a valuable auxiliary to other well-known and reliable remedies 
in that affection. It is homceopathic to many varieties of headache, 
in which it has been successfully aaed, both by homceopathio and 
allopathic physicians. In nervous headacAes, where the pain com- 
mences in the cervical portion of the spinal column, and spreads 
thence over the whole head, it will afford prompt and timely relief. 
Dr. Pattee says : " Headache of the nervous Icind may often be 
relieved, and 1 have found no one medicine so n'eful in this trouble- 
some disease.'' JSemicraniavf heB accompanied by abnormal symp- 
toms of the eyes, such as dimness of sight or double vision, or with 
great sensitiveness to all sounds, will be promptljy relieved by it. 
The so-calied nenious eiek headache, wiU generally be arrested by 
a few doses of a low dilution of Gelseminum, while the true eiok- 
headache, which aiises from gastric derangement, will only be 
palliated by this remedy ; a cure can only be effected by proper 
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diet, and the patient use of Puis., Iria vers., Nux vow.. Pod. and 
SaDguinaria. 

Those who wish to understand the specific action of thi drag in 
causing and curing these nervous affections of the head, will find an 
admirable explanation on page 12 of Peters' Ruetert oa Head- 
ache- Gelseminum undoubtedly causes a weakened and debilitated 
state of the great sympathetic nerve ; and thence aiises the pain, 
heat, congestion, Ac, of the head. It is primarily homteopathio to 
those headaches which come on saddenly, with dimness of sight, or 
double vision, with dimness, followed by great heaviness of the 
head, semi-stupor, dull, heavy, expression of the face, great mus- 
cular relaxation, alow, full pulse, etc. Allopathists clmm to euro 
chronic headaches of long standing with Gelseminum. 

In Uoma and Apo^exy: it is homceopathie to these disorders 
when they arise from intense passive congestion, with nervous 
exhaustion, and as these are the pi-inmry conditions caused by Gel- 
seminum, it must be given in very small doses. If the apoplexy 
depends on active arteiial congestion, in persons of tense fibre, the 
doses must be larger. 

I have found Gelseminum v«ry useM against those distressing 
pains in the head which often follow fever and ague. These pains 
are of a crampy, drawing, or tearing character, and are aggravated 
by study or exertion. They generally occupy the region of the 
occiput. Also for those sensations and paina which in some persons 
precede attacks of ague, such as drawing, or shooting, dull paina in 
the region of the mastoid process. 

Ejes. — Great heaviness of the lids; difficulty of opening the eyes 
or keeping them open ; eyes closed in spite of him, on looking steadily 
at an object; fullness and congestion of the lids; diplopia when 
inclining the head towards the shoukler, but vision single when 
holding the head erect ; dryn^s of the eyra ; misty or glimmering 
appearance befisre the the eyes; p^n in the orbits, sometimes 
expesMve ; diplopia which I could correct by an effort of the will ; 
distant objects seemed indistinct as I rode or walked, and one eve- 
ning I could read but with difficulty. These symptoms are char- 
acteristic, as my sight is perfectly good, and I never have anything 
the matter with my eyes. Dilatation of pupils ; amaurosis ; 
diplopia ; bhndness ; dimn^s of sight : Stiteh, traversiug the 
eyelids on the right side, vertically ; vertiginous sensation, followed 
by confused vision, especially of distant objects; the sense of sight 
is tardy in following the movement, things appearing for several 
seconds to be blurred, and the remaining unfixed in its new 
direction but no sensation of gauze or film. It is accompanied 
by a disposition to partially close the eyes as if to steady the 
balls. Confusion of sight with heavy looking eyes. [SimUar 
to that produced by alcohol.] Pain in both eyes ; parUculatfly 
the left ; dimness of sight ; drooping of the eyes ; indistinct 
vision; in the evening, eyes felt quite sore, and as if there was 
some foreign substance irritating the conjunctiva. . At night 
eyes quite sore ; not much pain, but merely soreness with 
sensitiveness Ut light and Jachrymation ; Eyes yellow. Eyes much 
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inflamed and weak, with great flow of tears at intervals ; great 
heaviness of eyehda. Pains of a shooting character in tlie frontal 
Binua, extending to the eyes and. jaws. The pain in the eye is of a 
pricking oharaoter, extending from the bridge of the nose to the 
eye. Pains deep in the ball of the left eye, extending from above 
downwards. Pain in the eyes is of a pricking character, extending 
from the centre to the angle. The pains aeetn to wind round the 
right eye. Pain eKtending from the bridge of the nose to tte eye, 
Deep-aeated pain in the eye of the left side, extending from above 
downwards. Smoky appearance before the eyes, with pain above 

them. Total blindness ensued in a very short time after taiiag 
thirty drops with violent dizziness. 

, Clinical Rkmaeks. — Gelseminum has a remarkable and 
pecnliar affinity for the organs of vision. No other remedy except 
Bell., SO promptly and so speoially affects the eyes. It mast 
become, in time, a valuabSe homiEopathic remedy for many serious 
internal and external diseases of these organs. 

Before its relaxing effects are felt in the general muscular 
Evatem, its local effects upon the eye-lids become apparent. 
The lids feel heavy, and are lifted with difficulty. After a time 
complete paralysis of the lids obtain. This constitutes an aifection 
designated by opthalmio writers as Ptosis. It may arise from paral- 
ysis of the levator' muaole, or from an affectioa of the third pair 
of nerves. Gcelserninuai may cause Pcoaia by inducing either of 
those conditions. But there is some reason to believe that the 
Ptosis caused by this drug may have a deeper seated origin. Mac- 
kenzie (Diseases of the Eye) saya : — " The oorebrai variety may bo 
either sudden or slow ; the sudden, arising after fatiguing exertion, 
violent mental excitement, exposure to the direct rays of the sun, 
intoxication, blows on the head, concussion of the body, etc. The 
slow, from. Organic changes going on in the brain. The disease 
often wears an apoplectic aspect.'' Mackenzie gives several oases, 
evidently caused by congestion of the brda. It is to such eases of 
Ptosis that Grelseminum will he found curative. It will probably 
be found efficient in the Ptosis of drunkards, from exposure to the 
sun, and the so-called rheumatic variety. It is eminently homceo- 
pathic to those cases caused by paralysis of the third pair of 

Diplopia is another prominent and primary effect of Gelseminum. 
Double vision, according to Mackenzie, may proceed from paralysis 
of some of the muaeles of the eyeballs. DoubtUna Geiaaminum. 
causes such a form of this disease, and would be found curative to 
paralytic cases. But diplopia often proceeds from a congested state 
of the encephalon. I suspect that Gelseminum is homosdpathic to 
Buoh a morbid state, as also to the Diplopia caused by alcohol and 
chloroform, to wbieh it seems to have a great resemblance in many 
respects. Gelseminum is homiBopatbie to asthenopia or debility of 
the eyes; in those eases of weakness of sight caused by exhaustion 
of th.6 nerve from over-exertion of the eyes, especially when accom- 
panied by dimness of sight ; feeling of weight in the head and eyes, 
with some dryness and double vision. It is not indicated in chronic 
25 
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eaaes. In these, China, Iron and Nux vomica will be found useful. 
In one case the prover complained of having Strabismus, and a con- 
stant inclination to aqnint. It may be useful in some paralytic cases, 
bnt probably not curative in the strabismus which comes on in the 
course of hydrooepbalus. 

The Am<mrotic symptoma caused by Gelseminum . are many 
and distinct. It aeems peculiarly indicated in that malady, and if 
■we can ascertain the exact sphere of its action, may prove useful to 
the oculist in relieving amaurotic patients. It is undoubtedly 
homceopathic to many forms of amaurosis, viz : to those caused by 
apoplexy of the retina; congestion of the brain, apoplexy, and even 
those oases which arise from the presence of worms in the intestines. 
When administered for the cure of amaurosis it should be given in 
small doses. The medium or even high potencies will prove efficient. 
The following case is reported by Dr. Kenyou. It is illustrative 
of the curative powers of Gelseminum in somefprmsof jimawrosis.." 

" Rev. Mr. , aged about 35 years, nervous bilious temperament, 

previously suifering from intermittent fever, and had taken Quinine, 
largely, complained of being tormented with a constant floating of 
spots before the eyes, at times black, and even dazzling — no other 
symptoms. I gave him Belladonna, and did not see him again in 
tiree weeks, when he said the trouble was slightly relieved for a 
day or two, and then injireased ; he ceased taking the remedy, 
thinking it might he an aggravation, but the trouble continued to 
increase, and after a week he resumed the remedy with no effect. 
The sight is gradually growing dim, so that he cannot read orwrite; 
the words all run together, and he cannot tell a person across the 
room. There is considerable heat in the eyes, and extending into 
the forehead ; the floating spots are all bla(± ones now ; the pupil 
of the eye slightly contracted ; with this exception perfectly healthy 
in appearance, and there is no indication of foi-mer troubles. I then 
prepared and gave him of the 6th and 30th dilution of Gelseminum — 
a dose of the 6th each morning, and of the 30th each evening. I 
did not hear from him again in several weeks, when he wrote me 
that in two days from the time he commenced the remedy he could 
see an improvement, when he, according to my directions, omitted 
the remedy; and in two weeks every trace of the trouble was 
removed. I saw him months after, and he remained perfectly 
well." (Seventeenth Annual Report Amer. Inst, of Homceopathy). 
I>r. D, W. Rogers, of Quincy, Mich., relates a case in the North 
American Journal, (August, 1861, p. 104} where the Gelseminum 
was useful in a case presenting symptoms of intense heaviness of 
head ; stupid drowsiness ; dimness of vision ; also double vision ; 
■vertigo; throbbing of the carotids; pulse slow and weak. Other 
cases could be reported, but sufficient has-been presented to direct 
the attention of physicians to the groat value of Gelseminum in 
this affection. 

I have never noticed that it caused anything like photophobia. 
On the contrary, it frequently causes a thirst for Uglit, It might 
cause photophobia aaone of its secondary or remote effects. I judge 
so from the fiict that I once removed permanently a fear of light, 
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more especially c and! e or lamplight, which had resisted Phosphorus 
and Conium, and was probably oansed hy an idiopathic over-sensi- 
tive state of the optic nerve, as there was. no trace of inflammation. 
I used drop dosea of the tincture, however. Dr. Peters declares 
Belladonna to be antipathic to. photophobia. It must resemble 
Gelserainura in this particular symptom, and probably many others. 

Under the action of Gelseminumitheptipila are always dilated. 
I have never witnessed oontraotion. Aconite on the contrary, gen- 
erally causes contraction of the pupils,. It will be. well to bear this 
fact in mind, as it is an important diagnostic symptom in many 
cerebral diseases. 

Ears.— Rushing and roaring in the ears; sudden and temporary 
loss of hearing ; the pwua which ascend from the back to the 
occiput often affect the earsr; digging iu: the right ear ; . stitches ; 
pain behind both ears. 

Clinical Remarks. — There are no 
being used in affections of the ear. 
catarrh in the head, or a common cold, i 

Budden deafness. In such caaea it might prove of benefit. It may 
be found of service in neuralgic .otalgia^ also in paralytic deafness. 
Coe saya, "The diluted tincture dropped bto the ear. will soften 
the accumulation of hardened cerumen, and relieve the ringing 
roaring, from diseased secretion.'' 

Hose. — Wateiy discharge from the nose ; sneezing with dull 
headache; tinghng in. nose ; bloody mucus discharge. 

Clinioal Remakks. — Dr. Douglas considers it a specific for 
eoids in the head accompanied by a discharge of watery fluid from 
the nose, hoarseness, cough, soreness in the throat and chest. Dr. 
D. W. Rogers prized it highly in an epidenuo of influenza in 
which he tested it. It. has. been a valuable remedy in my 
practice in mild and severe attacks of inflaenza, with loss of smell, 
coryza, headache, etc. Dr. Pattee says, "In ooryza, or cold in the 
head, this is one of the best reniedies I have evei'uaed; it cures 
the severest cases in from twelve to forty-eight hours.'' 

Face. — A papiilous eruption on the face, very nearly resembling 
measles; ei-ythema of the face and neck; heavy, beaotted 
appearance of the face; sensations of atiSuess in the muscles of 
the jaws; the muscles of the face seemed to contract, especially 
the orbicalaris oris, somewhat impeding speech:; numbness of the 
face; pale- face; cold face, covered with perspiration. [Toxical 
effects.] Itching of small points on. the face j pimplea on the tem- 
poral ndge ; yellow complexion. 

Clinical Reuabss. — It has been used successfully by myself, 
and some other homceopathiats, in the. treatment of facial neu- 
ralgia. It cured one caae of neuralgia of the infra-orbital nerve, 
which did not yield to Aeon, or JJell, One drop of the tincture w^ 
^vea every hour, and the diluted tincture rubbed on the affected 
part, Dr. Coe says, "Neuralgia, whea arishig from functional dis- 
turbances of the neiTous syatem, is successfully treated with 
G-elseminutn," It is bestindicated, when, in connection with the pain, 
there are contractions and twitching of the muscles ueai' the portion 
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of the face affected ; also in those cases accompanied with extreme 
general rervouscees, and loss of control over the voluntary mnscles, 
giving rise to odd, irregular motions. Dr. Douglas has found it 
curative in several cases of prosopalgia. 

Pi'of. Ludlam ■writes me, "In some cases of Orhitai neuralgia, 
characterized by distinct paroxysms of acute pain, of a quotidian 
type, located along the superciliary ridge, especially OTer the left 
eye, ■with contractions of Uie eyelids, and a peculiar expression in 
the eye of the affected side — the organ appearing to the observer 
as if the patient were laboring under a maddening delirium, the 
opposite eye appearing quiteiio:mal,mean'while— we have given the 
Gdseminum 'with good effect. In one example, ■where Quinine 
had failed at the hand of another physi<aan, the Gelseminom afford- 
prompt relief. In most cases thus remedied, the relief of suffering 
has been gradual, the pain tapering off quietly and imperceptibly. 
We have never employed it locally in this disorder. To speculate 
Tipon itsmo^MB qperawSi ■would perhaps be of little service, but that 
it has the property of interrupting certain nervous disorders, of 
■which the naore prominent system is their periodicity, there can be 
no question. The introduction of the element of time, into the 
organism, whether viewed in a physiological or pathological light, 
is one of the most marvelous and entertaining phenomena connected 
■withthehistory of the species; and any remedy capable of relieving 
abnormaJities of this function — if such we may style it — in any of 
their protean Jbrms, merits our study and most earnest attention. 
If it be demonstrated by actual experiment that the Gelseminum ia 
capable of palliating and removing a local hyperjesthesia of the 
supra-orbital nerves, or indeed of any other nerves, the profession 
should be made aware of this fa<;t ; and it is for this reason that we 
are led to record our own limited experience in the direction indi- 
cated." It may prove useful against erythema of the face, also to 
certain palpulous eruptions of the face, not of a constitutional 
character. The sensations of tension, stifihess, and contraction of 
the muscles of the face and jaws, would seem to indicate that it 
might be useful in some cases of Trismun. (Scuttellaria causes 
similar symptoms.) Acting upon this suggestion I once gave it to 
a female patient, who, in a hysterical attack of unusual severity, had 
Buch rigidity of the musules surrounding the mouth and jaws, that it 
resembled an .attack of tetanus. The jaws could not be forced open, 
nor hardly the lips, I succeeded in getting two or three drops 
between her teeth. In eight or ten minutes the jaws began to 
gradually relax, and in a short time had assumed their normal con- 
dition. In Mysipelas of the face, the internal and external use of 
Gelseminum is sometimes of much benefit as a palliative remedy. 

Teetli ana Ja^Vfs.— Stiffness of the jaws; difficulty of opening 
the mouth; on the right side, pain extends from the last back 
tooth up to the temple ; pains of a shooting chai-acter in the frontat 
sinus, extending to the eyes and jaw. 

.CuNicALRiiscAKKS. — In some cases of/MCia^weMi'a^j'tffl, especially 
in nervous females, ■when the jaws seem to be spasmodically affected, 
Gelseminum may be useful in combating that symptom. In 
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Odontalgia from a cold, or when purely nervous, Geleeminum may 
be useful. It is said that a bit of cotton wet in the tincture and 
applied to the tooth, or pushed into a cavity, will relieve the p^o. 

Bouth and Tongue.— Dryneea of the mouth ; astringent sensation 
in the mouth ; thickly coated tongue ; painful dimness in the fauces; 
tongue red ; tongue red, raw, and painful ; sensation as if the tongne 
was paralyzed, impeding speech ; partial paralysis of the glottis and 
tongue. (Toxical effects.) Tongue coated with light, whitish coat; 
severa] times during the day sahva was found colored yellowish, 
and all the latter part of the day a bad, foal taste and breath ; 
yellowish white fur on tongue; yellow coat on tongne. 

Clisical BEMABKS.-^From its effects upon the tongne and 
glottis, we may find it curative in naany cases of in'itation, or paral- 
ysis of those parts. 

Throat.— J5jy less; irritation and soreness of the fauces; difBcuIty 
of swallowing; pai'alytie dysphagia; when vomiting, the fluids passed 
through the nostrils ; acute sensationofheat and astringenoy. {Tox- 
ical effects.) Painful sensation of something having lodged in the 
(esophagus. 

I once observed the following symptoms, which occured in a 
woman, to whom it had been ^ven to arrest daily hysteric convul- 
sions. The patient had never experienced similar symptoms before. 
The tjne. Gels, was given in doses of ten drops every four hours. 
The epasms were much relieved, and their periodicity broken up, 
but on the second day of its administration there appeared dryness 
and burning of thefances ; red tongue inflamed in the middle; severe 
burning in the cesophagua, from the mouth to the stomach ; spas- 
modic sensation, and crampHke p^na in (esophagus; hawking up 
of bloody matter. During the spasms, bloody, ,browu foam would 
runont of the mouth. The burning sensations at times seemed 
intolerable; deglutition was pMuful; food and drinks, warm, 
aggravating. At this juncture I was called, and for the 
relief of these symptoms ^ave Arsenicum 3d, then Carbo vegetabilis 
8d, with mucilaginous dnpks, but without much benefit. A more 
careful study of the symptoms determined me to try Phosphorus. 
Pellets of the second dilution were g^ven with prompt success; 
relief followed in a ffew minutes after the first dose, amd in a few 
days the symptoms disappeared. In this case there must have 
existed CEsophagitis, — a true inflammation of its mucoas tissae. As 
the Gelseminum was taken largely diluted with water, it must have 
been a specific and not a mere local effect. 

Clinical Remarks, — It may be found a valuable remedy in 
inflammation and irritation of the (esophagus, from acrid secretions 
of the stomach. Dr. White, of Coldwater, Mich., praises the 
Gelseminum highly in Toneilitis, and inflammation of the pharynx, 
palate, and uvula. He conBiders it equal to Belladonna in Scarla- 
tinous Angina. I have only used it in slight catarrhal Inflammations 
of the fauces and tonsils, in which it seemed to act favorably. It 
would seem to be perfectly specific to paralysis of the glottis, and 
all other portions of the organs of deglutition. In all the above 
affections, the medium or high dilutions are beat indicated, especi- 
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ally if the patient be susceptible to the action of the drug ; if not, 
large doses must be used. Its action on the throat resembles 
very much the effects of Belladonna. Dr. Douglas advises it in 
inflammation of the tonsils, and other throat affections. In the 



spasmodic affections of the throat, so frequent in hysteric fi 

is superior to any other drug, but will have, to be given in material 

doses. 

Dr. Lodge, reports, that the Gelserainum has proved very useful 
in cases of paralysis succeeding diphtheria, pai^icuiarlyio paralysis of 
the organs of deglutition and aphonia. He relates the lollowing 
case : "A young man of 18 who had been treated for diphtheria by an 
allopathic physician was found with the following symptoms: 
great prostration ; partial paralysis of the right side ; desire for food, 
but difficulty of swaUowing, and vomiting after taking ever so little ; 
cannot speak above a whisper ; great difficulty in articulation ; cough 
with expectoration of frothy mucos streaked with blood ; severe 
pain in different paita of the body, immediately afber lying down, 
preventing sleep ; pulse 120, and small. He had been kept up by 
stimulants. Treatment — Gelseminnm tinctnre, five dopa in half a 
tumblerful of water ; teaspoonful every hour. Commenced the 
medicineatS, p.m.; rested better the following night; pains very 
much less; next day could swallow e^ier; in four days could swal- 
low well and pai-took moderately of roast tnrkey, with relish. The 
improvement continued under the use of the Gelseminnm, all 
the symptoms disappearing, except those of bronchial irritation, 
which Gel. did not remove, Phosph. and the ordinary remedies were 
then resorted to, and the cure completed. This youth ia now in the 
enjoyment of good health. 

Taste, Appetite, Gastric affections, Ac— Thirst during the sweat ; 
mawkish taste ; clammy feverish taste ; great hunger ; eructations, 
nausea; hiccough; yellowish- white coating of the tongue, with 
fietid breath ; alternate increase and loss of appetite, slight nausea ; 
sour eructations ; bitter taste ; bad, foul, spoiled taste and breath, 
with frequent need to rinse the mouth, or spit ; raising of tasteless, 
aemi-solid matter in the cesophagns, with flatus. 

Clinicai. Remarks. — It is homteopathicto loss of appetite from 
debility of the stomach, or a paralytic state of the organs of digestion, 
or increased appetite caused by active hypceremia of the coats of 
the stomach. It does not seem to be homceopathio to many gastric 
conditions, as it rarely causes nausea or eructations. It does not 
induce vomiting, like Verat. viride. Ipecac, or Tart. emet. It only 
causes vomiting when taken in large quantities ; then it. irritates by 
its bulk and acridity only. If useful ia any variety of vomiting, it 
is in that form which arises from atony of the stomach, in which 
casel^ux vom,, Iron, and China are better. 

Stomach. — Feeling of emptiness and weakness in the stomacb 
and bowels ; distension of the stomach with p^o and nausea ; sensa- 
tion as of something wanting in the epigastric region; rumbling, and 
duU pains in the epigastrium, relieved by expulsion of flatus; burn- 
ing in the stomach extending np to the mouth. 

Clinical Remarks. — Sensations of great weakness, emptiness, 
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' at tho stomach, arises from a debilitated state of the 
great sympathetic nerve, and may be uncomplicated with any other 
morbid state, in which case Gelseminum may be useful, in small 
doses. It may, however, arise from congestion of the portal sys- 
tem, and a torpid State of the iiver, in which case Nux vom,. Aeon,, 
Lept., Pod, or Mer. would be applicable, alternated with G-elsem, 
It is often caused by uterine congestion, or prolapsus, when Cimi- 
cifuga, Helonias, or Sepia must be given, Ignatia, Coffea, or Thea, 
in eases caused by mere nervous excitement, or sudden emotion. It 
is primarily homoeopathic to aooumdation of flatus in the stomach, 
distention, eructations and dull pain, probably caused by want of 
tone in the muscular fibres of that organ. For sach symptoms the 
2d or 3d dilutions will suffice. It is secondarily homceopathic to 
many forms — gasiratgia, Gardialgia, cramps in the stomach, and all 
spasmodic conditions of that organ. It is homoeopathic to congestion 
of the stomach, with hypersemia of its mucous lining. The symp- 
toms indicating its use are: sensation of a heavy load, with weight, 
tension, and duU pain; sometimes with empty, faint, sensations 
in the epigastrium, and a false hunger — a kind of gnawing. Of 
late, the Gelseminum is much used in all active /uemorkagee, by 
the Eclectic and Allopathic schools. They rely upon its sedative 
power. Many other remedies, however, will prove more useful in these 
affections. In active htemorrhages, Hamaui,, Ipecac, andErigeron; 
in the passive variety, Trillium, Terebinthina, and Sulph. acid, will 
be found efficient remedies. 

Abdomen and Stool. — -Rwmbling and roiling in the abdomen, 
with emission of flatus above and below ; periodical pains in the 
abdomen, with yellow diaiThiea coming on in the evening ; pain in 
the left iliac region; bowels loose, but great difficulty to discharge 
anything ; there seems to be great strength in the sphincter muscles ; 
dull pain in "bowels, which becomes quite severe towards morning ; 
dull aching pain in the umbilical region; palpitation of muscles 
of the abdomen, which continued about three minutes; slight pain 
in the transverse colon; gnawing pain in the transverse 
.colon. Seventeen hours after taking the drug, was awakened by 
-severe giipings in the lower abdomen, soon followed by a very 
natural stool, but followed by no diminution of pain until another 
large, deeply bilious discharge ; followed by instant relief of pain. 
Evacuation of flatulence both ways ; movements of flatus in the 
lower bowels; slight colicky feeling, as if the bowels would be 
moved, and constant eructations of wind and bland fluid. At break- 
fast, duli-aohe on the rightside of thejhead ; gastric oppression ; had 
to loosen the waistbands; after whioh colicky sensations to the 
left of the navel, as if a stool would shortly be passed ; slow stool, 
leaving a sensation of more remaining to be passed, and of abdom- 
inal repletion. Pdn behind the fifth rib, to the left of the stenum, 
from flatus relieved by eructation. Stool at first consistent, then 
papescent, bilious, homogeneous, preceded all the morning by 
flatulence. Coincident with the intoxicated feehng, gastralgia and 
colic. Colicky pains below the navel, extending to tlie testes, and 
causing flatus ; relieved by its expulsion ; stool of a deep yellow 
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color and papesceut ; soft, bilious stool, preceded by threatenings 
of diarrhcea; Colic ; attempted stool, macb wind only passed ; tea- 
colored, semi-solid stool; dull paina in the abdomen; sharp pains in 
the bowels with stools of a light creamy color and pappy consis- 
tence ; sleep disturbed by lancinating paina in abdomen, relicTed 
by copious discharges of flatus ; intoxicated feelings, with painless 
but slightly diarrhisio stool ; tenderness of the abdominal parietes. 

Writers bf the dominant and eclectic schools hare decreed 
that Qelseminum does not act as an internal irritant, or a purgative; 
they assert that it is not knowQ to increase any of the intestinal 
secretions. Homcepathic provings seem to lead us to different 
conclusions, as many of the above abdominal symptoms demon- 
strate. 

Clinical Remarks. — If Gelseminum be horaceopathie to Coiic, 
.it is to the spasmodic and flatulent. As either of these varieties 
may run into and induce the other, we will consider them in one 
paragraph. Flatulence is generally caused by the imperfect 
digestion of articles of food, some kinds of which, such as raw 
vegetables, and substances of a fermentable nature, are more prone 
to have that efiect. But in a perfectly healthy state of the diges- 
tive organs, all varieties of food may be eaten with impunity. The 
powers ofdigestion then, must be morbidly enfeebled before flatulent 
or spasmodic oolic can ensue. Any cause, therefore, which is capa- 
ble of debilitating digestion, may act as a cause of flatulence. In 
P&ritonitie, we cannot expect much specific benefit from Gelseminum 
except from its power to control the fever, and the nervous erethism 
from excessive pain. While it might not be as valuable as Aconite, 
it would be better than Veratrum viride or Tartarus emeticus. An 
external application of the tincture in peritoneal inflammation 
might allay the pain somewhat. I have used Aconite for that pur- 
pose with the best results. In Miteritid it may prove more 
valuable. As it causes congestion and hyperemia of the intestines, 
it may prove homceopathic to the flrst stages of acute Enteritis. It 
will probably be useful to restrain the spasmodic action of the 
bowels, which is often a dUtressing symptom of this disease. In 
Neuralgia of the Intestines I have found the tincture, in single drop 
doses, given every fifteen minutes, to be a successful remedy. The 
symptoms were acute, lancinating pains in the bowels, with great 
agitation and restlessness, cold hands and feet, rapid poise, and a 
tendency to genei-al spasms. In Strangulated Memia, the Gelsem- 
inum in sufficient pathogenetic doses, ought to be a most valuable 
aid. More relaxing than Chloroform or Lobelia, or Opium, it is 
surprising that physicians and surgeons of the other schools have 
not resorted to its use. It would ba the first medicine I should resort 
to, and no remedy holds forth greater promise of uaefclnasa in auoli 
dangerous accidents. Its internal administration would be aided 
much by external application.. In Diarrhoias Gelseminum may 
prove useful when the stools are bilious, papeacent, and accom- 
panied by much flatulence ; also when tbei-o is much nervous 
prostration— more weakness than the discharge could cause. It 
wiU not be found useful in diarrhcea with watery, mucous, or profuse 
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discharges ; or in looseness from indigestion. Dr. Morgan noticed 
that while proving the drug, any exciting news would bring on 
"threateninga of diarrhcea." This fact is suggestive. We know 
that in certdn impreaaible people, whose nervous system ■ has 
become enervated,, any fright, excitement, or emotion will cause a 
temporary looseness of the bowels. Ifow, the effects of Gelseminum. 
on the system are just such as would make it homroopathic to such 
conditions and its effects. Dr. LIppe, of Philadelphia, reports to 
me, several cases of diarrhcea, caused by fright, grie^ and depress- 
ing enaotiona, treated with the 1000th dilation, a single dose sufficed. 
In Dysentery, so far as my experience goes, the results attained 
are very similar to those noticed from the use of Aconite, viz : sub- 
sidence of the inflammatory symptoms, disappearance of blood from 
the stools, less fever, and a mitigation of the tenesmns. I have 
treated many severe cases with it, m alternation with Merc, Podoph., 
Ipecac, and Aloes, Besides its internal administration, I adopted 
the suggestion of Coe and others, and used the tincture in an enema, 
in the proportion of ten drops to fottr ounces of warm starch or 
gum water ; injecting all at once, and repeating every few houra. 
It mitigated the severe tenesmns. In Constipation, Gelseminum 
does not appear to be primarily indicated, in many oases. It may 
be useful in simple retention of stool from detteiency of tone in the 
muscular coats of the intestines [in 2d and 3d dilution]. It may be 
useful, also, in constipation, from spasm of the muscular coats at some 
point in the intestinal tubes, in drop doses of tincture. In the 
Southern States it is much used, in infusion, as a domestic remedy 
for intestinal worms, and with alleged success. Dr. Coe advises the 
Gelseminum in half or one grain doses, two or three times a day, 
combined with Podophyllin and Santonin, and says it has proved 
effectual in expelling the asoaris lumbricoides and tricocephalus dis- 
par. I have had unusual success in treating worm affections with 
the Gelseminum, 2d trituration, alternated with Podophyllin 1st or 
2d, and Santonin one-tenth, each in grain doses, two hours apart. 
After two or three days the worms ave either expelled in large 
numbers, or the verminous symptoms all disappear. A weak diln- 
tion of the tincture injected into the rectum, will often bring away 
large quantities of aacarides. 

Itver and Spleen.— The pi-ovings of Gelseminum so far do not 
show any pains or abnormal sensations referred to the hepatic or 
splenic regions. Ite effect upon the alvine evacuations, however, 
show that it has some effect upon the liver. For instance, we have, 
"large, deeply bilious diacharge; bilious, papescent stool; stool of 
deep yellow color, and papeacent ; soft bilioua stool ; " all denoting 
increased action of the iiver. We have also, "tea-colored stool; 
stool of a light creamy color, and pappy consifltence,'' indicating a 
defideot araoaot of bile in the evacuations. 

Clinical Bbmabks. — Judging from these symptoJns, we may 
cohsider it primarily homteopathic to some forms of bilious diarrhoea. 
probably from a relaxed condition of the biliary dncts, or the ductus 
communis choledochus, or it may be hepatic hyperemia. It is 
probably primarily homteopathic to paswve congestion of the liver 
26 
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denoted by prostration, and a languid circulation ; languor, dullnesa, 
drowsiness, or depression of spirits ; dimness of sight, and dull 
headache. Jaundice, with prostration, c!ay-colored stool, etc. 
There are two symptoms above mentioned, viz. ; tea-colored, [slate- 
colored ?] and creamy, papeacent stool, which indicate that Gelse- 
minutn causes either deficiency or retention of bile. Now, from 
what we know of the action of the medicine, it is hardly to be 
supposed that it can cause, prima.rily, any eseeasive secretion of bile ; 
but it may cause deficient secretion, from atoay of the liver, in 
which case the yellow coloring matter of the bile would foil to be 
eliminated from the blood, and its accumulation in the circulation 
would be a necessary consequence. This, Wood believes to be the 
most common origin of Jaundice. Gelseminum, 3d dilution, alter- 
nated with Merc^ Leptandria, Podophyllum, would be most 
applicable in such conditions. 

The Gelseminum seems to have a specific effect upon the nerves 
and muscles of the rectum. Dr. W. H, White has seen it cause 
paralysis of the sphincter ani, with tendency to prolapsed rectum. 

Urinary Organs.— Urine rather increased in quantity; clear and 
watery; frequent micturition; frequent emission of clear and 
limpid uriae, with seeming relief to the dullness and heaviness of 
the head; urine at times clear and limpid, at times milky and 
turbid. Urine much increased in quantity. [Bird, " Urinary 
Deposits," p. 210, says that it is characteristic of phosphatio urine to 
be pale and colorless ; also that suoh urine deposits pale urate of 
ammonia, nearly white. Phosphatic urine is often fcetld). " The 
effects of Gelseminum were dissipated within a few hours. As I 
have remarked an augmented secretion of urine, I suppose my kid- 
neys eliminated the drug rapidly, and so prevented its action on. the 
divers organic spheres." ITHale] have noticed symptoms similar 
to the above, whilst under the influence of the drug ; and in nearly 
evei-y instance the profuse emission of watery urine was accompa- 
nied by transient chilliness, tremuloussneas, and an evident alleviation 
of the sensations of heavmess of the head, dullness of mind, and 
dimness of sight. Several persons who made partial provings for 
me, noticed the same symptoms, with the alleviation. Contrasting 
the effects of Gelseminum oq the urinary organs, with some of the 
phenomena of disease, and they become interesting and agnifioant. 
In real Diabetes, Gelseminum cannot be of much service. It is 
probably not pathologically indicated. In I^ephritis, Cystitis, 
Urethritis it may be used as we would use Aconite in similar dis- 
eases, viz : to reduce the local hyperjemia. In these aiFcotions we 
must rely entirely upon the secondary action of the drug; using it 
in larger doses. 

Ill my practice it has benefited some cases of frequent urging to 
urinate, with scanty emigaion, attended with tenesmus of the bladder. 

In ^uresis, Gelseminum ought to prove as valuable a remedy as 
Belladonna, for like that drug, it induces a paralytic state of all the 
sphincter muscles. Those a&sea, then, of involuntary micturition 
depending ooi a relaxed or paralytic condition of the sphincter 
muscles of th^ neck of the bladder, may be much benefitted, or 
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cured by the use of the dilutions of Gelseraiuuai. Gelseminum will 
pi'obably prove useful in spasms of the ureters from the passage of 
Oalevli. In this most pmuful affection, the object is to produce, in 
the promptest manner possibie, a relaxation of the ureters. This is 
generally accomplished by the use of hot sitz baths, ChlorotbiTU, 
and Lobelia or Nux vom. Gelseminum, if properly administered, 
would prove aa efficient as either of the above means, and 
secondarily more homceopathic to the condition. In that most 
diatreaaing affection, Spasm of the bladder, it would certainly 
prove useful, by promptly relaxing the circular fibres of that 
organ. This disease is often, in the case of females, confounded 
■with uterine spasm, and in males with spasmodic colic. But in 
either disease Gelseminum. will prove a valuable renledy, ^ded 
in some cases by Cauloph., Cimicif.,Colocynth, or Nux vomica. 

Case reported by I>r. Neidhard:—" Mr. T. S., one of the moat 
celebrated artists in the United states, upwards of eighty years of 
age, was aifiicted for more than fonr months with a constant invol- 
untary discbarge of urine, every quarter to half hour, day and night. 
The disease seemed to consist in a relaxed, paralytic condition of 
the sphincter muscles of the neck of the bladder. It was impossible 
for him to hold his water. Cantharidea, Bromide of Potash, Dul- 
camara, and some other remedies were prescribed, without the 
slightest benefloial effect. It was now thought best to omit all 
remedies for several wests, but without any improvement. Having 
lately studied- the pathogenetic effects of Gelseminum nitidura, it 
was resolved to try it in the above case. Five drops of the 2d dil. 
were administrred three times a day. In a few days its beneficial 
effects were already perceptible, and in the space of a week the 
whole disease was conquered, and has not returned now within six 
months,'' 

Qenltal Organs. — (l) Men, Some irritability of the right testis, 
and afterwards dragging pain in the same, extending to both groins, 
and the hypogastrium, tbllowed by escape of flatus; irritation of 
small spots on the mucous surface of the prepuce, with surrounding 
congestion ; painless redness about the orifice of the urethra ; 
agreeable sensation during micturition, throughout the course of 
the uretha ; involuntary emission of semen, without an erection. 
One ot the moat careful and conscientious proversinonr ranks, 
writes me as follows : — '* A seminal weakness, formerly removed by 
Conium, returned during this proving, and was tiie chief reason 
whyl discontinued it.'' This statement throws much light on the 
action of this remedy upon the male generative system, and accounts 
for its alleged usefulness in seminal emissions. My own provings 
of Gelseminum developed the following symptoms : In connection 
with the general prostration, accompanied by dinresia, there was 
always much flaccidity toith coldness of the genital organs. 

CiiNicAi, Bemareb. — Gelseminum is primarily indicated in *m- 
_po(e«cefrom muscular paralysis and atony; in seminal emissions 
with or without amorous dreams, but caused in all cases by direct 
debility of the genital organs, or, rather,, of the great nerves upon 
which depends their healthy condition. It is also secondarily hom- 
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cBOpathic to aeminal emissions from excessive irritation of tlie organs 
of generation, either from emotional or local congestive oanaes, and 
■when accompanied by a condition similar to SatyiiaBis. 

In the former cases, small doses of the dilutions mayprove efficient, 
tut in the latter, large quantities will have to be administered — ^two 
or three drops of the tincture every two hours. I have used the first 
trituration of Gelaeminnm in eases marked by local itritation, and 
succeeded in effecting aciire,when other renieJies had failed. Cases 
from allopathic authorities. Coe Bays; — "For spermatorrhoBa, in 
connection with tonics we have found it of exceeding utility. It 
many cases it is better to administer the Gelseminum alone for 
several days, or until a remission of the symptoms ia induced, and 
then follow with tonics — Cerasin, Lnpalin, or Hydrastin.'' 

Case 1.— -From Keith's Journal, in a lettei- from a physician: — 
"About four years s^o, I was badly afflicted with spermatorrhea, 
and had nearly ilespaired of finding relief, for I had tried every plan, 
of treatment saggested by my medical friends. I acceded to your 
advice to try Gelseminum and took but fbar doses [of how much ?] 
before the emissions ceased ; and by continuing the medieine my 
appetite returned, the peculiar cadaverous hue of my face yielded 
to a niore healthy color, and, as subsequent years have proved, I 
■was cured of my disease." In another number we have the following 
Statement: "We believe ittobe, in the treatment of spermatorrhcea, 
as near a specific as any medicine can b6. Administer the following 

Eiwder each night, on retiring : — Gelseminum, one-half grain ; 
upulin, three grains ; mix. Gradually diminish the dose as the 
patient shows signs of improvement. We have cured several 
cases with from six to ten doses," The above prescription could 
only benefit those cases belonging to the irritative variety, due to 
some local congestion, or exalted state of the nerves of those 
organs. The Lupulin alone has a deserved reputation for curing 
wmilar cases of the disease. 

In Gonorrhoea the Gelseminum has been much used, and highly 
prMsed by some enthusiastic eclectics. According to Coe, " Gelsemi- 
num has gained conwderable repute in the treatment of GEonorrhcea. 
We have employed it for some three years past, in that disease, but 
have neverrelied on it exclusively. Our principal object in employ- 
ing it, is to overcome the urethral inflammation and prevent chprdee, 
and for these purposes we have found it reliable. We usually 
administer it at bed time, finding that the patient is more apt to enjoy 
a quiet night's rest thereby. We cannot say with certainty whether 
the Gelaeminnm possesses any specific alterative value in the above 
disease, or not, but we believe it does." He advises it in two grain 
dosea, but small powders of the first decimal trituration, or repeated 
doses of the first dilution, will probably be found as useful, and less 
hazardous than the one large dose. 

Case. — Dr. J. S. DouglM states tliat some thirty years ago a 
patient came into his office with Gooorrhcea, of several months 
standing, which had been improperly treated. One of his pupils 
begged him to allow him to treat the case, saying he could cure 
the most obstinate case in a few days, with the root of Yellow Jes 
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samine, A small handful of the root was put into a common junk 
bottle of whiskey, and the patient Ordered, in a day or two, to take 
a tableapoonfal of the mixture night and morning. He took but a 
few doaes when he became much alarmed with the effect upon his 
eyes, thinking the medicine had destroyed his vision. Every symp- 
tom of gooorrhtea had, however, disappeared, and the cure was 
permanent. Since that time he has treated many cases with it, 
and invariably with the saihe success. Dr. Morgan writes me : — 
"The Geisemmam is in repute for the care of spermatorrhea ; and 
an allopath of my acquaintance uses the tincture in the very largest 
doaes in Gonorrhcea with, as he asserts, peifeot success, even in old 
cases. 

(3.) Women. — Besides the few pathogenetic symptoms which 
I have observed, none of the provers of our school ^ve ua any 
symptoms of Gelseminum upon the organs of generation of women. 
The following symptoms came under niy notice : Sensation of 
heaviness in the uterine region, with increase of 'the white, leucor- 
rhraal discharge ; a feeling of fullness in the hypogastriaiu [in a 
gir! of 17j ; slight uterine paiu (to which she had not been sub- 
ject); aching across the saorum — a sensation as when the menses 
are coming on. [These symptoms appeared from taking five drops 
of the tincture every two hours — in a pregnant female in the ninth 
week. On examination, the oa was slightly open,.and somewhat 
patulous. Notwithstanding the small amount of experience which 
the profession possess relative to the action of the Gelseminnm on 
the organs of generation of women, there seems to be considerable 
unanimity of opinion among Eclectic authors, regarding its effects 
in that direction. We will examine the testiinony. Er. King, who 
seems to understand its sphere of action very well, and who has had 
much practical experience in the use of the medicine, says: "In 
obstetrics it has been efficaciously employed in dysmenorrhcea, 
gastralgia, cramps, and odontalgia during pregnancy; in rheuma- 
tism of the uterus, rigid os uteri, hour-glass contraction, retained 
placenta, and puerperal fever, puerperal convulsions, etc. 

We will examine its merits in the above affections briefly' in 
detail : 

In Jh/smenorrhcea of a neni-algio or spasmodic character, the 
Gelseminum would undoubtedly prove beuefidal in material doses ; 
minute doses would fail to reach the malady, because dyranen- 
orrhcea is not one of the primaiy effects of the drug. Its neuralgic 
and spasmodic symptoms are secondary. But in the congestive 
form the dilutions will be useful. In the inflammatory form. King 
advises it, in connection with tincture of Aconite, both in large 
doses. . Coe asserts that "for relieving the pain of Dysmenorrhea 
we know of no single remedy eqaal to it," He gives oneJialf grain 
of Gelseminum every two hours, and freqnently alternates Caulo- 
phyllin or Vibnrnin with it ; both of the latter remedies I know to 
be valuable in this affection. He further says :— " When caused by 
functional derangement we deem it specific ; we have earned the 
gratitude of many sufferers by its employment.'' I would advise a 
candid trial of the remedy in the hands of homceopathiats. la 
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Amenorrh(^a, Ooe advises it, and says the menses will frequently 
return under the use of half grain dosea of Gelseiuinum, three times a 
day. In the congestive variety, induced, by a cold, it will undoubt- 
edly prove of service, fn Abortion, King recommends it on the 
ground that it will have the same effect as blood-ietting in prevent- 
ing that accident. Coesays: "The opinion has been entertained 
by some that the Gelseminum is capable of producing aboi-tion, but 
our experience with it, inclines us to the contrary belief. As before 
stated, when administered in small doses, it gently atimiUates uter- 
ine contraction, but when given in large doses, it loiU arrest the 
progress of labor with much certainty. Still, we are unable to say 
that it will TTOT produce abortion under some circumstances, 
although we have never seen any evidence of its power to do so, 
and we have administered it to women at all the different stages of 
utero gestation," Drs. White and Ford thought that when used in 
Yellow Fever, the Gelseminnm rather prevented abortion, as one 
woman so treated, was in the sixth month of pregnancy, and did 
not abort. Still, my observations convince me that under some 
circumstances the mediuine may be capable of cansiug abortion. 
The pathogenetic symptoms above noticed wonld go far to sub- 
stantiate such a belief. Let it be borne in mind that anything 
whidi has a severe depressing influence upon the nervous and 
vascular systems may cause miscarriage. Thus, profuse bleedings, 
a chill, debility from acute disease, grief, fright or other depressing 
emotions, will. in some constitutions tend to such an accident. Now 
the effects of this drug on the female organism, are very similar to 
the above, and may therefore under similar circumstances bring on 
the same results. Its general action on the uterus will be con- 
sidered further on. In the vomiting and gastrodynia of pregnant 
females, when of a spasmodic character, Gelseminnm may prove 
heiieflciaL Some writer has called, attenlion to the similarity 
between this vomiting and sea-sictness. It is a curious fact that 
the remedies found beneficial in one, are those most useful in the 
Other. Thus Nux vomica, Cocculus, and Chloroform are the remedies 
for sea-sickness, and I have found them equally reliable in the severe 
vomitings of pregnancy. As Gelseminnm bears a remarkable 
resemblance to the last mentioned agent, I would advise its use in 
single drop doses, in cases where the usual medicines had failed to 
give relief; and where there was present considerable nervous, debile 
irritability. The troublesome cramps of pregnancy, although gen- 
erally amenable to the usual Verat. alb., Coloc, and Nux vom., may 
be controlled as readily by the use of Cauloph., Vibur., and Gel- 
seminnm. Dr. King in his Obstetrics, speaks of it in hour-glass 
contractions, and inversion of the uterus, in order to aid mannal 
operations, but doubts its saicty under all circumstances. In those 
oases it would be expected to have many of the effects of Chloro- 
Ibrm, especially relaxation. He also strongly advises its use in 
puerperal convulsions. 

Cases reported by Dr. J. S. Douglas ; 

Oase 1st. — On the night of the 3d inst,, (Nov. 1861) a young 
married woman, of highly nervous temperament, and seven months 
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pregnant Tvith Iier tirst child, was attacked with violent convulsiona, 
frequently repeated, and soon followed with complete unconBcious- 
nees, and the wildest dehrium. 

This state of things continiied till the afternoon of the 5th, 
T?hen she was delivered of a dead ftetua. The convulsiona now 
ceased, bnt she continisfid in a state of wild delirium, incessantly 
talking and without a moment of sleep for three days and nights. 
During the next haif day her delirium was somewhat more sub- 
dued, the incessant talk less furious, and she seemed to sleep oooe 
or twice for a minute or two. During all this time, the arterial 
action was inclined to be excessive, as in acute inflammatory disease, 
though no such state could be detected. This excessive action was 
successfully controlled by the frequent use of Aconite. 

I now resolved to try the effect of Gelseminura. She accord- 
ingly took tea spoonful doses of a mixture of three drops, third 
dilution, in one-half a tumbler of water. Durmg the night, after 
two or three doses, she had three sleeps of from one to two hours, 
and in the morning gave the first evidence of consciousness. This, 
however, was of short duration, A few minutes of mental effort 
seemed to exhaust the power of the brain and she relapsed into 
wakeful delirium. But whenever she has become delirious and 
sleepless, the Gelseminum, la the above doses, has nnifoi'mly and 
promptly procured quietness and sleep. The intelligent nurse has 
come to i-ely implicitly upon it whenever needed. The patient has 
steadily improved from the above date to the present, Nov. 23d, 
though it has been necessary to give occasional intermediate doses 
of Aconite, which alone has controlled the excessive arterial activ- 
ity. She now leaves her room, though her mirid is weak, and wan- 
ders when too long excited. - 

In this case it is evident that Gelseminum has uniformly and 
perfectly succeeded in quieting excessive nervous irritability and 
delirium, and procuring sleep, where Aconite, Bellad., Cham., 
Coffea, Hyoa., Ign., Puis., Stram., etc^ had proved powerless. 

Cme 2m(Z.— On the 5th Inst. I was called to see a lady eight 
months pregnant, the mother of four children, the two last of 
which had been born at about the same period (of eight months). 
All her labors had been exceedingly tedious, from three to six or 
eeven days, apparently from the great rigidity and unyieldingness 
of the, 08 uteri. In her last confinement she had violent puerperal 
convulsions. - When I was called on the 5th she had bad regular 
labor pains for throe days, but, accustomed to protracted labors, 
she had not thought it time to send for me till she was seized with 
a convulsion, which was repeated before my arrival. I found the 
pains quite active and frequent, but on making an examination not 
the least re«ult was observable. The oa uteri was not in the least 
developed, but rigid, and perfectly closed. 

With the vivid recollection of her last two labors, at the same 
period of eight months, their extreme tediousness, the violent and 
alarming convulsions which now bid fair to be continued through 
a labor of days—perhaps many days ; of all the exhaustive appii- 
ancea formerly employed to subdue the convulsions and to stop or 
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baaten the premature labor, with jiearly all my time neeessariiy 
occupied with the case above related, no one will mai've! at my 
extreme anxiety and perplexity. On reflection, aa all other known 
means had, on the former occasions, proved so fruitless, I resolved 
to try the effect of Gelseminum. It might, by its great sedative 
power, subdue the spasms ; it might allay and put a stop to the 
premature labor pains. If it feiled of accomplishing these objeota, 
it might relax the rigidity of the os uteri, and thus facilitate the 
labOT. She was not of a uei-voos, but a bilious temperament. I 
gave five drops of the tincture, directing it to be repeated after 
each spasm, or, if no spasm occurred, every hour unless the pdns 
were abated, or she experienced some of the characteristic 
symptoms of the drug. After three dosM I saw her. No more 
spasms had Occurred,' The pains were unchanged. Directed one 
drop every two hours. Six hours after, the pains were nearly the 
same, but a very palpable change was effected in the state of the 
OS uteri, which was now soft, relaxed, and sufficiently dilated to 
admit the finger easily, I had no doubt the labor would now go 
on, and from the much more rapid relaxation of the os uteri than 
on former occasions, would be much less tedious. I left to call 
again in six or eight hours, or to be notified if needed sooner. At 
my next \mt the pains were much less frequent and much lighter. 
No syraptomB from the drug. Continued one drop every four 
hours. On the following day, the pains had altogether ceased and 
the patient was feeling entirely comfortable. Three days since she 
was in her usual good health and attending to her usual duties. 
She was safely delivered at the proper time, and after an easy labor. 
Othera can draw then- own inferences from this case, and I will 
not comment upon it, except to say, it is obvious that Oelserainum 
accomplished in it what every hitherto known means had entirely 
f^led to effect, on two precisely similar occasions, with the same 
patient. 

Case reported by Dr. C. A. WiUiam.a ; — Mrs; S , a large 

woman of plethoric habit, about twenty-eight yeai-s of age, in her 
sixth month of pregnancy, was taken, April 25th, 1864, with flow- 
ing. It not being veiy severe, the patient, fro;a some cause, 
allowed it to continue to the 28th, when, thinking she was about to 
be confined, sent for me, (I attended her through a case of the 
same kind the year previous.) On calling I found the above his- 
tory, with the following condition: considerable flowing, but no 
pain. On examination, I found the os slightly dilated, and at once 
proceeded with the usual remedies, to check the hemorrhage, but 
with no success, and the discharge continued until the eve of the 
29th, when the waters were expelled. Immediately previous to 
the last act, she had bad two or thr^e quite severe p^ns. On 
examination I found the os uteri rigid, with the orifice about the 
size of a three cent piece. As she was free from pain I put, her on 
Caul,, two grain doses every two hours, 1 continued this until the 
80th, 11 A. M,, when, on examination, I found no change. The 

fatient had been comfoitable, with the exception of slight nausea; 
then gave her Caul,, firat dec. ti'it,, three grain doses eveiy two 
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hours, until the eve of the same day. Still no change. I then gave 
her Gelseminnm M. est., two, drop doses, every hour, TJie follow- 
ing momiug, May 1st, I called again. Bhe had rested well, had 
flowed but very httie, and concluded she was no better. I made 
an examination and found the os fully dilated, and the head of the 
fcetns'partty expelled. I very soon delivered her, and cut the cord ; 
the c^ild lived nearly an hour. The placenta was ret^ned, and 
about ten minutes after the child was expelled, the os had con- 
tracted, and was rigid as before. I again gave her Caul., in its 
various potencies, with no success. I then gave Ergot, but got no 
effect except nausea. This occupied the time from May 1st, until 
the 3d, Fnday, the os still ri^d, I gave Gelsem. as before, and 
with the happiest results, as in a few hours the os uteri was fuily 
dilated, and the placenta expelled. Mark, that during the whole 
course of this case there were no pains, except the few before the 
liquor amnii was discharged. The patient progressed finely, and in 
& lew days was convalescent. The discharge was quite hght after 
confinement, and of a pale color. 

In the treatment of the form of pucrpoval convulsions depend- 
ing ou Ursemia, I should place much reliance on the remedial 
powers of Gelseminum. It wiU be found of much service in mod- 
erating the violence of the fits,'as well as to run oif by its diuretic 
efiects, some of the uvea and carbonate of ammonia upon which the 
primary morbid condition depends. . Of the use of Gelseminum in 
rigid os uteri, Dr. King says : " It has within the last few years, 
been recommended to overcome this difficulty, and I have admin- 
istered it in a considerable number of cases with benefit. It pos- 
sesses an advantage over Lobelia in not causing nausea and vomit- 
ing, but as a general rule its mfluence is not so readily experienced 
as with that drug, and when once effected is of a more permanent 
chai-acter." (Do not give so much then, Doctor.) Prof. Cleveland, 
Dr. L. E. Mliler, and many other writers emiuent in the Eclectic 
and Allopathic schools speak very highly of the use of Gelseminnm 
in difficult labor, from rigidity of the os or vagina. They consider 
it much more efficiept, and its administration attended with less 
suffering and danger than Chlorof,, Bellad., Lobelia or artificial 
dilatation. I think that Gelseminum, in ri^dity of the os uteri, is 
superior to any remedy usually recommended in our school. It 
may be applied locally to the os, in the form of the glycerole of 
Gelseminum. ; one or two drama should be rubbed into the rigid os, 
with the finger. Oi-oserio advises the admioistration of a few 
pellets of the 30th [!] of Belladonna. Jahr says, "If the neck 
fihoald remain closed, and a hard rim should be felt ail around the 
orifice, three globules of Belladonna dry upon the tongue will 
bring about the regular evolutiou of the progress of labor," or " if 
the dilatation of the va^na proceed too slowly, or be too painful, a 
few doses of Coff., Sec, Puis., or Nux vom., will remedy this 
trouble." This latter prescription is much more scientific than the 
former for Coff., See. Puis., and Nux vom, undoubtedly cause 
nudity of the va^na and os uteri, as a primary effect. But there 
tB nwti a paiiiole of pvoof that Bellad. does. Ou tLe conti-ary, the 
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■well-known and invariable primary effect of Belladonna is to cause 
paralysis or relaxation of all the sphincter muscles. Gelseminum 
has many points of resemblance to BeUadonna, but none more sim- 
ilar than its effects on the sphincter and circular muscles, all of 
which are primarily relaxed, and even paralyzed. It dilates the 
pupil, paralyzes the glottis, relaxes the sphincter of the bladder and 
rectum, and those muscles of the os uteri and vagina, upon which 
their contractile power depends. While, then, it has & similar 
ection to the Belladonna, it can be u^ed with greater safety, for its 
effects are generally transient, and may be controlled, if oxeessivej 
by such a general remedy as common salt ; or specific, such as 
Secaie or Caulophylliim. The lai'ge doses of Gelseminum advised 
by Eclectics, are not necessary. From two to five drops of the 
tincture, or even first dilution, if good, will, in most cases, be found 
sufiicient. There is one other argument for the use of Gelsem- 
inum in some difficult labors, which, if made reliable by the test of 
observation and experience, will bring the medicine into deservedly 
high repute. I allude to the statement made by several prominent 
writers, but pavtioularly by Coe, whom I quote, as follows : " Some 
division of opinion exists in relation to the true action of this 
remedy upon the uterus. We have had considerable experience in 
the treatment of female disorders, and have used the preparations 
of Gelseminum quite extensively. For five yeara past we have 
employed it as a parturifacient, and with better sati'^faction than 
any other remedy. We use it for the purpose of relieving cramps, 
or other spasmodic difficulties, vertigo, nervous iiiitability, wake- 
fulness and other symptoms accompanying gestation. It seems to 
prepare the sjetem for the parturient effort, and labor is com- 
pleted in an unusually short period of time. When administered 
in small doses, it gently stimulates uterine contraction, but when 
given in large doses it will arrest the progress of labor with much 
certainty." The same writer seeks to account for this and other 
peculiaiities of ite action as follows : "Gelseminum is one of those 
medicines which are peculiarly governed in their action, by the 
quantity administered. Thus, in small doses it acts as a gentle stim- 
ulant and tonic to the nervous system, giving vigor and harmony 
of action ; while in large doses it proves a powerful relaxant, 
completely prostrating the muscular system, and by over stimnla- 
ting the brain and nerves, produces irregular and disturbed nervona 
action." This sentence undoubtedly embodies the real sphere of 
action of this wonderful remedy, as well as the true rationale of its 
curative powers in disease. The explanation is worthy the staunch- 
est disciple of Hahnemann, for it indicates as strongly as words 
can, that it cures according to the law of Similia, i. e., it cures in 
emali doses, that which it causes in large. 

, Air Passages. — Paroxysms of hoarseness, with drynera of tlie 
throat ; voice seems weak ; sneezing followed by tingling and fulness 
in the nose ; sneezing with dull headache ; tingling in nose; paraly- 
sis of the glottis, with difficulty of swallowing; ineffectual efforts to 
articulate; voice thick, as if the tongue was too large; congh from 
tickling and dry roughness of the fauces ; burning in the laryus and 
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<5own in the liheet, under the steramn; a sensation of soreness in 
the chest wiien coughing. 

Clintcal Remaeks. — Dr. Douglas considers it aJmoBt a epecifio 
for ordinary catarrhal fever, with the usual symptomB of sneezing, 
watery coryza, sorenesa of the throat, and cough, with rawness in 
the chest. During the winter of 1860-61 I treated a great many 
eases of severe influenza, then epidemic, in which the symptoma 
much resembled the above, only more intense, often nearly 
approaching to acute bronchitis. Gelseminum was the principal 
remedy relied upon. It seemed to act very favorably in cutting 
short, or modifying the disease. Only a few cases needed Phos, 
or Mercur, iod, in alternation. In Acute .Bronchitis it will donbt- 
less be found as useful as Aconite or Tart, eraet. In Aphonia from 
catarrhal paralysis it is fully indicated, in small doses. (See case 
reported under head of "Throat.") 

Tboi'acic Ol^ans. — Stiteliing sensations in the region of the heart; 
constrictive pain around the lower part of the chest; short parox- 
ysmal pw.n in the superior part of the right iung, on taking a long 
breath with stitches trom above downwards. The pain in the lungs ia 
one of the most prominent symptoms. Periodical pains in the pec- 
toral muscles; offensive breath; slow breathing and slow pulse, 
(primary), followed by rapid breathing, and quick , weak pulse 
(secondary). Sudden sensation of suffocation, as in hysteria; respi- 
ration almost imperceptible; sighing respiration. (In men) Breath- 
ing unnaturally slow ; heavy and labored respirations ; inspirations, 
were of a Mghing, catching cliaracter ; slow breathing with rapid 
pulee (primary), R^piration harried and seemingly painful ; inspi- 
rations ; long with croupy sound ; expirations sudden and forcible. 

Pathology.— Th^ following patholo^cal appearances have been 
observed by Dr. Miller and myself, in animals poisoned by Gelsem- 
inum: Active hyperemia of the lungs; lungs highly congested; 
heavy, sinking in water, but evidently not inflamed; lungs bluieii 
at the base, crepitating but little, and filled with venous blood. 

Clinical Bbmakks. — But few painful symptoms of the chest 
have been observed by the provers of Gelseminum, This I presume 
can be accounted for on the supposition which the pathological 
appearances seem to uphold, that it does not cause inflamma- 
tion, or any disturbance of the nerves of sensation of the thoracic 
organs. In this resoect it ranks with Aconite and Veratrum viride. 
It undoubtedly first attacks the nerves which control the respira- 
tory moveinents, acting primarily as a sedative, causing more or 
less paralysis; and secondarily, irritating the same respiratory nerves 
into irregular and spasmodic action, with concomitant hyperjemia. 
The venous congestion, I imagine to be the result of an inability of 
the veluB to return the blood to the heart, from paralysis. The 
secondary symptoms shown by the dogs, were evidently of a spas- 
modic character, as regards the respiratory efforts, while tha 
primajy respiratory symptoms, were as evidently the result of a 
sedative influenoe on the nerves. 

The therapeutic sphere of Gelseminum in thoracic 
may bo briefly summed up : It is primarily indicated ii 



>stsd by Google 



ai2 NEW HOM<EOPATHIC PROVIN'GS. 

or debility of the lungs, of a nervows origin ; and in passive con- 
gestion ; it is secondai-ily indicated in all atfectione of the lungs and 
plenra, which ai'e marked by erethism, or vascular irritation ; or 
when congestion is to be feared, or is already present ; also in all 
q)aamodic afFectiona of the Inn^ and diaphragm, anch as convulsive 
hiecongh, certain forms of asthma, spasms of the air passages, 
convulsive cougha, etc. In real J'n&umonta and FleiiHsy, it is not 
truly homteopathic, but may be need with benefit. Dr. J. S. 
Douglas, says: "A word in regard to the homceopathicity of Gel- 
aeminum in inflammations, as pneumonia, etc, etc. In all inflam- 
matory cliseasea, there is a forming or congestive stage, character- 
ized by chilliness, depressed pulse, etc. According to my view, to 
this stage, and this only, is Gelseminum homteopathio. When thia 
Stage is passed, and congestion gives place to inflammation, the 
indication for Gelseminum ceases, and that for Aconite begins. 
This is the clear distinction which I make between these two valu- 
able drugs. I do not, however, mean to exclude Aconite from the 
congestive stage of inflammatory diseases, but I believe Gelsem- 
inum still more strongly indicated." 

The remarks of Dr. Marcy, relative to the action of Aeonito 
on the lungs, are perfectly applicable, It appears to me, to Gekem- 
inum; — "It is highly probable, aslhave already observed, that many 
of the pnlmonary symptoms, produced by Aconite, are duo to its 
specific action upon tbe brain, rather than any direct impressions on 
the lungs. Normal respiration and obculation can only be sustained 
by an unimpaired condition of the brain. Even when the imprea- 
sion upon thia organ is alight, we observe an immediate change in 
the action of the heart and lunga. The inhalation of Chloroform 
or Ether, for example, which exercises a apecific influence upon the 
brain, causes an almost immediate acceleration of respiration and 
circulation — the pulse often rising to 140, and the respirations to 
26 or more, in the minute." 

I have called attention already to the similarity of Gelseminum 
to Chloroform. It is probable that as soon as the Gelseminum 
produces a decided impression upon the brain, the symptoms of 
pulnionaiy sedation cease, because counteracted by the cerebral 
mfluences, and we have acceleration of the respiration and circula- 
tion. Let it be borne in mind too, that in some spinal diseases, 
various spasmodic affections of the lungs set in. The influence of 
Gelseminum on the spinal cord may induce similar symptoms. Dr. 
Douglaa, says: "In the first stage of the disease (Pneumonia) as in 
most other inflammatory diseases, Gelseminum is capable of breaking 
up the disease in the first twenty-fonr hours, by producing free 
perspiration. Repeat it as occasion requires till the fever and pain 
abate. Gelseminum ia more prompt and effectual than Aconite and 
Bryonia if ^ven at an early stage. 

Back xnd Heeh.— Dull, aching pain in back, particularly in lum- 
bar and sacral region ; pains in the neck, which confine themselves 
to the upper part of the sterno-oleido mastoid muscles directly back 
of the parotid glands ; dull pain under scapula of left side; pain in 
the back as in the cold stage of ague, (in many cases) ; chilliness 



>stsd by Google 



GELSEMINUM SEMPERVIRENS. 213 

and chills running up the back from the loins to the nape of the 
neck; rheumatic pains in the left side of the neck ; contractive sensa- 
tions in the right side of the neck ; a settled, dull, dragging head- 
ache, mainly in the occiput, mastoid and upper cervical region, 
extending to the shoulders, relieved when sitting, and by reclining 
the head and shouldei-s on a high pillow ; aching in the left anterior 
part of the trapezius muscle ; aching in the eacro iliac and lumbar 
regions, and the lower pai-t of the left thigh, as when a fever is 
commencing. 

Clinical Ekmli.eks.— No remedy so certainly causes Myalgia 
by its aeconadary action, than Gelseminum, and no remedy is more 
certain to relieve such pains, temporarily, at least. (See Dr. Moore's 
case on page 180). It is most useful in the acute variety ; -when 
chronic, myalgia must be treated by China, Nux, Helonias, etc. (See 
Inman'a treatise on myal^a.) It is homceopatbie and curative, as I 
have often verified, in many of those aches and pains in the back, 
shoulders, neck, and occiput, which so often precede or follow 
attacks of ague or nervous fevers; also when these or similar pains are 
of a neuralgic nature, arising from some form of spinal initation; 
or come on as the resctlt of a cold, having somewhat of a rheumatic 
character. It will doubtless prove to be homos opathic to many of 
those anomalous cases of spinal irritation, or chronic myelitis, which 
resist the usual remedies. la paralytic conditions of the lumbar 
or sacral muscles, it is especially indicated. 

Upper BxtPemitleB.— Deep seated, dull aching pains in upper 
and lower extremities, and joints generally ; severe pain in both 
upper extremities ; seemed to be deep-seated in muscles; the pains 
were most in left arm and fore-arm ; severe aching pain in left 
elbow; rheumatic pain in extremities; sharp shooting in last 
phalangial joint of right thumb ; dull pains in muscles of right 
arm and shoulder, and some of the time in the left ann ; sharp pain 
in right wrist ; weakness and numbness of both arms ; coldness of 
the wrists and hands; itching about the elbows and fore arms; 
some heat and dryness of the hands ; the palms feel hot and dry; 
drawing-acho about the left elbow. From large doses the arms 
become powerless, with loss of voluntary motion; sensation remains 
intact. 

In dogs, poisoned with Gelseminum, the fore lei^ were not par- 
alyzed until some time after the hinder limbs. In attempting to 
walk — dragging the posterior extremities — the fore legs tottered aa 
if weak, and finally gave way ; then clonic contractions seized them, 

Itwould seem to be homceopathic to paralysis of the arms, with 
Ims of motion, but not sensation {the reverse is true of Aconite), 
also when the paralyzed arms are affected with cramps and contrac- 
tions. It may bo found useful in some forms of rheumatism of the 
arms, induced by a cold, and not inflammatory, attended with loss 
of motion. 

lower Extremities.— Dull pain in the left thigh ; dull pain in left 
hiimera! region, also in lower extremities — these are deep-seated 
in the muscloa ; rhonmatic pains in bones and joints of extremities, 
and in the back; deep-seated aching pains in muscles of extremities, 
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relieved by motion; severe pain in calvea of both legs; paroxysmal 
pain in the left lower extremity ; ahootiag pdn in calf of right leg ; 
violent shooting pain in the leg, whioh conies on ia paroxysms ; 
every one ia more violent ; the pain is half way between the knee 
and ankle ; pain in hip of left side, confining itself tothe joint ; it at 
times extends to the outside of the thigh ; the pain is of a drawing, 
sharp character, and much worse on motion ; pain in little finger 
and the one next to it; pains in left foot and ankle, with spasmodic 
contraction and drawing pains in the toes; exoesatve drawing, 
contracting, and crampy pains in the lower limbs, extending from 
the thighs to the toes— the pains seem to proceed Irora the bones 
3s well as the muscles ; excessive orampy pains in the whole right 
foot ; during and after a walk, the symptoms are much aggravated ; 
it seems as if the limbs could not be made to move another step; 
wheo the pains are felt above the Imee, they are not felt below, and 
vice versa ; excessive drawing and contracting pains in the gastroo- 
nemius muscle of the left leg; the other pains in the limbs all abate 
while sitting; this does not; no position seems to relieve it; drawing 
and aching pains, which seem to come from bones; heaviness and 
feeling of weight in the limbs; coldness of the extremities, especi- 
ally the feet, often severe; feet feel as if in cold water, aguish 
feeling, with p^n in the legs; p^nin popliteal spaces; aching in the 
left rectus femoris ninscle, and drawing in the right calf; transient 
crampy pain in the innerpart of the thigh when walking; rheumatic 

fiain in the right knee, and left aide of the neck — the latter when 
ying down ; the former when walkiug; while walking, a feeling 
in the knee joint as if the relation of the bones were deranged, and 
did not fit, as in partial luxation ; paias in the left thigh and knee ; 
sudden catch or twist in the inside of the patella. Paralytic 
symptoms made themselves manifest throughout the entire muscu- 
lar system — first experienced in the knee, and then in the inferior 
tibial region, increased unto falling. Loss of voluntary motion in 
the lower extremiiies; fatigue of the lower limba after slight 
exercise; soreness in the gastrocnomii muscles as if they had 
been beaten. The paralysis caused by Gelseminnm is first mani- 
fested in the lower limbs, which become weak and then powerless, 
but with no loss of sensation, at least not until the near approach of 
death. 

It seems to be homceopathic to rheumatic (myalgic) pains in 
the legs, accompanied by crampy sensations and weakness of the 
knees. — (See ease reported under heading "Throat.'') 

Skin. — The Gelaeminura produces a very marked eruption in 
most of the eases. It appears on the face most frequently, but 
sometimes also upon the back, and between the shouldera. It is 
papulous, very much the color of measles, which it closely resembles, 
ba6 the papulse ai'e more distant and distinct. Though very con- 
spicaous, they are attended with little or no sensation — the patient 
being unaware of any eruption until he happens to see himself. 
Persons have frequently been asked what was the matter, or if 
they had the measles, when they were not aware of the eruption. 
It generally appears the second or third day of the proving, and 
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continues one or two weeks more. An eruption of vesico-ptistiiles 
— painless, but having no other analogy with measles — appeared, 
durJBg proving, on the inside of the thighs. 

Intense but transient itching of small points on the face, at the 
edge of the hair, and on the scalp; pimple, quite sore, having the 
areola embracing the diameter of a pea, red and inflamed (snch an 
eruption not experienced at any other time). The pimples appeared 
on the forehead and neck, sore to the touuh, and seemed like a small 
cutaneous induration, or minute furunculi. They finally disappeared 
without aappuration. During its use in yellow fever a constant 
erythema of the skin was noticed, and a redness of the tongue; 
neither appearing during the administratioQ of Veratrum viride. 

Cllnicai Rbmabks. — Its action on the skin is at once speciSo 
and peculiar taking into consideration its cataiThal symptoms, we 
may consider it indicated in measles, as well as some other painless 
Moo-auppurating eruptions. Its ase in erysipelas and exanthematous 
fever, has already been alluded to. I>r. Goe writes : " We have 
found the tincture an excellent remedy for poisoning l>y the Rhus 
toxicodendron, and Rhus radicans. Dilute the tincture with from 
four to eight parts of water, and apply as directed for erysipelas, 
keeping the parts constantly moistened with it. If there be any 
febrile excitement present, administer the tincture internally at the 
same time. * * * We have experienced the value of this rem- 
edy in our own pei'son, and can recommend it as reliable. Other 
practitioners have used it with success. * * Many forms of skin 
diseases [what /] may be benefited and cured by the internal and 
external application of the tincture." 

81eep> — Very restless; during the night was very restless with 
nnpleasant dreams after midnight ; but little inclination to sleep; 
when it does ootne on, dreams much of business, etc.; disposition 
to sleep; a sort of stupor ; cannot keep the eyes open ; is obliged 
to lie down and sleep. Drowsiness and long sound sleep are very 
general symptoms. Drowsiness with dimness of vision ; kind of 
drunken stupor ; heaviness of the eyes as after nigbt watching ; at 
first it seemed to cause drowsiness; I afterwards aggravated the 
habitual sleeplessness; unusually sound morning sleep, with diffi- 
cult, weary waking (after taking twenty-five drops the day and even- 
ing previous) ; langaor and drowsiness when trying to study; slept 
an honr in the afternoon, and on being roused felt unwilling at first 
to move j eyes transiently bloodshot. It cannot be considered a 
narcotic, ranking with opium. Still it has some narcotic traits, in 
common with Aconite, Chloroform, Alcohol, or Hyosoyamus, Un- 
less taken in large quantities, it rarely indnces sleep by its direct 
effects, but it may give sleep by removing nervous erethism. It 
more resembles the ao-called nerviiiesi iScutellaria, GypHpedium.^ etc. 
We have the following opinions of writei-a of other schools : 
Professor TuUy considered it a oarcotic, and places it in a group 
with Spigeiia. " It mnst be borne in mind that Gelseminum is nar- 
cotic Some division of opinion exists as to whether the Gelsem- 
inum has a narcotic property. We should think that a veiy slight 
experience would be sufSoieut to decide this question, Wiien the 
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patient is Isrought fully under ita constitutional influence, the Bymp- 
toms are so marked that we cannot conceive how the remedy should 
be deemed otherwise. On attempting to move ahont, the patient 
appears as if intoxicated; the mueeles refuse to obey the mandatea 
of the will, while the head is dijsy and the senses confused. In 
some respects the symptoms much resemble those produced by Stra- 
monium, and in like manner pass ofi" as soon as the remedy is dis- 
continned ; at other times the patient appears as if under the influ- 
ence of Alcohol, and evinces a decided disinclination to motion, and 
tendency to sleep, from which he awakes invigorated and refreshed." 
(Dr. Coe.) " Whether it is a narcotic, is not yet satisfactorily estab- 
lished." {Dr. King) 

Clinical RsaiAEKS. — In those comatose states caused by 
cerebral congestions, we shall flnd it a valuable remedy. I have 
called attention to its usefulness in the stupor attending the fevers 
of children. [Infantile remittents.] It wiU bo equally useful in 
the stupor of typhus eerebralis, or any form of typhoid, when 
coma is a prominent symptom, and the other symptoms cor- 
respond. It may also be beneficial in the low dehrinm of typhoid 
fever. When nsed for the above, the low dilutions are advised. In 
that peculiar stupor, or drowsiness, felt by students and persons of 
sedentary habits, espeoiaUy in hot weather, and not caused by 
hepatic torpor, this remedy in small doses, continued for many days, 
is as capable of afibrding relief as any drug I have ever used. 
When depending on hepatic derangements, it is removed by 
Podoph., Lept., or Nus Vomica. In Ddivium. tremens, or morbid 
wakefulness of drontards, large doses (five or ten drops) of the 
tincture repeated as often as necessary, will be found as useful as 
opium, in some cases, and more efiicent in others. No remedy so 
happily controls the sleeplessness and agitation of teething children, 
students, persons laboring under mental excitement, or hysteric 
females. The first dilution will usually suflice. 

Cask. — Reported by Dr.Lodge, A commercial traveler asked for 
advice under the following circumstances : — He said that he was en- 
gaged during the day taHng orders, settling accounts, etc, nerves 
on the stretch all the time ; that at night he would go to bed with a 
feeling of exhaaation, and great desire for sleep but without obtjun- 
ing any rest ; the transactions of the day would be turned over in 
his mind again and again — repose coveted but not gained, I gave 
him a drachmvialof tincture of Gelseminum, with directions to take 
three or four drops in water when retiring. The prescription was 
successful. A few months afterwards he reported that it was only 
necessary to resort to the Gelseminutti occasionally, but that 
when he did use it, it calmed his nervous system, produced slight 
prcBpiration and quiet refreshing sleep. In sleeplessness, from 
nervous irritation, it is invaluable. 

General ajmptoms.— Weakness and trembling through the entire 
system ; listless and languid ; great lassitude ; feeling of lightness 
in the body; fear of Ming; easily fatigued; general feeling of 
illness as in fever, so prostrated tlistt he can neither move hand or 
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foot; no power over any musefo; strange, indesoribaMo feoling 
tbrougli the entire system. 

Clinical liKMAEKB.— The only symptom in the above which we 
need to notice in this plaoe is the one in italies. It very frequently 
appears in peraons Buffering from spinal exthauition, particularly 
when caused by onanism. This fact I have observed in several 
cases, A very few other remedies in our Materia Medica have this 
symptom. (Ambra-grisea.) 



GOSSIPIUM EERBACEUM. 

(Cotton Plant.) 

The Cotton plant is a native of Asia^ but is exlensively cultivated 
in this coantiy. 

Ko proving of the Cotton root has been made, and its medicinal 
effects are so uncertain and anreliable that it will be mentioned 
merely to call the attention of the profession to the agent, and 
stimulate some one to institute provings on the healthy, in order 
that we may have some reliable data for its use. 

Dr. Bouohelle, of New Orleans, I beheve, was the first to call 
attention to its powers as a uterine motor-atimulant. He published 
his observations in Southern medical journals, and other physicians 
substantiated his statements. He says :— "The inner bark of the cotton 
Toot has a special affinity for the sexual organs, modifying their 
functions in a remarkable manner ; it not only possesses osytooio 
properties, invigorating feebla contractions of the uterine fibres, 
but it originates expulsive contraction at any period of gestation, 
and will indnoe immediate abortion when taken in the proper quan- 
tity, and withoat any detriment to the health of the female." He 
asserted that it is "habitually resorted to by slaves in the South aa 
an ee5o?8c, for the criminal purpoaoof indacing abortion, a fact which 
I have had named to me a number of times by Southern praeti- 
tiouera." Dr. B. infers, from its influence on women, that the use 
of it destroys the generative capacity, rendering the person sterile, 
without impMring the health. Dr. King, in his Eclectic Obstetrics, 
quotes the above, and says: "Should this eventually prove to be 
the case, this agent will become a most important article of our 
Materia Medica, a boon to physicians, and likewise to females with 
deformed pelves." It is used in strong decootion — four ounces of 
fresh bark to one quart of water, boiled down to a pint— dose, two 
fluid ounces every twenty-five or thirty raiuutes. He adds:— "A 
tincture of the bark in spirit of nitric ether, and administered in 
doses of from thirty to sixty drops, several times a day, has produced 
the most decided and prompt relief in Amenorrhoea owing to a 
torpid condition of the uterus, or a mere derangement of its fuuc- 
28 
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tions, not connected -with disease of other parts. It has likewise 
proved effieaeions in cases of recent dyamenorrhosa. I have suc- 
cessftilly used it in a few oases of uterine hemorrhage, in combina- 
tion with ergot and cinnamon.'' How mercilessly would Hahne- 
naanu have criticized this last statement I How can a sensible phy- 
sician write snch a sentenoG? Wiiich waa the efficient agent? 
Which had any power ovet the hemorrhage ? Yet, of such loose 
statements U the ordinary Materia Mecfioa of the opposite schools 
made up! 

Drs. Jones and Scudder plaee the Cotton root among the Em- 
menagoguea, but at the same time assert that it is "not Abortiva 
or Paituiient in the slightest degree." They say, "It may be emmen- 
sgogue; at least, in some eases in oar practice, the warm infusion, 
drank freely, with other auxiliary measures, has reproduced the 
menstrual discharge. It is hai'd to determine, however, in such 
cases, how much to attribute to the agent, as any warm fluid, ta.ken 
freely, with the uae of the wann foot and hip bath, will sometimes 
be aufficient to reproduce the discharge.'' 

Coe's statements are all loose, and are of no reliable character. 
He recommends it for all sorts of uterine diseases. (His employers, 
Keith & Co., manufacture the Gossipin, Mid wishit lauded in the 
highest terms.) I commenced experimenting with the Gossipium, 
aboat eight years ago ; I have given it in small and large doses, to 
the healthy and the diseased, cmd have yet to see the Jirst symptom 
of patfwgenetia or cwative action arise from its use. I have 
ordered it in strong decoction in Amenorrhcea, and also in the third 
dilution of the tincture ; I have prescribed the Gossipium in massive 
and minute doses, in dysmenorrhcea, uterine hemorrh^e, etc., but 
never noticed the slightest effect ; nor have I ever seen anything 
which would lead me to suspect it was an abortivant or parturient. 
Dr. Holcombe, of New Orleans, and other Southern phy^oians, 
inform me that they have no confidence in its alleged virtues. On 
the contrary, we have the testimony of many Eclectic and Homce- 
opathic physicians, that the Cotton root is a remedy which really , 
does exert an influence over the generative organs of women, and 
has been found useful in uterine pains, cramps, hemorrh^es, atony, 
amenorrhcea, and as an efiieient agent in difficult labor pEuns. 

" Mr. Shaw, of Tennessee, writing to the Nashville Journal, 
says : 'I consider this root one of the' very best emmenagogues of 
the materia medica, and I think it should be so classed. My reasons 
for considering it such, are grounded upon the different experi- 
ments which I have made with it, within the last twelve months. 
1 sometimes use a decoction, and at others an infnsion, hut most 
generally a decoction, prepared thus: Cotton root, four ounces ; 
w^ter, two pounds. Boil down to one pint. S, — A wine glass full 
every hour. This produces the most salutary effect in dysmenor- 
rhtea ; it acts as an anodyne in allaying the pain, iuid as an emmen- 
agogue in aiding or augmenting menstruation ; its action is very 
speedy ; after its exhibition, in this case, it produces an effect which, 
indeed, appears almost natural, that is, almost without pain ; the 
patient, after its exhibition, feels but little inconvenience from pain. 
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which 800C subsides, and me nstr nation is imtaediately aagmented, 
without acceleration of the pulse oi" gastric uneasiness. There ace 
tew other emmenagognes that can claim this feature. 

"'Its action in amen orrhoaa I think superior to any other emmena- 
gogue belonging to the materia medica, though it would be proper 
to pay some attention to the general health of the patient before 
exhibition. It is superior to anything that I have tried in tho 
way of eramenagoguea. I have had cases in which I first tried 
the usual emmenagognes, with but little effect, or success, when 
I would determine on trying the decoction of this root, which 
would far surpass my expectations, by acting with the most marked 
effect ; menstruation heiug prodnoed on the followmg daj^ after 
its exhibition. All of the symptoms disappeared on exhibition 
of this medicine. I believe this to be the best emmenagogue that 
we can employ in mere suppressio mensium, where there ia no other 
disturbance in the general health. 

"'With the usual emmenagogueB, I was unable to produce the 
catamenia on a young lady, which continued for aboat twenty- 
four hours, then suddenly became very sparee and painful ; and 
in a few days after this period had passed, I employed the infu- 
sion of the cotton root as a means of exciting this fimetion, which 
it did on the following day, a plentiful discharge being produced, 
which continued for five or six days. She has been regular at 
every period since that time, and has enjoyed good health with 
the exception of a tew simple attacks, which caused no derange- 
ment of the menstrual function. For about twelve months pre- 
vious to the exhibition of this medicine, her health was very much 
impaired, but she commenced improving, and soon recovered her 
health. I could detail other cases similar, in which I have tried 
the decoction with the same effect, but I deem it unnecessary to 
mention its action in each individual case, 

*" As a parturient agent, I think it superior to ergot in one sense 
of the word, and in another about its equal, its action being about 
as prompt as that of ergot, and attended with much less danger. 
I have tried both in parturition, and found the cotton root decoc- 
tion to act with fully as much efficacy as ergot. In some cases in 
which I have tried it, the pain was to some extent allayed, and 
labor promoted with as much speed as when ergot was administered. 
It appears to bo perfectly harmless, from the fact that its action is 
almost unattended with pain. Ik causes neither gastric distress, or 
acceleration of the pulse— if it doeB,'it is not perceptible — both of 
which are occasioned by ergot to some extent, 

'"Ihave witnessed itsaction in retfuned placenta with good effect, 
which was an expulsion of the mass in about twenty minutes after 
the exhibition of the first dose. It may be proper to say, that I 
gave two doses before the placenta was thrown off. I believe it to 
be safer as a parturient agent, or an emmenagogne, or at least as 
safe, as any other article of the materia medica. 

" ' It should have a fair and impartial trial by the profession gen- 
erally, because it will prove itself worthy of the time and labor 
spent in its investigation. It is handy to all, and free of expense. 
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At t ials by the profession will confii-m the truth of this short 
Give it a trial, and it will prove itself in some cases of amen- 
htea dysmenorrhcea, or probably in some lingering case of 
lal which may require the assistance of medicine, to produce 
c t a tion of the nterus for the expulsion of the child. I think it 
w thy f the attention of the profession, in the above cases. 

" ' Tincture of Cotton Moot as a Tonic- — There is a condition of 
the system in which this tincture acts as a valuable restorative. 
These cases are ot a leuoco-phlegmatio temperament of both sexes, 
but it is to the female sex that I wish to draw the attention of 
the reader. Where there is general bad health, accompanied with 
tardy menstruation, I have used it with the happiest effect ; in a 
few cases of emansio mensium, caused by antemia, where the 
patient was troubled with p^ns in the loins and giddiness of the 
head, with a derangement of the digestive organs, such as anorexia, 
accompanied with an uneasy, depressed feeling at the scrobicnlua 
cordis, every month, which was promptly relieved by the tincture, 
but not with the effect of producing the menstrual flux, which was 
afterwards produced by the decoction, Ifind it necessary to continue 
the tincture from two to four weeks. The strength of the tincture 
that I have been in the habit of using, is prepared thus :— -Bark of 
the root (dry), eight ounces ; diluted alcohol, two pounds ; digest 
fourteen days, then filter and give it in one drachm doses, three or 
four times a day. The tincture which I used was prepared by 
myself; and as I have seen no account of its use, I claim the first 
preparation of it, as well aa the first experiment with it. My 
brother, Dr, H. J. Shaw, has since tried it, with the same good 
effect ; in fact, his experience coincades with mine throughout.' 

■ '/The cotton seed has acquired considerable reputation as an 
anti-periodic in cases of intermittent fever, the use of which ori^- 
nated with a planter in South Carolina, who saya :— 'I have never 
f^led to cure a patient, with a mngle dose of it, even where large 
doses of quinine have failed.' 

"'It is, however, in the peculiar active properties, of the )-oo(, that 
the profession will be chiefly interested. The, oftentimes, gi-eat 
danger in administering ergot, prevKits its use, even when its 
flpecific effects seem to be called for. If these specific effects can 
be obtained by the use of the cotton root, and this too, without 
the liability, of injury to the general system (and these have been 
attributed to it), the profession would do well to give it a 
thorough and extensive trial.'' — {JUden^s JmurmiX). 

I here leave the consideration of this plant for the investigation 
of my ( 
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HAIAMELIS TIEGINICA. 

i^iic7t Eazel.) 

This is an indigenous shrub, sometiraes called Winter-hloom, 
/^appinff-hazlmut. Spotted Alder, etc. It consists of several 
crooked, branching trnnke, irom the same root, from two to six 
inches in diameter, ten or twelve feet in height, and covered with a 
smooth, gray, and spotted bark. It is a mnch larger shrab than the 
'edible hazle-nut, which hae a straight trunk, not spotted, but 
brownish. The Hamamelis vir., grows in almost all sections of the 
United States, especially in damp woods, flowering from September 
to November, when the leaves are falling, and maturing the seeds 
the next summer. The bark and leaves are the parts Hsed in medi- 
cine ; they have a pleasant, aromatic odor, and a bitter, astringent 
taste, leaving a sense of pungency and sweetness in the mouth. 
Water extracts their virtues. The shoots are used as " diviuiog 
rods'' to discover water and metals under ground, by certain adepts 
intheoccnlt.arts. They have been used, also, by certdn superstitious 
quaclcs, for the cure of old ulcere, etc., by rubbing them on the 
aise^ed surface. Strange as it may seem, cares are alleged to have 
been made in this manner. There has always been a large amount 
of superstition connected with this shrub. The popular preparation 
known as " Pond's Extract of Hamamelis," is made from the leaves 
and twigs, by a process of distillation. It is nsed by all the schools 
of medicine as an anodyne application. It cannot be expected, 
however, that it will I'elieve or benefit all the diseases mentioned on 
the extensive labels of the manufacturer, and the physician who 
pins his feith thereupon will he disappointed. This remedy, like all 
others, has its limited sphere of usefulness. 

Cleneritl Application.— Allopathic authors deem it hardly worthy 
of mention. Wood barely notices it in his Dispensatory, as a mild 
astringent, and discutient. Eclectics make more mention. King 
says it is tonic, astringent, and sedative ; useful in htemoptysis, 
liEematemesie, and other hamorrhagos ; also diarrhtea, dysentery, 
and exoesdve mucus discharges;— "It has been employed with 
advantage in incipient phthisis, in whiob it is supposed to unite 
anodyne infiuences with its others ; nsed as an application to painful 
tumors, and external inflammations ; also, as a wash for sore mouth ; 
an injection in bowel complaints, prolapsus aui and uteri, leucor- 
rhoea, gleet, piles, and ophthalmia." These authors say that the 
decoction may be taken internally, in any quantity, and applied ex- 
ternally of any strength. No feara are entertained that it will 
prove injurious. The Hamamelis has been used in homceopathic 

Eractice for twelve or fifteen years. Several physicians claim the 
onor of introducing it to the profession, among whom are Hering, 
Okie, and Preston. I believe l)r, Okie was the first to write eon- 
ceming the medicine, although he says Dr. Hering was the first to 
call his attention to the remedy. Dr. Hering, it seems, became 
acquainted with its virtues while attending Mr. Pond, the proprie- 
tor of the Exti'aet, who informed him what it was. Dr. Okie says ■- 
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" Hering proceeded at onoe, by scientific trials, to discover for him- 
self whether the remedy did, or did not, possess any or all of the 
virtues attributed to it by its proprietor,'' Hering informed Dr. 
Gushing that he had used Pond's Extract in " chronic effects from 
mechanical injuries," painful and bleeding htemorrhoids, and 
" severe plemitic stitches supervening on tuberculous phthisis.'' He 
considers it a "nnion of Aconite and Amioa.'' It is aUttie strange 
that no regular proving has been made. If Dr. Hering h^ made 
any proving the profession has never seen it. Dr. Pi-eston made a 
fragmentary proving, which was published ia the Philad. Jour, of' 
Horn., vol. 1., page 460. We shall have to make nee of that, and 
the pathogenetic and clinical notes scattered through ^the various 

Vascvliti' System — Arienai System. — ^Hamamelis does not seem 
to affect the heart and arteries directly. It does not appear to con- 
trol arterial inflammation, or congestion, or hsomorrhage ; but, 
according to all observers, its sphere of action is especially upon the 
Venous System. Of the few pathogenetic symptoms we have, 
not many point unmistakably to aa affection of this system. But 
we have abundant clinical experience to prove that this remedy is 
one of the most prominent we possess for inflammation, of veins, 
venous congestion, hEemori'hage, etc. In Dr.Preaton'sprovingwill 
be found the pathogenetic symptoms in full, such as "crowding 
fulness of blood in the head and neck; sense of suffocation, etc.; 
also "uterine hfflmorrhage," "Epistaxis." 

Climical Rbmaeks. — As early as 1851, Dr. Preston writes : 
" It has been used by many physicians in Rhode Island, in cases of 
venoas congestion, aad hsemorrhage, with great sacceae." "Me uso 
in morbia,''^ Ihave made many trials of the efficacy of Hamamelis. 
Have ^iven it successfully in a number of cases of Epistaxis, some 
of which were of an alarming character, and the cure has been 
prompt and effectual. One case of active uterine hmmorrhage, caused 
by a fall, was promptly relieved by it, but its particular sphere 
seems to be in passive hjemoi'rhages and venous congestions. I 
have cured many cases of passive uterine hsemorrhages with it, and 
have given it with success in a few caaea of pulmonary haemorrhage. 
But the crowning point of its virtae rests in its peculiar, prompt 
action in cases of phlegmasia alba dolens, and in varicose vems. In 
old cases of varicosis I have never seen its equal, and have cured 
many cases of varicose veins of the leg and foot, which haveresisted 
all other treatment for years." Dr. Preston states that Dr. Henry, 
then of Selma, Alabama, was the first to recommend the Hamam- 
elis to our use, and thinks he might ivtrnish us with valuable thera- 
peutio and pathogenetic information, but I have not been able to 
find anything from hia pen on the subject. Dr, Okie estimates the 
Hamamelis highly, in phlegmasia alba dolena, varicose ulcers, and 
varicoses. He has used it succesafully in haamoptyais, epistaxis 
piay)ura, bleeding and painful piles, etc. {Phila. Jour, of Horn., vol. 
l,p. 536). 

Dr. Belober reports the following cases, which I have some- 
what abridged : — 
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Case ls(. —Vomiting and purging of blood (see " Intestinai"). 

Case 1nd.—A boy, aged fourteen, growing rapidly, with a good 
appetite, haa had Epistaxia at irregular intervals of from four to 
twenty-four hours, by which he has becomepale and much enfeebled. 
Ham. 3rd, one-eighth of a drop twice a day was riven, and »nce the 
first dose to the present time, three months, ho has had no return. 

Case Srd. — Melcena (see ^^ Intestinal"). 

Case ith.—A case of Varioloid. At a certain stage of the 
disease there came on EpistaJtia, which lasted about an honr, ceased, 
and returned in a few hours, and continued. " The blood waa dark, 
discharging freely in drops; the palse rapid; breathing hurried; lips 
and mouth dry ; the iace and body were covered (besides the papu- 
la;, which seemed to nio not to have progressed, but to have 
shrunken) with a dusky red erythema, with purpura! spots, varying 
from the size of a pin-head to that of a three-cent piece, here and 
there — but over the abdomen, which I more particularly examined, 
occupying one-third of the surface. The vessels of the conjunctiva 
were ao congeetiad, as at first sight to appear like chemosis. Gave 
Shmamelis, three drops of the first dilution in a tumbler of water, 
of which a table-spoonfiil was given evejy fifteen minutes. In 
twenty minutes the hemorrhage had ceased entirely, and returned 
no more. The medicine was then continued every hoar. The next 
day he had one ejection of a dark, bloody character, hut the 
purpura had not increased, and he had slept some. Gave Rhus. 2, 
and Ham. 3, alternately every hour. In two days he was out of 
danger, and convalesced rapidly— (N. A. Jour. vol. 3, page 463,) 
Pr. Belcher states that " hemorrhage with asthenia or ansemia, or 
from asthenic tendency, is of itself an indication for the use of Ham- 
amelis," He considers sulphuric acid an analogue of Hamamelis, 
but its action is not so prompt. Further notice of its action in 
venouB diaeasea will be mentioned ander other heads. 

Head.— A crowding fulness of blood in the head and neck. 
The epislaxis was accompanied with a feeling of tightness of the 
bridge of the nose, and considerable crowding pressure in the fore- 
head, between the eyes, with f, benumbed sensation over the whole 
OS frontia. — (Preston.) A painful fulness of the brain, especially at 
the top, with a desire to hear lofty, sublime conversation, attended 
with perfect indisposition to talk, myself; feeling as if a bolt was 
passed from temple to temple through the head, and tightly 
screwed, accompanied by a feeUng as if she ought to be reverenced 
by all around her. — (Burrett.) 

Clinicai. Rbmabks.— The above symptoms would seem to 
indicate a condition of passive congestion, or venous stagnation, 
resulting in hemorrhage from the overloaded vessels. In headache, 
arising from congestion, and resulting in epbtaxis, this may prove 
an excellent remedy. Many cases are only relieved by bleeding 
from the nose. The Hamamelifi acts by removing the cmise, and in 
this manner arrests the bleeding, if present, and removes the con- 
dition upon which it depends. We have but little clinical testimony 
as to its value in Cephalalgia. It will nrobably never be found as 
useful as IJella,donQa, Aconite, or Gei 
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■xis, with a feeling of tightness of the bridge of 
the nose, and considerable ci'owding pressaro in the forehead 
between the eyes. (This was caused by one drop of the 3d, in Dr. 
Preston, who never before had bleeding from the nose.) Frofms 
^iataxis {ten hours after taking one drop of the 8dJ, 

Clinicai IlBMABKS.-^We have found in the vaiious Jonmals, 
over one hundred cases of epistaxia, some of them of an alarming 
oharaetei', wiuch were promptly arrested by the use of Hamamelis 
in some form. A few of these cases have been given under the 
head of "Venous System," and othei's, of a notable character, are 
given briefly below. Dr. Belcher cured a severe ease in a boy 
^ed fourteen, with Hamamelis 3d, one-eighth of a drop. The 
bleeding had not returned several months after. I>r, Preston ia aa 
article on venous hemorrhages writes;— "Epiataxis, or bleeding 
from the nose, forms the most common hemorrhage of childhood, 
and in a great proportion of cases is simple and perfectly harmless. 
When, it is dependent upon active congestion it is usually arterial, 
and proves its own remedy; when it is the result of mechanical 
congestion, or forms one of the developments' of the hemorrhagic 
diathesis, it is passive and probably venous." Dr. P. gives an 
interesting case, illustrating its treatment with Hamamelis. 

"An old gentleman, hemiplegic, who had been subject to 
^occasional attacks of hemorrhage from the nose, often profuse and 
very debilitating, and on several occasions requiring Mr. Aber- 
nethy's operation of plugging the nostrils, before it could bo 
Stopped. He had now been afflicted at intervals of several days 
with slight ooaing of very dark blood from the schneiderian mem- 
brane, particularly three times a day and shortly after meals, corres- 
ponding to the rhythmical exacerbation of the puise ; after the 
afternoon meal the bleeding was very profuse. He was able to 
walk about, but complained of feeling very weak and faint, with 
occasional vertigo or confusion of ideas ; his countenance was pale, 
and his pulse decidedly hemorrhagic. I ordered him home, and to 
keep perfectly quiet ; to use a strong nourishing diet, with wine at 
each meal, and gave him China and Hamamelis 3rd, in alternation 
every two hours. I was sent for to his house in the afternoon and 
evening, and the bleeding had been almost constant, but, slowly 
oozing from his nose since he got home ; by evening he was too 
weak and faint to set up, but lay in bed with his head raised ; gave 
China and Hamamelis 1st. The hemorrhage increased however, 
all the next day, when small pieces of linen were wet with 
Hamamelis tincture, rolled up in the shape of a fiinnel, and pushed 
as far into the nostrils as possible. The next morning the bleeding 
had been very shght, exhaustion much less, and all other symtoms 
improving. In three days he was able to go abont his business." 
Dr. Burnet, of N. 0., reports " a lady of plethoric habits, had 
epistaxia twenty-four hours, which all ordinary means had failed 
to relieve. At a previous attack she came near bleeding to death ; 
I gave her Hamamelia 3rd, and a wash of diluted tincture for her 
nose. The heraoiThage was arrested in a few moments, but 
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returned, by coughmg, tlie nest day. It was again arrested by 
the same means, and did not return.'' 

Mouth. — Dryness of the mouth; burnt sensattou onthetongoe. 

CuNiciL Remaeks, — I have used the Hamamelia satisfactorily 
iu bleeding from the buccal cavity, bleeding and spongy gums, and 
hfemorrbage from the cavity after extraction of a tooth. In cases 
of bums of the tongue and lips, from hot drinks, a weak aolntion 
of this medicine held in the month gives prompt relief. 

Ijes.— Ithas proved cm-ative in painful inflammation of the 
eyes; excessive congestion of the oonjonctiva and bruises of the 
orbits. It is useful in extravasations under the conjunctiva, and 
p^nless sugillations on the eyeball. During pertussis the eyeball 
sometimes becomes congested, and the minute vessels are ruptared. 
A wash of Hamamelis quickly dissipates the extravasations, 

Tbroat. — Dry, thirsty feeling of^ the throat, which water would 
not relieve, lasting full twenty-four hours. — {BwriU) Fulness in 
the neck ; have to sleep with the neck free of any covering. 

Clinical Remakkb.— There Is a condition of the fauces, and 
throat, which m_ight not inaptly be designated aa varicosis, the 
posterior fauces, uvula, and pharynx are of a blneiahhne, cansed by 
distended veins which ramify on the surface; this causes a fulness, 
irith cough, and pain in swallowing, and sometimes hawking of 
dark colored blood, mixed with mucous. In one case of this 
character the internal and topical nse of Hamamelis proved 
curative. 

Stomaeh aud Vowels.Scematemesis, Constipation, JUmno'rrhotds. 

Clinical Remarks.— The primary effect of Hamamelis in 
material doses, is to diminish the secretions of the mucous surfaces 
of the intestinal tract ; a form of constipation is the result. In none 
of the fragmentary provings which we possess is there any symp- 
tom relating to congestion, or hsemorrhage from the stomach and 
bowels, but our clinical experience ia rich in cases of such haemor- 
rhage. Dr. Burnett ia Am. Mom. Review, vol. 1, page 612, reports : 
"a lady who had been expected to die for several days, from 
hajmatemesis, I had none of the Hamamelis by me, and ordered a 
decoction of the bark — a teaspoonful every three hours. It cured 
the patient immediately." Writing of haamorrhage from the bowels, 
or melfena. Dr. Preston says: "I have given Hamamelis wlth- 
Buecess in arresting hasmorrhage, when I knew the bleeding pro- 
ceeded from oaroiaomatous ulceration, as well as where it arose, 
from simple mechanical congestion of the portal circulation. To 
show that othem have had like success with the same remedy, I 
relate a case of melsena, probably of the latter kind, r^orted to me 
by my brother-in-law, Dr. George S. Green, of Hartford, Cc. 

July, 1856, Mr, M , aged twenty, light hair, dark eyes, spare 

figm'e, etc., came home from his hnsiness with a violent headache, 
and took a dose of Calomel at night, followed by one of Castor Oil 
in the morning ; this he did on his own responsibility, and the 
consequence was a severe diarrhrea, for which Dr. Schae was 
called upon to prescribe. Dk. S. attended him ten days, and 
reports his discharges to have been very profuse and watery, as 
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often as every half hour, accompanied ■with more or less fever, but 
HO pain. After ten days the Dr. left him convaiescentj but (luite 
■weak, and, intending to leave for his home in Massachusetts. Two 
days after, quite early in the morning, he had a very large discharge 
of dark clotted blood, and within an hour, two more discharges, 
the three filling a large-sized chamber pot ; very offensive but 
attended by no pain. At this time I first saw him, in consultation 
with Dr. S. I examined the discharges; found the patient pale and 
much exhausted, aware of danger butnotfilgfatened; pulse 120-130, 
weak, internetting, hasmorrhagic ; no tenderness on pressure in any 
part of the abdomen ; no enlargement of liver or spleen that could 
be felt ; no pain, notbing but great weakness, and occasional faiutnesB. 
A week previous to thia hsemon-hage he had two discharges from 
the bowels, that were liquid, and brick colored, with a greasy seura; 
his appetite had been unusually good, but his countenance pallid 
and sunken. On the seventh day after this attack, when I was 
called, he had another discharge from the bowels, of dark, grumous, 
offensive smelling blood, which continued to pass away from him 
with a gurgling noise, until three large sheets wai-e saturated. On 
the next day he passed about a tea-cupful of bright red blood, and 
the haemorrhage ceased. He was sicK in the house eight weeks ; 
his hair fell o^ and he was somewhat anaaarcoua in the lower 
extremities, but from the first, had no pain, and, after the bEemoi-- 
rhage, no fever; his recovery, perfect. The only remedies used 
were stimulation, China, and Hamamelis virginica. This case 
was unquestionably one of mechanical congestion of the portal 
drenlation, and the basmorrhage was probably caused by the action 
of the powerful cathartics t^en in the commencement. It is 
unnecessary for me to say, that in my opinion, both the diarrhcea 
and haemorrhage might have been avoided by judicious treatment 
in the beginning, because the cong^tion might have been removed 
■witbont such violent result ; but the symptoms having been caused, 
the treatment certainly proved successful." We might relate 
several other cases of meliena, as well as of hiematemesis, depend- 
ant upon other causes besides mechanical congestion, in all of 
which Hammamelis was of great sei-vice in arresting and preventing 
hsemorrh^e, which otherwise ■would probably have proved fetal, 
George E, Belcher, M. D., of New York, reports the two following 
cases: Case 1., James (a porter), aged about thirty, a well-built, mus- 
cular Irishman, afcer complaintog about three days (as near as I 
could ascert^) of fullness, and grumbling, aching pains in the 
abdomen, and irregular febrile flnshes, was attacked with vomiting, 
and purging of blood, which gradually increased. In the morning 
of the day the heemorrhs^e began, hia employer sent him Nux V. 3, 
and jIcok. 3 ; to be taken alternately ; hut,38by evening there was no 
improvement, I was sent for, and gave Ipec. 1, and M^e. sol. 2, 
alternately, every hour. Early ou thefollowing morning I received 
information that the hsemorrhage continued, and that he was faint, 
cold, and sweating profusely. Ifound him so, indeed, with a weak, 
rapid puke, restless, and complaining of the fullness and grumbling 
in the abdomen; but, owing to the imperfect domestic arrangements. 
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I could not ascertain how ranch blood had been, vomited or purged. 
J gave Mamamelis, two drops of the tincture dissolved in half a 
tnmbler of water, of which a desaert-spoonful was given every 
fifteen or twenty imnutes, until improvement took place. This was , 
very apparent, when I called two hours afterwards ; a reaction was' 
moderately but firmly established, and the patient fdt better. He 
had vomited once only, and font a small quantity of blood ; and the 
melsena fi'ora this time diminished, so that it disappeared, nearly, if 
not entirely, in two or three days. I substituted Chin, and Merc, for 
the .Ham. in about twenty-four hours aftel" improvement had bemra, 
and continued them, on account of the apparent hepatic congestion, 
to convalescence. 

Case 2. W. A, B. A man aged abowt forty, temperate, of a 
spare habit, after complaining two or three days of fulnesa through 
the hypochondria, and attacked with diarrhffia, on account of 
which he called at my office, and for which I gave hini^fs. 3. The 
next day, not being relieved, I was sent for; found him feeble, 
with blank, dingy-reddiah countenaooe ; thirat ; frequent pulse ; and 
having a loose evacuation abont every three or four houre, which he 
described as offensive, and of the color of dark rosewood. Not 
seeing it, I concluded that it must be melsena, and gave Sam. and 
jlcon.; a solntion of two or three drops of each in tumblora of 
water, of table spoonful doses, were directed to ho ^von alternately 
every two hours, until better. The next day I found him feeling 
decidedly improved, having had but one small discharge since. 
From this time he rapidly convalesced. 

Dr. L, Pratt communicated to the Chicago Horn. Medical 
Society, 1859, the foUowmg case of Intestinal hemorrhage. A 
young man whose health had been injured by ague and quinine, 
was attacked, during the course of a typhoid fever, with copious 
bleeding from the bowels. The blood passed by the rectum 
amounted to at least two quarts before I saw him. He had stools 
of blood about once in fifteen minutes ; it was of a dark grum " " " 
nature. Four drops of the mother-tincture of Hamamelis, ii 
tambler of water, a desert-spoonful to be taken every ten minv 
until the discharges were arrested, for an hour-j-omit for an hour — 
then to take one dose more. Afterwards omit until a relapse 
occurred. The next day ascei-tained that the bleeding had twice 
returned, but was at once airested by a single drop each time. 
The patient recovered under the use of Arsenicum and China. In 
this case the bleeding probably originated in nleeration of some 
portion of the intestines ; was of a passive character, and perhaps 
venous. It would seem from the above cases, that Hamamelis is 
curative in several forms of hemorrhage from the bowels, 

(1) That caused by portal congestion, 

(2) Prom a ruptured vessel. 

(8) From ulceration of the bowels. 

(4) From a hemorrhoidal vein. 

In DysenWy., the Hamamelis is indicated when the amonntof 
blood in the stools, is unusual in quantity, and amounts to an actual 
hemorrhage. The blood in such cases is generally dark, in small 
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clots or patches, scattered through the mucas. Dr. Duiiii, of 111,, 
(1^1. State Horn. Ass., 1858) SEud he "had not found Mereurins bo 
effectual in the treatment of dysentery, duriog the past summer, aa 
it had formerly been ; hut he had been highly snccessfnl with Ham- 
amelis, in cases of dysentery, in which the alvine evacuations were 
largely loaded with blood." 

In the 80-called hcemorrhoidal dysentery, this remedy is almost 
specific, alone, although it may sometimes have to be alternated 
with Aloes or Podoph. In my practice benefit has accrued both 
from the internal and topical application. A few drops of the 
tinctnre or lower dilutions, every bonr or two, intei'nally ; and an 
enema of one drachm of tincture Hamamelia to four ounces of cold 
water, or starch water. The decoction of the bark (one oz. to one 
qt. water) is even better than the above preparation for an enema, 
both in dysenteiy and bleeding hemorrhoids. 

la DiarrhoBa, the Hamamdis is said to have been found useful, 
but the indications for its use are not ascertmned. It will require 
more extended provings and clinical experiments, to establish its 
applicability to diarrhtea. I would suggest that it may be useful 
in mncus and serous discharges. It is in Memorrhoida, that the 
Hamamelis has achieved some of its greatest victories. It seems to 
have extraordinary power over this disease, not only aa externally 
manifested in the form of hemorrhoidal tumors, but against the 
primary cause, which is often located in the portal system. It has 
been used in this affection from the earliest history of the country. 
The aborigines first imparted a knowledge of its curative virtues 
to the first settlers. It is mentioned as a remedy for piles, used 
externally, in the works of the early " Jiotania''^ physicians. 
When Pond first sold his Extraet, it was recommended particu- 
larly for this complfunt. Dr. Hering was Pond's family physician, 
and was induced by him to try ila efficacy in some diseases. In 
1850 Dr. Hering informed Dr. Cushman, a pupil of Dr. Okie, that 
he had used it successfully in " painful and bleeding hemorrhoids." 
Dr. Okie was then induced to test its virtues, and in a letter to 
Hering, published in 1853, he says: "I next made use of the 
Hamamelia in a number of cases of painful and bleeding piles. 
Those oases in which it baa proved most beneficial in my hands, are 
characterized by burning, soreness, fulness, and, at times, rawness of 
the anus; in the back a weakness or weariness, or as the patients, 
graphically express it, ' Doctor, my back feels as if it would break 
off.' The hemorrhage is generally profuse, and I have in several 
instances seen this latter symptom cured completely, with shrmk- 
ing of the over-loaded hemorrhoidal vessels, so that the full, pout- 
ing look of the aous was changed to its own more natural and 
demure pucker, while the burning and itching, depending more 
upon cutaneous irritability, or some herpetic taint, still remained. 
I have here likewise made a wash of the remedy, applying it exter- 
nally while giving it internally in the more dilute tbrm, Mr, T., a 
highly respectable agrieuiturallst," somewhere in the fifties, had 
been troubled with painful and bleeding piles for a number of 
years. On examination I found the anus surrounded with a crop 
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of tHTiiid hcmorrhoiclai veins, tluish in color, and the whole anus 
encircled by a red evytheraic halo. I found he suffered with 'hauk- 
aehe,' has a ' pasty month,' digestion tolerable, was not much con- 
stipated; I gave Hamamelis first dilution six drops night and 
morning and applied a lotion, one-third of the remedy, two-thirds 
distilled water. In a fortnight he called again and! found him 
much relieved. Irepeated the prescription, to he taken once a day. 
Since which time he has remained well," 

Dr. Davidson, {Monthly Mom. Jieview, London,) reports a ease 
of "burning, painful hemorrhoids," in a lady, who had been 
subject to attacks of piles for the last ten years. Her symp- 
toms were " great suffering from weight, and pressure, at tho 
anns; hemorrhoids protruding; gi'eat exhanstion from frequent 
hemorrhage from the rectum ; bowels constipated ; severe frontal 
headache; restless nights; mouth parched and dry on awaking. 
Hamamelis 6, ten drops in six ounces of water ; one table spoon- 
ful three times a day. The third day after, the hemorrhoidal 
symptoms were much relieved, but she complained of severe pains 
in the back. Continued the medicine. Five days after, the hem- 
orrhoids were painful and protruding, A new symptom had also 
developed itself. My patient wished me to examine her arms, as 
during the past two days she had suffered severely from a peculiar 
pricking pain, from the wrist to the shoidder, which pain is 
increased on pressure. On examining the arms, I foand that the 
patient indicated the direction of the pain along the eourse of the 
supei-fieial veins. Ordered Sacch. lactis to be continued the next 
three days, when the pricking pain had quite left her arms ; but the 
hemorrhoids were still troublesome. Hamamelis 6 — thirty drops 
in six ounces of water, to be used as a lotion. A pledget of lint, 
saturated with this, to be applied to the protruding hemorrhoids 
every night. Six days alter she reported herself well. Six 
months after, the same patient applied again. She was suffering 
from protruding hemoiTfioids, accompanied by severe inflammation, 
she also had catarrhal symptoms, and was very desponding. Ham- 
amelis 6 was given as above, and the lotion used as before. She 
took only five doses, because, — ' after the fourth dose she became 
very much alarmed by a pricking pain in the region of the heart. 
The hemorrhoids, however, were mneh relieved. Ordered Sacc. 
Xact. Two days after, the pricking pwn "about the heart" was 
still very severe ; it was also now felt in the courses of the super- 
ficial veins of both arms. These pricking pains continued for a 
period of ten days, increasing in intensity during that time. At 
length I prescribed Arnica 12, three times a day. Two weeks 
after the patient states that she feels better than she has done for 
years ; and the piles, to use her own expression, ' have been com- 
pletely vanquished. I must not forget to record, that while under 
treatment, this patient had been reheved, by the Hamamelis, of a 
peculiar tightness of the chest, from which she had suffered from 
childhood." This case presents some interesting peculiarities, 
namely: the apparent pathogenetic symptoms caused by the Ham- 
amelis, simulating inflammation of the veins, and even the heart. 
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The questiou might arise, would not the same pains, etc.., have 
arisen during the course of au attack of inflammation of the hem- 
orrhoidal veins, had the Hamamelia not been administered ? How- 
ever, HahnQmann would nndoubtedly have placed these symptoms 
in the pathogenesis of Hamamelis, and we may do the same; still, 
we could wish that further experiments would substantiate the 
reliability of these symptoms as purely belongins; to the dnig, in 
which case they would be very important as indicating, unmistak- 
ably, its sphere of action. 

irrlnary Organs.— Scanty, high-colored urine. 

Clinical Remakks. — The Hamamelis has been found useful in 
hcematuria. Several cases presenting the symptom — bloody urine- 
have been reported, cared by this remedy. 

"In Hiematnria" — writes Dr. Preston — "China and Hamamelis 
are the principal remedies, unless there be nlca-ation of the prostate, 
or neck of the bladder, when these should be alternated with As- 
terias-rabens. In all hemorrhages dependent upon Scirrous, or 
caroinomatus ulceration, we have used Hamamelis to control the 
hemorrhage, and Asterias rnbens to arrest the ulcerative process, 
and we have had more than ordinary success with these remedies 
in a number of cases. In wrethraZ and renal hemorrhages, China, 
Cantharis, Mezereum, and Terebinth, are recommended, but we have 
had cases of congestion of the tubuli nriniferi, foUo.wing Scarlatina, 
and attended with discbarges of black blood from the kidneys, when 
neither of them, nor Dig, Hamamelis, Zinc, and a host of others, 
had any good effect, that were cured in two or three days by the 
use of Gallic acid, in three grain doses three times a day." 

Dr. Belcher reports the following case, which perhaps can be 
classed among renal efieotions: "A lady, who, while pregnant, 
had albnrminaria and general anasarca, with occasional va^nal dis- 
charges of blood. She was prematurely confined, when about six 
and a half months advanced, and then had adherent placenta, which, 
until detached, caused her to flood so profusely as to be fiunt and ' 
fainting for four or five hours. About twelve or fourteen days af- 
terwards she was attacked with dysentery, which lasted four or 
five days ; about tea or twelve days after thif, with the ague ,and 
fever ; after this, flooding again, wbicl\ last attack was controlled 
without difficulty by the Hamamelis second, repeated every three 
or tour hours." 

Organs of eenci-atlon of ■Women.— Hemorrhage from the uterus, 
of bright and fresh blood, not coagulable, about midway between 
the menstrual periods, (from ono drop of the third— (Dr, Preston). 
Active uterine hemorrhage in a young lady. (See Preston's 
fragmentary provings.) 

Clinical Remarks. — Dr. Preston, who reports the pathogenetic 
symptoms referred to above, remarks that in the first case, that " a 
leueorrhoea which the lady had been troubled with for years, ceased 
as soon as she began taking the Hamamelis, and has not a^ain ap- 
peared." l!. is a common and popular domestic remedy, in torm of 
a decoction, used as a vaginal enema, and generally with con- 
siderable success. Eclectic writers recommend it in leucorrhcea 
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with relaxation of the vaginal walls, but consider ila action that of 
an "astringent." Trne, the HamameHa contains tannin in quite aa 
appreciable qaaiitity,but even tannin is homceopathio — secondarily— 
to aome forma of ieucorrhffia, Samamelis, used interaaliy and 
topically, is one of the most useful medicines in those varieties of 
lencorrhcea which similate a hemon-hage, and constitnte a drain on 
the system as severe as a bleeding. In most cjwes, however, it 
should be alternated with Pulsatilla, Sepia, Heloniaa or Seiiedo 
gracilis. 

Dr. Okie, in his letter to Dr. Hering, says he found it useful in 
Ovarian Disease : " My first use of the vemedy was in the case of 
a colored girl, twfinty-two years of age, of plethoric habit, who at 
the age of eighteen, had received a violent blow over the left 
ovarian region, and since that time had suffered with violent pains, 
at times concentrating themselves in the seat of the original injury, 
and again producing a diffused and agonizing soreness over the whole 
abdomen ; the touch aggravated these sufferings intensely ; the left 
ovarian region was swollen, flat on percussion ; the menses were 
irregular, very panful, with exacerbation of all the sufferings at the 
catamenial epoch. Ezamination per vaoinum, disoloaed exquisite 
tenderness of the canal, a swollen and tumid oa uteri, which was 
likewise extremely sensitive ; passing the finger by the side of the 
neck of the womb, and pressing upward toward the left ovarian 
region, likewise caused extreme suffering. This patient was 
frequently afflicted with retention of urine, and I had been obliged 
to use the catheter for several days together, I made use of the 
Hamamelis in this case, both internally and externally. I made use 
of Pond's extract. After using it she was much relieved ; could 
bear pressure upon the swollen, part (the swelling having notably 
diminished) ; the diffused soreness was less marked. She bore the 
Vicinal examination with more ease. A gradual return to health 
set in, from the time the Hamamelis was commenced." Dr. R. Lud- 
1am informs us that he has found this medicine a most important 
remedy, internally and locally, in aU ovaiian diseases, accompanied 
with swelling and tend&^esa of those organs. He advises compresses, 
wet in the dilute tincture, constantly applied to the sensitive locality. 
It was found very useful by Dr. Burnett, in varices during preg- 
nancy. — "A woman in the fourth month of pregnancy with her 
seventh child. She was compelled to labor for her livelihood; suf- 
fered almost always with varicose veins ; at this time she was very 
lame ; suffered much pain and could scarcely move about. I gave 
twelve globules of Hamamelis third dil., and a wash of diluted 
tincture. She took four pills at a dose, two doses a day. The first 
day she felt entire reliet from pain, and could exercise with ease. 
She required no further treatment ; I attended her in her confine- 
ment and' found no trace of her former malady." "A lady preg- 
nant with her fourth child. She complained of a painful stiffness 
and a sensation of swelling and weakness in her left leg, which 
continued to some extent during pregnancy ; but the Hamamelis 
gave her pi-ompt relief, and there was no retuni of it .after confine- 
ment." " A woman pregnant with her fifth child. During her last 
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three pvegnaticiesshe had been troubled severelywithvaricoae veins, 
which, after the iiftli inooth, had burst above the ankle and bled 
profttHely. When I was called to see her, she was only four months 
advanced in pregnancy, but the bleeding had commenced, and she 
■was anticipating a serious time. I gave her Hamamelis three times 
a day, dilated tmcture for a wash. She had no more bleeding, and 
is now well." Dr. F. Burnett, of New Orleans, found the Haraa- 
melia useful in Dysmenorrhea:— "A colored woman aged thirty-five. 
Two years previous, at the time the menses should have appeared, 
she experienced severe pain through the lumbar and hypogastric 
regions and down the lege ; fullness of the bowels and brain, with 
severe pain through the whole head, resulting in stupor and deep 
sleep, lasting twelve to thirty-six hours, from which it was impossible 
to arouse her ; after which she gradually returned to her natural 
state, and so remamed till the time for the next menstrual period, 
when the same anffei^ing was repeated. She was brought to me at 
the commencement of one of tliese paroxysms ; the pain in the 
back, pubic region, and head, had already commenced. I gave eight 

f lobules of the fifteenth dilution of Hamamelis, to be taken in two 
OSes, four hours apart, which established her menses perfectly 
without any further medication, and she continued to menstruate 
regularly afterward." "An Irisli girl, s^ed eighteen, strong, robust 
make. She had never menstruated, but had suffered instead with 
hsematemesis, constant constipation and varices of the legs. I gave 
her Hamamelis fifteenth, to be taken three times a day. Her menses 
appeared immediately, her legs got well, and I knew of her perfect 
health for three years afterwariS, during which time she became a 
mother.'' This case illustrates its curative virtues in vicarious men- 
atrucUion^ when the condition is in correspondence with that caused 
by Hamamelis. An interesting case of vicarious mens^adon is 
repf)rted by Dr. Kenyon {Amer. Hom. Review, Vol. 2, p. 412): 
"Mary F., aged fourteen, has always enjoyed tolerable hedth until 
the last eighteen months, when she menstruated. The first time 
there was considerable pain in the hack and head, for several days 
proceeding it, with nausea, vertigo, etc. The flow was natural, and 
recurred two succeeding months quite regularly, and without any 
of the unpleasant sensations which preceded the first. When the 
fourth period came rouud, there was no indication of menatraation, 
but in place of it, quite free epistaxis ; this continued for several 
months, increaamg in severity each month. She was emaciated very 
much ; no color in the cheeks or lips ; pulse 140, and feeble ; ac- 
tion of the heart very labored, but not giving auy signs of organic 
lesion'; extremities considerably bloated ; stomach very irritable ; 
bowels constipated; urine scanty and clear; some cough, and great 
dyapnosa. It was the day when the bleedin» was to return, and I 
watched the case ; there was over aquart of blood lost; it was thin, 
forming very alight ooagula. I gave her the sixth and thirtieth dil. 
in alternation, two dosM of each in the twenty-four hours, which was 
all the medicine she got during tlie month i'ollowing, except a few 
doses of ArBenioum for dyspucea, when it was troublesome. When 
the next mouth came rouad, she menstruated regularly, and had no 
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more bleeding, and from this time she went on rapidly to a perfect 
recovery, under the use of Hamamelis." lo. Uterine hemorrhage, 
it ia higUy extolled by some physicians. Dr. Preston cured a case 
of " OGtiva uterine hemorrhage eauaed by a fall; it was promptly 
relieved by it ;" but, he thinks, " its particular sphere seems to be in 
jxisaiuehemorrb^esaud venous congestiona." He has "eured many 
caaea of pa^ive uterine hemorrhage with Hamamelis." Dr. W. E, 
Payne states, that he has not used the Hamamelis successfully ia 
uterine hemorrhages, except when the blood flowed sleadilj/, was 
venous io its character, and without uterine pains. My own ezpe- 
rience accords with that of Dr. Payne's ; therefore, I would not ad- 
vise the use of this remedy in hemorrhage after- labor, for here we 
want a remedy like Secale or Erigoron, which causes contraction 
of the muscular tissue of the uterus, and perhaps of the arteries. 
^rigeron is antipodal to Hamamelis. It ia as directly indicated in 
active, arteriai hemorrhage, as the latter is in paasive venous 
bleedings. 

Organs of Oeneration of Men, etc. — We are not in possession of 
pathogenetic symptoms relating to these organs, but it has been 
used in some diseases affecting the veins, testes, and contiguous 
tissues. Dr. Preston, in an able paper on " Diseases of the veins " 
(N". A. Jour, of Horn. 18^7,) says. " The homceopathie treatment 
of Cireoede. (Varicosis of the spermatic vems) ia very much the 
same as for variooae veins in the leg, imd manumberof cases under 
my own observation has been found auccessfal. To illustrate this 
treatment, I prefer togivethefoUowingreportof a c^e, sent me by 
Dr. Geo. Barrow, of Taunton, Masa.— " A friend of mine, about 
thirty years of ^e,a merchantof Chicago, of scrofulous tendencies, 
was taken some three months since with drawing, pain in the lefb 
spermatic cord, with swelling heat, redness and pain in the cord 
and in the left testicle, for which an allopath treated him four or Ave 
days with warm fomentations and laudanum applied to tho part. 
The testicle swollen four or five times its usual size ; very hard and 
painful, was closely enveloped with collodion frequently applied {to 
sttpport th& tumor ?) while aeidlitz powders were given to keep the 
bowels open. As this treatment gave no relief, but the symptoms 
rather grew worse, my friend was easily pursuaded to abandon it 
and try the homceopathie plan. In consultation with Dr. Smith, of 
Chicago, where I happened to be present on a visit, I gave the 
patient, ISell,, Pals., and Clematis, foraw^eek, with very little hanefit 
when I proposed to tiy Hamamelis. I accordingly obtained a 
bottle of " Ponds' extract,'' of which I administered drop doses 
every two hours, and enveloped the scrotum in a bandage wet with 
a solution of the same medicine, one part of the tincture to about 
ten parts of alcohol and water. In twenty-four hours he was free 
from all pain, the swelling gradually disappeared, aud with the help 
of a silk suspensory bandage, he was able to resume his business 
in a few days, and now is entirely well." The Hamamelis was at 
one time highly lauded as an excellent remedy in the treatment of 
Gonorrhma. It was advised to administer the remedy internally, 
and use tlie dilated tincture (or Pands' est.) as an injection. Dr. 
30 



>stsd by Google 



234 NEW" nOMCEOPATHIC PROVINGS. 

Smallinforms me thatiQ the first stage of this disease it has appeared 
to be of benefit, in allaying pain and inflammation. It may be useful 
in all stt^es, but cannot be looked upon as a specific remedy. I 
have advised it in long standing cases of Gleet, with apparent bene- 
fit. In Orchitis, it is highly praised by Dr. Ludlam. He states 
that under its external Tise the tumefaction and pain rapidly subsides. 
He considers it to have some specific power over inflammatory 
affections of the testes and ovaries. 

nioracic Organs. — ^Return of inflammation of the diaphragm with 
the following symptoms : — labored respiration; opressive tightness 
of the lower part of the thorax, inability to make a deep and full 
inspiration ; when attempting to assume the recumbent posture 
breathing became almost impossible; a crowding fullness in the 
neck and head, and a sense of suffocation so as to prevent his lying 
down ; unable to make adeep inspiration when staudmgup. (Preston.) 
Pricking pain in the region of the heart ; felt also in the superficial 
Tcins of both arms. The pricking pains in the heart continued for 
ten days, increasing in intensity ^l the time. {Arnica twelfth was 
then given, and the pains disappeared.)— -DoyisoM. 

Clinical REMiEKS, — Hamamelis has cured cough, and hsemop- 
tysis, with taste of sulphur in the mouth, and dull frontal headache." 
Also " tickling cough, with taste of blood on waking." In Scemop- 
tysia, it is considered by some as, aremedy par «»!eWe»ice, applicable 
to nearly all eases ; but this is going too far. It can never take the 
place of Aconite. Dr. Preston (Diseases of Veins) saya : — "In gene- 
ral we look upon Hamamelis as a specific for passive venous hem- 
orrhages, and we have seen it successful in arresting this particular 
form of bleeding from the pulmonary mucous membrane ; but we 
speak from only a few years experience, and that a few observers, and 
therefore we mast be impartial enough to mention a faw of those 
remedies which other practitioners have recommended as useiul in 
the cure of some forms of h semopty sis :— Aconite, Ipecac, Ferr., 
acet^ Arnica, Millefol, etc. Dr. E. M.Payne (0. S. Jour. of Hom.Vol., 
I. p. 730) reports the following case: — A yoang lady £^ed sixteen, 
was seized while at school, and without any premonitory symptoms, 
with blood-spitting. The patient was of slender build, light hair, 
blue ey^, fair complexion, lax fibre, and phthisical diathesis ; 
menses regular and normal. The blood -spitting commenced with 
a slight hack, and continued, with scarcely a moment's intermission 
up to the time of my visit, a period of nearly an hour. I fonndher 
lying upon a sofa, calm, with a napkin in hand nearly saturated with 
apparently pure venous blood, and spitting about the amount of a 
tea-spoonfulat intervals of one or two minutes. The blood came into 
the mouth without any effort. She described it as issuing about 
ten inches below the right clavicle, in a warm current, making 
appai^ently a tortuous course, and at the same time there was a sensa- 
tion in that region, as from the pressure of a hard body. Pulse 
somewhat accelerated, eighty-five. Ferruoi aceticum was given 
butcausedno improvement in three hours, Millefolium, Aeon., Ipecac, 
and Belladonna caused no amelioration. Hamamelis, four drops of 
the tincture to half a tumbler of water. A spoonful was given. The 
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bleeding immediately ceased, and did not afterwards return. I have 
never used the Hamamelis successfully, in cases of blood-spitting 
when the blood was of light fluid red, frothy in appearance, and 
raised by much cough,'' Dr. Okie reported an interesting case in 
which hEemoptyeis was present, in a complicated lung affection. 
Hamamelis controlled the bleeding, but was powerless to cure the 
patient. A girl, aged, nine, was saidto be in a dying state. She was 
sitting upright, supported by pillows, her breath greatly oppressed. 
She had been ill aboat two years, dating her first loss of heiJth to 
a cough, which was said to have resulted from swallowing a small 
piece of straw; since that period, she had been tormented with 
incessant coogh. She bled from the lungs pints at a time. She had 
raised large quantities of offensive matter ; at onetime "nearly a 
tnmblerfiil." Examination elicited general anasarca, great swelling 
of the lower extremities; the abdomen swollen from the areolar 
iofiltvation ; face much puffed, closing the eyelids ; a number of spots 
resembling purpura were found upon the lower extremities ; she 
had been troubled with profuse epistaxis. Auscultatory examina- 
tion elicited the presence of a very long cavity, extending from the 
mammary region to near the base of the right side. The respirar 
tion in the left lung was puerile, with a mingling of rhonci and 
mucous rales. The urinary secretion wa^ almost null, the urine itself 
of a deep brandy color, depositing a heavy lateritious sediment. I 
feared a fittal result, and speedily. The scant urinary secretions and 
pleuritic pains, the hydropic tendency, and the state of thethoraoio 
organs, led me to fear the superventon of antemia and serous effusion 
into the pleural sac. Iodine was given ; for about a fortnight she 
improved; the urine was much increased ; the dropsy lessened ; the 
respiration easier ; petechia did not appear ; cough about as usual. 
At this time she was seized with ^istaxis and Hcmioptysis pulse 
full, etc. Samamelis checked the hamorrhage promptly, and there 
was no recurrence. The strength, appetite, and general health of 
the patient improved, so that she was up, and about her usual avo- 
cations. She lived about eighteen months, but finally died from pul- 
monary abscess. — PhUal. Jour, Vol. V.p.bSB. 

Bact. — Teaidng pain across the small of the back, with fulness 
of the joints of the legs. — ( liurritt.) 

Clinical Rbmaeks. — It has been found useful as an external 
application to lumbago, "crick in the back," myalgia, bed-sores, and 
petechia. 

Upper and Lower Extremities.— ■-P''*e'i^'«ff pain in the superficial 
veins of both aims, extending from the wrists to the shoulder, 
(Davison.) Painful fulness of the joints of the legs, as if they 
would burst, which soon extends to all the joints of the body ; after 
the fulness of the joints disappear, then tbore was a dread of naov- 
iog the limbs, as if it would cause suffering, with a weaiy, sti^ full 
feeling. 

Clinicai, Remarks. — The greatest triumph of Hamamelis, has 
been in the treatment of varicoses of the limbs. Dr, Freston, 
writing of varicoses remarks: — " Homcsopathy has, as in many 
other oases, directed us to a specific remedy, which in my 
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practice, as well as in that of a number of my coUeagaes in 
this section of the oouotiy, has been attended with uni- 
form success in the treatment of this annoying dtse^e. 
"Since 1851 (sis years) I have prescribed Hamamelis in upwards of 
fifty cases of varicose veins of the lower limbs, and in no single 
instance has it failed to make a decided curative impression ; but in 
the great majority of eases, it has, thus far at least, proved a radical 
care. My plan is, first, to bandage the limb tightly IVom the arch 
of the foot to a little above the Imee, or to the hips, if the varices 
are above the knee, and the beet bandage, in my opinion, is an 
elastic silt stocking, mannfactured for the purpose. Under this, 
oompressea of linen are Md over the dilated veins, and kept wet 
with Hamamelis tincture, or Pond's extract. I give the 3d dil. 
internally, two or three times a day. Some few oases, with large, 
indolent ulcers on the tibia or malleolns, have been under treatment 
,a year, but most bf them have been cured, or at least have disap- 
peared, in leas than half that time. The crowning point of its 
(Hamamelis) virtues, rests in its peculiarly prompt action in cases 
of jihlegmasia alba dolens, and in varicose veins. In old cases' of 
Taricosis, I have never seen its eqnal ; and have cured many cases 
of varicose veins of the leg and foot, which had resisted ail other 
treatment for years.'' Dr. Belcher reports several cases of varices 
in pregnant women, cured by Hamamelis. (See cases ulider " Or- 
gans of Generation of Women.'' Dr. Barrows found this medicine a 
valuable auxiliai-y in the treatment of a child, with the following 
symptoms: —"Inflammation of the femoral vein, with the erysipela- 
tous spot near the groin, and over the vein,- spreading over nearly 
one half of the thigh, with flexion of the leg; swelling of the entire 
leg and foot, with tension; heat and pale appearance of the limbs ; 
scanty urine, stiffening the linen (albuminous) ; tympanitis; (edema 
of the whole body, limbs, and face. Calc.,Hepar and other remedies, 
were used. (See case in full, in N, A. Journal, voL 6, page 317.) 
Dr, B. Ludlam informs me that he considers the Hamamelis of the 
greatest advantage in all cases of articular rheumatism, with swollen 
and painful joints; as a loeal applioation it seems to possessdecided 
anodyne properties. He advises that cloths, or cotton wool, wet 
in the dilute tincture, be applied constantly to the painful parts. 

NoTK.— JnetuBthiBpaper wasreadjfbr thepriutar, I roceirea tbe "Iloni. KaTiew," fop 
April, ISBi, whtoli oontaice a oaso of Phlobitia, repotted by Dr. H. EoblnaoB, Jr., cnroa by 
HnmBinells. The Bymptoms were; "GrBatprinlarlghtleg,from theknee to thoMp; legiOBoh 

paintDl. The flliin eryslpelaloDa ; pnlee small and wiry ; much thirst ; no appolite ; bonels 
eOBtivo; urine' rsd md aoaaty; vslaa of abdomen, bard, Hko cords, red and paioM. GavB 
HamamellB 1., five drops In haJfagobUl of watH." Oui'odin ien days. 
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HEIONUS DIOICA. 

(False Unicorn Soot.) 

This plant is known by the names of Drooping Starwort, 
Devil's Bit, etc. It is indigenous to the United States, grow- 
ing in woodlands, meadows and moist situations. It is found 
in Canada, and as far south as Georgia and Louisiaoa, " The plant 
is sometimes mistaken for the Aletris Fariaosa, but may be identi- 
fied by the leaves of the Aletris being sharply pointed, with a 
Btraigbt, slender spike of scattered flowers, while the Selonias is 
not so sharply lance-shaped in its leaves, and has a thick ptnmose 
dioieal spike. The root is the officinal part ; it is tapering, fibrous, 
about an inch and a quarter in length, and from two to sis-eighths 
of an inch in diameter, very hard, transversely wrinkled, and 
abrupt or prsemorse at the end, appearing as though it had been cut 
or bitten off. There has been, and still exists, much difficulty 
among druggists, ia dBtermining the difference between the roots of 
the Aletris ferinosa and Heloaias dioica. It has often been the 
case that these roots have been indiscriminately bought and sold," — 
{King.) King, in his Dispensatory, gives a very minute description 
of the rootoftheHelonias, which I would advise our pharmaceutists 
to examine, for it is highly important that the preparations used by 
our school, should be genuine. It is quite probable that much of 
the flnid extract and active principle, Helonin, made in this 
country, is prepared from both plants mixed. 

Genbiui, r^oPBRTiES. — " The Helonias is tonic, diuretic, and 
vermifiige ; in large doses, emetic ; and' when fresh, sialagogue. 
The plant is said to kill cattle feeding on it, and ^^^ decoction to 
kill insects. In doses often or fifteen grdns of the powdered root, 
repeated three or four times a day, it has been found very bene- 
ficial in dyspepsia, loss of appetite, and foi the removil of worms. 
It is reported beneficial in colic, ind atony of the generative 
organs, etc." — King. " It is tonii^, stom'wshic, diaphoretic, and 
pectoral ; it is adapted to atonic stites ot the system , it has been 
recommended in cases of chronic rheum-itism, jaundice, strangury, 
etc., also in colds, and coughs ; it has been used as a remedy in low 
grades of fever, as a stimulant, with success, etc." — Jones and Scud- 
der. "It is alterative, tonic, diuretic, vermifuge and emmenagogue, 
used in prolapsus uteri, amenorhcea, dyraenorhcea, leucorrhcea, to 
prevent miscarriage, dyspepsia, worms, etc."— Coe. We can glean 
but little infoiTQation as to the general sphei;e of action of this medi- 
cine, from the above farrago ; that it has been used with benefit 
in the above mentioned diseases and conditions, I do not doubt, hut 
we are still at a loss for any special indications; those which can 
only beobtained from athoroughproving. 

The great majority of medical men of other schools do not 
realize the value of physiological experiments. They rely more 
upon uncertain empirical data, judging of the curative virtues of a 
medicine by its effects upon tlie sick. That this method has its 
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value, we do not dispute; indeed, we may always feel coniident 
that, a medicine which will cure a given group of symptoms, will 
cause similar ones, in healthy persona. We, therefore, look upon 
cuvative eifects, as indication of pathogenetic effects. "We have 
but ameagre proving ofHelonias, and that only on the male. This I 
regret ver^ much, for its action on the organism of women is notable 
and peonhar. I shall be able to present to the profession, however, 
some snggestive clinical facts, which will throwsome light upon its 
remedial action. The following symptoms are obtdned from a 
fragmentary proving sent me by Dr. 0. H. Burr, of Portland, 
Maine. The proving in its original form, appears at the end of this 
article. 

General SymptoTna. — An unnatural degree of languor and a 
feeling of weariness and weight in the region of the kidneys ; gene- 
ral weariness. (Burr.) "Decided increase in muscular power which 
continued as long as the remedy was taken" (in large doses). — 
!>■/: Close. 

Clinical Ekmakks.— This medicine is a peculiar and powei-ful 
"tonic," or, as Headland would have it "restorative." It is considered, 
particularly indicated when the disease has proceeded, (l) from dis- 
ease of the generative organs, (2) or from functional disorders of the 
stomachy hence it is considered valuable in angemia and chlorosis, 
in alternation with Ferrum ; and in dyspepsia, in alternation with 
Nux vom,, if indicated. It does not belong to the China group, 
because it has no anti-periodic powers ; nor does it cause a hyper- 
Stimulation of the nervous and vascular systema like that powerful 
drug. Neither does it have much more affinity for the Nux' vomica 
group, for it does not excite or irritate the spinal system. It is 
more nearly allied to Ferrum than any other article of the Materia 
Medica,, while, at the same time, it has some points of resemblance 
to the membi.TS of both groups above referred to. China and Nux 
vomica, together with their analogues, cause a condition, whichmay 
be described as increased tonicity of muscular fibre. China brings 
about this condition, through its influence upon the processes by 
which the blood is formed ; it probably tends to augment the quan- 
tity of that fluid, and to render it richer. Thus, by its own opera- 
tion upon the nutrition of the heart, and, through the agency of the 
enriched blood, it gives greater energy to the contractions of that 
organ ; and hence the fuller and stronger pulse, not unfreqaently 
resulting from its moderate and continued use: But in cases of 
anaamia, chlorosis, and some other conditions of the system, China 
will not improve, apparently, the condition of the blood, or at leasti 
the tissues do not respond to the stimulus of the improved blood. 
Then it is that Ferrum, or Nux vomica, given alternately with it, 
will place the diseased tissnes in a condition to be benefitted by 
the drculating fluid, and a cure is soon effected, Nns vomica 
increases the tonicity ol tissues, mdnly through its influence upon 
the spinal system. It is a spinal stimulant, and nearly all its thera- 
peutic effects ai-ise from this aotion. In a great many cases.of atony 
of any organ, or tissue of the body, this medicine will, alone, effect 
prompt and permaaeot cures; but, like China, it will sometimes 
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fell, unless superseded or assisted by the action of Ciiina or Ferrura. 
There are also other instances wherein China, Ferrnm and Nux will 
fail to improve the abnormal conditions for which they seem 
indicated, and the Helonias will here come in play, . and be found 
very useful. Helonias enriches the blood, through its influeuces 
upon the nutritive processes ; not as iron does, for iron is a metallic 
snbataDce, and a vegetable snbstanee cannot act in the same manner. 
But Heloniaa does not act like China or Quinine, for the latter 
stimnlates by its direct primary action, while the former doeu not. 

Mental Symptoms. — Mind dull and inactive. The previons 
cheerful state was followed by dullness, and gloominess; irritable; 
could not endure the least contradiction, or receive any suggestions 
in relation to any subject ; all conversation was unpleasant ; desire 
to be left alone ; he desires to find feult with every one around him. 
(This state of mind lasted several days — see proving.) 

Clinicai. Remarks. — One cannot help being struct by the sim- 
ilarity of the above symptoms, to those mental states common to 
diseases of the genital organs in both sexes, particularly in women. 
Such symptoms are quite common to uterine disorders, and to 
unhealthy pregnancies. In disorders of digestion we also meet 
with a ffimilar group of symptoms. I consider such symptoms to 
be an excellent guide, in default of other pathogenetic ones, to the 
selection of Helonias in uterine disorders, etc. 

Cerebral Symptoms. — Slight pain through the temples, with a. 
feeling of fulness in the head, and vertigo ; a feeling of pressure 
irom within upward to the vertex, aggravated- by looking steadily 
at any fixed point ; pain in the occiput, with polsative pain in 
the vertex — increased by stooping, attended with vertigo ; pain in 
the forehead as if a band about an inch wide was drawn across 
from temple to temple. (lod,, Merc, Stann., Nit. ac.) 

Oastrlc, etc. — Wakes every morning at 5 o'clock (an nnusnal 
hour) with the lips, tongue and fauces dry, and a bitter taste in the 
mouth ; appetite not as good as usual. Soon after taking each 
dose sensations of pain, tightness, and pressure felt in the stomach, 
which was partially relieved by the eructation of tasteless gas ; 
cramp-like pain in the stomach ; motion and rumbling in the intes- 
tines, as if diarrhcea would come on. "In Ohio, and many of the 
Western States, it is in very general use as a common emetic^ opera- 
ting with great eertmnty, but with more activity than Ipecac, or 
Eupatorium." — Lee. 

Clinical Rebiakks. — ^Dr. Coe says the " JTelonin will be toler- 
ated by the stomach when other tonics are rejected. It invigorates 
the appetite, promotes digestion and depuration, and so improves 
the quality and increases the quantity of the blood. In this 
way the foundation for a cnre la l^d, by improving the tone of the 
entire system." A thorough proving would doubtless show that 
this medicine produces a long train of gastric symptoms, be^nning 
with Aj/per-stiraulation. and ending in atony. I have found it very 
useful both in idiopathic functional diseases of the stomach, and 
espedally in those sympathetic gastric disorders, which accom- 
pany diseases of the uterus. Loss of appetite, eructatijus ful- 
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nesa, cramp, and painful congestion, with lowness of spirita, are the 
cliief indications for its employment. Dr. Close (Tilden's Jour, of 
Mat. Med., vol. 2, p. 297) reports the case of a woman with 
general dropsy : " Her stomach was in a very irritable condition, 
rejecting her food and medicines. Alter giving Heloniaa (fl. ext.) 
I remained and watched with no little solicitude its effects, expect- 
ing it would be likewise rejected ; but instead, I had the satisfaction 
of Boeing it retained, and in a little time she became less restless, the 
moaning noise which she had been accustomed to make almost 
constantly, ceased, and at the end of half an hour after it was given 
she fell asleep ; the pulse became decidedly softer, and slower, than 
it had been for a long time. When she awoke there was a decided 
increase of muscular power." (Doae of fl. ext, one to three drachms, 
according to Tilden. Dr. C. probably gave as much.) 

In Dyspepsia, etc., I have generally used the lower dilutions and 
triturations. 

UrlDarf Organs-— Kidneys somewhat stimulated, and a larger 
amount than usual, of clear, light colored urine has been voided. 

Clinical Rkmaeks, — It is deemed to be a diuretic by medical 
writers: "In the treatment of the various forma of dropsy, the 
Helouin baa proved of remarkable utility. It operates in a general 
manner, and is, seemingly, a powerful resolvent. The only manner 
in which it proves evacnant, is, in some caaes, as a diuretic — except 
when given in over-doses, when it is emetic." — Coe. 

There are few forms of dropsy which are not due to an asthenic 
State of the system, or which do not bring on this condition during 
their course. Therefore, not only do we need to use in dropsy such 
remedies as Apis, Apoeynum, Colchicum, which act speoificaliy 
upon the kidneys, but possess no " tonic " power ; but we are 
obliged to resort to such medicines as China, Arsenicum, Phos- 
phoric acid, etc. Indeed, these latter medicines have, alone, cured 
many caaea of general dropsy by their influence over the general 
syatem. The Selonias will be found valuable to the homceopathiet 
in that class of cases, when there is anasarca, with general. debility, 
and an atonic condition of the generative organs, such as chlorosis, 
amenorrhcea, dropsy from ntenae hemorrhage, etc. 

Cleuerative Organs. — ^Pain in lower part of the back, through to 
the uterus, like inflammation, piercing, drawing ; breasts swollen, 
very tender, and will not bear the pressure of even an ordinary 
dress ; nip^a very sensitive and painful ; great uterine hemor- 
rhage came during the proving, and continued until the medicine 
was discontinued. [The above pathogenetic symptoms were noticed 
by Dr. E. Clark, of Portland, Me. He states he has noticed the 
same train of symptoms in six or eight cases. The medicine was 
given at the first trituration (Helonin). These eymptoma wero 
received after the following was written.] 

CixiNioAL Remakes. — ^The Helonias is one of those indigenous 
medicines, which from the earliest days of medicine in this country, 
has had a peculiar reputation — ^first with the Aborgines, then witii 
the early white settlers, and finally with the medical profession in 
the country— as being a remedy, even the remedy, for those diaor- 
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ders generally termed "uterine," and wliioli dependod upon an 
atonic condition of the organs of reproduction. I regret exceed- 
ingiy that I cannot present the profession with a proving npou the 
organism of women. I have given it to healthy women, but never 
observed any notable symptoms. Primarily, it always increases the 
tone and physilo^eal activity of the generative organs. I there- 
fore consider it secowdizrsisr homceopathio to those diseases or con- 
ditions for which it has been used so successfully. Were it not ao, 
it never could have been nsed suocessfiilly in the doses usuaUy 
administered by the opposite school of practice. It would have pro- 
duced aggravations, and been by them considered coTitra-indicated, 
Before giving the clinical experience of our own school, I will quote 
the opinions and clinical remarks concerning this remedy, which I 
find in the records of atlopathio litevatare. 

Frof. C. A. Lee writes CKlden's Journal of Mat. Med. II., p. 
128): — "Numerons trials have satisfied us that it has a specific 
action on the uterine organs, — an alleviative, regulating infiuenoe 
ov-er their functions. Hence, in Am6norrh(ea marked by general 
atony,, and an aufemio and torpid condition of the system this, 

Jilant proves of great service; giving tone to the digestive organs, 
avoring nutrition and sanguification, and promoting the secretions 
generally. So, in LmaorrhoBO, associated with similar conditions of 
the general system, it will be found equally serviceable. Its influ- 
ence as an uterine tonic is also well marked in cases of 
atonic or paastve Menorrhagia. Here, by imparting tonicity to 
the muscular fibres of the utorua, and by a stimulating power 
over the plexuses of organic nerves, which supply the pelvic 
viscera, the exudation of blood is checked, and he predispos- 
ing, as well as the proximate cause of the disease, removed. 
If it has the power of obviating sterility and impotence, as is al- 
leged by some writers, it must be by a similar mode of operation. 
It may be slightly aphrodisiac, but there are no well-attested fecta 
bearing on that point. It is very probable, however, that it may, 
in common with Seneeio and other uterine tonics, produce such 
effects ; but if it does, I have no proof of the fact, except what may 
by drawn irom analogy. It is very probable, also, that in cases of 
dysmmorrhma and liability to abortion from atony of the repro- 
ductive organs, it may^rove highly advant^eoua by a similar mode 
of action, just as we find in the case of Iron, and other tonics whioh 
improve the general health. But, in addition to this, it would 
seem to be endowed, to a considerable extent, with specific proper- 
ties- and powers. Dr. Coe (Coac. Org. Med.) is very enthusiastic, 
he says; — " No agent of the Materia Medica better deserves the 
name of uterine tonic. The remarkable success attending its 
administration in the diseases peculiar to females, has rendered it an 
indispeneible remedy to those acqutuuted with its peculiar 
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oases arising from, or accompanied with, a disordered condition of 
the digestive apparatus, aod an anseinic babit. It has an especial 
influence on the organs of generation, independent of its general 
constitntional influence. For this reason it has proved of eminent 
value in the cure of prolapsus Mier*, tendency to miscarriage, and 
atony of the generative organs j sterility and impotence have also 
been relieved and cured by this remedy. Certain writers have 
classed it as an aphrodi^ac, and stated that its continued use 
induces an abnormal desire for sexual indulgence. Such a statement 
could only have been made in the absence of actual knowledge, and 
as the legitimate fruit of a prurient imagination. We have probably 
used the Helonin quite as extensively as any other practitioner, 
and we must confess to a want of sufficient penetration to discover 
any such results from its employment. Tne only aphrodisiac we 
recognize, is the natural proclivity of a aensuaJ mind. That the 
Helonine is a special tonic to the organs of reproduction we are 
well aware, but only to a normal and healthy extent. Did its action 
extend farther than this, it would be a disease-prod a cing, and not 3 
disease-cnring remedy. When a medicine so acts upon a dise^ed 
organ as to restore it to a physiological condition, we very naturally 
conclude that said organ wilt manifest the fact of its restoration by 
the resumption of its functional activity. This is precisely ihe case 
when the Helonin is employed. If administered for the cure of 
indigestion, the appetite improves, the food is digested, absorbed, 
and assimulated, and thus the curative action of the remedy mani- 
fested. If, on the other hand, the case be one of amenorrhffia, sterilty, 
menorrhagia, or impotency, secretion is restored, tone imparted, 
and the healthful flow of returning stimuius is manifested by the 
nsual physical signs. The sexual appetite is sequent, and not the 
antecedent of the restoration of the ability of the organs, to per- 
form the functions assigned them by nature." 

A portion of Dr, Coe s rema.rks, namely, that which relates to the 
effects of curative doses of medicines, is in the main correct. But 
Ms genera] statement contains one great, fundamental error, which 
has ever been the glaring fault of allopathic therapeutics. He 
states that Helonin is a special tonic to the organs of reprodaction, 
but only to a normal extent,' did it extend beyond this, he remarks, 
it would be a disease-creating remedy. The old school of medicine, 
has always been wilfully blind to the truth, that all medicines may 
be disease-producing. That a medicine is a "special tonic" to any 
particular organ, is the strongest proof that it is capable, if long 
continued, even in small doses, of causing disease in that organ. 
IS, then, Helonias be given for uterine atony, and acts curatively, 
when that organ has regained its tone, if the remedy be continued, 
it will urge or elevate the physiological functions of that organ, and 
induce an abnormal condition,' the result of hyper-stimulation. If 
Helonias is a special tonic to the organs of reproduction, we do not 
doobt, that if given to a healthy individual, it would cause an excess 
of aexaal desire, congestion of the uterus, ovaries, etc., and even 
amenorrhtea, or menorrhagia, dependent on active congestion ; then, 
after a time the irrUabUity of these organs would be worn out and 
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according to a well-known physiological law, wo shall have an ex- 
hausted or atonic condition of the tissues previously over- stimulated. 
The conditiona and diseases enumerated by Dr. Coe, as within the 
curative range of Helonias, are those which it would cause by its 
secondary action. It is capable of causing an almost equal number 
by its primary action. My theory of Dose, accounts for the curative 
operation of the material doses used by the allopathic schools. The 
curative aotion of Helonias in the lower attenuations, is chiefly 
directed towards those atonic states which it canaes secondarily. 
But if given for its primary effects, it must be given in the middle 
or higher' attenuations, else, we should get up injurious medicinal 
aggravations. 

Resume. — The Helonias is primarily homosopathio to the follow- 
ing diseases, when occurring in persons of plethoiic habit, strong 
digestion, and great muscular power: — Active congestion of the 
uterus, causing, besides the usua! symptoms of that condition, sup- 
pression of the menses, (congestive amenorrhtsa) ; menorrhagid, 
from active congestion; prolapsas or retroversion from congestion ; 
abortion from undue afflux of blood to the uterus. The spedal 
«ymp(o*«s which would indicate in these diseases, can only be ob- 
tained by a thorough proving. Helonias is secondarily indicated, 
and has proved eminently curative to diseases of the reproductive 
organs, occurring in persons of a lax, or amemic habit, and in which, 
there is a loss of normal tone. As diseases of the same name may 
be caused by opposite states, so the primary amenorrhosa of Helo- 
nias may be due to congestion, while the secondary amenorrhtea is 
due to lack of blood and normal activity of the uterns, etc. 

The clinical experience of our school with this remedy is not large, 
but quite successful. Dr. C. H, Burr, of Portland, Me., says: — "I 
have given it in similar cases of prolapsus uteri with very satisfac- 
tory i-esults ; also in cases of frequent and profiise menstruation, 
when the patients lose more blood than is manufactured in tho 
inter-menstrual period, with pain in the back, and frequent palpita- 
tion of the heart ; in snoh cases it will seldom disappoint those who 



Dr. Geo. S. Foster, of Meadville, Pa., reports to me the following 
cases: — "Mrs, , aged thirty-two, had prolapsus uteri and ulcer- 
ation, for nine years, up to the summer of 1862, with all the symp- 
toms incident thereto. All tho physicians in town during that time 
had been trying to cure her ; ' the usual pessaries and cauterization, 
and all they could do, with no success. When I took the case in 
hand in September, 1862,, I gave her but little encouragement, as 
you may suppose, I examined her ; found ulceration of neck of 
womb, constant darlc, bad smelling discharge ; great irritation 
of vagina,S0 much that a soft sponge pessary could not be retained ; 
she had lost her " reckoning,'' tho discharge being constant, with, 
flooding on lifting a bucket of water, or anything of weight ; 
countenanoe sallow, and such an expression as one would have 
from the suffering she had endured ; could with difficulty, walk 
up the staii-s, or across the room; the least exertion would bring 
on flooding. I did not keep an account of my proscriptions, but 
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prescvibeiJ remedies for symptoms present— the prineipa?, Kux., 
Bell., Secale., Sabina, etc. I repeatedly replaced the womb; the 
treatment was very discouraging to myself; but symptoms would 
^ve way to the action of the remedies readily. About seven 
months ago, I procured the Vaginal Syringe, and had her use 
it with water and Tannin. About six months ^o I replaced the 
womb for the last time, and did not prescribe again for four or 
five months, when she called on me, informing me that it had not 
been down since ray last services, then iive months; but still she 
looked rather badly, and still a dark, ugly discharge, pain in the 
small of back, etc, 

"December 19. — Helonin seond dec; three a day, for two days. 

"December 21. — ^Improving; twelve powders, about one grain, 
three a day. 

" December 25.— Reports marked improvement in general health 
the discbarge had changed to a bright red — more like the men- 
strual. 

" December 30.— Ko discharge for five days ; she could dance, 
run up and down stairs ; her cheeks have tbe bloom of health, 
and in spirits she equals the youngest. So you may see what a 
few doses of the Helonine has done ; finished up the case in grand 
style, very much to my own and her gratification. 

" Oase 2,— A young woman who has hadtwo abortions at four 
months; she was in her fourth month again, with all symptoms of 
again aborting. Left Secale ; saw her again in a day or two ; 
it was then time for her courses, and I was fearful that would 
augment her trouble ; she was suffering the usual pain as in such 
cases. I left her Helonine second dec., and saw her in town yester- 
day ; she had walked in ; has had no trouble since taking the last 
prescription. You may he able to glean but little from the 
foregoing; but it still points to the remedy as sure to be the 
foremost in the rant of uterino remedies.'' 

The following cases came under my own treatment, and I have 
since used the Helonin in similar cases with good results : 

Case 1. — A woman, aged 25, the mother of two children, and 
enciente with a third. The usual symptoms of pregnancy were not 
present, but in their stead, a peoaliar prostration of the nervous 
and muscular system obtained. She was auiemic — pulse small 
jmd feeble ; skin sallow and pale ; digestion bad ; no desire for any 
kind of food, and all kinds of food caused distress and epigastric 
oppression. She became emaciated, debilitated, and very low 
spirited. There was also present constipation, and almost constant 
Uterine distress and pain, of a pressing down character; also lea- 
corrhcea. China, Sepia, Pulsatilla, Ferrum, Nux, and Ignatia were 
^ven, with but slight benefit. Upon purely empirical data, I 
prescribed Helonias,, five drops of the mother tincture, one hour 
befor^ each meal. The effect was surprising. In a few days her 
appetite increased ; all dyspeptic symptoms disappeared; strength 
returned rapidly. The blood improved in richness, as was manifest 
Ijy the returning color, and healthy complexion. The uterine dis- 
turbance ceased, and a normal pregnancy resulted. 
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Case 2. — A lady, aged 45, at the climacteric period suffered 
much i'roiii frequent and repeated floodinga, profuse serous leu- 
corrhcoa, and dropsy. She had also much uterine and ovarian pain. 
Her complexion waa very sallow, unhealthy looking, earthly, and 
pale. .Slie had taken muriated tincture of iron from an allopath, 
for some months, but grew worse under its use. A report of the 
treatment of the whole case would be of interest, but want of space 
preTents its narration. The flooding subsided under the use of 
Trillin one-tenth ; the dropsy and ovarian pain was removed by 
Apis. 3 ; the uterine pain was palliated by Sepia and Maerotin. Bat 
she still remained weak, emaciated, and the complexion did not 
improve, Leptandrin 2nd improved it somewhat ; the icterus had 
disappeared. Helonias 2nd dec. trit., two gi-s. every four hours was 
then prescribed. Under its use the nutritive functions rapidly 
recovered their tone; strength and increased vitality returned, and in 
a few weeks she felt quite well. 

Back, etc — A feeling of weariness and weight in the region of 
the kidneys ; sharp, spasmodic pain in the back, running to the crest 
of the left ileum ; severe rheumatic (?) pain in the right hip joint, 
worse during motion ; pain, and a feeling of lameness, in the whole 
back ; pMn in lumbar region, about the upper portion of the sacrum, 
and pelvis ; the pains in the back are more troublesome during the 
night. (See generative organs.) 

Clikical Remarks, — Pains in the back, also lameness, stiff- 
ness, etc., located in the sacra-lumbar region — a common symptom 
in- all uterine disorders, and even in diseases of the male organs of 
generation. Helonias seems to cause these pains in quite a notable 
degree ; they often simulate rheumatic pains, and may be mistaken 
for them. 

PEOVING OF HELONIN, BY HE. C. H. BTJBE, OP PORTLAND, ME, 

The preparation used in this proving was a solution of thirty grs 
of Helonin in one ounce of alcohol, diluted with half an ounce of 
water. It was thought best to commence with small doses, and 
increase hourly, until decided symptoms were produced, aod Oct. 
16th, in accordance with this idea, two drops were taken at 10, 
A.M., four gtt., atll; eight gtt. at 12 m. Soon after taking each 
dose, sensations of pain, tightnesa, and pressure were felt in the 
stomach, which was partially relieved by the eructation of tasteless 
gas. At 1 p. M., twelve gtt, were taken; at 2, sixteen gtt.; at 3, 
twenty gtt.; motion and rumbling in the intestines as if diarrhoea 
would come on. At 4, thirty gtt. were taken; at 5, forty gtt. ; at 
8, fifty gtt. Slight pain was now felt through the temples, 
together with a feeling of fullness in the bead, and vertigo. At 10, 
p. M., took fifty gtt. 

October leth. — ^The symptoms produced yesterday were not of a 
decided character. Took at 7, A. m., forty gutta ; at 9, fifty gtt, ; 
at 11, a:;£ty gtt,; at 13, sixty gtt. Still, but little effect is produced, 
and I should be unconscious of being under the influence of any 
remedy were it not for an unnatural degree of languor, and a 
feeling of weariness, and weight, in the region of the kidneys. At 
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2, F. M., sixty gtt.; at 3, sixty gtt. At this stage of the proving, tho 
alcoholic preparation was put aside, and an aqueous one substituted; 
Helonia twenty grains, water one ounce ; of this, forty gtt. were 
taken at 4, p. m. ; at 7, fifty gtt. The symptoms mentioned as 
oGcuning in the head, are more decided; the sense of fulness 
increases, and there is a feeling of pressure from within, up to the 
vertex; the latter feeling is aggravated by looking steadily at 
any fixed point ; the Mdneys have been somewhat stimulated 
and a larger amount than usual of clear, light-colored urine has 
been voided during the last twelve hours ; the pulse ranges at 
eighty-four, full, and a little irregular. At 9, P. m., took sixty 
gtt.; no new symptoms. 

October 18th,— No medicine was taken during the 17th, until eve- 
ning, when at 7, half a drachm was taken; at 9, half a drachm ; 
at 12, half a dra«hm. In the afternoon and evening, there waa a 

freat deal of weariness, and feeling of weight in the region of the 
idneys, and with much more general fatigue than usual ; mind dull 
and inactive. 

October I9th. — Took at 8, a. m., half a drachm; atl2, half a 
drachm; pain in the vertex; the pain in the liead is increased by 
stooping, and attended with increased vertigo; sharp, spasmodic 
pain in the back, running to the crest of tiie left ilium. At 5 p. m., 
took half a di-achm. Have awoke every morning since the proving 
was commenced, at 5 o'clock, an unusual hour, with tongue and 
fences dry, and a bitter, disagreeable taste in the mouth. The 
symptoms daring the day have been more marked, and principally 
confined to the head and back; the appetite has not been as usual. 

October, 21st. — Tookat 12,M,, one drachm. Soon after taking this 
dose felt a cramp-like p^n in the stomach. At 8, p. m,, took one 
drachm ; severe, rheumatic pains in the right hip joint, worse 
during motion ; pain in the forehead, as if a band about an inch 
wide was drawn across from temple to temple ; pain and feeling 
of lameness in the whole back, and dryness, and bitter taste in the 
mouth. 

Oct. 22nd. — Took at 9, a, m,, one drachm ; at 1 2, m., one drachm, 
last evening was engaged in sin^ng until 8 o'clock, at which 
time I took one drachm. Previous to taking the remedy, I never 
felt better, more cheerful, or in better spirits, Ssoon after taking 
it, there was an entire change in surrounding oircumstanoes ; I very 
soon became dull, gloomy, and irritable; could not endure the 
least contradiction, or receive any suggestions in relation to any 
subject ; all conversation was unpleasant, and what I most desired 
was, to be left alone, reserving to myself the privilege of finding 
fault with evory one around me, I consider that this moral 
condition was not accidental, but purely a pathological state, pro- 
duced, and kept up by the action of the medicine. Previous to the 
22nd, this state assumed an intermittent form, but after that 
date, it was unchanged for several days, and was one of the 
most constant and marked effects. 

October 2eth. — No medicine has been taken since the22d. Pain 
in the lumbar region, about the upper part of the sacrum and 
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pelvis. These pains during the last twenty-four hours have beer 
more constant and severe than at any other time; the p^n it 
the back seeras more troublesome at night than during the day.'' 



HYDRASTIS CAIIDESSIS. 

(_GMen Seal.) 

Tins well-known plant is indigenous. It has a perennial root, 
which is the officinal portion. It consists of a toituous, knotty cau- 
dex, with numerous long fibers, and is of a bright yellow color 
intemaliy. The plant is found growing in aha'dy woods, hi rich soil, 
and in damp meadows, in different parts of the United States, but is 
more abundant west of the Aileghaniea. It flowers in. May and 
June. The root in its fresh state is juicy, and when dried looses 
much of its weight. Its odor is strong and somewhat narcotic, 
with a very bitter taste. Its virtues are imparted to water and 
alcohol. A peculiar nitrogenous, oi-ystallizable substance called 
SyAraatin, is eonsideved the active principle of this plant. In horaceo- 
pathic practice we use^ye difi'erent preparations of this agent. 

(l.) Atinctoreand dilution of the fresh root. This should be 
made with diluted alcohol. 

(2.) A trituration of the pnlyerized root. 

(3.) A trituration of the Sydraatin. 

(4.) A glyceroie made with the tincture. 

(5.) A cerate, 

TheHydrastin is not considered to possess all the virtues of the 
root. It stands in the same relation to it, as Quinine does to 
Peruvian Bark (China). It possesses all the tonia pi'operties of the 
root, but not all the peculiar specific action on the raucous tissues, 
which is possessed by the preparations of the root. We ought to 
have a good proving of both preparations. 

GrBNERAi. Eppects, — There is no medicine in use in eclectic prac- 
tice about which there ia such a general unanimity of opinion as 
to its therapeutical efiects. The unequivocal testimony is that it is. 

(1.) A mild, certain, and permanent tonic ; 

(2.) An alterative to all the m.ueoua surfaces, and indeed to all 
tissues with which it is brought in contact. When we come to 
speak of special indications, its various applications in disease will 
be fully considered. I hope to be able to show that this agent, so 
truly valuable even in empirical practice, ia realy homceopathic to 
nearly every condition for which it has been used successfully by 
eclectic physicians. The allopaths eeeiu to know or cave but little 
about this remedy. Wood thus mentions it in his Dispensatory. 
"It probably possesses the ordinary virtues of the vegetable bif*. era. 
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and Ib sai3 to be employed as a tonic in some parts of the country. 
In the form of infusion, it has been used in theWestern States as a 
topical application in ophthalmia, and the Indians are said to employ 
it in the same manner, in old nloors of the legs. The n&tioQ of 
its otEoaoy in cancers, originating in a report which reached the late 
Professor Barton, that it was used in the cases of this complaint by 
the Cherokees, is probably altogether groundless." In his " Thera- 
peutics" and "Practice*' Wood does not mention it. In homceo- 
pathic practice it has been naed for a few years, but only upon 
empirical data. 

General Symptoms. — ^The universal-testimony of those who have 
had experience in the use of Hydrastis, is, that it inoreaaes in a 
marked manner the physical strength, and elovates the functions of 
the stomach, as regards digestion, assimilation, etc. It probably in- 
creases the appetite, and acts ia many ways as China does when 
given during convalescence from disease, or in diseased states char- 
acterized hy debility. 

This ia to the Eclectic, what Quinine ia to the Allopath, and China 
ia to our own school. The first-named school look with surprise 
upon the indi£Feronco with which this, their favorite tonic, is treated 
hy their rival school. I bave known eclectics in large practice, 
rely upon it almost to the exclusion of Quinine or Salicine, in inter- 
mittenta and other malarious fevers. They nsuajly prescribe one 
draohro of the tincture or fluid extract, or one or two grains (even 
as high as six grains) of Hydrastin, every one, two, or four hours, ^ 
the case seems to demand, and assert that it always acts as a pure 
tonic, and that its effects are not attended with any stimulation of 
the circulation, or congestion of the brain, as ia the case with 
Quinine. Yet, curiously enough, English homceopathists assert that a 
"few drops of the mother tincture will cause a sensation of physical 
prostration." Itcouldnotdo this byits^n'wjttry action, like china — 
its scondary effect may be prostration, Dra. MoLunont and Marston 
state that " one of us has for upwards of a month at a time, endeavor- 
ed by experiment, to ascertain ita pathogenesis ; but we have been 
unable to elidt any very decided symptoms, except upon the sen- 
soiium and heart, which were aflected for a very short time, by 
doses of half an ounce and upwards, smaller quantities appearing 
to pass off without any effect at all," The tincture used by the gentle- 
men must have been of a very poor quality, or half an ounce would 
have shown its effects in quite a deoiaed manner. They state, how- 
ever, that they " know of no medicine which has caused so great an 
improvement in the general health of our cancer patients as has 
thia, an improvement which, in most cases, has become visible in the 
bettered expression of the coantenance, to all who had previously 
known the patients," 

It ia appropriate in this place, that I should give some account 
of the use of Hydrastis in cancers by our English colleagues. In the 
October No., 1863, of the British Journal of Sommopathy, we 
find an article entitled, " Cancer ; ita Pathology, etc.,'' by Drs. 
Mclimont and Marston* After mentioning other remedies, as 
Arsenicum, Aurum, Hybscyamus, Conium, 3nd_Carho. veg,, they pro- 
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ceed to notico the Golden Seal. They say : " We are not sure who 
it was that first adopted and recommended the age of Hydrastis c, 
but have reason to beheve that this application of the root was first 
made in America." We have looked through the various works 
published in this countiy, in which this plantnas been noticed, but 
do not recollect that it is once mentioned as having been nsed in 
canoeroits affections. King, Jones and Soudder, Kost, and others, 
mention that it possesses a marked action npon raucous surfaces, 
and is curative in ulceration, chronic inflammation, etc., of those sur- 
faces ; also old ulcere on the extremities, etc. In domestic practice 
it ia used somewhat as we use Arnica, as an application to braises, 
abrasions, dad sprains. The first mention of the nse of Hydrastis 
in cancer is found in the earlier numbei-s of (he British Journal. 
Dr. Bayes and Dr. Pattison both reported cases cured with an 
external application of the drug. But Dr. P. published his cases in a 
pamphlet, much as the cancer doctors of this country publish their 
wonderful cures, and there was much room left for doubt, as to the 
genuineness of the statements. Drs, McLimont and Marston do 
not, however, rely entirely iipon the use of Hydrastis alone, but 
consider it necessary to " enucleate'' the tumor. This process of 
enucleation is described in full (see page 628). Hydrastis was 
applied to the tumor, after it had been incised. But it will seem 
strange to American homceopathists, who have always loked npon 
their English brethren with something akin to reverence, when they 
learn the manner of its application. "A piece of lint is applied to 
tbe surface, spread with equal parts of a paste composed of a 
strong decoction of Hydrastis root, chloride of zinc, andjlour, and 
stramonium ointment." Shade of Hahnemann, have mercy upon 
English homceopathists I Is this Ilomceopathy ? What, in the 
name of common sense, can a mild, non-caustic medicine like 
Golden Seal do, mixed np with such caustics and narcotics as cblo- 
lide of zinc and stramoninm? Is the Sritish Journal so badly in 
want of original articles, as to be obliged to publish such absurdity 
under the name of bomceopathy ? Itia equally ridicnloas with old 
school practice. If the Hydrastis was to be t^ted, why not do it 
in a proper manner, by applying it in a concentrated form to the 
diseased part? In some of the oases reported, a "lotion" of 
Golden Seal was applied with apparent good efiect. Of the consti- 
tutional treatment they say: "This" — the Hydrastis — "is the 
medicine upon which we chiefly rely in our ti'eatment of cancer, 
usually potting our patients under a course of it for a month or so, 
before commencing the eaucleation of the mass. Our doses vary 
from one or two drops of the sixth dil., to drop doses of tbe mother 
tincture ; the lower forms being used chiefly in those cases in which 
tbe uaohectic condition is fully marked ; ant^. we must confess that 
we know of no medicine which has caused so great an improve- 
ment in the general health of our patients as has this. We con- 
tinue the medicine during the whole of the treatment, and for some 
weeks after. "In some cases, however, the ulceration has extended 
into such parts as to prevent muoSi treatment by the application of 
the paste, and here we have obtained much good from the Hydras- 
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tis lotion, combmed with its internal administration; the pain 
decreases, the fostor dipiinfehes, the diaeharge is lessened, and the 
ulceration progresses less rapidly. * * Our experience, on the 
whole seems to lead to the coneliision, that for the most part the 
health {m connected with the disease) improves more rapidly under 
Arsenicum than under Hydrastis, while on the other hand, 
the local condition participates more decidedly in this amendment 
when Hydrastis is taken;" Several example cases are given to 
illustrate the curative effects, a few of which we condense: 

Vase 1. — A lady had observed for some years a hard substance 
in her right breast, which, for a few mouths before coming under 
treatment had rapidly increased in size, and had become so painful 
as to prevent all rest by night. On examination, a tumor of strong 
hardness, and about the size of a duck's egg, was discovered in the 
upper portion of the left breast. It was non-adherent, but the skin 
was slightly puckered, and the nipple retracted. Another physician 
had called the tumor a malignant one, Hydrastis sixth was 
administered in drop doses. The pain was at once relieved. The 
enucleation of the tumor, however, was decided upon. The wound 
speedily cicatrized, and the patient renadns perfectly free from 
disease. 

Case 2. — "A lady had suffered for six months from a swelling in 
the left breast. The pain— which was compared to knives thrust 
into tho part — had become almost unbearable, and the patient was 
already beginning to assume that worn appearance so characteristic 
of the cancerous diathesis. The tumor, which attained a consider- 
able size, was hard, heavy, and adherent to the skin, which was 
dark, mottled, and very much puckered, the nipple also being much 
retracted. The patient was at once advised to come to town for 
the enucleation of tie tumor. This, however, her circumstances 

Sffeveiited, and without any expectation of affording much relief, a 
otion of Hydrastis was ordered, with the internal use of the same 
medicine. The pain almost immediately ceased, and the tamor so 
speedily decreased in size that -at the end of two months it had 
altogelier disappeared, leaving but the puckered akin, which had 
otherwise regdned its natural appearance. When we last heard of 
this patient she continued perfectly well. It is needful to state that 
her health rapidly improved under the treatment, and that her 
countenance regained the aspect of health." This is a notable case, 
and if the Hydrastis will dways act as well, it will prove a great 
boon to humanity. 

Ten cases are given, in which the Hydrastis was used. In most 
cases it relieved the pain, and in some it checked the progress of 
the disease. The writers claim that it failed to give relief in no 
case. They predict gi-eat advantage from the use of this medicine. 
But we protest against its eombination with powerful caustics and 
anodynes, if we are to have all the good effects of the "paste'' 
attributed to the Hydrastis. I would suggest that American homoao- 
pathists test the pure paete of Hydrastis (pulv. root) applied to the 
" incised " tumor, or the lotion, or even a strong cerate, giving at 
the same time tho remedy internaliy. The Hydrastis is also recom- 
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mended for Lupus. Three cases, aaya Dra. McL. and M., have 
been treated successfully with it. 

I have been treating a case of scirrous of the breast by the use 
of Hydrastis. The lady had a Bcirrous tumor estiipated from the 
right breast sis years previously. Thi'ee months beibre I was con- 
sulted she noticed a small induration, or tumor, near the site of the 
one which had been extirpated. It gradually increased in size and 
became very painful. The pain was lancinating, and extended up 
to the shoulder and down the arms. I applied a lotion of Hydrastis, 
one-tenth in water, and ordered her to take five drops of the one- 
tenth three times a day. It is now one month since she commenced 
its use. The pain ceased the first week, and the tumor has 
decreased rapidly in size. Dr. H. M, Saxton, of St. Joseph, Mieb., 
writes me that he has had considerable experience in the use of 
Hydi'astis as an external application; and gives the following cases 
illustrating its use: 

Case 1. — ^A girl seven or eight years of age fell, and laeeratcd 
the scalp above the left temple. The wound was several inches in 
length, in the tonn of a crescent. It suppurated, and became a 
troublesome sore. After cleansing the surface, the Hydrastis, in fine 
powder, was applied. It checked the suppuration, allayed the 
inflammation, and under its use, the ulcer healed in a few days. 

Case 2. — Was an ulcer from a burn, on the back of a child's 
liand. It was much inflamed, very painful ; she could hai-dly move 
her wrist. The powdered Hydrastis was applied lightly. Although 
the child irritated it a good deal, it soon healed, and left the cutide 
smooth, and without a cicatrix. 

C'me 3. — Infantile intertrigo. "Excoriation in the folds of 
the neck." The dry powder was applied, and it healed in three 
days. 

As a wash, one part of the tincture to ten of water I 
have found more useful in obstinate excoriation of the skin, in 
children, than Arnica. Glycerine, is a better vehicle than water. 
The Glycerole of Hydrastis is used with great advantage in cases 
of intertrigo, sore nipples, and ulcerated surfaces. While Arnica 
seems specific for contusions, with extravasations, and Calendula 
for incised and lacerated wounds, even when unhealthy suppura- 
tion ensues, the Hydrastis seems the best remedy for chronic 
ulcers, arising from either of the above causes, or from burns, 
scalds, or some diseases of the skin. 

Skin.— Enough has been said above to indicate the conditions 
of the skin, etc., for which Hydrastis is indicated. It is probably 
not specific against any idiopathic diseases of the skin, but only for 
some of the effects of such diseases. It has been found useful 
against li^us, psoriasis, rhagades, and excoriations. It may be 
employed as a simple lotion, a glycerole, or iu the form of a cerate. 
If the general condition of the system is cachectic its internal use 
will be fonnd beneficial. 

Sleep.— Awakened several times during the night by severe 
pains ill the small of the back, and hypogastric region, with dull 
pain in the umbilicus. 
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Feyer. — ChiUy sensation al! niglit, rotwith standing atuaiJance of 
covering ; ebillinees, with acliing in tLe baclc and limb's. 

Clinical Remarks.— Its use in Intermittent fevers has already 
been allnded to. It is most serviceable in quotidians, when there 
is considerable gastric distni'bance, jaundice, and a general cachectic 
condition. Also in cEiaes where mercniy and qninme have been 
used injuriously. In the debility which iollowa gastric, biliotis, and 
typhoid fever, it will be found veiy useful. 

Mind- — Feel very sad and gloomy, 

UeiHl- — Dull, heavy frontia headache ; constant dull headache, 
with pain in the hypogastritim and small of the back of a dull 
aching character ; tiuU frontal headache present most of the time, 

Clikical Remaeks. — I have fouDd it uaeiul in headache from 
gastric difficulties, those arising ii'om dyspepsia, and in thnae 
frontal headaches which occur in chronic catarrh. It has been 
fonnd curative in headache from habitual constipation. 

Eyes- — Mucous membrane of the eyelids much congested ; dis- 
charge of large quantities of thick white mucus; profuse secretion 
of tears ; eyelids agglutinated together' ; mucous membrane of lids 
congested; smarting of the eyes; burning of the eyes and lids, 

OLiinCAi. Remakks. — "We find here distinctly manifested, the 
specific action of Hydrastis. It afiects all mucous membranes, that 
of the eyes seems to be prominently aflected by the pathogonetio 
influence of the drug. We also find that this remedy has been 
used very successfully by eclectic practitioners, in diseases of the 
eyes. In catan-hal conjunctivitis, after the acute stage has passed, 
it has been used as a collyrinra with unequivocal benefit. JTing 
advises it in opacity of the cornea. Jones and Scudder assert that, 
•* A decoction of it is very nsefiil as a detergent and antiphlogistic 
application to the eyfes, either in acute or chronic inflammation ; in 
acute ophthalmia we have obtained mDch advsait^e from applying 
a poultice of equal parts of Hydrastis and nlmua fulva, wet with 
cold water; it relieves the pain and burning, and in many mild 
cases win effect a cure without any other application. In the 
chronic form of the disease we employ it without the ulmus fulva, 
directing a large poultice to be applied to the afiected eye upon - 
^oing to bed, and retained on through the night, wetting it occa- 
sionsuly with water' if it becomes dry," Were it not for the sense- 
less combinations which they use, some valuable clinical experience 
might be gleaned from the works of writers on eclectic medicine. 
From the above testimony as to the nse of Hydrastis in Ophthalmia, 
we may deduce some practical suggestions. The " eye symptoms" 
noticed by the provera show that Hydrastis is an analogue of Pol- 
satilla, Emphrasia, Hepar sulphur and Sepia. The two foi-mer 
correspond more particnlai'ly to acnte catarrhal inflararaation, while 
the latter, and Hydrastis are more appropriate to tho chronic con- 
dition. (jBtlinsa effects the eyes similarly to Euphrasia.) Pulsa- 
tilla is but indicated when the discharge is thick, mncus, or even 
muco-pnrnlent, and there may be supei^cial ulceration of the con- 
junctiva. Bat the discharge for which Hydfastia is indicated, 
proceeds from a move obstinate catarrhal inflammation, in which 
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ulceration is a prominent symptom. It ia a little strange that the 
above mentioned writers do not mention or advise tbe use of tliia 
remedy internally in Ophthalmic diseases. It may be remarked, 
however, that the older allopathic writers do not mentioB the 
iiitemal use of Pulsatilla or Euphrasia, although tbey used them as 
topical agents, in the same diseases for which we tise them, 

J)o8e, etc.- — In acute conjuncti'vitis give the third dilution, and 
apply about tho same attenuation, (in distilled water), to the 
eyes. Ia the chronic, attended with ■ulceration, use the one-tenth 
or one-hundredth internally and as a collyiium. 

Nose.— Very much stuffed up; constant discharga of thick lohite 
miKvs- from the nose ; constant coryza with profuse secretion of 
tears ; obstruction of the naaal passages with frequent coryza ; 
constant ooryza with frontal headache ;- (B) "excessive secretion 
from the mucous membrane of the nose, so much so that tho 
secretions were removed in long tenacious shreds or pieces." — 
{King.) 

Clinicai, Eemaeks. — This last symptom, which I find in King's 
Disp., shows very clearly the sphere of action of the drug ; also 
that the mucous membrane of the nose is specifically afiected ; this 
symptom was caused by internal administration. For several years 
I have been in the habit of treating chronic nasal catarrhs, oztena, 
and diptheritic affections of the nose, with Hydraptia. In simple 
catarrh, the second dil. maybe given internally and used as an 
injection into the nostrils, two or three times a day. When there 
ia ulceration the first dec, trituration will aSbrd more satisfactory 
results. In Oziena, it may be used still stronger, and in alter- 
nation with injections of Baptisia, giving at the same time 
internally, Iodide of Arsenic, or Nitric ac. In acute coryza, 
with copious secretion of white mucus and tears, nightly chilliness, 
despondency, etc., I would suggest the use of tho high potencies. 
Its interna! and topical application raay prove of benefit in nasal 
polypi. If its asserted power of discussing scirrous and other 
tumors he but substantiated, it. may prove useful in cancer of the, 

MoDtli. — Large apthous sore on the mucous membrane of the 
under lip ; flat taste in the mouth ; " excessive secretion of tena- 
cious mucus from tho buccal mucous membrane, so profuse that it 
may be removed in long tenacious shreds.'' — {King^ 

Clinical Rbmaeks,— We have here tho same blenorrhagio 
symptoms noticed under " Nose." Hydrastis has always been a 
favorite domestic remedy in "sore mouth," Many physicians use 
it in all forma of stomatitis with alleged success. It has been found 
useful in common apthous stomatitis of children ; in simple ulcera- 
tion of the buccal mucous membrane ; in mercurial sore mouth ; and 
in stomatitis matoma. I have witnessed the most obstinate varieties 
of these affections, yield to the local application of Hydrastis in 
decoction or powder, after the mineral acids, astringents, nitrate of 
silver of the old school, and even homceopathic remedies had been 
tried in vain. The best method of application is to put one drachm 
of the tincture into half a pint of water, use this as a wash every 



>stsd by Google 



264 NEW HOMCEOPATHIC PROVINGS. 

four hours; enough will be swallowed or absorbed, to exei-t its 
speciiio constitutional action. 

In Dr. Ludlam's report on "stomatitis matema. (Trans. 111. 
Horn. Society) mention is made of the use of this remedy in that 
disease. Dv. Murch has been very successful in many cases, using 
it as a wash, and the dry powder applied to ulcere in the mouth. 

FauceSt Throat, etc.— Singling and smarting in the throat ; 
hawking up of tenacious, yellow or white mocus, with rawness of 
the fauces ; some pain on swallowing, as from excoriation. 

Olisical Remarks. — It is a favorite remedy with many homte- 
opathic physicians in the West, as a gargle in cases of simple 
uloevated sore throat; also in An^mt with ulceration, when accom- 
panying scarlatina ; it does not, like Baptisia, remove the ftetor in a 
direct manner, but its curative effect over the ulceration tends to 
remove any putrefactive condition. I consider it as useful in 
Diphtheria, as any remedy we are acqnainted with. (Use as 
directed under " Mouth.") The pathogenetic symptoms are quite 
similar tO' those for which Dr. Gray, of New Yorkj so highly recom- 
mendsMerc. lodatus; and the pathological condition, namely, inflam- 
mation and engorgement, with profuse secretion of mucus from the 
mucous foDides of the throat, very much resemble, the condition 
which Mercurias causes. In some varieties of Chronic Angina, 
we find the mucous membrane of the fauces studded with round, 
protuberant spots, of a red color, as if injected with blood, and the 
patieats oompl^uns of an aggravation from the l6ast exposure to 
cold. For this state of the throat Hepar sulphur is generally 
prescribed, but its permanent curative efiect is much aided by the 
mteraal and local use of Hydrastis. ^fpMlitic Angirm, has been 
benefited by the use of this medicine ; indeed, in its action on the 
glands of the mucous membrane, Hydrastis is an analogue of the 
mercurials. There is a kind of sore throat, which often attends 
dyspepsia; it is sometimes known as "bilious sore throat,'' although 
the name is inappropriate ; it is a sympathetic disorder, aiising from 
irritation of the stomach and lower portions of cesophagus ; for this 
troublesome affection, the Hydrastis internally is an excellent 
remedy. 

Gastric Symptoms. — Eructations of sour .fluid; fsunt feeling at 
the stomach ; dull aching pain in the stomach, which causes a very 
weak, faintish feeling ; burning pain In the umbilical region, with a 
faintish "goneness " in the epigastric region; cutting pain in the 
stomach. 

Clinical Rbmaeks. — This remedy seems likely to prove as 
prominent a remedy for those conditions which are .known under 
the name of dyspepsia, as Wux vomica, Solphur, or Pulsatilla. _ We 
will glance at the testimony of eclectic physicians on this subject ; 
" It is sncoeBsfuUy administered in dyspepsia and chronic affections 
of the mueoas coats of the stomach ; in chronic inflammation of 
the stomach it is very valuable; it will be found of especial advan- 
tage in the treatment of persons who are intemperate, gi-adnally 
removing the abnormal condition of the stomach, and in many 
destroying the appetite for liquor. — [King.) "In 
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auoresia, indigestion, and general debility, arising from a 
languid, or atonic state of the stomacb, it ia unsurpassed, restoring 
tone to the stomach, promoting the appetite, aud acting as a 
general restorative. It may also be employed in those cases of 
chronic gastritis and chronic irritation of the stomach with altered 
secretion, which constitute the worst and most persistent fofms of 
dyspepsia. In acid indigestion the Hydrastis, associated with 
calcined magnesia or prepared charcoal, will be found truly valuable, 
especially when attended with a torpid condition of the bowels, 
In those sympathetic diseases of the digestive organs, arising from 
uterine disease, we have obtained more benefit from this than from 
any other agent, — {Jones & Seudd&r Mat. Med.} "The oases in 
which we have known this plant used with moat sueceea, were 
atonic dyspepsia, attended with torpidity of the liver; languid 
circnlation, and constipated bowels," {Professor iee. Allopath.) 
The few pathogenetic symptoms which we have, point to its use 
in dyspepsia with acidity, and dyspepsia from atony. The faint 
feeling, is quite suggestive of congestion of the portal system ; but 
■we should be goiSed, perhaps, more by the general action of 
Hydrastis upon mucous membranes. We know that it causes (1) 
blenarrkagia; (2) excoriation and ulceration {superficial?]; and a 
condition simulating chronic inflammation. I have nsed this medicine 
in gastric disorders, for several years, and my experience, together 
with a knowledge of its general effects, lead me to consider it 
homceopathic to the following conditions; I use the nomenclature 
of Dr, Chambers— (see Disorders of Digestion) : 
(1) Mucous Flux {chronic.) 
(2.) Excess of epithelium (chronic). 
(3.) The Antemio state. 
(4.) Chronic Inflammation, (mucous), 
(5.) Ulcer of the stomach. 
(6.) Deficiency of gastric juice. 
It may prove of value in cancer, or scirrous of the stomach, if 
the experience of our English colleagues should be verified ; it 
palliates those symptoms of flatulence, distention, and painful 
digestion, so common to dyspeptics, 

Stoniacli and Bowels, — Slight pain in the umbilical region, with 
a hot sensation in the same parts ; severe cutting pam in the 
hypogastric region, ext,ending into the testicle, where it is of a 
dull aching character, occurring after stool and accompanied by a 
very faint feeling ; constant distress in the umbilical region, with 
loud ruftibling in the bowels; dull pain in the hypogastrium and 
small of the back ; dull pain in the umbilicus, aggravated by moving, 
and accompanied by great rumbling in the bowels ; severe pains 
in the hypogaatriam with very faint feeling following Btool ; con- 
stant dull pain in the right side of umbilical region ; constant 
dull aching pain in the stomach that produces a gone, or faint 
feeling ; constant pain in the cardiac portion of the stomach, that 
produces a very weak, faint feeling ; severe cutting pains in the 
stomach and umbilical region ; at intervals sharp pain in the region 
ot the spleen, with constant dull pains in the stomach and bowels, 
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aceompaiiied by a hot burning eensatioa ; the aching pain in the 
umbilioua prevents my sleeping; great deal of pain in the umbilical 
and cteoal regionB, continuing all night, with pain in the whole 
bowela all the following day ; sharp pains In the region of the 
Cfficum. 

Clinicai, REMAiSKa. — It will be well here, to inquire into the 
genei-al action of Hydrastis upon the intestinal tube. It is not 
considered aa a cathartic, yet I have known large doses of the 
powdered root to act as a purgative. This, however, may have 
been in part flwing to the in-itating effects of the woody fibre in 
the powder, as the tincture does not, in quite large quantities, have 
that effect, ^ngi says that in some instances " it proves laxative, 
but without any astriugenoy, and seems to act in therapeutical 
action, between Ehubarb and bloodroot," Prof Lee says it " proves 
laxative to the bowels.'' Dr. Burt, who made a portion of this 
proving, writes me that he did not have any very loose stools 
dui-ing the experiment ; that he did not notice any mucus in the 
evacuations ; the burning pain in the bowels was quite troublesome; 
hut hia proving was not continued a aufScient length of time to 
develope its peculiar blenorrhagic effects upon the intestinal 
mucous membranes. We feel safe in asserting that Hydrastis is 
not primarily or directly homceopathic to diarrhcea, unlesa in the 
catari'hal, in which it should be used highly potentiaed ; hut it is 
decidedly homiKopathie to the following conditions : 

(1) Chronic raucous flux of the intestines. (This condition has 
been treated under the name of intestinal catarrh, blenorrhcea of 
the bowels ) It seems to be a near analogue of Ammonicum uiuri- 
atioum in its effects upon mucous surfaces. 

(2.) Erosion, chronic ulceration, etc,, with "defective absorp- 
tion;'' it is also homceopathic to flatulent colic; and pain in the 
bowela when accompanied by faintness. 

Stool- — Soft stool, followed by severe cutting pain in the hypo- 
gastriutn, with dull aching in the testicles, accompanied by a very 
^nt feeling ; soft, mushy stool, with great rumbling in the bowels. 
(Burt). Obstinate relaxation of the bowels; gripmg paina in the 
bowela; tenesmus. 

Clinicai. Remarks. — ^Prof. Lee (allopath), says this medicine 
has been used with most success in atonic dyspepsia, attended with 
languid circulation, torpidity of the liver, and constipated bowels. 
If it really proved curative in material doses, in constipation, it must 
be a&sondarUy homceopathic to that condition. The reports of our 
English colleagues seem to support this theory by actual cases. 
Dr. Hastings, Sargeon (British Horn. Journal, Vol. XVIII, page 
317,) writes: "My assistant, Mr. Cliftbrd, usesit extensively- in very 
chroaio and obstinate oases of constipation, and says, that a, drop of 
the mother tincture, iu water, first thing every evening, has been 
most effectnal in these cases." Tiie following cases, illustrating the 
use of Hydrastis can. in constipation, were reported by Dr. Roger- 
son in the British Journal, Voi. XVIIL, page 626; — 

Case 1. — " Margaret Shaw, aged thirty-eight, came to the dis- 
pensary, with the following symptoms: — for the last eight years, 
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fihe had: been troubled with cooBtipatiou, during which time her 
bowels had never been moved more than onee or twioe a waet, 
and then only by the aid of opening raodiolne. Castor oil and pills 
generally had been taken, consequently she complained of constant 
headache, more especially ia the morning ; bad taste in the mouth ; 
foultongae; pain in the back and sboalders; a sense of constric- 
tion in the hypogastric region, which was only relieTed by 
opening medicine ; rather bilious ; yellow complexion; skin smooth 
and dry ; great pain after each stool, which was of a hard nodula- 
ted consistence, and of a brown or gray color. I now ordered her 
to take Syd. c, every morning and evening, and to leave oif taking 
all opening or purgative medicines; after four days had elapsed, 
her headache, pain in the back and shoulders, were much better ; 
the bowels having moved. Four days afterward, the headache had 
entirely disappeared; free from pain; stool quite easyand healthy; 
yellow hue disappearing from the face ; the appetite much better, 
and at the end of four weeks she reported herself quite well." 

Case 2. " Sarah Howarth, aged twenty-nine, complaining of 
sore neck and throat, the latter much relaxed and inflamed, more 
especially the. posterior part; headache, cough and s^it; pain in 
fiide'Whiie stooping and rising from a recumbent position; breath 
bad ; tongue foul and coated with a thick white fur ; appetite bad ; 
and bowels for some seven or eight weeks very much confined; 
had been obliged to resort to opening medicine every Saturday 
evening; they were generally moved three or four times every 
Sunday, and not again until the medicine was repeated on ' the 
following Saturday, She was ordered Hydrastis c every morning 
and evening; one week afterward, sho felt rather better; breath 
not so bad; tongue moist and more healthy; appetite increasing; 
bowels moved every day since she commenced tafeing the medicine; 
continued the Hydrastis; one week later she feels nearly well, 
excepting a alight pain while swallowing any food; bo'wels free 
from all uneasy sensation, and move every day ; appetite greatly 
increased and gaining strength every day ; continued the medicine, 
which resulted in a perfect cure at the end of two weeks longer.'' 

(Jaae 3.— Thomas Oscar, aged forty-six. Has been for several 
months troubled vidth general anasarca — difficulty in making water, 
which was of a high color, depositing a cloudy sediment while 
standing; and having been in active service during the Orimeaa 
campaign was accnstomed to sleeping out in the open air, and 
being so exposed for a series of weeks and mouths, suffered from 
an acate attack of rheumatic fever, which laid the foundation of 
hiB present illness ; his bowels for the last two months having been 
very much confined, so much so, that he was necessitated to resort 
to oponing m.ediclne once or twice a week. On my first visiting 
him, however, on the t;ffenty-first of April, I prescribed Hydrastis 
every morning and evening. 

April 29th. — Has, since taking the medicine, had his bowels 
moved two or three times every day ; he also makes much more 
water — more freely and of a better color ; continue Hydrastis. 

May 4tli. — His bowels have been moved every day, with the 
33 
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excepdon of yester<Iay; his water increases ; tongue better ; sleeps 
veij weil, and feels in every rraipect great relief from his former 
safieriogs ; continne Hydrastis every morninff. 

May 26. Bowels more quiet, regular; swelliag much diminished; 
■water freer, clear and copious; feels now neai'ly well; continue 
Hydrastis every other morning." 

" The ahove cases are only a few of the many in which I have 
tried it with great success; it seems to act most heneficially on 
those who have nndergone, or constantly resoit to a course of 
opening medicine;. it- also seems to aet best on those who have 
spent an active life, but have become of sedentary habit.'' It is to 
be regretted that Dr. Rogerson did not give the doses he used. 
Hydrastis is indicated in some forma of dysentery ; in mucotis 
enteritis when of a catarrhal' character, and the inflammation' 
aub-acute, the Hydrastis at the third dilution will prove curative. 
In chronic enteritis, when the discharges are tenaciona, slimy, and 
accompanied with tenesmus; or when the faces are in the form of 
hard balls, -coated overwith yellowish, tongh mucus; this medicine 
will be of service in the ' first and second potency. The topical 
application of the remedy must not be forgotten iii these cases. 
Enemas of Hydrastis will be found naefnl, and will bring about a 
cure unaided, or at any rate materially aid its internal action ; 
when the disease is located in the recUem, this form of appUcation 
will be found particularly beneficial; 

In TTlceration of the reotum, occurring after bad cases of 
dysentery, the local application of Hydrastis will effect prompt 
cures; also, in fissvfre of anus. (The cerate will be the best 
preparation in these eases). 

In Hoemorrhoidsy this plant has somo reputation. Reliable 
practitioners have a^uted me that they have cured the most 
obstinate cases by the alternate use of Hydrastis and Podophyllum, 
using enemas of Hydrastis every ni^ht. 

In McGoHations of the anus, as it occurs in little children, or 
even adults, in diarrhtea and dysentery, no better remedy can 
be advised ; it should be used in the form of glyceroU. 

Ifver. — pur provings do not point to any particular symptoms, 
relating to the liver, but it is considered valuable in hepatic dis- 
orders, by the Eclectic school. 

(Joe says: — "Upon the liver it acts with certainty and efficacy ; 
as a -chblogogue and deobstruent It has few equals ; it is of inesU- 
inable vMae in the treatment of chronic derangements of the liver 
and portal circulation; it seems to exercise an especial influence 
over the portal vein, and hepatic structure, generally; resolving 
biliary deposits ; removing obstructions; promoting secretion, and 
giving tone to the various functions. It may be relied Upon with 
confidence for the relief of hepatic toi'por. In intermittent fever, 
we have found it most reliable in those cases in -which the 
prolongation of the disease depended upon a disordered condition 
of thefunctions of the liver." King does not mention its applicability 
■to hepatic diseases. Other writers, however, recommend it in 
affections of that organ. If the liver eliminates the principle of the 
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Hydrastis, we may safely assert that it will disorder its functions. 
I have quoted the above, to draw the attention of our school to its 
alleged uses. There is one oonditlon of the liver, however, in whieh 
I consider the Hydrastis homojopathically indicated ; I allude to 
to " catarrhal itiflaramation of the macoua membranes lining tho 
gall bladder, biliary ducts, eto. 

rrinarj; Organs. — Dull, aching sensation in the region of the 
kidneys; dull, heavyweight in the lumbar region; nrine increased 
from twenty-eight to sixty ounces per day, and changed from an 
acid reaction to neutrah" (B). 

CuNiCAL REMABKa.-— No mention has been made of the diuretic 
action of Hydrastis, yet it would seem to have such effect ; it needs 
confirmation, however, and further provings may clear up the 
matter. From analogy, it is more than probable, this medicine has 
the same effect upon the mucous membranes of the urinary organs, 
that it has upon the mouth, nose, and fauces, ab&ve alluded to. 
Tho resinoid principle of the drag, may be eliminated through the 
kidneys, the same as Turpentine, Copaiva and others i if so, it 
would undoubtedly cause those blenorrha^c conditions of the 
bladder, urethra, etc., for which it is considered almost a speoifio. 
^*«.^, and every other Eclectic writer on therapeutics, assert its 
"great value in gleet, chronic gonorrhcea, incipient stricture, 
spermatorrhosa axidi infiammation and tdceraiion of the internal 
coat of the MaiMer.'^ " Many cases of nlceration of , the internal 
coat of the bladder have been cured by the deeontion of Hydrastis 
alone. It must be injected into the bladder, and held there as long 
as the patient can conveniently retain it — to be repeated three or 
four times a day, immediately after emptying the bladder." It 
may be. prepared as follows: Tincture Hydrastis, c, one drachm; 
hot water, one pint; inject about blood-heat. Its internal use 
alone would undTonbtedly core the disease,' but it would require a 
longer time. (I have cured cystic blenorrhfea with Oopalva, 
Chimaphila, and Uva-ursi intemaUy.) 

In Gleet, it is beneficial, used in the same manner as above recom- 
mended. Dr. Hastings, IJ. S. Marine Hospital, San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia, reports in the Pa(;^^c ^owr«a?, his treatment for Gooorrhtca. 
Patients in the acute stage are freely purged ; kept quiet ; placed on 
half rations for three days ; after which they are allowed fuU diet. 
The urethra from the time of tho reception, is injected night and 
morning with a saturated infusion of fresh Hydrastis. He is first 
directed to urinate, and after the injection, to lie on his back for 
an hour or so to retain it. After the first purgation, no medicine is 
given internally. This treatment allays the chordee and ardor 
urinaj immediately, and in the course of a few days the disease is 
removed. Dr, H. says that, having used all kinds of treatment, he 
finds this produces a quicker cure, with less pain to the patient, 
than any other. Dr, Hastings has also employed the Hydrastis as 
an injection into the bladder in Cystitis. For this purpose, the 
temperature should be brought to blood-heat, and about four ounces 
thrown in daily. The pain on micturition is remarkably relieved.'' 
From this crude treatment, we may draw some practical sugges- 
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tioDB. We can use the Hydrastis in minute quantities, witli just as 
good effects as are gained from massive doses. I>r. Coe, says, it 
should "be given internaUy in small and repeated doses in chronic 
inflammation of the blader. In congestion of the ureters, chronic 
suppression of urine, and gravelly affections, also in incontinence 
of nrine, and diabetes, it will bo found highly useful," This may 
be taken cwn grano salis. 

Generative Organs of Men.-— It is homceopathio to chronic 
gonorrhcBa, gleet, balanitis, balanorrhoja, etc. For the debility after 
sperm atorrhtca it is an admirable remedy. (See urinary organs.) 

Henerative Organs of Women.— We regret that we have no prov- 
ingB of Iris V. upon women. But the clinical experience relating to 
use in some disordered states of the reproductive organs, is quite 
extensive. From its peculiar, specific action on other mocous 
tisues, we should consider it homeopathic to conditions marked 
by abnormal secretions, such as nterine and vaginal cataiTh, or 
mucus leuGorrhwa (which according to Tyler Smith is a hyper-se- 
cretion of the glandular portion of the cervix uteri). In tbie form of 
leucorrhcea the discharge is tenacious, sometimes hanging from the 
OS, in a long viecid string. It should also be useful in epithelidl 
abrasion of the os and cervite uteri, and vagina, especially when 
superficial ulceration is present. When these conditions are ac- 
companied with considerable debility, and disorder of the digestive 
fiinctions, I have found the Hydrastis one of the best of medicines. 
It should be given internally, in the lower attenuations, and used as 
an injection, of about the strength of one drachm of the tincture to 
one pint or quart of water. The enema shonld be retained five 
minutes, repeated twice or three times a day. 

The following Eclectic testimony may not be inappropriate 
in this place:—" It is of sin^lar efficacy Jn leucoiThcea when the 
complaint is complicated with hepatic aberration,"— (J9r. Coe.) 
" In those sympathetic affections of the digestive organs, arising 
from uterine diseases, we have.obtained more benefit irom it than 
from any other agent, Not only does it exercise a tonic influence 
upon the digestive organs, but if there is one agent more than 
another that deserves the name of uterine tonic, we believe that 
this is the agent. As a vaginal injeeion in leucorrhtea, or inflamma- 
tion, (J. & S, Met. Med,) of the cervix uteri, it has no superior." 

Dr. H. M. Saxton, of St. Joseph, writes me that he has. used it 
very successfully in various foi-ms of lencorrhiEa. Very many other 
practitioners of our school consider it indicated in this class of 
affections, not fi-ont any special afiinity for the generative organs, 
but by its general sphere of action, both as a restorative, and from 
itspower to inflnence the conditions of mucous membranes, 

Catiirrbal Symptoms, etc—Dull, frontal headache, with frequent 
coryza and constant secretion of tears; nose very much stafi^ed up; 
constant tickling of the larynx, with a dry liarshcongh; chilliness; 
itching of the back and limbs; eyes smart and bum; scraping 
sensation in the larynx ; constant rough, hacking cough. 

Clinical Rkmaeks. — Although our eclectic colleagues recom- 
mend it in " all chronic, and even acute inflammations of n 
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membranes," yet they make no mention of its use in catarrh of the 
air passages. The above pathogenetic symptoms point directly to 
its effects on the respiratory tract. It oausea many notable catarrhal 
symptoms. I wonld reccommend it, theoretioaUy, in acute catarrhs- 
nanal, laryngeal and bronchial (in the sixth dil,), also in ohivDnic 
catarrhs of those passages. It is homffiopathio when the dischai'ge 
is thick, yellowish, very tenacioua, "stringy," and profiise. In 
these cases the low attenuations should be ased, aided when 
practicable by the topical application in the form of injection. In the 
bronchial catarrh of old people, with debility, loss of appetite 
eacheotic conditions, it should prove very useful. 

Back and Upper Extremities.— Aching ia the lower region; 
weariness in the arms. 

CuNiCAL Remabks. — ^I once treated a lady, during her clima- 
cteric period, whose chief complaint was an intense aahing pMn in 
the small of the back. This pain sometimes changed to a burning. 
The profuse menses, were lessened with Platma; the nervous 
symptoms by Lachesis-and PulsatiUa, but neither these nor Sepia 
relieved the pain in her back. Upon the recommendation of a nurse 
she drank a decoction of Ilydrastis, with the efieot of removing 
the back-ache in a few days. The cure seemed permanent. 

lower Extremities.— Legs feel very weak, and ache ; pain in the 
small of the back; severe pain in the ri^ht knee, lasting all day, and 
much aggi-avated by walking ; dull aohmg in the loins. 

CiiNicAi Bbmaeks. — In irritable ulcers on the legs, this 
medicine may be nsed in the form of a very weak wash, also 
internally. In indolent ulcers, a stronger preparation, even the 
pure tincture wonld be more useful. 

BB. BURT'S PKOTING OF HTDEASTIS, 

ISTov. 9th. — Feeling well, bowels regular once a day; urine 
natural ; took ten grains 3, p. m., all day constant, slight pain in 
the umb^cai region, with a hot sensation in the same parts, 7. p. m., 
soft stool, followed by severe cutting pains in the hypogastric region 
and doll aehing pains in the testicles, accompanied wiih a very faint 
feeling ; eructations of sour iiuid ; dull-heavy weight in the lumbar 
region.' 

Nov, loth.— ^Feeling well, 9. a. m., took twenty grains 12 m,; 
dull, heavy, frontal headache; constant distress in the nmbUical 
region, with loud rumbling in the bowels ; dull aching sensation in 
the re^on of the kidneys ; took fifteen grains 5, p. m, dull head- 
ache; slight constant, pain in the umbilical region; dull pain in the 
region of the kidneys ; took forty grains ; constant dull, headache, 
with great deal of dull pain in the hypogastric region and small of 
the back; slight stool, with a fainb feeling afterwards; legs feeling 
very weak, and ache ; urinated twenty-eight oz. acid. 

Nov, 11th. — A woke several times in the night, with severe pain 
in the small of the back and hypogastric region, and dull pain in the 
nmbilical region, aggravated by motion, with great rumbling in 
the bowels; stool at 6. a. m., soft, papescent, followed by a very 
faint feeling and severe pains in the hypogastric region ; dull head- 
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acliG ; eyes secreted large quantities of thick wbite iimcus ; mticoiis 
membrane of the eyelids good deal congested ; nose very much 
stuffed up ; slight hacking cough, with a scraping sensation in the 
larynx; tookfifty griuns at 10, a. m, 5, p. u., constant dull frontal 
headache ; nose secreting constantly a thick white nmcns; constant 
rough hacking ooagh ; soft mushy stool at 2.p,m:, with great mmbling 
in the bowels ; constant coryza ; my right knee has pained me very 
severely all day— walking aggravates it very much ; took sixty grs. 
9. P.M., there has been constant dull headache; frequent ooryza 
with profuse secretion of tears ; nose running constantly a thick 
white mucns; constant, slight, hacking cough; constant dull pain 
in the UBibilical region; soft muShy stool; urinated forty-two oz, 
acid— heafc haa no effect upon it, 

Nov. 12th. — Slept well; eyelids agglutinated together ; mueons 
membrane of the lids congested ; obstruction of the nose with 
thick mucus; frequent coryza; slight, hacking, rough cough; 
constant dull pain in the right side of the nmbilical region; soft 
mushy stool ; dull aching in the loins ; apthte-like sore on the mucous 
membrane of the under lip; took seventy grains at 10. a. m., 12. m,, 
there is a constant, dull, aching pain in the stomach, that produces a 
gone or faintish feeling ; dull, frontal, headache 5. p. m., there haa 
been constant pain in the cardiac portion of the stomach, that 
produces a very weak, faintish feeling; soft mushy stool; feeling 
very sad and gloomy ; took eighty grains ; constant pain in the 
stomach and umbilical region all the evening; dull heavy back-ache; 
urinated thirty-six oz., acid. 

Nov. 13th. — Awoke a number of times with severe cutting 
pains in the stomach and umbilical region; nose stuffed up; 
apthae is better; soft papescent stool; 10. a. m,, took 100 grains; 
12. M., constant dull pain in the umbilical region by spells quite sharp 
pains in the region of the spleen ; feeling very gloomy ; all the 
afternoon, dull pains in the stomach and bowels, with sharp pains in 
the region of the spleen, accompanied with a hot sensation; 4jp,m., 
took seventy drops of the tincture; constant dull, burning pains all 
the evening, cramps in the umbilical region, with smarting of the 
eyes ; urinated forty-one oz., slightly acid. 

Nov. 14th, —The dull, heavy aching pains in the umbilioa] region 
prevented me from sleeping, most of the night; dull heavy head- 
ache ; eye-lids agglutinated together ; mucous niembrane congested; 
nose stuffed up ; soft mnshy stool ; 9. a. m., took fifty drops of 
Tildens fluid extract; 12. m., there has been constant, dull, burning 
pmn in the nmbilical region, accompanied with a faintish goneness 
in the epigastric region ; dull frontal headache ; burning in the eyes ; 
took seventy-five drops ; same symptoms were present all day ; 
urinated sixty-one oz,, slightly acid, 

Nov. 15th.— Was vei-y chilly all night, notwithatanding I bad 
an abundance of. clothes over me; great deal of pain in tho 
nmbilical and coscum region al! night; pain all day in the whole 
of the bowels ; soft, .mushy stool ; urinated fifty oz. 

Nov, 16th, — Feeling quite well. 
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IRIS TEESICOLOR. 

{Mue Flag.) 

DESCRiprroN.— This indigenous species of Iris has a perennial, 
homonta!, fibrous root, and a stem two or three feet Ligh, round 
on one side, acute on the other, and frequently branching. The 
leaves are sheathing at the base, sword-shaped, and striated. The 
flowers are from two to six in number, and are usually bine, or pur- 
ple, though varying much in color. The capsule lias three valves, 
is divided into three oelle, and when mature, is oblong, three-sided, 
with obtuse angles, and contains numerous flat seeds. The Blue 
IFlag is found in all parts of the United States and Canada, flourish- 
ing in low wet places, and flowers in June. The root is the medic- 
inal portion and yields ita virtues to water, but more especially to 
alcohol. 

Medical Histokt. — ^It is probable that its employment as a 
remedial agent, was first suggested to the profession by the Indians, 
who, it is said, value it as one of their most powerfttl medicines. 
■Indeed, so important a place does it hold in their estimation, that a 
traveler among the tribes in Georgia and Florida, mentions having 
seen an artificial pond in almost every village, covered with a lux- 
uriant arowtU of the Iris, and which waa constructed especially for 
its cultivation. In times of prevailing sickness, they would partate 
freely of a decoction of the root, which, together with prayer and 
festing, they considered an efiicient guard against an attack of the 
epidemic. In allopathic practice it has heeo considered useful in 
dropsical affections, on account of its power aa a diuretic, but it is 
more especially mentioned in the books as a cathartic and emetic, 
and ia highly spoken of by some physicians for the promptness and 
certainty of its action in the direction its classification indicates; 
Dr. Bigelow states that he has found it efficacious aa a purgative, 
thoTigh inconvenient from the distressing nausea and prostration 
which it is apt to occasion. 

DE. WM. II. BUBt'S proving WITH IRIS. 

May 15tb, — ^Took three grains of the green root at 3 p. m.; the 
acrid property wis strongly marked ; back part of the mouth and 
fauces felt on fire all. the afternoon, with profuse floW of saliva; 
8, p. M., took three more grains; sl«pt well, but had a discharge of 
semen with amoroas dreams, somethmg I am not accustomed to. 

May 16th. — Mouth and tongue feel as though they had been 
scalded, natural etools ; anus feels aore, or as if sharp points were 
stjeldng in the parts; 8 A. m.; took ten graina; so acrid it was 
with difficulty that I could get my breath ; constant discharge 
of ropy saliva dropped from my mouth during conversation ; con- 
stant distress in the anus, feeling as if it waa prolapsed. _1p. m.; 
took twenty grains of the dried root ; no acridness to it, great 
diatre^ in the stomach half an hour after taking it ; lasted two 
houi'S ; no other symptoms. 

May iTth, — Took thirty drops of a poor tincture ; no symptoms, 
except that the next morning I awoke teeling very irritable. 
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May 18th. — ^Took forty grains of the green root ; fifteen minutes 
after, profuse fiow of saliva and tears ; month and stomach feel on 
fire; almost impossible to breathe, it is so acrid ; one half hour of 
great pain and distress in the stomach; it is awful to bear; con- 
tinued all the afternoon and evening ; it is not a sharp pain, but an 
awful, bamjng distress ; appears to be deep in the region of the 
pancreas, cold water does not touch it ; profuse flow of saliva all 
day ; constant eructations of tasteless gas ; sleep; very restless all 
night, with bad dreams. 

May 19th. — Awoke at 4 A.. M., with great rumbling and 
distress in the umbilical and hypogastrio regions, and with great 
desire for stool, followed immediately by a copious, thin, -watery 
stool, which could not be retained a moment without much pain ; 
mouth feels as if it had been scalded ,'ongue thick and rough. 
8 A. M., another thin, watery stool, with great rumbling in the 
towels; no appetite; loss of taste. II a. m., took forty grains; 
aoridness not felt so much. I p. m., in great distress in the epl- 
gastnc region ; the distress is horrible to endure ; profuse flow 
of saliva, 2.30 p. H., the distress in the epigastric region is still 
increasing ; very restless ; cannot be still one moment ; think I 
cannot live ; very much frightened ; copious discharge of thin 
water from the bowels, but no abatement of the awful agony in the 
epigastric region ; inhaled chloroform, -which gave a httle relief. 
3.15, p. M., another large stool of water, tinged -with bile; the 
■water ran from the bowels in a continuous stream; nearly two 
quarts of water passed ; there -was great rumbling in the bowels, 
but no pain ; this gave great rehef ; felt quite well at bed-time ; 
sleep, very restless ; amorous dreams, with discharges of semen. 

May 20th. — Vei-y irritable through the day ; otherwise quite 
well. I had constant eructations of tasteless gas during the whole 
period. 

June 9th — Took fifty grains of the green root, chewed it, 
and swallowed the juice, at 11.30 a. m.; immediately a great 
burning distress in the epigastric region, but not much in the 
mouth ; profuse flow of saliva ; the burning in the stomach is 
awful; cold witer does not seem to reach it. 2.30 p. il, lai-gc, 
yellow, papesctnt stool ; with great rumbling, but no pain; five 
minutes more, anothei large watery stool ; the burning in the pan- 
creas is fearful to enduie ; constant rumbling in the bowels, but no 
sharp paina. 2.45, p. m., another watery stool with colicky paina 
in the epigastric region ; flow of saliva abating, 5.30, p. m., there 
has been severe colic in the epigastric and umbilical region for the 
last two hours; eveiy few moments copious watery stool, with 
great rumbling in the bowels. 6 p. m., great pain and distress in 
the bowels, followed by a large watery stool ; still the pain con- 
tinues; begin to feel very faint and exhausted; knees weak and 
tremble. 6.30, p. m., another watery stool ; anus feels on fire. 7, 
p. M., another watery stool, with disposition to strain and bear down ; 
great burning in the anus j food rises very sour. 9, p. m., another 
-watery stool with straioing ; anus feels on fire ; becoming very 
much exhausted I was compelled to retire. At 4 a. h., great rumb- 
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ling in the bowels, with desire for stool ; had a profuso one of a 
watery nature ; followed by great strainiag, with the passage of a 
little mncus. 5 a. m., another watery stool, followed by great 
straining, with the passage of blood and mucus. 5.30 a. m., 
another stool of mucus, streaked with blood, with j^reat Uusbiuiis. 
T A. m., stool of water and muens with great straining ; mouth 
tastes flat ; tongue feels thick, 9 a.m., another copious stod of water 
and undigested food, with great etraining ; hove become very much 
exhausted ; &yes much sunken in ; teeth feel too 10i3g, and are very 
aoT6 ; cltdl, heavy headache; very hoarse; urine very scanty—deep 
reddish color ; stomach veiy sour; bowels veiy tender ,on pres- 
sure ; loss of app^tjtg, loaQ i^ i[_^ anflthe* stool of =.^-<. o=a. 
■1VO.MV, -wiwi greai MneBmus, and rumbling in the bowels ; dull 
heavy headache in the forehead ; calves of the legs pain very much 
when walking, especially the right ; thick flat taste in the mouth. 
12,45, p. M., snaaU. stool of mucus, with great tenesmus; constant 
rumbling in the bowels ; almost impossible to walk, my limbs are 
80 weak and painful ; for the last six hours the mucous membrane 
of the anus has been prolapsed with great smarting pains. 3 jp. m., 
another small stool of mnons, with severe tenesmus ; urine very 
scanty, and burning when voided ; constant eructations of sour gas ; 
flying pains all through the bowels, 

June lOtb, — Dull, heavy headache in the frontal region ; flat, 
thick taste in the mouth ; quite hoarse; urine very scanty, red and 
burning the whole length of the urethra for half an- hour after 
voiding it; inflammation of the glans penis; it is very mnch 
1 swollen and red; sevei-e back-ache; teeth all feel soife" and 
""elongated. 

June 11th. — Feel quite well; Uttlo hoarse; inflammation in 
glans penis about gone. 

June 13th.— At 4 p. m,, natural stools, urine about natural, 

Jijne 15th. — Very hard inmpy etool; anus feels prolapsed; 
pained all day. 

June 16th. — Very gevereback-ache,but otherwise well; for two 
weeks occasionally, severe, shooting pains would pass through 
my temples eevei-al times a day, I was sui-prised that no 
constipauon followed such a long course of diarrhtsa. 

DB. BtmT'9 PIIOVING WITH IRISIN, 

May 26th. — At 11 a. m., took four grains of the first decimal 
trituration. 12 m,, dull, heavy headache in the forehead ; by spells 
sharp pMns In the temples ; tight constrictive feeling of the scalp ; 
3,15, p. M., food rises very sour; 4.30 p. m., took eight grains; 
10 p, M., sofl; papescent stool without pain, bat rumbling in the 
bowels; dnll headache in the fi.-ontal region ; very restless night ; 
dreams of fighting, etc. 

May 27th, — Great deal of rumbling in the nmbilical and hypo- 
gastric regions, with desire for stool ; had a sofli, papescent stool, 
without pain ; flat taste in the mouth ; teeth feel elongated and sore ; 
back, upper, and lower molars — dull, heavy, aching pain in them 
for three hours; pain in the forehead and left temple; pain in the 
34 
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temple very sLarp hj spells ; passed water but twice during the 
day — :very red color; restless night; discharge of semen, with 
amorous dreams. 

May 28th. — At 9 a. m., took ten grains ; frequent eructations 
of tasteless gan ; rnmhling all the afternoon in the umbilical region; 
pain in the right kidney — lasted three hours ; teeth still feel elon- 
gated and sore ; great desii-e to sleep in the day time ; fell asleep 
while reading ; dreamed of dissecting a woman hanging up by the 
heels in my office ; awoke very much frightened ; made several 
attempts to get up to shut the door, but could not; it was a regu- 
lar night mare. 4,30, p. St., took fbui'teen grains ; soft papescent 
stool at 9 p. M. ; hands hot and dry all day ; dreamed of snakes, and 
every thing bad; discharge of semen; restless night; teeth still 
sore. 

May 29th. — Took twenty grains at 9 a. m.; hands hot and dry 
all day; cannot fix my mind on my studies; constant eructations 
of tasteless gas ; great diminntion of the secretion of urine ; made 
a very little water morning and night, followed by great burning 
in the urethra for half an hour after voiding it ; dull heavy head- 
ache in the forehead and temples ; by spells the pains in the temples 
are very sharp and shooting ; doll heavy pain in the lumbar region 
all day; soft papescent stool at 2 p. m. At 5 p. ii, took thirty 
grains; restless night; horrid dreams; great rambling in the 
bowels all the time ; discharge of semen, with amorous dreams. 

May 30th. — Mouth tastes flat ; tongue coated white ; dull 
heavy headache in the forehead and temples ; at times the pain in 
the temples is very sharp; constant pain in the lumbar region, 
aggravated by motion ; urine very scanty and high colored ; very 
soft, yellow stool, with great rambling in the bowels but no pain. 

May 31at. — Took forty grains at 8 A. m,; doll, heavy headache 
al! day ; great pain in the lumbar and sacral regions ', almost impos- 
sible to walk. 12 M., took eighteen grains; soft, mushy stool at 
evening, with great rumbling, but no pain ; restless night ; bad 
di'eams. 

June 1st.— Dull, heavy headache ; back pains me very severely ; 
very much worse by walking, 8 a. m., soit, papescent atool with 
great rumbling in the bowels ; constant ernctation of gas. 

June 2d. — Took five grains of the pure Irisin ; good deal of 
pain in the forehead and temples. 5 p. m,, severe colic in the ombil- 
ical region; paina come on every few minutes; lasted two hours ; 
great rumbling in the bowels ; soft, papescent stool in the evening ; 
restless night ; drearapt of digging up dead people, and finally fell 
iato the grave which awoke me, feeling very much frightened. 

June 3d. — Top of the head baa twenty-six pustules on it, some 
of them as large as a three-cent piece ; the pustule ia situated upon 
an inflamed base of a rose color ; with red streaks running 
from one to the other j they contain yellow matter ; very tender to 
the touch ; gradually disappeared in four days. Took ten grains at 
4 p. M. ; dull heavy pain in the forehead and temples ; great rum- 
bling in the bowels; very restless night; dreampi of the dead, as 
usual ; discharge of semen. 
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Jnne 4tii. — Flat taste in the mouth ; teeth sore ; natural stool ; 
took twenty grains at 9 a. m.; dull heavy pain in the forehead and 
temples ; the pain in the temples 13 very sharp at times ; very rest- 
less night ; awful dreams of the dead ; discharge of semen. 

June 5tli. — Flat taste in the mouth ; headache is very trouble- 
some to-day ; dull, heavy pEun in the lumbar region all day. 5 p. ir. 
soft, papescent stool with pain in the umbilical region ; restless 
night with bad dreams; discharge of semen. 

June 6th. — Dnll, heavy headache; back pains me very mubh; 
had the soft, painless stools, with great rumbling in tlie bowels; 
great increase of urine ; urinated eleven times profusely. 

June 7th. — Natural stool ; backache all gone, but voided urine 
in large quantities. 

, June 8th. — ^Feel well, but pass urine in large quantities ; stool 
natural, 

I would advise Allopaths touse Irisin for constipation, if they must 
use cathartics to cure it. In the last number of Braithwaite'a Retro- 
spect is a short notice of Irisin. It stales that "the effects of Irisin 
are very similar to those occasioned by a combination of blue pill, 
rhubarb, and aloes. It seldom fails to produce a mild catharsis 
with bilious evacuations, and' appears to possess the advantages (1) 
of not requiring the addition of mnrcurial, (2) not irritating the 
rectum as aloes is apt to do, (the green root does irritate the 
rectum very much) ; and (3) it baa no Mtringeney and therefore 
does not produce subsequent constipation, like rhubarb when given 
alone. .{This last statement is correct,, constipation Ao&s not follow 
the use of Iris.) In a sluggish state of the bowels, arising from 
torpidity of the liver, or when the stools are pale, particularly as 
we find them in the intervals of overt attacks in gouty persons, ,we 
have found the Irisin one of the best aperients, much gentler than 
Podophyllin, and more reliable when a slight choli^ogue action is 
required, to be maintained for a lengthened penod." {Lancet, 
Aug. 30, 1862, p. 239.) 

PEOVINGS BY J. G. EOWLAND, M, D. 

The following provings, with one or two exceptions, were made 
from the tincture prepared in the customary manner. The attenua- 
tions used were made on the decimal plan. No. 1 used tho third 
and fii-st dilutions, and the mother tincture ; No. 2 and No. 3, same ; 
and No. 4, the first trituration. 

No. 1. — About fifteen minutes after taking the third dilution, 
an uneasy feeling was experienced in the scorbieulis cordis, together 
with rumbling in the lower part of the abdomen ; these symptoms 
increased until the lower part of the sternum seemed protruding ; 
nausea and eructations of wind ; dull pain in the right parietal 
protuberance, which increases steadily nntil it becomes a hararaer- 
ing pain, and so much aggravated by motion, that for the moment 
it appears unbearable, but by continuing movement it gradually 
abates, returning again when at r^t ; rheumatic pain in the right 
shoulder, worse on motion, especially by raising the arm; a dispo- 
sition to feel displeased with everjtluug and everybody, which 
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^vea place to a feeling of liveliness aiid activity, imnaediately after 
taking the first dilution ; sneezing ; naasea and aliglit vomiting of 
watery and extremely sour fluid ; about two hours after, stitch in 
inferior part of occiput, more on the right than the left side ; severe 
rheumatic pmn in the whole right arm and right knee joint, woi-se 
on motion, and continuing when at rest; acute and extremely 
severe boring pain in right parietal protuberance, canaing him to 
bend down his head ; pain in the left side, as though the ribs were 
were pressing hard upon the lower portion of the lung; unable to 
take a long breath, for the pain in the left lung, which was of a 
sticking and cutting character ; a short dry cough, exdted by tick- 
ling in. tbe larynx; slight toothache in a warm room; headache, 
mnch aggravated by conshing ; rumbling imd uneasiness in the 
stomach, accompanied by diarrhoea, with little p^u ; stools lumpy, 
brown, and vay offensive ; sweat over tbe whole body, particnlarly 
in the groin ; dry cracked lips ; a sharp cutting pain in the urethra, 
when commencing to urinate ; after taking medicine five days, 
several small vesides appeai-ed on the right wrist, which gradnsuly 
formed into pustules, having a depression in the centre ; these dried 
up in the night, leaving crusts, which remained nine days before dis- 
appearing. (The prover thinks it proper to state he had been 
attending a severe case of small pox.) Half an hour after taking 
nearly half an ounce of the mother tincture, a feeling of rawness 
in the throat; general languor ; ill-humor; inability to fix the mind 
on any subject; when writing, mind will wander to other things; 
diarrhcea, with colic; nausea, and vomiting of a thin watery flaid, 
of an exceedingly sour taste ; constant nausea for more than an 
hour, and vomiting several times ; diarrhcea, with rumbling and 
cutting in the lower part of the abdomen ; heat over the whole 
bo^y, then chilliness, with cold hands and feet; head feels very 
heavy, the eyes dull, with pain directly over the left superciliary 
ridge ; severe buraing pain in the internal canthus of the right 
eye ; the eye filling with tears ; sensation of fulness of ih& head ; 
bead feels hot, and ^e flushed ; whenever attempting to laugh a 
sensation as though .a band were drawn tightly aroimd the forehead ; 
the day after ti^ng mother tincture, feeling of sleepiness, with 
great chiUiness,- only at all comfortable when near a hot fire, and 
even then, cold, chilly sensations are felt down the back ; violent 
tearing pain in the right hip-joint, knee and shoulders, very severe, 
indeed ; the most severe only lasting about three minutes ; vomits 
ing of the aonr matter before mentioned ; and great ohiUine^ over 
Uie whole body the whole night, although abundantly covered; 
weakness ; despondency ; thinks he is going to be veiy sick, then 
a disposition to laugh at his fears, which, however, soon return ; 
dreams of sufi'ooation and fire; cutting and atioking in the ure- 
thra when making water, with coldness and itching over the geni- 
tals, the itching being worse on scratching ; six dysenteric stools 
during the night, with pain and rumbling in the lower part of the 
abdomen ; also great lassitude ; after these symptoms have abated, 
there remains a soro-tbi'oat and slight headache. 

No. 2. Feeling of weakness and weariness in the lower part 
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of the back ; pain of a dull, aching character, in liglit hypoclion- 
diia when walking ; pains ia the lisht, then in the left knee when 
walliing; feeling of weariness in the back for several days; sharp 
pain near outer side of left arm, when moving it ; swelling of guma 
on the inner surface of left side of lower jaw, nnder the molar 
teeth ; pain in left hip joint, when walking ; redness of the con- 
junctiva, as if from cold; for a day or two much fetid flatulence; 
pain in abdomen, which is relieved by discharge of flatus; sharp 
pain in first joint of great toe of right foot, when walking, renewed 
freqnently during the day; pain in last joint of middle finger of 
left hand ; a nurabei' of shooting, shifting, and momentai7 pains in 
the phalangeal and metacarpo-phalaogeal aiticulations, ail of these 
pmua coming on more daring the evening, and being worse on 
motion ; boils on back, face and hands ; pain along posterior part 
of criati ilinm of the right aide ; urine more copious ; the pain in 
first joint of great toe occurs, during walking, for a number of 
days; pain in left thigh; pulse accelerated; after increasing doses 
more fi-eqaently renewed, empty eructations, and pain in the stom- 
ach; unusual restlessness during the night; Sleep disturbed by 
startings ; aching p^n in the stomach before breakf^t; pains ten- 
sive and sticking in right shoulder during motion, particularly on 
raising the <wm. (This symptom set in soon after commencing the 
iroving, continued six weeks after discontinuing the medicine.) 
'ains in the metacarpal joints of both hands, muscles of right arm, 
and pectoralis-major, mostly during motion, and in the evening; 
woke two hours- earlier than usual, with no disposition to renew 
sleep ; pain in the bowels, going off by discharge of flatus ; feeling 
of a greasy coating over mouth and tongue, early in the morning ; 
aching pain in the stomach after dnnking cold water; p^na 
through the day in niost all the limbs; urJne increased in quantity, 
tensive, momentary, and constantly recurring pains in all tha 
joints, but mostly the smaller; which shift rapidly ahowt, mostly 
in the evening, that is, from supper to bed-time ; piun in abdomen 
above the crest of the ilium, both sides; af^rsr breakfast a diarchteaic 
stool, with subsequent pain in the epigastrium ; in writing, pains in 
phalanges of right hand, and in the end of index finger of same 
hand. (Observed several weeks after proving.) Pain. in left thigh; 
shooting, sticking pain in the right foot;' continuous sharp pain 
along the left side of first phalanx of middle fingers of right hand ; 
sharp pains in the middle fingers of left hand succeeded instantly 
by a similar pain in the axillfe of same side, (Occurring fi-equently 
during about five minute.) Sudden diarrhceaic stool after supper ; 
sharp, cutting pain, fi-equent in the metacarpo-phalangeal articula- 
tion of thumb of right band ; vexed, irritable mood, disposed to 
find fault. (Proving No. 2 was made by the same individual, at 
three different periods.) 

No. 3,— Pulse somewhat accelerated; headache for two days; 
the third day he was seized with a peculiar headache; the pain 
shot, as he describes' it, like an eleoti ic shook, from the right tem- 
ple to the left part of ofciput, and i,ontmued about half an hour ; 
headache with gi'eat depicssion of spirits and general debility ; 
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erampy paiiiB in right lumbar region in tlie evening, coiitinning 
several hours, and causing a sweat to brealt out; wolce up unusually 
early, with dry mouth and general depression ; headache occurring 
irregularly during several days ; observed a pimple on middle finger 
of left hand; the next day the inflammation was extended over 
the hand ; the day after it became more violent, and occasioned 
great pain, and was afterwards opened to obtain relief; no pus was 
found, but it was eubseqaently fonned, and dischai'ged through the 
opening, which penetrated as far as the bone ; a fungous growth 
meanwhile had taken plaoe around the edges ; pain extended from 
this hand up the arm; there was much swelling and pains* in the 
part affected, which had much the appearance of a malignant boil ; 
there was a disposition to a similar formation on the index finger 
but the inflammation subsided after a time and finally disappeared ; 
during the proving the urine was y p and had a strong 

disagreeable odor; restlessness for h n ght n n; head- 

ache with pain in the bowels ; sickn f torn h a the vening, 
obliging him to lie down ; p^n in 1 ft d of h t 

So. 4. — Colicky pains daring th ng a 1 ngit obliging 

him to bend forward for relief, and att nd 1 th 1 s * appetite 
and great restlessness during the n „ht , this colic co ti ued the 
next day, but was immediately removed by a dose of Nux vomica ; 
no appetite the next day; restless at night, with troubled dreams ; 
several pimples on lower extremities and other parts of the body, 
like mosquito bites ; constipation several days ; languid and fever- 
ish in the afternoon ; no disposition to mental or physical exercise ; 
next day flushed face, fever, drowsiness and loss of appetite i weak- 
ness and languor, with rumbling in the bowels ; the morning after, 
a thin watery diarrhcea, continuing thi-ough the day ; debility and 
loss of appetite ; diarrhceaic stools the next day, sncceeded by pain 
in the umbilical region ; colic in the afternoon, ceasing at night, . 

Chabactebistic Pecdiiaritiks. — The symptoms appear mostly 
in the evening and at night. (In myself the symptoms appeared 
mostly in the day time.) Pain aggravated by motion ; right side 
most effected, 

EFFE^rra UPON ANIMALS. BSPEGIMBNTS OF DK. BUET. 

June 5th. — Gave a young female eat, weight three and one- 
fouith pounds, a decoction of Iris ver.; at 2 p. m., five minutes nau- 
sea and vomiting of frothy mucus; stares at it as if frightened; 
ten minutes after, constant nausea, nothing but mucus vomited. 
Quarter after 2, lies on the lounge and appears quite natural ; gave 
half an ounce of tincture (wasted a little) ; six minutes after, veiy 
restless-, crying fearfully ; nausea and vomiting. Twenty minntes 
alter 4, nausea and i-etching ; mewing ; eyes half closed ; respirar 
tion very rapid; restless. Half past 4, mewing and efforts to 
vomit ; lies still thirty-six minutes ; running across the floor with 
efforts to vomit ; mews ; sahva runs from mouth constantly. For- 
ty-three minutes afl;er, desperate efforts to vomit but cannot. Ten 
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iDinntes to 6, nausea an^ mewing ; saliva running profusely. 5, 
retelling; throws her bead up and mews fearfully; respiration 
seventy-two ; mouth wide open. Ten minutes after, nausea and 
Inoaning, Quarter-past 5, retching and sneering ; head hangs to 
the floor. Half-past 5, nausea and vomiting ; very restless ; mew- 
ing; respiration fifty-sis; does not notice anything; month wide 
open; saliva running profusely ;. mews and appears in great dis- 
tress, 6, the nausea continues, with great efforts to vomit ; saliva 
runs from, the mouth couatantly ; groaning and appears in great 
distress ; nose rests on the floor; mouih wide open. 7, still sick at 
the stomach; saliva runs in ^-eat quantities; respiration forty-six; 
gave half an ounce more ; died in five minutes without a struggle. 
PosT-MOKTEM one hour after death : pupils dilated ; the brain 
was not examined ; lunga very much congested; the upper lobes 
filled with dark venoos blood ; heart filled with black blood; stom- 
ach natural color, but very mueh distended with gas, with a 
quantity of meat undigested ; pyloric extremity covered with bile ; 
also the duodenum and jejunum was covered with bile and watery 
mucus ; liver is very much congested, of a black color, bleeds pro- 
fusely when cut into ; gall bladder half full of bile ; the pancreas 
is very pale; all other organs natural- 
June 23d. — Gave a female kitten, four months old, at 2 p, m, 
forty grains of Irisin ;' wasted a good deal. Half-past 3, profuse flow 
of saliva; month wide open; wants to lie down all the time; res- 
piration very rapid; mews constantly. 3 p. ic, mewa most fear- 
fully ; appears to be in great pain ; rolls from one side to the other ; 
month wide open ; great difficulty in breathing ; appeal's to be 
dying ; secretion of saliva is very limited. Quarter-past 3, still 
lying in the same position, mewing at every breath ; mouth filled 
with froth ; walked two feet, staggered very much ; dropped on its 
side; respiration forty-eight. Haif-paat 3, tries to walk but falls; 
mews at every breath. 4 p. ir., cannot stand ; lies on its side ; res- 
piration thirty-six; mouth open, filled with froth. Quarter-past 4, 
respiration forty-eight, 6 p. m., gasping for breath ; respiration 
twenty-four ;, if spoken to mews fearfully, but cannot get up; in ten 
minutes crawled two feet ; went into a spasm, lasted one miunte ; 
the spasms were in its fore legs and back ; respiration eighteen ; 
pupils dilated, 1 p. m., on its ade gasping for breath; respirations 
eighteen; cannot stand when lifted up ; ears and legs cold; mews 
fearfully by spells, as if suffering great pains ; kicks and scratches 
at a fearful rate. Half past 8, appears in gi-eat pain ; mews every 
breath. Half-past 9, went into spasms, the forelegs aad spine ; had 
a watery passage from the bowels and died. 

Atttopst ten hours afl^sr death. — ^Upper lobes of the lungs 
very much congested ; heai-t, aurioles and ventricles all filled with 
dark venous blood ; liver very much congested, especially the left 
lobe; gall bladder half filled with gall; stomach almost ready to 
burst with gas; part of the medicine in it; color natural ; little 
food in it ; pancreas red with hlood; more congested than any 
other organ; the whole of the intestines are filled with mucus, 
water, and gas ; no bile to be seen ; all the other organs natural. 
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G-ENKEA.L Symptoms, — Nervous; irritable, with prostration of 
the whole system; weakness, so that he can hardly stand ; nearly 
all the symptoms are aggravatd by motion. 

Clinical Eem a bks.— Nearly all the conditions for which Iris is 
applicable, are characterized by imnsual lassitude, prostration and 
lowness of spirits; it is most useful in persons of bilious tempera- 
ment, subject to gastric and bilious disorders. 

SKln. — Several vesicles on the right wrist, gradually fonning 
into pustules, which dried up in one night, leaving crusts which 
remained nine days ; malignant sore resembling a boil, on middle 
finger of left hand, forming a cavity reaching to the bone; pimples 
resembling mosquito bites, on body and extremities ; small boils on 
the back, face and haiida. — (Kowlcmd). Twenty-six pustules on 
the scalp, (vertex) some as large as a three-cent piece ; the pustules 
are situated upon a rose-colored, inflamed base, with red streaks 
running from one to the other; they were pdnful on pressure, and 
filled with yellow pus.— (^w!). 

Clinicai, RliiMABKS. — It has been highly recommended for 
scrofulous affeoirions, and skin-diseases; it would seem homceopathie 
to certain pustular eruptions. 

Case. — Reported by Dr. Bart, treated since he made the 

tffoviog. "A child aged eight months ; the veitex and sides of the 
lead covered with a thicE crast from the exudation of lymph ; 
under the scab it looks-red, and bleeds if the incrustation is dis- 
turbed. There ai'e also scabs at the back of both ears, which look 
red and bloody. Gave Iris versicoler, ten drops of the mother 
tincture in a tumbler full of water, one teaspoonfull three times a 
day; a cerate of the same remedy to be applied twice a, day; the 
head to be washed once a day with oastile soap. The one pre- 
scription cured it in two weeks. It is now nine weelcs, and there 
is no return of the eruption." 

Sleep. — Feeling of drowsiness; sleepiness with chills; unusual 
restlessness during the night; waking much earlier than usual; 
Btartings doring sleep ; restless every night ; dreams of suffocation 
. and fire. — {Rowland.) Very restless at night ; bad dreams during 
the whole proving; dreams of the dead every night; amorous 
dreams, with nocturnal emissions, {from Irisv), Dreams of snakes, 
of the dead; of dissecting a body; awoke very much frightened ; 
tried to get up and shut the door, but could not. (This attack 
resembled nightmare). Dreams of fighting; amorous dreams (from 
Irisin). — Burt. 

Mind. — Desponding; low spirits; easily vexed, and put out of 
humor; afraid he is going to be very sick, and afterwards laughs 
at his fears, which soon return, succeeded by blindness and activity. 
{Bowland.) — Very irritable; confusion of the mind ; dullness of the 
mental faculties ; cannot fix the mind oa his studies ; fear of 
death; waking with fright.— (.ffwri). 

CuNicAL Kemaees. — ^Thc above symptoms of mind and sleep 
are probably not due to any direct irritation of the brain, hut 
rather to the disturbing action which the Iris esereiaos upon the 
liver and gastric mucous membrane. The lowness of spirits is an 
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indication for its use in hepatic disorders, and perhaps in spennar 
torrhcca; itwould seem particularly applicable to the night cries 
and "terrors" of children, from intestinal irritation. 

Feyer, etc — Sweat, from -violent pain in the finger ; sweat over 
the whole body, but particularly in the groin ; heat over the whole 
body, followed by chill, with cold hands and feet; desire to be 
close to the fire, and even then, chills along the baok ; chills over 
the whole body at night, although abundantly covered ; feverish, 
during pains ia abdomen; pulse accelerated. — (Rowland). Dry, 
hot skin; hands hot and dry; pulse slightly aoeelei'ated (during 
the whole proving). — {Burt). 

Clikical Remaks. — It is nsed by eclectic physicians in bilious 
fevers, much as the allopath nsea calomel ; it is considered a sort of 
"vegetable mercury," causing copious bilious evacuations, saliva- 
tion, etc. Dr. Kitchen, (North Amer. Jour, of Horn. Nov. 1851), 
recommended the Iria v. very highly in typhoid fever. He reports 
several cases : 

Case 1,— "A boy, twelve yeai-s of age, had typhoid fever- I 
had given a number of remedies without effect ; he had fever ; 
muttering delirium; yellow, watery, fcetid diarrhcea; involantaiy 
passage of water and feces ; coated tongue, dry, brown, crusty ; 
edges red ; sordes on the gums and teeth ; foul breath, and all the 
marked symptoms of this disease. I gave the Iris, third dilution. 
It eertBinly produced a very marked change, showing its effect, 
first on the tongue and bowels, and thence extending its benefleial 
action to other parts. It was on the tenth day of the disease when 
I gave it, and in five days he was convalescent, although I had no 
idea he could possibly recover ; the tongue became moist ; diarrhcea 
eased off, fever subsided; ddirium ceased; and he soon became 
rational, slept well, and had a rapid convalescence." 

Case 2, — -"An old lady aged eighty-three, had fever ; stupor; 
black, stinking, involuntary diarrhoea; tongue dry and brown; 
ftetid breath. Cured (?) in 48 hours." 

Caae 3. — "A middle ^ed woman. Fever; intense headache; 
pain in small of the back; black dysenteric passages ; nausea and 
efforts to vomit ; cured in four days. (After she took a few doses 
she lost all power over her lower extremities ; had cramps of the 
legs, nausea, and some retching.)" 

Case 4. — "A young man, aged fourteen, with an attack of 
bilious pneumonia ; could not retain even a mouthful of water on 
his stomach ; continued easy through the subsequent course of the 
disease.'' 

The provings here given show Iris to bo homceopathic to all 
the above symptoms in each case. 

Head. — Dull, heavy headache in the forehead, acooompanied by 
weakness, naasea, and even vomiting (from Iris) ; heavy headache 
in the forehead and temples — at times sharp, shooting pains in 
the temples, (this pain occurred as often as every half hour 
during the whole proving) ; pain in the forehead and right temple; 
constrictive feeling in the scalp (from Irisin) ; dull pain in the 
right p^fjfetal protuberance; {Bu,rt), becoming a hammeiing pain, 
Z5 
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aggravated by motion, which if continued relieves it — but it soon 
retama when at rest ' (see Rhus) ; severe atitoh in ttie lower 
part of the oecipnt, more on the right side ; extremely severe 
boring pwn in the right parietal protuberance, causing him to bend 
the head down ; headache aggravated by conghing ; sensation of 
fullness in the head; head and face feel hot; when attempting to 
laugh, sensation of coustrictioa around the forehead ; head feels 
heavy; lancinating pain under outer extremity of right eyebrow; 
pain shooting from, the temple to left occiput, compared to an 
electric shock. — (Eowland.) 

Clinical Remarks.— The Iris-headache occupies generally the 
forehead and right side of the head ; aggravated by rest, and on 
&st moving the head, bwt relieved by continued motion : accom- 
panied by lowness of spirits, uauseaj and even vomiting. Dr. 
Kitchen, icho published the first clinical experience with this 
remedy, says of its use in " sick-headache ;"— " It is the most prompt 
and effectual remedy I have ever given in this truly annoying 
malady. The first dose will arrest the trouble, in some patients. 
I have experienced this eifeet in several cases, I have made 
comparative trials with it and other remedies, telling my patients 
to observe, and let m.e know which number woald relieve them the 
most speedily ; they have invariably, on the attack, sent for tlie 
number attached to Iris ; this I consider conclusive respecting this 
complaint, so that I need not comment on it further than to recom- 
mend it very highly, so tar as my experience goes. Let it be tested 
by others." 

The- Iris has been tested by many homceopathic physicians, 
in sick-headache, and the testimony is generally in its favor ; 
from our knowledge of the sphere of action of the medicine, it 
would seem most likely to be indicated in those " sick-headaches " 
of a gastric or hepatic origin ; in the purely " nervous siek-headache'' 
or that variety arising from eongeation, other remedies may prove 
more useful. This matter, however, can only be decided by careful 
observation. 

In Neuralgia of the head, eyes, etc.. Dr. Kitchen recommends 
the Iris: "Alady afaicted at intervals witb. this most dlstressina; 
complaint, and who had swallowed the whole allopathic and 
horaceopathic Mat. Med., with only partial benefit, has been more 
relieved by the Iris, than by any remedy I have yet administered 
to her. It is usually in the head, temples, eyes, etc., and attended 
with most distressing vomitings, of a sweetish mucus ; and 
occasionally, when with much straining, Tvith a trace of bile. It is the 
only medicine which has much control over the stomach, arresting 
the vomiting in the few trials I. have made with it, very soon, and 
allaying in some degree, the violent pain of the, head, so that I 
have been asked by her whether I had not given her morphine. I 
have been asked the same question. by patients in bowel afieetionsi 
they frequently going to sleep after its administration ; this is easily 
accounted for by the cessation of pain, which is almost invariably 
followed by sleep." 

Byes. — ^Rednesfl of the conjunctiva, as if from acoldj the eyea 
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feel dull, with pain over left superoiliaiy ridge ; severe burning 
pain in internal canthus, with effusion of tea.Ts.~-(Jiowland.) Eyes 
sunken, with blueness around the eyes. — (Burl.) 

CuHicAi Bbmakks. — Dr. Kitchen relates ttiat while giving the 
Iris to a child for summer complaint, the mother said to him : — 
"Doctor, yon have not only relieved the diarrhtea, but you, have 
cured my child of inflamed eyelids, which it has been troubled 
with for some time," He BtateS that he has tried it in several 
cases of that affection, and with enccess. The cases in which it 
seemed to be of benefit, were those of simple palpebral inflamma- 
tion, apparently arising from a cold — nothing that I could perceive 
of a scrofulous taint —they did not adhere in the morning, at least 
very slightly. 

Bars. — Singing and buzzing in the ears {in a lady — after two 
grains of Irisin second, given for bilious diarrhcea, which it, cured 
after Ohamomilla, Palsadlla and Ipecac had failed). — {Burt). 

HoDtit, Fauces, etc. — Greasy feeling over tongue and gums on 
rising in the moi-ning; feeling of rawness in the mouth; slight 
soreness of throat ; dry mouth; slight toothache in a warm room; 
dry, cracked lips; awelling and soreness of gums, inner part below 
molar teeth of left side. — {Rowland.) Back part of mouth and 
firncea feel on fire (constant symptom) ; tongue feels as though 
it had been scalded; flat taste in the mouth; constant discharge of 
saliva — it dropped from the month during conversation ; tongue 
coated white ; diminution of taste; teeth feel sore and elongated; 
ulcers on the mucous membrane of the cheeks [Iris] ; dull, heavy, 
aching pains in all the teeth ; teeth feel very sore and elongated ; 
severe pain in the back upper and lower molars, lasting three hours, 
[Irisin] .--(5Mr(.) 

' Clistecai. Remarks,— The Eclectics class this plant among the 
"sialagogues," Dr, Burt, who proved the fresh root in large doses, 
does not doubt that it would produce sloughing and deep ulcei'a- 
tion, if contmued for a long time. There is a rather curious and 
remarkable similarity between the action of the Iris and that of 
Mercury ; this is all the more singular when we consider that the 
former is a vegetable remedy ; not only does this Iris affect the 
mouth in » similar manner to Mercury, but this similarity of action 
extends throughout the whole glandular and mucous systems, and 
perhaps, all the tissues except the osseous. I have taken patients 
from off the hands of Eclectic physicians, who were so completely 
salivated by the Iris, that were it not for the absence of the pf euliar 
ftBior, I should have taken it for a raercnrial salivation. Even the 
sympathetic fever which the Iris causes, has considerable resem- 
blance to that of Mercury. Br. Coe (Cone. Org. Med.), thus 
speaks of the Trisin: — "Irian is justly esteemed as one 
of onr most valuable alteratives. It is eminently resolvent, and 
exercises a marked influence over the entire glandular system. 
It increaaea the saJivaiy flow, and has the reputation of pro- 
ducing ptyaiism. But a careful distinction must be made 
between the effects produced by vegetable agencies upon 
land salivary glands, and mercm'ial salivation; the 
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former are nothing more nor less than manifestations of a 
qnickened physinlogic'al activity — evidence of special therapeutic 
stinntloB, constituting oftentimes a critical conservative effort — 
No loosening of the teeth ; no sponginess of the gams ; no 
putrefactive odor ; no slonghmg . of the soft parts ; increased, 
but not disordei'ed secretion. On the other hand, Mercury induces 
a patholo^cal condition of the vital constituents of the blood and 
flnids, and favors the formation of vitiated prodnots; altering from 
good to bad, and from bad to woree ; giving rise to congestions, 
lesions, putrefactive coQversionSj and disorganizations of the organic 
structures. In the former case we have the evidence of a direct 
therapeutic Etimulus, operating upon the vital impressibility of the 
secretive apparatus, promoting increased activity of the functions 
for the purpose of eiimiEating legitimate products. In the latter 
instance we have an augmented flow of morbid material, resalting 
from the destructive conversions of the vital constituente by the' 
remedy itself, and which are not the legitimate products of organic 
metamorphoses. In the former case, the remedyitsolf is the motor- 
etimnlus, while in the latter instance the mercurial cbtruptiona 
constitute the stimuli of excitement." 

To the superficial stndent of medicine, the above reads very 
well, but to the physiologist it becomes simply absurd. Only one' 
conclusion can be drawn, namely, that Dr. Coe is ignorant or 
dishonest. Nothing but the gravest ignorance of the elementary 
facts of physiology and pathology, could lead to such special 
pleading. He mnst be aware that any departure from a noimal 
physiological state, constitutes a pathological condition. Given to 
a person In perfect health, the Iris causes abnormal activity of the 

flMidular and mucous systems : Mercnry does as much. The main 
ifference between the actions of the two medicines is in degree. 
The poisonous effects of Mercnry are more pervading and more 
malignant than the pathogenetic effects of the Iris, Both cause 
actual patholo^cal conditions, having their peculiarities and 
characteristic symptoms. When given in disease, if homceo- 
pathieaUy Indicated, and administered in proper doses, they both 
restore the tissues, for which they have an affinity, to a healthy 
condition. 

If Dr, Coe waa dishonest in his statements with the intention to 
prejudice the reader against Mercury his conduct degenerates into 
downright meanness. Mercury, when administered according to the 
law of simiiia, is a benificent, and valuable curative agent. When 
given in this manner, it never causes any pathogeneUo symptoms, 
^ves rise to no morbid products, and disorganizes no tissues or 
secretions. On the contrary it tends to prevent the very calamities 
which Dr. Coe so mxich dreads, and which ho could cause, to a certain 
degree, by the abuse and prolonged use of even the Iris. I would 
here make an obseiwalion relative to the action of Iris, namely : it 
is not owing to the acridity of the fi-esh root acting topically, that 
the pseudo-mercurial symptoms are due, but to a speftBo dynamic 
action of the-di-ug on^e constitution. It is true that the Iris does 
contain an acrid principle, but from the fact that the dried root. 
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and even the alkaloitJ, causes the above-named condition when 
taken into the stomach, is proof that thoae efl'ects belong to the 
whole drug. If this was not sufficent proof, wo could refer the 
physician to the fact that this peculiar action may be caused by the 
dilutions of the remedy, up to the third, and perhaps higher. 

Thebapbutic Deducjiions, — It is a strange cominent on the 
practice , of the opposite school, that they should recommend the Ii'ia 
highly in mercurial cachexy, eypkUis, eteX Ko drug is more 
thoroughly homceopathic to diseases of the mouth, similar to 
those caused by Mercni-y, and in the few cases in which I have used 
it, it has acted well. Even in mercurial salivation it has been 
found useful, hut it cannot be relied on with as much, confidence 
as the Chlorate of Potash. In Stomatitis, with or without ulcera- 
tion (canker), when there is panful iwrMiwi)' in the mouth and fauces, 
Iris is strongly indicated, In these eases I would advise the 
tiDcture of the green root, administered in the third or sixth 
attenuation, 

Oastrio Sjiuptoms. — Loss of appetite ; nausea and empty eruc- 
tations ; nausea, and vomiting of a watery and extremely sour 
fluid ; constant nausea and vomiting for an hour ; aching in the 
stomach before breakfast, and on drinking cold water; sickness of 
stomach obliged him to lie Ao'WTi.—i^Itmeland.) 

Eructations of tasteless gas ; rising of water, very sour ; great 
Jnsnting distress in the ^gastric region ; it oonld not be allayed by 
drinking cold water ; colicky pains every few minutes in the epi- 
gastric region; Intense burning in the region of the pancreas 
{this WM a constant symptom during the whole proving. — (Burt.) 
Severe and profuse vomiting; vomiting. with much pain in the 
stomach; distressing nausea and vomiting ; vomiting and purging ; 
vomiting with diarrhcea, accompanied with great prostration ; 
burning in the mouth, fauces, and cesophagus, 

Clusicai. Rbmaeks. — The Iris has probably an irritant action 
Tipon the gastric mucous membrane, as seen upon the mouth, fauces 
and cesophagus. By refering to Dr. Burt's neroic provings, this 
action will be seen portrayed in strong colors, I know of no one 
of the new remedies which promises to bo more useful in gastric, 
disorders, than the Iris versicolor. Even now we have some 
valuable clinical observations. 

Dr. Kitchen la his paper on Iris, says it is useful in vomiting : 
"Effectual in almost all kinds — simple sour, bilious, of food, 
with or without pain. In every case of vomiting or sick stomach 
in which I have yet given it, it has been succossfal, and, in severe 
cases, on the administration of a few tea-spooufuls. Such has been 
my experience. I have reeomended it in some cases in which the 
other usual remedies had failed, and in no case in which I have 
given it, have I been obliged to abandon it, and resort to other 
remedies. Such, I again say, has been my experience thus far, but 
I would not be understood aa saying that this will always be the 
case ill future. No doubt it, like all other remedies, has its appropri- 
ate sphere, which it will take time and opportunity to make out and 
define correctly. I merely state what I have discovered up to the 
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t, witli tlie limited opportunities I have liad of testing it in 
different forms of disease. I liave for some years attended a little 
girl, now about nine years of age, who has periodical vomiting 
spells, coming on once every month or six weeks^ sometimes not 
for three or four months, but certainly three or four times in the 
course of a year. I have tried in various attacks, all the different 
remedies usnally suooeeaful in such cases, bat not with much benefit; 
the attack would last two or three days, and would seem to wear 
itself out. A single tea-spoonful of the Iris arresta it at once. It 
comes on with vomiting of the ingesta, then sonr fluid, and at last, 
bile, yellow and green, with great heat of the head, some general 
fever, and great prostration ; the perspiration ia warm, caused by the 
efforts of stvainmg and vomiting," — {JV, A.Jbu.of Horn.) 

The Iiis is eminently homoeopathic to some varieties of gastritis 
(mucous), ceeophagitis, duodenitis, and many of those disorders of 
digestion which go under the general name oi dyspepsia. In many 
points it resembles PulaatiUa, especially the tendency to " acidity of 
the stomach," and " riwng of ingesta;'' also the sympathetic disturban- 
cea having agastric ori^n. The peculiar and severe symptoms elicited 
by Dr. Burt, and referred by him to the pancreas (see proving,) and 
which, in all probability, were really m the gland, point to its appli- 
cability to ir'flammaiion, and other disorders of that important 
organ. In that disease known as "Pancreatic salivation" it ought 
to prove specific. A thorough knowledge of the physiology of the 
pancreas will lead us to define pretty clearly the derangements likely 
to be cansed by the Iris. The pancreas is usually regarded as 
belonging to the group of salivary glands. "The pancreatic juice 
ia analagons to saliva. It acts upon starch even more energetically 
than saliva, transmuting it into sugar and lactic acid; and upon iats, by 
forming them into an emulsion so that they are readily absorbed. 
—■(Draper.) It is generally conceded that a normal pancreatic 
juice (as regards quality and quantity), is necessary for the diges- 
tion of fatty food. Many of the derangements of digestion, are 
undoubtedly due to deficiency, and unhealthy conditions of this 
juice. There can be no rational doubt of the action of Iris upon 
this gland. Even had we not i)r. Bart's suggestive provings, wo 
could jud^e of its effects upon that gland from analogy. A remedy 
which irritates and stimnlafes the saUvary, glands, must have a 
mmilar action on the pancreas — a similar tissue, possessing similar 
functions. — (Pals., Merc, Iodine, Podoph.) 

Prof Lee (AUopathist) says; — "It acts as a stimulant to the 
liver and pancreas." Our list of pancreatic remedies are five in 
namber, and the symptoms they po^ess, directly referring to that 
gland are qaite indejimte. The Iris promises to prove very 
valuable for the removal of morbid states, induced,. directly' or 
indirectly, by functional diseases of that organ. J>r. Surt sucoeded 
in killing several cats with the tincture of Iris veracolor. One of 
the moat noted morbid appearances noticed on examination was a 
highly congested condition of the pancreas. A portion of one 
pancreas was sent, through mc, to Dr. Ludlam of this city, who 
subjected it to a critical examination, which proved the presence 
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of intense eongestion of the minute vessels, and even a rupture, 
and extravasation of blood into the tissues of the ^land. 

Di". Kitchen saya be " cured a caae of gastrodyina characterized 
by violent pains in the epigastric region, coming on at intervals" 
with Ins. The Iris relieved him at once, and ne had no return. 
He has also relieved and cured, " vomiting of food an hour after 
meals,'' with Iris. 

liver, Hfpocliondrla, etc. — Pain in the right hypochondria — 
worse oa motion ; pain above the oriati ilii on' both sides, firat on 
the right; crampy pains in the right lumbar reigon, — (^oioland.) 
Cutting pains in the region of the liver. — {J^itchen.) 

Clinical Remarks. — Prof. Lee (allopathic) says, the Iris 
" stimulates the liver." 

A writer in the London Lancet, asserts the Irisin to be a power- 
ful and efficient cholagogue. 

Sing intimates that it acts upon the liver in a manner similar 
to the meeurial preparations; not as active as Podophyllin but more 
lasting. The opposite school believe it stimulates the liver, increas- 
ing the secretion and excretion of bile, by. virtne of its general 
stimulative action on the glandular system. Dr. Kitchen {homceo- 
pathic) says : — "May it not be administered beneficially in some 
affections of the liver ? It undoubtedly acts on this organ. I have 
had full evidence of that in several cases, producing a manifest 
secretion of healthy bile.'' 

Abdomen, stool, etc.— Uneasy feeling in the sorobioulis cordis; 
rumbling in lower part of abdomen ; lower part of sternum seems 
protruded ; cutting p^n in the lower part of the abdomen, relieved 
by discharge of flatus; colic, obliging him to bend forward for 
relief; fcetid flatulence ; diarrhcea with slight pain, accompanied 
by rumblii^ and uneasiness in the stomach ; stools lumpy, brown, 
and very offensive ; diarrhcea with colicky pains ;. diarrhcea with 
rumbling and cutting in the lower part of the abdomen ; sis 
dt/senterie stools at. night, with rumbling and pMn in abdomen, and 
great lassitude ; sudden liquid evacuation after supper; constipation 
for some time, succeeded by thin watery diarrhcea. — (Rowland), 
Colicky pains every few minutes in the epigastric and umbilical 
regions, with desire for stool (during the whole proving) ; four 
yellow, papeseent stools, with rumbling in the bowels; fourteen thin 
watery stools, followed by two stools consisting of water and mucus, 
with tenesmus ; watery stool; copious running from the bowels in 
a continuous stream ; stool tinged with green ; stool of undigested 
food ; stopl of blood and mucus, with great tenesmus, and a sensa- 
tion as if the anus was on lire; anus feels as if sharp points were 
sticking in it; mucus membrane of the rectum prolapsed; great 
smarting and burning of anas after every stool. — (Dr. Surt, from 
Jris.) Swelling of the stomach and abdomen. ~(-ff?fc/i«».) [The 
Irisin produced severe, intermittent colic in umbilical region, with 
soft mushy stool ; also soft, papeseent stools, with rumbling, but no 

Clinical Rkmarks. — -The Iris is esteemed by the opposite 
schools as a powerful cathartic, but one which, they assert, does not 
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e constipation after its cathartic action. Dr. Burt sustains tins 

rtioa by the results of his own proving of massive doses. Prof. 
Lee says: — "As a cathartic it is said to act on all parts of the 
canal, but oioro particularly on the upper portion. It has been 
rejected by some as unsafe and dangerous ; but it was probably 
administered in over doses.'' Iris undoubtedly causes Ibilious 
discharges from the bowels. Dr. Burt thinks he has seen evacu- 
ations of pum bile follow its use. The burning and smarting, 
however, at the anns and rectum, noticed in the proving, is rather 
the result of its acridity, than the effect of bilious fluids j the 
Bensations in the rectum are probably duo to the same cause as 
the burning in the mouth and fauces. Regarding its therapeutic 
action, we cannot do better than quote Dr. Kitchen's esperience ; 

CoKc.^" Some cases I have relieved. The colic of infants is 
beneflted by it. There is a peculiar condition of the abdominal 
region of the adult also, which may come under this head, and 
which may bo termed a grumbling bellyache. It is most prevalent 
at j the changes of the seasons. Spring and Autumn, and appears to~ 
be owing to a vitiated secretion of the liver, and mucous membrane 
of the bowels, and consists in an almost constant aneadness and 
grinding in the bowels; a kind of sub-colic; a mushy passage once 
or twice a day, in some cases, but in the generality of cases, a 
very ftetid discharge of wind, of a coppeiy smell, attended occa- 
sionally with an involuntary escape of fluid, soiling the shirt, and 
sometimes a passage of scybalous matter, together with fluid, 
mucoid fcEces of an offensive, putrid, and copperj^ odor. It was a 
case of this kind which first led me to a use ot this remedy. I had 
tried several medicines without the least relief) for nearly a week, 
and administered the Iris at random, never having given it in any 
disease. To my surprise the patient was shortly relieved, and had 
no return ; his bowels soon became healthy and regular, and he 
praised the good effects of the remedy very highly. The sphere of 
the Iris appears to be chiefly the stomach and abdominal contents." 

Diarr/icea. — "I have not yet been able to obtain with any 
degree of accuracy, the symptoms of those cases in which it proves 
to be the most appropriate, I think, however, that burniiig in the 
rectum and anus, after a passage, is one state which it arrests 
almost immediately. It also seems to be appropriate to cases in 
which there are pains, and green discharges, relieving the p^ns, 
very frequently in a short time^ and changing the green passages 
afber some doses have been given. There is one very curious 
feature which I have frequently observed, which is, that when the 
diarrhcea is not arrested after a few doses, it seems, after the 
administration of it, for twenty-four or forty-eight hours, to produce 
an E^gravation; there is an increase of pain and several free fffitid 
passages, and then the dian-hcea ceases. This generally has talieii 
place about two or three o'clock in the mornitig. Whether I havo 
given it in too low dilutions, generally from second to sixth, I 
cannot tell, but such a feature I have frequently observed, and 
have administered itwith perfect success in a few cases of periodical 
niffht diarrhcea, attended with pain, and two or three free 
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discharges towards morning. I have also cured all my cases of 
cholera infantum with it this summer, and some of them in a few 
days. I look upon it as a very valuable addition lo our remedial 
measares in this eomplaint. 

" In Cholera morbus, I have succeeded in every ease in which I 
have yet administered it, even the most violent, A single teaspoonftil, 
of a lew drops in a half tumbler of water, has in many very severe 
cases, put immediate stop to the vomiting, I consider it a speoifio 
in thia form of disease, and I would earnestly request physicians to 
try it in the first oases of Cholera Asiatica, which may fall under 
their notice, and give the result to the profession. In cholera 
morbus, it arrests the pain which is so violent in many cases at the 

Eit of the stomach, or around the navel, or, in some cases, still 
>wer down in the abdominal region, at or before every fit of 
vomiting or purging. In fact, it seems, as far as I have as yet been 
able to judge, the more appropriate the more violent the pain, and 
in some cases, acting, as the patients and bystanders express theai- 
seives, ' like a charm.' 

Dyamtery. — " Some mild cases I have cured with Iris, but it is 
not the remedy in this disease. The cases which seemed to be 
benefited were of the nature of dysenteric diarrhtea, attended with 
green discharges, or slimy mucus, without blood, or much straining. 
(Dr. Burt's proving elicited these very symptoms, however, and 
quite severely.) In one case it evidently acted favorably on the 
secretion of the liver, producing a free flow of healthy bile, and an 
immediate abatement of the unhealthy passages. In those cases 
In which there was bloody flux, I did not rely on it, not knowing 
sufficient of its curative powers." The pathogenesis of Iris points 
du-ectly to its sphere of usefulness in some varieties of dysentery, 
probably in bilious-dysentery; yet there can be no doubt of the 
power of Iris to cause aoute mucous enteritis., but the inflammation 
may be located higher in the intestinal canal, than in ordinary 
cases of dysentery. (Here it appears the opposite of aloes and 
podophyllum, which affect the lower portion of the canal, rectum, 
etc.") It will be seen by the proving, however, that it has many 
symptoms analogous to Podoph,— the prolapsus of rectal mucous 
membrane," " pricking in anus," etc. Dr. Kitchen's successful nse 
of Iris in abdominal typhus, proves its applicability in some quite 
severe forms of intestinal inflammation, and perhaps in organic lesions 
of that canal. (See Fmrt^. I would simply add, by way of testimony 
that many homceopathists, with myself, have found the Iris a 
valuable remedy iu nearly every disease of the bowels for which 
Dr. K. recommends it, I would also suggest its use in ficemor- 
rhoids, bilious colic, fisure of the anas, fistula in ano, etc. 

rrlnapr and flenifai Organs.— A sharp cutting pain in urethi-a 
when beginning to urinate; urine copious; strong, disagreeable 
smelt to ma urine ; cutting and Sticking in urethra when urinating ; 
coldness and itching of the genitals. — Rowland.) Dark red urine, 
with burding in the urethra for half an hour; increase in the 
qiiautity of urine; nocturnal emissions with amorous dreams 
(from Iris): profuse urination— eleven times a day^t'or three 
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days; nocturnal craissions, with amorous dreams for aevon eonsG- 
cutive nights ; glans ponis much swollen and red, (frooi Irisin). — 
[Burt.) 

Clihical EEtrAEKiS. — The Iris seems to have a special affinity 
for the genito-ui'iuary organs, causing not only irritation, with 
increased secretion, but symptoms of inflammation even. Eclectic 
physicians have elevated this plant to a high position, as a remedy 
for affeclJons of these organs, ^ing says it is a diuretic. He 
recommends it in dropst/, but adi-ises it to be given nntil its 
hydrogogue effects are obtained. Although such a coarse will often 
run off the dropsical effusion, yet it is unneoessary ajid injurious. 
As vnth the Apoc, caan., the Iris, if appropriate, will eliminate the 
serous fluid through the kidneys, without any action on the bowels. 
The dropsies in which Iris will be found curative, will probably 
be found to be hepatic in their origin, generally. 

Syphilis. — Not only King, Jones, and other eclectics, but 
Coe and Prof. Lee, positively attest tiiafc " In Si/philie, either 
primary or aecondaiy, it acts as a powerful and efficacious agent. 
In eradicating the syphilitic virus, and correcting the diathesis of 
the system, it is not onJy powerful, bub positive, and certain. In 
the secondary or tertiary forms of syphilis, after mercnry in all its 
forms of administration had proven abortive, this agent has 
restored patients to perfect health. A gentleman who had studied 
medicine, but abandoned the practice for the ministry, informed us 
that he had used, and heard of others preserihing it with entire 
success in a large number of syphilitic eases, after the disease had 
passed into the secondary or tertiary stages, and often after mercury 
had been liberally used for a long time. The dose in which he 
employed it was one or two fluid drachms of the tincture, sis or 
eight times daily." — {Jones and Saudder's Mat. Med.) If these 
recommendations of Iris, in that terrible malady, are reliable — and 
we have no reason to doubt the veracity of the above named 
authors — this remedy would be far preferable to its metallic 
analogue, Mercury. The general sphere of action of the Iris, as 
developed by our provings, would certainly point us to its use in 
Syphilis and Qonorrhtea, even if we had no previous intimation of 
its use in those diseases. Some homceopathio author remarks that 
in no proving of Silicia, Calcarea, etc., do we get those ulcers, 
abscesses, etc., for which those remedies are so specific. So it is 
■with Iris. It would be carrying the provinga of tliis medicine 
bej^ond proper bounds to produce the ulcers, and other eharacter- 
iatio symptoms of Syphilis, even if it were possible so to do. Dr. 
Headland's theoi-y oi' eliminatioe action may explain why Iris, and 
Bome other medicines cure Syphilis, namely: by eliminating the 
virus throngh the proper glands, thus ridding the system of the 
poison — not antidoting it in the si/stem. Neither my colleagues — 
so for as I can learn — nor myself, have had any experience in the 
use of Iris in syphilitic affections. 

In Gonorrhma it would appear by its pathogenesis to bo 
indicated. I used it iu one case, witli apparent good results. It was 
given at the flrat dilution, five drops four time a day. 
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In Seminal JSmUsions, when accompanied by amoroua dreams, 
it is very appropriate. When consulteil in a case of spennator- 
rli<Ba, the first question to be asked is, "Do you have amorous 
dreams, with emissions?" If the answer is in tbe affirmative, I 
consider the case one of irritation, and treat it witb Pbos., .Canth., 
Cann,, Pals, and Ii-is. If a negative answer is received, the case is . 
classed with those arising from want of tone, and lack of vitality 
and which call for such remedies as Kali brora^ Conium, Phos. 
acid, Agnus oastus and Caladiom, This method of ascertaining 
the pathology of this afiection, was first Isud down by the astute 
Lallemand, whose researches in this direction have been so valuable. 
No proving of this medicine npon the female organism has been 
made. Judging from its effects npon the male organs, we can safely 
consider it capable of deranging the female organs of generation. 
Eclectic physicians claim to fiiid it useful in the treatment of 
" leucorrh<ea, congestions of the cervix, ulceration, and other 
disorders of tbe uterine system," Coe thinks it "particularly 
indicated in uterine lencorrhffia, in which affection it seems to be 
of almost specific value." As this variety of leucorrhcea ia the 
result of a hyper-secretion of the glandular follicles of the cervix, it 
is quite probable the Iris may act caratively, as its primary efieot 
is to cause a similar condition in glandalar tissues. "A physician 
who had used this article extensively, and had had ample oppor- 
tunities of testing its virtaes, informs us that he had fosnd it more 
effectual in hemorrhages, particularly menorrhagia, than any other 
agent he had ever tried. — {Jones and Scudder Mat. Med) If 
tbe Iris should prove a true homceopathio remedy for syphilifio 
affections, it will be found useful in many diseases of the vagina, 
uterus, and ovaries, caused by that pervading poison. 

larjnx and Chest. — Short, dry cough ; excited by a tickling in 
the larynx ; pain in the left side, as though the libs were pressing 
against the lungs ; imable to take a long breath for the paiu in the 
left chest, which was of a cutting and sticking character ; pain in 
the left chest.— (^owiaW.) Hoarseness and ringing in the ears; 
soreness and rawness of the fances.— (-Biw(.) Taken in connection 
with the above symptoms, the experiments of Dr. Burt on animals, 
are quite suggestive. 

Back. — Constant pirn, aggia^ ited hy motitn, m the lumbar 
and sacral region, was a constant bjmptom when provmg Irisin. 
—(BuH.) 

Upper Extrcmittes — A shaip tensive piin in right shoulder; 
worse on motion, especially by iiisin^ the iim and continuing a 
long time ; this pain ooonrs most m tbe evening ; severe pains ; 
shooting, momentary, and shifting about rapidly, in the phalangeal 
and meta-carpal-phalangeal articulations ; and also in the sides and 
ends of the fingers, of both hands — these pains more in the evening ; 
sharp pain in the end of middle fingers of left hand, sncceeded 
instantly by a similar pain in axilla of left side ; pains in phalanges 
when writing. — (Rowland.) Hands hot and dry all the time. — 
(£urt.) Dr. Rowland advises tbe Iris in rheumatism of the shoulders, 
wrists, and haads. 
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lower Extremities. — Pain ia the right kneo joiut, worse on 
motion ; violent tearing pain ia right hip and knee joints ; shai-p 
pain similar to those in the hands, in right hip, right and left kneo 
joints, and in right foot, especially in the first joint of great toe — 
all worse on motion. — (Mowland.) Tremblicg and weakness of the 
knees ; calvea very painful, when walking, especially the right. — 
{^urt.) "Afler she took a few doses, she lost all power over her 
lower extremities, bnt regained it during convalescence. (This 
can hardly be conridered a pathogenetic symptom, as it occurred 
in a patient with typhoid fever.) Pain in lower extremitiM and 
cramps in calves of legs, with nausea and retchings''. — [See Dr. 
JSitchen'3 notice of 3is.) The Iris appeal's homteopathic to 
rhewmatalgia of the lower as well as upper extremities. Dr. Burt 
says it oansed paralysis of the hinder extremities, and spasm, of the 
fore-legs, in cats. Its action on the spinal cord may be more intense 
than we are now awai'e of. In many of its symptoms, especially 
the pains in the chest and extremities, the Iris strongly resembles 
Bryonia alba. I cloae my notice of this undoubted polychrest, 
with the hope that from the materials here given, the profession 
may reap some important benefit. 



LEPTANDEIA VIRGIIICi. 

{Mack rooi. — Culver's Physic.') 

This is the Veronica virginica of Linnasns. It is an indigenous, 
perennial plant, with a simple, straight, smooth, herbaceous stem, 
fi'om two to five feet in height. (For Botanical description see 
Eing's Dispensatory.) This plant grows throughout the United 
States, in limestone countries, in rich moist places, woods, thickets 
and barrens, and flowers in Jnly and August, The root, which is 
the officinal portion, is about the thickness of the finger, six or seven 
inches in length, of a blaokish color externally, and brown internally. 
The powder is dark brown, with a faint odor, and a bitter, nauseous 
taate. Its virtues are impsured by age. Alcohol and water extract 
its medicinal properties. The root should be gathei-ed in the fall 
of the second year. There has been no accurate analysis of this 
plant. King says it contains " an essential oil, bitter extractive, 
tannin, gam, a resin, and woody fibre." To the resin the name of 
Zeptandrin has been ^ven, bat there are other naedicinal princi- 
plesj as the Leptandrin does not contain all the therapeutio proper- 
ties of the root. 

It will be seen by the following proving and remai-ks, that there 
are three forms in which this plant may be used. Each prepara- 
tion will have different medicinal effects, i. e., one preparation will 
s C|ualities which the others do not ; 
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(1), — ^The tincture of the fresh root, which will cont^ all the 
medicinal virtues of the plant. 

(2). — The tinctare, or trlturtion, of the dried root which will 
contain only a portion of its virtues, as the narcotic and aerid prin- 
oiplos are probably volatile. 

(3). — The Leptan^in, which possesses about the same proper- 
ties as the dried root, with perhaps lesa of its irritating qualities. 

Gbnbeal Epfbcts. — M^ng thinks the fresh, root is too drastic 
and uncertain for medicinal use, as it produces vomiting, bloody 
stools, dizzmess, vertigo, and in pregnant females, abortion, unless 
uaed with much care. (He should give it in minute doses.) The 
dried root is decreed to be " laxative, tonic, cholagogue, and altera- 
tive. * * It exerts a powerful influence over the absorbent system, 
* * It is thought to possess narcotic properties. Leptandiia is 
by the same author said to be a " powerfnl cholagogue, with but 
slight laxative influence," Prof. HiU, when an Eclectic, thought it 
to be " aperient, alterative, and tonic." Dr. Coe regards it aa 
"alterative, deobstruent, cholagogue, laxative, and tonic." Ko 
remedy is held in higher estimation by the Eclectic school than 
this ; and they use it profusely, in all diseases, with the same disre- 
gard for special indications, that the Allopaths use mercnry. The 
following proving, and clinical experience, though meagre, may do 
something toward showing the real pathogenetic and curative 
power of this agent: 

Mucous Memliranes. — " No remedy with which we are acquain- 
ted, is more to be relied upon in chronic affections of the mucoas 
surfeces." — {Coe) The fresh root, especially, seems to have a 
peeuliai- irritating effect upon mucous surfaces. This may proceed 
to infiammatiou. It may cause pseudo-membranous inflammation 
in the intestines, as occurs in acute enteritis. Coe says Leptan- 
dria is curative in this condition when it occurs in chronic diarrhcea 
and dysentery. It causes an increased secretion and discharge of 
mucus froffi tbe intestinal surfaces (the mucous follicles), and in 
higher grades of its toxical action, the secretion is so much 
increased that the dischai'ges are profuse and watery. It may 
even cause ulceration, sloughing, and gangrene. (See Intestines, 
Stools, etc.) 

Serous Membranes. — It seems to have some action on these mem- 
branes, but probably only indirectly. 

Serves of Motion and Sensation- — Its action upon the nervous 
system is probably not direct or notable. 

Glandular iJystem. — "The glandular system, including the skin, 
partakes of its healthful impress." — (Coe.) Gatchell says it causes 
pain in the sub-maxillary glands. In Dr. Bart's proving it seemed 
to cause pain in the inguinal glands. Its action upon the liver 
seems to be well attested. It arouses its secretory and excretory 
functions. It probably initates the whole intestinal glandular 
appai'atus, when given In large doses. In small doses, used bomce- 
opathically, it restores these glands to a healthy action. 

General Sjmptoms — Languid, tired feeling ; feel 'oery iceak and 
faint/ very weak and languid, can liardiy walk,; faintness from the 
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severe nausea at night ; general relaxation of the system ; great 
prostration ; great lassitude, with disinolination to talk ; talking is 
very laborious; physical and mental depression, with vertigo and 
drowsiness. 

Clinical REKAEKa. — Notwithstanding the assertion of Eclec- 
tic physicians, Leptaiidria in large doses, depresses the general 
strength of the system. It is only when it is used in proper medic- 
iDal (i. e. hom<Eopathic) doses, that this medicine acts aa a tonie. 
It is a tonic in the same manner as Arsenic, Nitric acid or Mercury, 
by removing abnonnal conditions. Dr. Gatchell says " a char- 
acteristic indication for its exhibition is excessive Ability." Er. 
Coe declares that " one great adviuitage possessed by the Leptan- 
dria ia its tonic power. It never debilitates, but, on the contrary, 
invigorates while it deterges," Yet he admits that its operation is 
frequenty attended with considerable prostration. I have wit- 
nessed cases in whioh a decoction of the fresh root had been admin- 
istered, where the prostration was excessive, and resembled that 
cansed by mercury. 

Fever. — Pulse diminished in frequency ; feet and legs from knees 
down feel cold and numb ; pulse full, but reduced from aisty to 
forty ; great lassitude ; languor of tho whole system ; disinclina- 
tion to talk, which is very laborious ; chilly seasation at the shoul- 
ders and down the back; tendenCT to shiver; sore and lame 
feeling in the small of the back. — (Oatcheli.') Skin hot and dry; 
pain in the bowels with chilliness along the spine. — {Hurt) Unl- 
vei-eal chilliness. 

Clinical Remarks.— Coe remarks that when the Leptandria is 
given in disease, and the patient ia fairly brought under its con- 
stitutional influence, " the skin, which was before hot, dry, and 
constricted, becomes soft, moist, and flexible; expectoration 
becomes easy, the arterial excitement is lessened, and the patient, 
before restless, wakeful, and delii'ious, becomes calm, rational, and 
inclined to sleep." He considers it a valuable remedy in typhoid 
fevers, and in this opinion King, Jones, Morrow, and others concur. 
Some homteopatbio practitioners, as Hill, Gatchell, and many of 
my correspondents, place the same high estimate upon its curative 
powers in typhoid states, when there is present, great prostration, 
stupor, heai and dryness of the skin, color mordax, or coldness of 
the extremities; dark, foetid, tarry or inat&rp stools, mixed with 
bloodp mticus, and an icterode condition. 

In Jktermittent Fe«er it is a favorite and much-used medicine 
by nearly all Western physicians, of both schools, who combine it 
with Quinine. They assert that it renders the action of Quinine 
more certain, and prevents the liability to a return of the disease, 
at least for the season; and is useful in periodic diseases generally, 
of an obstinate character, in which Quinine alone produces little or 
no result. In my experience, which was at one time very large, in 
diseases of the chara«teF referred to, the Leptandria did really act 
in a very beneficial manner. My method was to use it in alterna- 
tion with Quinine, China, Nux vom,, or any other medicine indica- 
ted, and always in acordance with what I always considered to be 
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ita homceopathio applicability. I do not consider that it has any 
real anti-periodic power, as some drugs uDdoubtedty have, but it 
removes condilions of the iiver which often tend to keep up a con- 
tinuance of intermittent maladies. I usually gave it for the follow- 
ing symptoms : considerable prostration ; loss of appetite ; heavily 
coated brown tongue; bitter taste in the mouth; constipation, 
or diarrhcea, with dark f<etid stools; jaundice; yellow, saturated 
urine. 

In Bilious fevers, Ihave givenit for nearly the same symptoms, 
uang Leptandj-m second or third dec. trit. 

In Infantile remittent, I have had some excellent results from 
its use, administering the second or third dilution of the tinctm-e, 
or the third and fourth trit., as seemed most proper. 

Mind, Sleep.— Gloomy; desponding; sleep distarbed by the 
pains in the head and bowels, sleep more disturbed after midnight ; 
. very gloomy and irritable all day ; drowsiness ; a kind of stupor of 
of the mental faculties. 

CLiNiCAt Rbmarkb. — It causes symptoms of the mind, similar 
to those occurring during disordered conditions of the liver, such 
as hepatic torpor, congestions, and the like. Some wilters consider 
the freah i;oot to possess narcotic properties. It seems homtEOpa- 
thic to the drowsiness attending hepatic torpor, or that occurring 
in typhoids. 

Sbln. — Skin hot and dry, with frequent pains in the bowels. 
CuNiCAL Remaeks.— It is probably not homceopathic to any of 
the vaiious affections of the skin. But may be found useful when 
they are aggravated by the retention of bile. In the intolerable 
itching of the skin, occurring in jaundice, in will prove usefab 
(See Live^.) 

Head. — Constant, dtdl, frontal headache, worse in the temples ; 
slight frontal headache, with a dall aching sensation in the umbili- 
cus ; dull frontal headache, apparently deep seated in the cerebram }' 
slight frontal headache, with neuralgic pains in the right temple ; 
v&ry severe frontal headache, made nearly unbearable by walkimj } 
very dizzy while walkiing ; feeling as if the hair was being pulled 
at ; vertigo. 

Clinical Remarks. — With the knowledge we now possess of the 
action of this medicine, especially on the liver, we can very prop-- 
erly decide the above-described headache to be the so-called " bilioas 
headache." It somewhat resembles the cephalalgia caused by Nux 
and Bryonia. A "bilious headache" is usually accompanied by 
constipation, furred tongue, bitter taste, indigestion, yellow nrine, 
languor, and depi'ession of spirits. A free discharge from the bow- 
els, of dark-brown, or greenish, feculent matter, usually dissipates 
tlie pain. Such headaches are relieved, and even cured, by the use 
of Leptandria, second or third trituration. 

Bjes.— Eyes smart and ache very much (this symptom was 
present during the whole of the proving) ; eyelids agglutinated ; 
profuse secretion of tears ; eyes smarting constantly, with dull, 
aching pains in the eyeballs ; painful sensation iu left eyelid ; 
lids and balls feel constricted. — [Dr. GatcheU.) 
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Mouth, Throat) etc. — Tongue coated, yellow along the centre ; 
pain in sub-maxillary glands. 

(iastrlc Symptoms. — Tongae coated yellow along tbe centre ; flat, 
pappy taste in the month ; nansea, with deathly faintaess «pon rising 
in tne night ; painful distress in the stomach, with rising of food, 
very sour; cauine huqger; nausea, with faintness; nansea fol- 
lowed by vomiting ; severe vomiting, accompanied by diarrhrea, 

Clinicai RaMARits. — Among the Eclectics, it is considered a 
"valuable remedy for dyspasia." This phrase is continnally used 
in reference to Leptandria. But " dyspepsia " may be caused by 
many various morbid states, both of the stomach and liver, thus : 
it may depend npon an excess or a deficiency of bile; on gastric 
catarrh, and degeneration of the gastric glands ; atony of the ato- 
ma«h; deficiency of gastric juice, etc., etc My experience with 
Leptandria inclines me to the opinion that it is chiefly hom<eopathic 
to those varieties of dyspepsia which depend upon disordered states 
of the liver, and atony of the stomach. I have found it very useful, 
nsed in alternation with N"ux vomica, in men, and Pulsatilla in 
women. If there is present constipation, headache, jaundice, and 
bitter taste in the mouth, I prefer the first decimal trit. If there is 
diarrhtea, rising of sour ingesta, nausea, pain in the bowels and 
debility, the third or sixth trituration, 

Stomntb,— Constant distress in the lower part of the epigas- 
trium and v^^^er portions of umbiliGal regions; sharp, cutting pains 
at intervals in the same parts; constant aching distress in the stomach 
and umbilical regions; constant achbg, burning sensation in the 
stomach and liver, E^gravated by drinking cold water; severe 
aching jiain in the stomach immediately after rising, and continuing 
all the forenoon ; dull, aching pain in the cardiac portion of the 
stomach; great distress in the stomacU and small intestines, with 
great desire for stool, that could not be retained one moment; 
weat, sinking sensation at the pit of the stomach. 

Clinical Remarks. — It would seem homceopathic to some forms 
of gastralgia, cardialgia, pyrosis, and some of the various pains 
and distressing sensations which accompany indigestion. Tho 
" sinking sensation at the pit of the stomach," caused by Leptan- 
dria, is probably dne to portal congestion, for which condition it 
is one of the most valuable remedies. It should be administered 
at the 2d or 3d dec. trit. 

IiiTer, — Dull aching pain in the lower part of the right hypo- 
chondiiac region, near the gall-bladder, with dull aching pain in the 
umbilicus, and rumbling in the bowels; dull aching in the whole of 
the liver — the pain extends to the spine, but is worst near the gall- 
bladder; constant dull, burning distress in the epigastric and hypo- 
chondriac regions ; dall, aching burning distress in the re^on of the 
gall-bladder, with frequent chilliness along the spine ; profuse, black, 
undigested stool, followed by gi'eat distress in the region of the 
liver, extending to the spine ; the pain is of a hot, aching character, 
with chilliness along the spine ; sharp, cutting pains near the gall- 
bladder; great burning distre^ in the back part of liver, and in the 
Bpine; pain in left shoulder and arm. 
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Clinical Rbmakks, — The eclectic school of medicine, and even 
the allopathic, elM,m for Loptandria, that it possesses a specific affini- 
tyforthe liver; that it profoundly modifies its fiinotions in various 
ways. JSing saya of Leptaadria : " It is a oholagogue. It caasas 
the liver to act with great energy, and without active catharsis, and 
is employed with success in all hepatic affections * * It is iadicated 
hj an inactive state of the liver, and all functional diseases of that 
organ.'' And of Leptandrin he says : " It ia the only known medi- 
cine that efficiently stimulates and corrects the hepatic secretions, 
and removes functional derangement of the liver, without debilita- 
ting the aysiem hy copious alvine evacuations.'' Other writers of 
that school reiterate the same statements, and alt eclectic praotitiou- 
era use it with unhesitating conSdeace. It is to that school what 
" blue mass " is to the allopathic, while the Podophyllin is considered 
to take the place of calomel. ■ But the wide recommendation of Lep- 
taiidria in " all functional derangements of the liver," is too sweep- 
ing, and resembles the a^ertiona of the allopaths, that Mercury is the 
only remedy in " all hepatic derangements." We are aware that the 
researches of Inman and Tbudichum seem to render it doubtful if 
Mercury acts directly upon the liver; but the great mass of the al- 
lopathic school still use, It, and probably will, for the nest ten gene- 
rations. Dr. Bnrt's admirable proving of Leptandria, which we 
herewith present the profession, establishes the fact beyond all con- 
troversy, that this medicine does exercise an influence of no doubt- 
ful power over the liver and its secretions. The hepatic symptoms 
are well marked, both the subjective and objective, and the whole 
experiment goes to prove what I have so often asserted in my 
writings : that all the remedies sucae&sfully used by the allopathic 
schools, are used strictly in accordance with the homceopathio law of 
cure ; and being administered under that law, do effect cures, not- 
standing the large doses in which they are given— closes which very 
often produce needless and painful, and sometimes injurious medicinal 
aggravations. In regard to the real action of Leptandria on the 
livei", and its secretions, I do not propose to hazard any decided 
opinion, inasmuch as the action of Mercury even, upon that organ, 
is involved in considerable mystery. The same may be said of 
such analagous medicines as Iris versicolor and Podophyllum; But 
I may throw out a few suggestions, which can be taken for what 
thej^ are worth ; " Calomel," says Draper, " increases the fluid, but 
diminishes the solid constituents of the bile." It ia my impression 
that Podophyllum and Iris versicolor act in a similar manner. Lep- 
tandria, on the contrary, seems to increase the solid, and decrease 
the fluid constituents of that secroiion ; or, in other words, Leptan- 
dria may have the power offacilitating the ehmination of the proper 
exerementitions portions of the bile, or an excess of tho noa-excre- 
meutitious portions. It is at present believed that tho retention 
of cholesterine in the blood is very injurious. That substance acts 
somewhat after the manner of Vrea, namely; as a direct poison to 
the nervous centres. Its non-elimination causes headache, vertigo, 
languor, depression of spirits, painful sensations in various portions 
of the body, etc. Now, it is highly probable that Leptandria 
37 
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increases, directly, the elimination of this substance, forcn^erits 
action, when given in proper medicinal doses, the symptoms enume- 
rated above, are rapidly dissipated. The retention of other excre- 
mentitious constituents of the bile cause various morbid conditions, 
and tlie Leptandj'ia, by its peculiar action, seems to be the remedy 
most likely to be of benefit when we wish to eliminate such sub- 
stances through the liver. As it does not appear- to increase the 
fluid constituents of the bile, as does Podophyllum and Iris v., its ap- 
parent tonic effect, even in material doses, may thna be accounted 
ibr. Mercury, however, seems to have in some instances, a similar 
action with Lep tan dria. In minute doses, in certain states of the 
system, it acts as a tonic, *'. e., it removes the morbid state by its 
homceopathic action, and the vital powers resume their normal sway. 
Some farther suggestions relating to the action of Leptandria may 
not be amiss. Its primary pathogenetic action seems to be that of 
a stimulant, or irritant of the hepatia cells. Chambers states that 
"Mercury, Nitro-Muriatic Acid, and Manganese, cause an increase 
of yellow matter in the cells of the liver." Podophyllum may have 
the same efieot ; so also Leptandria. A^ a consequence of this pn- 
mary stimulation or irritation, we have the increased elimination be- ■ 
fore mentioned, and sometimes acute congestion and infiammation. 
Leptandria therefore is primarily homceopathio to an irritable condi- 
tion of the liver, in which the dischai'ges are of the peculiar charac- 
ter described under "Stool," and the pains and abnormal sensa- 
tions are similar to those under "Liver." The secondary effect of 
Leptandria is ouer-stimulation, or a condition of exhausted irritdbilv- 
ty, in which the hepatic cells refuse to perform their office (particur 
larly that of eliminating the excrementitious substances frona the 
blood ?), In such cases we have the following conditions, namely : 
Jaundice from retention of biliary matters in the blood; so-called 
"bilious symptoms;" congestion of the liver, and even chronic in- 
flammation of that organ, with its complications of enlargement, 
abscess, and various other structural changes. Leptandria is there- 
fore secondarily homceopathic to the last-named pathological states. 
The size of the dose, let me remind the reader, will depend on its 
primary or secondary hom(Bopathicity. 

Abdiimeii. — Constant, dull, aching distress hi the vmiMlical region 
teith ocaaional, sharp, cutting pains in the same region: pain and 
distress in the bowels, preventing sleep ;. dull pain in the lower part 
of right hypocondriac region and near the gall-bladder, with dull, 
aching distress in the umbilical region, and rumbling in the bowels ; 
great distress in the whole of the bowels ; sharp, cutting pains, with 
rumbling and desu'e for stool ; stool followed by very weak feeling 
in the bowels and rectum ; constant, dull, aching distress in the 
umbilical and hypogastric regions, with sharp pains every few 
minutes— the pains make me feel very faint; constant, dull, aching 
pains in the right inguinal region, passing down to the testicle ; 
dull aching in the lumbar region ; great rumbling and distress in 
the hypogastric region, with a profuse, black, fetid stool, followed 
by slight pains in the bowels ; great distress in the hypogastric 
region, with great desire for stool^tlie pain is aggravated by drjnk- 
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ing cold water ; a good deal of distress in the stomach and IjoweU, 
with a bnrniDg sensation ; stool followed by very severe, cutting 
paina in the small intestines ; distension ot abdomen ; sense of 
vermicular motion in the colon; sense of coolness in the alimentaiy 
canal; pain in the left iliac region; rumbling in the intestines; 
flatulence. 

CuNiCAL Remakks. — The Leptandria is bomceopathio to a 
variety of chronic enteritis, especally that form which is so common 
in camps, and among the lower class of our population in cities. 
It should be useful in bilious enleralgia, and the colics from 
tiatulence, etc. 

During the course of cases of typhus abdominalis, aymptoma 
will ofteD arise, which call for its administration. Every practitioner 
has met with cases in which the icteric symptoms, the prostration, 
and frequently the abdominal pain, and tbe character of the 
intestinal discharges, resemble very closely these found in the 
provings of Leptandria. It is not suitable for conditions of such 
intensity as call for the use of Arsenicnra, bat for those cases where 
the derangement is still functional, and there is yet no real deoom, 
position of the fluids and solids, no ulcerations, etc., such aa 
Araenicum causes. I have used the second dec. trit., in a few oases 
of typhus abdominalis, with unequivocal benefit. 

Stool. — Hard, black, and lumpy ; afterwards soft andmusby stool; 
Stool soft and mushy, and followed by a very weak feeling in the 
bowels and rectum ; groat rumbling and distress in the hypogas- 
trium, with a profuse, black, and very fetid papescent stool, followed 
by slight pain in the bowels ; great desire for stool ; very profuse 
black stool, of the consistence of cream, and partially digested, 
followed by great relief; profuse, black, fetid stool, preceded by 
severe pain in the umbUical and hypogastric regions ; inability to 
retain the stool, which is followed by great relief; great distress in 
small intestines and desire for stool, followed by a soft very fetid 
and black stool ; watery stool, followed by severe cutting pains in 
the small intestines ; inability to retain the stool, which is very 
profuse, fetid, and watery, with large quantities of mucus, and 
followed by very severe pain iu the hypogastrium ; desire for stool 
with great rumbling in the bowels, followed by profuse stool of 
watery mucus intermingled with a yellow matter — the evacuation 
was followed by very severe pain in the ambilicus ; profuse, thin 
stool, with large quantities of mncus, followed by sharp, cutting 
pains, and great distress iu the umbilical region. 

Clinical Remarks, — It- is a stereotyped phrase of eclectic 
writers that the Leptandria cansea " copious, dark, tar-like dejec- 
tions from tbe bowels.'' They teach that when this symptom oooars, 
after the administration of Leptandi-ia in disease, it is a very 
favorable symptom, and recovery is confidently predicted; This 
assumption is based upon the well-knoWn fact, that similar evacu- 
ations do often occur during the course of bilious and other fevers 
hepatic diseases, etc., and seem to bo of a "critical" character, i.«., 
they relieve the system of certain morbid matters, which had 
caused the malady. I have treated many malarious fevers of a 
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perajeiotis charscter, ■when these tar-Iilte discharges ocnrred uE^er 
the h cm (E opal hie use of ArBenieitin and Rhus, and when the peculiar 
evacuations were not due to the medicine, 'but to the vis medtcatrtx 
natvTce. I have kno'wn them to occur during an attack of 
supposed portal congestion, when no medicine had been taken. 
But this pathognesis of LtptanSria proves that those peculiardark 
discbarges, are uot always the ree^t of natural disease — in other 
■words, that this medicine is Dot alone an eliminative of such 
morbid matters, but actually cures such evacnations, ■when given to 
healthy persons. Eclectic ■writers erroneonsly teach that 'when the 
Leptandria causes black evacuations, it shows that the system 'waa 
being poisoned with "vitiated bile," or some other morbid matters. 
It is this belief that has led them to the indiscriminate routine, and 
iEJuriouB use of this remedy in many diseaees, Thev did not stop 
to ask themselves the question, -whether the tar-liko discharges, 
might not be due to the poisonous action of the drug ? I have 
kno'wn patients under eclectic treatment to be kept nnder the 
action of Leptandria day after day, ■until the third stage of 
poisoning — namely, that state when watery mucus and bloody 
stools occur ; because the physidan. supposed he must continue the 
administration of the medicine until the black discharges ceased. 
When they did cease, then the disease was said to "run into 
dysentery ;" but it was the dysentefry of X^tandria. So much for 
the blind adherence to pervading opinion, which is the curse of all 
medical schools. There are some interesting peculiarities in relation 
to the symptomatology of the evacuations caused by Leptandria. 
Tbe catharsis caused by it may be divided into/ow?* stages : 

(1) Discharge of black, thick, tar-like, fcetid substances. 

(2) Thinner, brownish, often frotid evacuations. 

(3) -Stool of mixed mucus, flocculent, and wateiy matters, with 
yellow bile, or blood. 

(4) Mucus, bloody stool, mixed with shred-like substance — 
often pure blood is discharged. 

Now, to prescribe a drug successfully, we should know the 
different stages of its pathogenetic action. This is just as impor- 
tant as to know the stages of disease. The catharsis of Podophyllin 
differs materially from that of Leptandria, and although it causes 
some of the varieties of stool, they occur in a different order. If 
we are called upon to prescribe for a diarrhcea, we should investi- 
gate its history ; if that history corresponds in <yrder and nature, 
with the Leptandria-disease, then that drug is the spe<afio remedy. 
In the treatment, of a dysentery the same rule holds good ; dysen- 
tery occurs in the fourth stage of Lcptandria-poisoning, while it 
occurs in the secoMt? stage of pod ophy Hum-intestinal -irritation. With 
some drugs, Beauty, bloody, and mucus stools, occur, as a primary 
symptom, as in cases where the rectum is the seat of inflammation. 

Teste was the first to call attention to the importance of 
selecting remedies upon this data, and the practitioner will find the 
rule a valuable one. 

Dr. P. P. Wells, of New York has lately called the attcntiou 
of the profession to the importance of the characleristio symptoms 
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of druga ; those Bymptoms which make it differ from all other 
drugs, ThuB,there are nianv remedies for "-black stoofe," but not 
all will remove that condition; the coUaUral eymptonas must 
correspond. This subject will be noticed in another place. In the 
subject of the proving of Leptandria, it should not escape the notice 
of the physician, that the evacoations per anum are accompanied 
by some peculiar symptoms : The pains in the intestines usually 
occur after stool ; in the podophlylfum diarrhtea they occur before, 
while the diarrhoea of mercury, and many others, the pain is severe 
during the stool. It will also be noticed thai the evacuations are 
not followed by tenesmus. The proving liere given does not 
mention it, nor do I find it mentioned in any article refering to its 
action. In practice I have cot found it useful when there was 
marked tenesmus attending the disease. Such remedies as 
Podophyllum, Aloes, and Mercurius are more applicable. 

I am inclined to believe that Leptandria does not have any direct 
speoiflc effect on the rectum. Its action on the liver and portal 
system, undoabtedly causes it to effect the rectum and hem- 
on'hoidal vessels but this action is indirect. If we carefully 
study the symptoms of Leptandria, after the method proposed 
byDc.P. P. Wells, we shall find it a drug possessing a distinct 
itdividuality, as much as any other drug in our Materia Medica. 

In Aaute Diarrhcea, we shall find this medicine often indicated, 
and it will prove a valuable specific when administered for the path- 
ological conditions in which it is indicated— those, and the 
symptoms, are well shown by the proving. 

la OAronie IHarrhfBa, this drug is even more reliable for the 
general condition, which is shown by the following extracts from 
my lecture on Leptandria, delivered before the class of Hahue- 
man Medical College, in the winter of 1 864 : — 

"The three principal varieties of chronic diarrhcea, in which 
Leptandria will be found useful, are : 

" (a) Fj-om chronic inflammation or irritation of the mucous 
membrane. 

"(S) Dependeut on hepatic derangement. 

"(c) Diari-hcea of debility. 

"Some of the indications for Leptandria in the first-named 
variety, I have already given. But I will here call your attention 
to one form of this affection, which bears the common name of 
" Camp Diarrhcea." This disease is nsually contracted in camp, 
where the soldiers are illy protected from atmospheric changes, 
and are exposed to cold, dampness, and fietid exhalations, from 
refuse matter, decaying vegetation, etc. These, together with 
improperly cooked food, and bad water, are the principal causes 
of this malady. Its onset is sometimes gradual, InBting for days 
and weeks before the surgeon's attention ia called to it by the 
patient; but it often attacks its victims suddenly, and afisumea the 
character of a cholera morbus, or acute enteritis. It is one ot the 
most intractable diseases with which oiir ai'my has to contend. 
Under allopathic treatment it ia almost incurable, and sometimes 
resists all medication, so long as the man remains in camp or bar- 
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racks, exposed to the same influence -which caused it, and obliged 
to subsist upon the usual hospital diet. In the acute stages, the 
following treatment will be found moat applicable : If it is evi- 
dently caused by a cold, or exposure to dampness, Dulcamara, 
Aconite, or Pulsatilla will be foirnd most efficacious. When caused 
by bad diet, andimpropor food or water, Pulsatilla, or Podophyllum 
will be most useful. If hepatic deraDgement is evidently present, 
Mercnrius, Podophyllum, Leptandria, or Iris versicolor will be 
indicated. If the attack is choleraic in its character, Arsenicum, 
Veratrnm alb, or Euphorbia cor,, and perhaps Aconite, shonld be 
selected. But when it assumes a chronic character, and persists 
in spite of altered diet, change of location, etc., then Leptandria or 
Leptandrin will be found an invaluable remedy. In many cases 
its persevering use will alone effect & cure, although there are 
cases in which we may be obliged to resort to the auxiliary aid of 
Phosphoric acid. Nitric acid, Arsenicum, Sulphar, or Mercurius 
oorrosivus. 

"It is in most cases absolutely necessary that the patient (the 
subject of Camp Diarrhcea) should be removed from camp, or 
barracks, as soon as possible, and transferred to some healthy 
locality. For obvious reasons, a return to the patient's home is to 
be preferred. Here his military dress should be changed for his 
foi-mer civilimi's apparel and his diet shonld consist of plmn, nutritious, 
easily-assimilable substances. My experience has been that patients 
do the best upon a milk diet; plain bread and milk being the best 
form of its use. In addition, he should have a certain limited 
amount of good fresh beef, mutton, or game, every day. Taking 
the hint from the practice of an eminent Russian military surgeon, 
who successfaliy adopted the treatment in the great military 
hospitals, I have advised the use of raw, or nearly raw, beef, 
and in most instances, with the most satisfactory results. Tender, 
lean steak should be selected, and chopped very fine, a very small 
quantity of salt may be added if the patient insists. Of this an 
adult may eat one or two ounces, three times a day, with his bowl 
of bread and milk. Potatoes, salted meats, warm bread, raw fruit, 
pastry, coffee, preserves, and liquors, should be prohibited. Mode- 
' rate exercise will be of advantage; too much, injiuious. If the 
ehronio diarrhcea depends for its continuance on debility, and 
resembles the colliquative diarrhcea of phthisis, accompanied by 
hectic fever and colliquative sweats, the Leptandria is still useful, 
but should be given in alternation with Phosphorus, Arsenicum, 
China, or JJ'en'um. The tvi'o latter are especially indicated if a 
lientery is developed, and the food passes the bowels unchanged, 
or in a state of putrefactive fermentation. 

"In some cases such ia the debility and relaxation of the mucous 
membrane, that the serous and even fibrinous parts of the blood 
escape, attended sometimes with more or less of the red coloring 
matter. An increased degree of the same affection constitutes 
pasBive hemorrhage. It is not nnfrequently associated with a 
watery state of the blocid, which becomes incapable of sastaining a 
due energy in the extreme veEsels. In such conditions, Leptandria 
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is still uaeful, but should be aided by those remedies which are 
capable of bringing back the blood to a normal condition. First, in 
importance stands Iron. The preparation I prefer is the Phos- 
phate, given in the form of syrup of super-phosphate of Iron, 
thirty drops after each meal, or a few grains of the first decimil 
trituration of the Pyro-phosphate. Next in value are Hydiistm, 
Helonin, Muriatic 'acid, and eometimes Nux vomica. TheCitiate 
of Iron and Stryclmiue is often one of the most efficient remediea 
for chronic diarrhcea when we have two conditions ; nimely, an 
impoverished state of the blood, and an atonic state ot iho mus 
cular tissues of the intestines. When these Elates obtim, we 
usually find alternate constipation and diarrhrea, deficient digev 
tiOHi fUjaumuktione offlatnienoe and LEemori-lioida. 

Dr. Small is very successful in the treatment ot ChronK- 
Dlarrhcea: he relies npon Nitric_Acid_ and Arsenicum. 

" Chronic nlceration of the intestines otteu occara during the 
course of a chronic diarrhoia. Dr. Chambera says: 'There is no 
disorder in which emaciation is so marked a feature throughout 
its whole eowrse, as chronic ulceration ot the small intestines. 
TJloerations of the ccecum and colon, tubercular or not, produce as 
much, nay, often morediarrhcea; but they are not, by any means, 
so distinguished in their power of reducing the patient. In this 
lesion of the Uia, even the parts which are not the actual seat of 
disease, seem incapaoitated from absorbing nutriment, and the 
victuals pass through the alimentary canal in the same state as 
when they left the stomach, except being made putrid by chemical 
decomposition. All the stages of digestion are equally suspended,' 

"These lesions are more common during infantile life, and 
thousandsof children are yearly carried off by this malady in every 
large city. In this affection Arsenicum, Merc, cor., Sulphur, 
Nitric' acid, and Phytolacca are indicated. The Leptandria has 
also been of use in my hands, when, with the usual symptoms, there 
was present a jaundiced hue of the skin, sallow complexion, pain 
in the region of the liver, lack of bile in the evacuations, and great 
debility. In such a condition I would advise you to use, for adults, 
the first deoinaal trituration ; for children, the third trituration. 

" When the ulceration is tubercular, you will have to resort to a 
different class of remedies, prominent among which I would advise 
the hypo phosphate of lime (oalois hypophosphis), which has all 
the curative properties of calo. carb,, together with the recupera^ 
tive qualities of phosphorus. The second or third dee. trit. will 
prove the most satisfactory. Leptandria may be called for, even 
in this disease, if we find disorder of the liver comphcating the 
case. I believe it increases the absorbent action of the intestinal 
mucous membrane, and thus prevents the excessive emaciation. 
In respect of the action of Leptandria on the mucoua membranea 
of the mtestines Dr. Ooe, gives a case which is quite interesting. 
He says: ' No remedy with which we are acquainted, is more to 
be relied upon in chronic affections of the mucous sarfaces. Its 
value in this respect is peculiarly apparent in chronic dysenteiy 
and diavi'hcea, and other diseases of the bowels. When false 
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membranous formations have oeouvred in the smaller mtestines 
prodiieed by the gradual exudation of plastic lymph., the Leptan- 
dria may be rehed upon for their removal, with great uonfldence. 
* * * We have also used it with great success, in the cure of 
constipation and piles. We recently treated a, case of the latter 
complaint, accompanied with frequent hemorrhage from the 
rectum, of twelve years standing. A short time after commencing 
its use, the patient discharged considerable quantities of falsa 
membrane, in shreds and patches, and a number of pieces several 
inches in length, forming complete tubes. The evacuation of this 
matter was attended with an amelioration of aU the symptoms, 
and at the present' time the patient declares himself well. The 
bowels are regular, appetite good, the hemorrhage has ceased, 
and the distressing paio, so long experienced beneath the sacrum, 
entirely gone.' 

, This is quite an important clinical fact, and although the 
cases were treated with massive doses two to four grs. twice or 
thrice a day, we cannot doubt that the remedy was homcnopathic 
to the disease mentioned. 

In Woods' Practice, article " Chronic Enteritis," we iind that 
"occasionally portions of false membrane are discharged, and in 
some rare instancea, tubes of considerable length, obviously the 
reaalt of a plastic inflammation, throwing oat coagnlablo lymph 
upon the surfece of the mucous membrane.'' 

' Dr. Gumming of Edinburg has given an account of a peculiar 
variety of pseudo-membranous inflammation of the bowels (quoted 
by Wood). In this variety, Dr. Simpson used Arsenic, a remedy 
homceopatbic to the disease, and Dr. Camming used tar and electro 
"galvanism,'' succeesfully. 

Believing, as 1 do, that all medicinal remedies cure only under 
the law of simUia, it seems highly probable to me that Leptandria, 
in the osKe given by Dr. Coe, caused the expulsion of the membrane 
and effected the cure, by virtue of its power to cause a similar 
pathological state. 

Chronie Ih/sentery is often associated with chronic enteritis, 
and it is not always easy to determine, how far the two portions of 
the bowels are severaUy involved in the inflammation, nor is the 
decision a matter of much importance. Chronic Diarrhoea and 
Dysentery are very nearly allied in their anatomical character, and 
we ofien find cases where the symptoms of both maladies are 
intimately .blended. But chronic dysentery, when not thus com- 
bined, is dtstingnished from chronic diarrhoea by the frequency and 
comparatively small quantities of the evacuations, their character, 
and the tenesmus with which they are attended. The greater 
number of the stools consist chiefly of mucus, sometimes mixed 
with ptis-like matter or blood. Occasionally, however, feculent or 
bilious matter is mixed with the proper dysenteric dischavge. 
When the disease occupies the rectum and lower portions of the 
colon, the feculent discharge is often consistent, and instead of 
being uniformly mixed with mucus, is either irregularly pervaded 
by it in layers or streaks, or enveloped in a thick coating of it, 
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derived from the surface of the bowel with which the fiEces lay in 
contact. There is usually more or less tormina, and tendeiiieas oa 
pressure; the pulae, skin, and appetite are affected as in ohronio 
diarrhcea, and there ia nearly the same eraafiiation. Chronic 
Dysentery is seldom an original disease, but when it ooeura, is 
almost always in consequence of an acute attack. It is very oflen 
a result of acute attacks of "camp dysentery," and even " oamp 
diarrh(ea'' may run into a chronic dysentery. In this disease we 
have in Leptandria a valuable and efficient remedy, but it is more 
applicable to those cases in which a chronic enteritis complicates 
the disorder. 

In Ghohea Infantum it has proved a very useful remedy. Dr. 
King (Eclectic), says : — " In cholera infantum, a disease which some- 
times sets at defiance all the skill of the physician, I have met with 
excellent success by the following combination: Leptandria six grs., 
Quinia three gre.. Camphor one and a half gi^s., Ipeeaouanba three- 
fourths grs., mixed and divided in twelve powders, of which one 
may be ^ven eveiy two or three hours, and its use continued thus 
for several days. Its action at first is to increase the alvine pass- 
^es, and apparently augment the disease, but in a few days the 
character of the evacuations change, become more and more 
normal, as well as more regular in their appearance ; after which, 
one or two powders per day for a week will render the cure 
permanent," 

I have quoted the above, to show that this mixture, absurd as 
it is, really cured the disease horaceopathieally, 

Zeptandria, the main ingredient, is eminently homraopathic- to 
the disease in most cases, as the proving shows conclusively. 

Qainia, for which we substitute China, is indicated by the 
general condition {prostration from loss of fluids), and by the 
special symptoms (copious, dark, or light, watery stool, etc). 

Ipecac. IS one of our best remedies, when there occurs vomiting 
with the diarrhcea, and Camphor, as shown by Hahnemann is quite 
horaoBopathic to choleric symptoms, with considerable prostration. 
By the use of Leptandria third trit^ China second diU, and Ipecac, 
first or second, with Camphor tenth, as an intercurrent remedy, the 
homceopathisfc, can cure his patients, without the danger of doing 
injury to the organism, especially in cases of children, that is apt 
to occur from such naassive doses as ia ad™ed by King, who 
admits that the disease is apt to be aggravated at first ,by the 
medicines. 

Dr. B. L. Hill, when an Eclectic, wrote as follows concerning 
the action of Leptandria, in dysentery. 

"In the epidemic dysentery which has prevailed for the last two 
seasons (1854,55,) in many parts of our country, this article has 
been of great service. It was usually given with the best success, 
afber evacuating the bowels freely, with a combination of Podo- 
phyllin and Leptandria, or Rhubarb. For this purpose give from 
one-half of a grain to a grain oveiy hour, gradually lengthening the 
intervals as the discharge becomes darker. Though it may not be 
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applicable in all cases of dysentery, it is doubtless one of tlia moat 
useful articles in this dangerous disease." 

The epidemic "referred to was of an adynamic character, quickly 
prostrating the patient, and often ran into a typhoid condition. 
For the same epidemic, Dr. Hill ■would now advise and use with as 
good results, minnte doaes of Leptandria, Podophyllum, Arsenicum, 
and Baptisia. It may be remarked here that Podophyllum is indicar 
ted for a much higher gi-ade of ioflammation and in-it.ation of the 
bowels, than Leptandna, The following was Dr. Hill's estimate 
of the action of Leptandria: — "It is not strictly catharUo. It is 
aperient, alterative and tonic. In cases of children affected with 
summer complaint, where there is evidently a lack of the proper 
bOiary secretions, bnt when owing to the already irritated con- 
diljon of the bowels, the ordinary remedies for arousing the liver 
are inadmissible, this article seems to be the very thingneeded. While 
it acts freely upon the liver, instead of purging, it seems to change 
the discharge from the light, and watery, or slimy condition, to a 
darkened and apparently bilious state rendering them more and 
more consistent, until they become perfectly natural, without 
having been arrested entirely, or at any time aggravated. It at 
the same time seems to act as a tonic, restoring the tone of the 
stomach, and increasing the strength and activity of digestion." 

Dr. Hill the homoeopathic, values the Leptandria as highly as 
did Dr. Hill the eclectic, but he accounts for its action in a more 
rational manner. As the latter he gave one-fourth to one gr^n 
every hour or two, in acute cases, or one to two grains three times 
a day in chronic cases ; as the former he finds one-tenth or oue- 
hiindreth of a grain equally servicable. In those severe cases of 
disease which clearly resemble the primary symptoms of poisoning 
with the fresh root of Leptandria, the thirtieth, if prepared from 
a good tincture, would doubtless act curativeiy. 

Urine.— Urine at first slightly acid, then neutral and rather 
scanty ; urine very red, and does not afiect litmus paper ; dull, 
aching pain in the lumbar region. 

Clinical Rbmabks. — King says " it exerts a powerful influence 
upon the absorbent system, and in combination with cream of tartar, 
has been successfully used in obstinate cases of dropsy." 

If Leptandria is homceopathic to any variety of dropsy, it is 
probably that dependent on disease of the lioer. In order to test 
Its value in dropsy, or, indeed, any disease, it should be given alone. 
To combine medicines is to lose all data concerning the real action 
of any single agent. 

It is doubtful if Leptandria exercises any specific action on the 
functions of the kidneys, yet a medicine may be useful in dropsy 
without being a diuretio. It may act curativeiy by a certain general 
reatoi-ative power. Thus Ghina, Iron, Helonias, etc, may remove 
dropaes by bjinging the organism up to a normal condition. Any 
cause which obsti-ucts the circulation in the portal system of veins, 
will induce dropsy. Chronio tumefaction of the liver, and organic 
diseases of that organ ; also inflamm.ation of the portal vein, are 
the prhiciple causes of the varieties of hepatic dropsy. 
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Thoras. — Soreness iu left side of the thoras, especially about 
the cardiao region. 

Cmnicai. Kemakks. — In affections of the liver, we may have 
fiympathetic diatarbanees of the heart's action; so also from 
dyspepsia. 

Indirectly the Leptandria may prove nseful in some dorango- 
ments of the functions of the heart. 

Back- — Sore and iame feeling in the small of the back. 

Upitor ExtremUlea, — Both wrists are very lame, and ache 
severely, lasting some houi-s ; pain in left shoulder and. arm ; chilly 
sensation at the shoulders and down the arm. 

Clinical Remakes. — ^Pain in the left shoulder is a symptom of 
disease of the posterior portion of the liver. 

Lower Extremities. — Feet and legs, fi-om the knees downward, 
feel cold and numb. 

DR. hurt's PEOVING OP LEPTASDK14. 

January 29th, 1864. — Am perfectly well; good appetite; 
bowels regular, once a day; urine acid. My teroperament is sau- 

Euine-nervous, with a little of the bilious. Took one grain of 
eptandrin, at 10 a. k.; 10.15, nataral stool; 12 m,, constant, dall, 
frontal beadache, worae in the temples ; constant distress in the 
lower part of the epigastric region, and umbilicus — by spells there 
are sharp, cutting pains, in the same parts. Took two grains, 3 p. m.; 
slight, frontal headache, with a dall, aching sensation in the umbili- 
cus. Took three grains, 5 p. m. ; constant, dull, frontal headache, 
very severe, deep in the regions of causality ; constant, dull, aching 
distress in the nmbilicus — at times there are veiy sharp pjuns in the 
same region. Took four grains, 9 p. ir.; the frontal headache has 
been very severe ; eyes smart, and ache very much ; constant, 
aching distress in the umbilicus, with sharp pains at times; feeling 
very gloomy. Took 5 grains, 

January 30th. — Feelingvery tired; sleptmiddling well; awoke 
several times, and found that I had a severe frontal headache. 
Took six grains at 1 A. m,; 10 a, m,, slight, dull headache, witli 
slight distress in the bowels. Took eight grains, 12 m.; constant, 
dull headache, very much worse in the regions of causality; eyes 
sore, and smart severely; constant, aching distress in the stomach ; 
with great distress in the umbilical region. Took ten grains 2 p, m,, 
had to ride ten miles on horseback, did not notice any particular 
symptoms. At 6 P. M. took fifleen grains; . 9 P. M., sl^ht, frontal 
headache; eyes ache, and smart severely; constant, aching dis- 
tress in the epiaastrio and umbilical regions, with sharp, cutting 
pains, by spells ; nrine slightly add ; no stool to-day, 

January 31st. — Had a restless night after midnight; the pains 
and distress in the bowels prevented me from sleeping ; feeling very 
Jangnid; dull pain in the lower part of the right hypochondriac region ; 
tongue coated yellow along the center. Took twenty grains at 8 a.m.; 
Stool, first part hard, black, and lumpy, afterwards soft and mushy ; 
12 M,, slight, frontal headache; eyes smart very m.uch; frequent, 
dull, aching pains in the lower right hypochoniiriao region, near the 
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gall bladder, with dull, acting distress in the umbilical region, and 
rumbling in the bowels. Took twenty-five grains, 2 p. if. ; dull, 
aching distress in the whole of the liver that extends to the spine ; 
the most distress is in the region of the gall-bladder ; great distress 
in the whole of the bowels, with sharp, cutting pains, rumbling, and 
desire for stool ; stool, soft and mnshy, followed by a very weak 
feeling in the bowels and rectnm ; 6 p. M., frontal headache; eyes 
smai't a great deal ; constant, bni-ning, aching .distress in the region 
of the stomach and liver; dull, aching distress in tlie umbilical and 
hypogastric regions. Took twenty-five grains, 9 p. m.; duU, frontal 
headache that is very deep in the cerebrum; eyes smart very, 
much ; burning distress in the whole epigastric and hypochondriac 
regions ; constant, dull, aching disti'ess in the umbilical and hypi>- 
gastrio regions, with veiy -sharp pains every few minutes; makes 
me feel very weak and faint ; constant, dull, aching pain in the 
right inguinal region, that passes down to the right testicle; it is 
very hard to endure the pain in the testicle; dull aching in the 
lumbal' region ; urine rather scanty, and does not affect blue litmus 
paper, 

February 1st. — Had a restless night after midnight; skin was 
veiy hot and dry, with frequent pain in the bowels ; eyelids agghi- 
tinated ; unpleasant ; flat taste in mouth ; tongue coated yellow, along 
the centre; gi-eat rnmbling and distress iu the hypogastric region, 
with a profuse, black, very fcetid, ■ soft, papesoent stool, with 
sUght pain in the bowels afterwards; feeang very languid. At 
6 A. M,, took thirty grmns; 11 a.m., frequent, dull, aching dis- 
tress in the umbilical and hypogastric regions. Took fortygrains, 
2 p. M.; for the last two hours I have been in awful pain and dis- 
tress in the epigastric, umbilical, and hypogastric regions; drinking 
cold water aggravates the pain and distress very much; dull, 
aching, burning distress in the region of the gall-bladder, with 
frequent chilliness along the spine ; great distress in the hypo- 
gastric region, with great desire for stool ; very profuse, black 
stool, about the consistence of cream, with undigested potatoes in 
it. This gave great relief, but was followed by great distress in 
the region of the liver, extendingto the spine; it is of a hot, aching 
character, with chilliness along the spine ; 5 p. m., slight, frontal 
headache; there has been constant distress with very sharp pains 
by spells, in the lumbar region ; 10 p. m., slight frontal headache, 
with sharp pains in the temples ; there has been constant distress, 
with pains iu the whole of the abdomen, since 5 p. m^ but, for the 
last half hour, the pains in the umbilical and hypogastric regions have 
bmi awful to endure, with rumbling and great desire for stool ; a 
veiy profuse, black, fcetid stool, that ran a stream from my bowels, 
and could not be retained a moment; this gave gi'eat relief, but, 
did not stop the pain altogether; urine very red, does not affect 
blue litmus paper. 

February 2nd.~81ept soundly; feeling very languid; both 
wrists are very lame and ache quite severely the left one iiches 
the most, pain lasted until noon; tongue coated, yellow along the 
centre ; flat tafite in the mouth. Immediately after getting up, a 
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very seveve, acliiug distress camo on in the epigaatric res^ou. At 
10 a. m., the distress in the stomach is constantly getting worse ; 
I eannot sit or stand stili, it is so severe ; food rises very sour ; 12 
M., tbe pMnfol distress in the stomach has been nuendarable all the 
forenoon ; it is a hard, aching, barning sensation, and appeai-s to be 
in the stomach ; 9 p. m., the painful distress in the stomach has not 
been so hard, bnt have had severe pains in the nmbilical region 
all the afternoon ; urine neutral ; no stool to-day. 

February 3rd. — Slept soundly; awoke at 5 a. m,, feeling very 
Lnngry, with great distress in the epigaatric region, and continued 
until I had breakfast; frequent pains in the epigastric region 
all day. 

Februaiy 4th. — Slept ■well; feeling quite well; great dewre 
for food ; stool, first part natural, last part soft Euid mushy. 

February 5tfa. — Awoke at 2 a. Mt feeling very hungry; have 
a great appetite ; 11 a. m,, took twenty drops of the fluid estraot 
of Leptandria ; 12 m^ dull, frontal headache; profuse secretion of 
teara ; dull, aching distress in the stomach and umbilical region ; 
Sp.M., slight headache; constant, aching distress in the umbilicus 
with sharp pains by spells; sharp, cutting pains near the gall- 
bladder. Took thirty drops, 4 p. m., dull, frontal headache, with 
a sensation as if the hair were pulled at ; good deal of distrMS iu 
the atoma<jh and bowels, with a burning sensation ; 6 p. m., dull, 
aching distress in the umbilicus. Took forty drops; 10 p. m., there 
has been a great deal of distress in the umbilicus, witli a great 
burning distress in the back part of the liver and in the spine ; soft, 
mushy stool ; took fifty drops. 

February 6th. — Slept well ; arose once in the night ; immediately 
I became sick at my stomach, with a deathly laintness ; tongue 
coated yellow ; flat taste in my mouth ; 7 a. m., took six drops ; 10 
A. Mt slight headache ; great distress in the small intestines, and 
desire for stool ; stool soft, very fceticl, and black. Took seventy 
drops ; noon, dull, aching distress in the umbilioal region, with 
very sharp pains by spells. Took eighty drops ; 8 p. m",, slight 
frontal headache ; eyes smart a good deal ; constant, dull, aching 
pain in the cardiac portion of the stomach ; great distress in the 
umbilicus. Took one hundred drops ; 10 p. m., slight frontal 
headache, with neuralgic pains in the right temple ; eyes smarting 
constantly, ivith dull pains in the eyeballs; have had very severe 
pains in the stomach and small intestines, with great distress and 
desire for stool; stool soft, very fcetid, and mushy ; have been very 
gloomy and very irritable all day. Took one hundred and twenty 
drops. 

February, 7th.-— Up all night with a very sick patient ; had 
frequently severe piUns ia the umbilical and hypogastric regions ; 
stool, 3 A. M., that run a stream from my bowels, followed 
by very severe cutting pains in the small intestines ; 8 a. m., very 
severe frontal headache, walking makes it almost iptolerable ; 
great distress in the stomach and all of the small intestines, with 
gi'eat desire for stool, that could not be retained one moment ; run 
a stream from my bowels, very fcetid, with large quantities of 
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mucus in it, followed by severe pain iu the liypogaKtric rcgcion ; 
Took one hundred and sixty drops. 30 a. m,, there has been con- 
Btant and very violent frontal headache; great distress in the 
stomach and small intestines, with frequent paina in the umbilicus 
that make me feel very faint and weak; great rumbling in the 
bowels ; stool that could not be retained, consisting of water 
and large quantities of mucus and a little yellow matter, 
followed by very hard pains in the umbilicus ; very dizzy while 
walking; qnite weak and languid, can hardly walk; 12 m., severe 
frontal headache ; constant, dull, aching, burning distress in the 
whole of the bowels, with frequent pain and rumbling, and great 
desire for stool; stool of water and mucus, followed by very hard 
pain in the hypogastrio and nrabilical region ; 2 F. M., another very 
profuse, thin stool, with largo quantities of mucus ; great frontal 
headache ; very weak and langnid, compelled to go to bed ; 4 p. m,, 
slept two hours, awoke with great distress in the whole of the 
bowels, and great desire for stool; profuse, watery stool mixed 
with mucus that could not be ictained; 5 p. m., another 
stool of mucus and water, with part natural faeces, veryfcetid; 
6 p, M,, another stool, with Iirge quintitie^ of mueus in it, followed 
by sharp, cutting pains, and gieit distiess in the umbilical region; 
feeling very weak and faint, 9pm, inother profuse stool that 
could not be retained, followed by severe pirns in the bowels ; very 
severe frontal headache. 

February 8th. — Slept soundly, feeling very languid; tongue 
coated yellow along the centre; dull, aching distress id the bowels; 
during the night have had frequent pains in the umbilicus, with 
much rumbling all day ; no stool ; great appetite. 

February 9th. — Lost my sleep last night, and am feeling very 
bad to-day; have had frequent pains in my bowels all day, with 
severe headache ; no stool. 

February 10th. — Slept well; feehng very welt, excepting fre- 
quent pains in the umbilical region ; soft, yellow, papescent stool, 
' d by pain in the umbilical region. 



NTJPHAR lUTEA. 

{SmoUfiowered, yeUow Fond-Lily,) 



This well-known plant is found all over the United States, 
growing in ponds and stagnant waters, is of a similar habit to the 
white pond-lily — the leaves always floating in deep water, and 
are erect in shallow. The petioles are aemi-oylindrical ; color of the 
root and flower, deep yellow. Dr. Marcy says the species used by 
Dr. Petit, the prover, was the emall,iiad flowerei3, yellow pond-lily. 
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n. httea, not the iar^e-flowered, common yellow lily — from whicli, 
however, it ia said to be sometimea difficult to diatinguisli it.' 

This proving was made with the fourth, sixth, seventh and 
eighth dilutions, by Dr. Petit, and translated from the Jottr, de la 
Societe- Gallioane, and may be found in the North Amer. Jour, 
Vol. 3, p. 250. I have arranged the pathogenesis aecordmg to the 
general plan herein adopted. 

fleneral Symptoms. — Weakness ; restlessness ; diminution of the 
Strength; and Hush, healthy complexion, 

EmotlTe Sphere-Excessive moral sensibility, giving one great 
pain on witnessing the suffering of animals ; great impatience at 
the slightest contradiction. 

S tin.— Toward the end of ten or twelve days which followed 
the commencement of the proving (first), there appeared, on differ- 
ent parts of the body, a number of red blotches, tolerably regular 
in outline, oval or circular, prominent, and covered with little 
scales, of a Silvery white ; in short, resembling psoriasis. There 
were a few on the posterior surface of the arm?, but they were moat 
abundant on the anterior surface of the legs ; they itched violently, 
especially in the evening. Friction removed the little scales, which 
were rapidly reproduced ; remained a few d^s, then fell off agiun 
from the scratching induced by the itching. This eruption lasted a 
month and a halt As it disappeared, and the scales ceased to be 
reproduced, the skin at the place of each blotch became pale, red or 
yellowish. It wonld be impossible to mistake the character of pso- 
riasis in these symptoms. Were they pathogenetic or unconnected 
with the remedy."— (Peiif.) Aggravation of a moderate ptyriasis 
capitis, of several years standing ; morning and evening, especially^ 
the itching is intolerable, and the comb brings away a great 
quantity of h^r (second proving). (Dr. P. doubts whether this 
was a drug symptom, as the pityriasis was constitutional with him^ 
Sensation Tike flea-bites in different parts for several days; a red, 
slightly prominent patch, covered with little white scales, and itch' 
ing violently, on the interi&r surface of the right arm, near the 
axilla ; a red, oval, prominent patch, as large as a five-cent piece, on 
the internal surface of the left arm, exactly like a patch of psoriasis, 
eovei-ed with silvery scales, falling off, and renewed again every 
few days, itching violently especidly in the evening. 

With very commendable frankness Dr, Petit offers the 
following ; 

Rejiaeks, — " We have seen during my first proving, an erup- 
tion like psoriasis appeared oa my lower lirabs. Although, of an 
eminently psorio conatitntion, manifested in childhood by tempo- 
rary enlargements of the cervical lymphatics, chilblains, catarrhal 
inflammation of the eyelids, etc., and in adult life by symptoms 
resembling, at one time, the commencement of tabei-eular consump- 
tion, and which only yielded to homteopathic treatment, it was 
nevertheless th^ first occasion in which I had been affected with aa 
eruption of this nature. It continued for a month and a half. In 
the second proving, subaequeutly instituted a few months after, 
there was no erupLion. But in the third, tive mouths afterwards, 
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two patches appeared on the internal surface of each arm. Four 
years alterwards, while an intsme at the Moapice de la Salpetrikre, 
and brought every morning in contact ^ith some hundred patients 
affected with itch, I was seized with a general psoriasis^ which 
lasted more than a month, without being in the least affected by 
any medicament, and only yielded, at the end of three or four 
weeks, to the alternate use of manganum and nitfic acid. Every 
year wnce has been mai-ked by the appearance of two or three 
patches of psoriasis. Quite recently I again proved the I^iiphar i, 
and in less than a fortnight the patches of psoriasis appeared on all 
sides. * * * What conclusion shtdl we draw from 
these facta? Did the Ni^har act three times in suocession to pro- 
duce the eruption ? Or cTid it simply act by awaking the patholog- 
ical susceptibilities of the economy, and depressing the vital func- 
tions, and thus favor the appearance of the disease ? Or is the 
whole thing a mere coincidence ? I shall willingly adopt the latter 
conclusion as the wiser one, until further provings, and an extended 
clinical experience shall have thrown more light upon the subject." 

This conclusion does honor to his judgment. Let further pro- 
Tings on healthy persons be made. 

Head- — ^Pressive headache in the forehead and temples, ceasing 
in the open air ; boring p^n in ti-ansitory attacks in the left anterior 
part of the forehead, in the evening; dull, or teasing pains, some- 
times in the forehead, at others in the whole upper part of the 
head ; heaviness in the whole head, in the middle of the day; dull, 
deep laocinations behind the left frontal eminence ; dull pain in the 
left anterior central lobe ; very painful, bruising, shaking in the 
brain at every step when walkuig ; dull pain and sensation of pain- 
ful weight in the orbit all day, in the right anterior cerebral lobe, 
and right side of the occiput; painful heaviness in the orbit, at the 
base of the brain-*— a very frequent symptom since the beginning of 
the proving; lancinations in the left anterior part of the brain; 
■Weight in the temples in the morning, 

, ,, Cunical Rbmabks. — The pains about the orbital regions are 
peculiar. Dr. P, is of the opinion that its action is deep, direct and 
primary on the nervous centers. 

Eyes. — Dull pain, and sensation of weight in the orbit ; discol- 
ored eyes, (arouTid the eyes f H.) (For other symptoms of the 
orhil, see Mead.) 

Face. — l^'ace pale ; discolored eyes ; though otherwise as well as 
usual. 

fiastrlc and Intestinal Symptoms. -Sweetish taste several times a 
day; sense of weakness; slightly painful over the whole anterior 
surface of the stomach; soft. stool, preceded by some colic, for sev- 
eral days ; diarrhoj^c stools, morning and evening, preceded by 
violent colic pains in the rectum ; six stools from 8 p. m., to 6 a, m.; 
diarrhfeaje stool during the day, after breakfast and another after 
dinner ; yellow diaiThtea, eapeciaJly in the morning, for three days, 
five or six stools a day, without colic or epigastric trouble, except 
at times a sense of weakness in the epigastric region ; the stools 
are always more numerous toward five or six o'clock, a, m. ; 
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emission of flatuiciicc in evening, with wind colic ; smarting, and 
turning paia at tlie anus, after every stool; stitches, as from 
neediee, in the rectum. 

CtiNicAi. Remakes. — " In the ohronological order of the symp- 
toms, those wliich are seated in the digestive organs do not com- 
mence until a number of days after the disturbance has been mani- 
fested in the nervous functions. Their seat, so far as can now be 
judged, is in the lower part of the digestive canal. Thus the pains 
which accompany or precede the stools, are principally seated in 
the reotmn. The appetite is not at ail disturbed, stilt the strength 
is not renewed, natrition languishes, the faoe becomes pale, the eyes 
dark colored. The stools are sometimes soft, generally langciid, 
yellow, most frequent between four and six o'clock, a, m. It is 
indicated in acute or chronic cases of entero-colitis., when the 
aggravation takes place, in the early morning, and generally in 
oases where there is depression of the virile fanotione."— (ZV. 

Case 1, — "M, B., <xt. twenty-eight, had had a morning diar- 
rhcea for three months. He had to rise every moi-ning towards five 
o'clock, several times foi- this purpose of going to stool — never any 
colic Biyonia and Sepia, did no good in a fortnight ; the diar- 
rhcea continued of the same character, and the slightest error in 
diet ."Aggravated it. Ntiphar cured it rapidly. — (lb.) 

Cass 2, — "M. Lonis B., ce(. twenty-one, Professor of Literature, 
had scarce returned from the country, towards the end of last 
autumn, when he was taken with a morning diarrhtea, with colic. 
Between four and six, a, m., he had two or three stools, and com- 
monly one in the evening. This state had lasted eight days. After 
first dose of Nuphar, taken at night, the diarrhtaa ceased." 

Case S. — "M. li^mt. forty-three, musician, had sufiered three 
years from entero-colitis, contracted by excesses at the table, and 
venery, and domestic troubles. He had exhausted the resources of 
the old school, and of quackery, without benefit ; and when he 
consulted me, towards the end of last November, he presented the 
following case:~Appetite good, sometimes excessive; frequent 
regurgitations of an acrid and corrosive taste; digestion ^ow; 
colic and rnmblmg every night, awakened several times .from five 
to seven, every morning, to go to stool, which was liquid or soft, 
yellowish, and either sour or fcetid ; the least excess, of any kind, 
producBd an aggravation of this state, and generally obliged him 
to remain in bed for a day or two — ordinarily he was enabled to 
attend to his affairs ; his sleep was agitated ; beat in the palms of 
his hands; frequent pulse; at times a dnll pain in the left renal 
region, which was sensitive to the touch. From the first doses of 
Mupha/r he derived more benefit than he had previously experi- 
enced from any treatment, and in two months he was well." — (lb.) 

Case 4.— "M, D., a jeweler, cei. thirty-three, had had a diar- 
rhcea for a fortnight, which obliged him to get up several times for 
stool, towards five or six, a. m. He had no colic, but experienced 
burning at the anus, together with general depression. The diar- 
rhcea ceased from the seoond day."~(-?6.) 
39 
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Case 5. — " M. B., (et. thirty-seven, wood carver, Consulted me 
on the 26th of May, He had been sick for three months. His 
tongue waa white, moutii pasty, and his stomach the seat ot a 
painfnl sensation of weariness ; digestion slow. He had wind colic, 
principally early in the morning, with liquid or soft, sour-smelling 
Btool. For several yeai'a the virile functions had been badly per- 
formed; he had tolerable frequent pollutions during sleep; con- 
stant itching of the scrotum and perineum ; small desire for coitus ; 
infrequent and feeble erections; the diarrhoBa, colic, digestive 
troubles, and general weariness, were aggravated on the day suc- 
ceeding sexual connection. I prescribed N^uphar, and eight days 
after the first consultation, the patient not coming to visit me, one 
of his friends told me he was better." — {lb!) 

This remedy has much resemblance to Iris v., in the character 
of the intestinal symptoms, and also the seminal emissions, but is 
not so active and intense in its action. 

Vrlno. — The urine deposits a copious, reddish sand, which 
adheres to the vessel. 

fieneratlve Organs of Men-— Diminution of lascivious thoughts 
and the sexual inclination for ten days ; opposite efiecta during tha 
succeeding days; complete absence of sexual desire; penis con- 
tracted ; scrotum relaxed ; entire absence of erections and sexnal 
desires; the voluptuous ideas which fill the imagination, do not 
cause erection; lancinations in the right testicle; dull, transitory 
pain in the right testicle for several days in snccession ; a similar 
pain at the extremity of penis, right side ; severe lancinations in 
left testicle, with pains in extremity of penis, left side; an interne 
en phammcie, of the hospitals of Paris, took for several days a 
quantity of tincture of this drug, and remained for two months 
without perceiving either propensity or power of performing the 
generative act. 

CuNicAi, Kemabks, ei«.-— Nuphar possesses a remarkable 
power of modifying the vital forces, particularly in the matter of 
the generative functions, as was already known to the ancients. 
{Dioseorides, PUny, etc.) This action is exhibited in depressed 
phenomena, more and more marked, and lasting sometimes aa long 
as thirty days. The reaction then commences, and proceeds, but 
with considerable slowness. 

Case 1, — Having administered a dose of Nuphar 6th dil., for 
several evenings in succession, to a patient convalescing from 
typhoid fever, whose feeble state was aggravated by nocturnal 
emissions, these latter diminished in number li-om the first day, and 
gradually disappeared. 

Case 2. — Grave the drug to a man who, for nine years, had had 
involuntary seminal losses, during sleep, at stool, and when urina- 
ting, with complete absence of erections. He was pale and languid, 
and had been treated io vain^ for several months, by Opium, 
Quinine, etc. The first evening he had violent beadaohe, accom- 
panied by vertigo, as if from intoxication, extending into a part of 
the night; with soreness, nausea, epigastric pains, abd bitter 
momh ; the next [uoruing general bruised leeljng, as if it had been 
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beaten with a club. {There is a connection between these pains, 
and the bruised paina produced by N'uphar in the brain and 
tboi-ax, which are sensibly aggravated by the shock of every step. 
(P.) During the following evenings, the patient, who was taking 
the remedy twice a day, experienced heaviness in the head, vertigo, 
as if from intoxication (similar, he declared, to those he had teit 
while taking opium), and bitterness in the mouth. For a month he 
took the Mipnar, at two different times. His paleness diminished, 
■his general weakness disappeared by degrees, and his digestive 
functions took a new start. At the same time the pollutions 
ceased, erections came on, accompanied by a decided propensity for 
the generative act, and before the thirtieth day of the treatment 
he was able to satisfy it with success, and without fatigue." — [P.) 

Thorax.— Painful sensation behind the sternum when running, aa 
though the subjacent organs were violently shaken. 

BacS and Kxtremltlos. — Deep, dull pain at the lowest part of 
the left lumbar region, and in the posterior superior part of the 
external iliac fossa j it coincides with a similar, but not constant 

fiain in the internal iliac fossa of the same side; weakness of the 
imbs in the evening. 



PHYTOLACCA DECANDRA. 

(FoUe.) 

Thia plant is indigenous, growing in nearly all parts of the 
United States, in fence corners, and cleared land not under cultiva- 
tion. The root is collected in November, cut in slices and dried in 
the sun; the leaves are gathered just before the bemea ripen, 
and the berries when fully ripe. An active principle termed 
I'hytolaccin has been obtained from the root, and is much used in 
place of the tincture, or pulverized root. The tincture should be 
made with purified alcohol, from the green root — the dried root 
tincture is comparatively inert. Phytolacca is asserted to be 
enjetic, cathartic, alterative and discutient. It acts as an emeto- 
cathaitie, and exhibits some acro-narcotio powers, such as impaired 
vision, vertigo and drowsiness. In over doses it is said to cause 
excessive vomiting and purging, with great prostration, and, 
occasionally convulsions, "While the most prominent effects of 
Phytolacca appear to be produced on the stomach and bowels, the 
skin, the nervous system, and the urinary and genital organs of both 
sexes share largely in its influence. When given to animals in large 
doses it produces, vomiting, purging, bloody stools, perspiration, 
drowsiness or stupor, cough, tremors, convulsive motions, increased 
urination, and distention of the abdomen. The flesh of wild 
8 and other birds which eat the berries, acquire a highly red 
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color, a disagreeable flavoi', and is destitute of adipose s 
and in some instances whole families have been eseessiveiy purged 
by eating game which has fed upon these berries, althongh childrea 
frequently eat the beriiea without any bad consequences. Phyto- 
lacca has been snccessfully used in veterinary practice, for discussing 
tumors, fistulous nleers, and in a disease called ' yellow water.' " — 

iTi-ans. Amer. Ins. Horn) The Phytolacca is an analogue of 
lercury. Iodide of Potash, Iris versicolor. Podophyllum, Arsenicitm, 
and other drugs. It is a little ati'ange that a vegetable remedy 
should be so analogous in its action to the Iodide of Potash ; one 
symptom is quite notable — the loss of adipose tissue in birds which 
have eaten of the berries. Kali hyd. has this power of causing 
absorption of adipose in a great degree ; so afao both are asefnlin 
periodical, mercui'ial, and so-called syphilitic rheumatism. 

Two provings are here given, (one found in the Trans. Amor. 
Inst, of Horn. Vol. II. ; the otber lately made by Dr. W. li. Burt) : 
deneral Symptoms.— Many of the symptoms, especially those 
about the head and throat, are better after breaktast, while tlie heat., 
and many of the abdominal symptoms are worse in the afternoon ; 
dryness of the fauces, most in the morning ; some of the abdominal 
symptoms diaap])ear in the night ; the symptoms of the chest are 
worse alter midnight, better in the afternoon, and most of them on 
the right side; thepaina in the head are cbieflyin the forehead, 
and worse after dinner; dullness, giddiness and vertigo; the 
prominent feeling in the eyes is that of smarting ; the symptoms of 
the eyes and eyelids are worse in the morning, but the vision is worse 
in the evening ; increased sense of hearing, the right ear is most 
affected ; sensation of a lump in the throat ; the symptoms of the 
stomach, throat, and month are worse in the moraing. The first 
appearance of the pain in the right hypochondrium was in the 
afternoon, but afterwards it was always worse before daylight in 
the morning ; griping pains without diarrhosa ; pain in the left iliac 
region ; the symptoms of the lower estremities are worse in the 
afternoon; the pains ai'e sometimes followed by itching and 
burning; the pains shoot inwards and upwards; transitory pains. 
Many of the symptoms are attended with heat; neuralgia in the 
perimeum in the middle of the night ; the congh is worse towards 
morning ; sudden translation of internal pains to the extremities. 
During one of the prbvings, the symptoms of the eyes became so 
severe, that Sulphur was taken as an antidote, and aU the subsequent 
symptoms appeared on the left side. — [Trans. Amm: Ins. Horn.) 

Great prostration accompanying the vomiting and purging; much 
debility.— (iV. £urt.) 

Mucous IKembranes. — This medicine appears to act as virulently 
upon mucous tissues as Mercury, and the preparations of Potash. 
Like them it appeal's to cause something like false membranes 

(throat), and severe ulceration and inflammation in the intestines, 



Muscular Tissne, — It seems to exercise a marked influence over 
this tissue. It causes muscular pains (myalgia) and rheumatic 
symptoms, and has been found very nseful in the latter disease. No 



>stsd by Google 



PnYTOLACCA DECANDRA. 309 

remedy is more popular in domesticuae, for chronic rheumatism, 
than a rude tinctureof the ripe berries in whisky. I have observed 
several marked cures of obstinate cases from its use. "Tiie extract 
of the root is an excellent remedy for the removal of those severe 
pains attending mevcurio-syphilitio affections (ostea-copus), m wbich 
it is more beneficial than Opium." — (Ming.) This would seem to 
indicate that it affected the periosteum. 

ffei'TOas Tissue.— The Phytolacca has been known to cause 
convulsigns in men and children. Dr. Burt's experiments on animals 
elicited many convulsive symptoms. According to Dr. King, it 
causes "a tingling and prickling sensation over the whole auri'ace." 
In its pathogenesis we found many neuralgie pains, which are clearly 
distinguished from the myalgie. No post-mortem examinations 
have been made of men or animals — poisoned with this plant — 
with sufficient accuracy to point out the pecutiai- pathological 
conditions it causes. 

Yuscular Syste>m. — Heart, Fever, etc. — Neither of our provings, 
coDtiun any mention of the effects of Phytolacca upon the vascular 
system. Ifind no "fever symptoms,'' and but one "heart Bymptom." 
"Occasional shocks of pain in the region of the heart; as soon as 
the pain in the heart ceases, a similar pain appears in the right 
arm.'' This is quite a valuable symptom, as It appears in some 
rhenniatio affections, and may indicate grave cardiac disease. I 
find no mention of its use in any form of fever ; it is quite probable, 
iiowever, that a remedy of saeli power will be found useful in some 
febrile diseases. (Enteric gastric, etc.) 

tHandnlar System. — It is esteemed very highly in glandular 
affections. In our pathogenesis we find the following symptoms : — 
"A very peculiar tension and pressure in tiie parotids; hardness of 
a gland on the right side of the neck ; suppuration of a tumor behind 
the right ear, with a discharge of matter and blood." Dr. Burt 
found the Phytolaecin to cause swelling and inflammation of the 
tonsils. Several homteopathie physicians, with myself, have found it 
useful in swelling and induration of glands ; il seems to have a 
specific affinity for the mammai-y glands (see " Generative Organs 
of Women''.) According to King, " the root excites the whole 
glandular system, and has been highly extolled in syphilitic, 
scrofulous, and cutaneous diseases. It ia said to hasten the suppura- 
tive process ; it has been used with alleged success in bronchooele. 
Cancer, Sclrroiu, Ulcers, etc— King says : "An inspissated 
juice of the leaves has been recommended in indolent ulcers, and aa 
a remedy in cancer.'' According to Coe : " Phytolaecin has been 
much employed in the treatment of carcinomitous affections. It is 
undoubtedly as efficient an alterative as can be safely employed in 
that disease; its beneficial effects are most apparent in cases of 
open cancer. The patient's system should be freely brought under 
its constitutional influence, and the dry Phytolaecin applied to the 
ulcer. The Phytolaecin applied either in the form of a paste with 
water, or in strong alcoholic tincture, has been found quite effectual 
in that species of cancer known as lupus, when used in the early 
stages." Other eclectic physicians advise the Phytolacca in old. 
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indolent, and fistulous lilcersi, both as an exteroal and internal 
remedy. I have found it fully equal to our best anti-psorics, in 
the treatment of old ulcers, even when of a syphilitic nature; in 
this reRpeot it is a congener of Silicia, Lachesis, Arsenicum, Kali 
hyd. Kali bichrom, and Sulphur. 

Skin- — A small boil behind the right ear ; suppuration of painless 
tumora; drawing in cicatrices; pustule behind right ear; a painful 
boil on the right side of the back; eruption of spots on the chest, 
of the size of lentils, elevated, with great itching. — [Trans. Amer. 
JHom. Ins.) 

We have a large amount of testimony from various sources, in 
relation to the curative action of Phytolacca in cutaneous diseases. 
^ng asserts its usefnlness, and advises an ointment of the pulver- 
ized root or leaves in psora, tinea capitis, etc., in connection 
with its interaat administration, Scudder says: — "In ringworm, 
scabies, shingles, etc., it may be regarded, almost in the light of a 
specific. At all events it has but few equals." Coe states that " Salt- 
rneum, itch, and other cutaneous eruptions have been cared with 
Phytolaccln ; it is to be employed not only internally but externally." 
With the country people it has considerable reputation for the cure 
of obstinate cutaneous diseases. It seems most successful in itch, 
psoriasis, and certain scaly diseases of the skin. An ointment is 
usually made by stewing the bruised root in lard ; this is applied 
several times a day. I have known this to cure an obstinate and 
disgusting disease of the scalp, resembling tinea. When the 
ointment or concentrated alcoholic tincture is applied to the 
healthy skin, it produces "burning and smarting pains," and may 
even cause inflammation, vesication, and ulceration. It would seem 
to act homceopathioally even when applied locally, like other 
eseharotics. Many homceopathic physicians value this medicine 
highly in the treatment of chronic skin diseases. It is to be 
regretted that we have no exhaustive proving with small and 
diffusible doses. I predict that it will prove a valuable anti-psoric 
as well as poly ch rest. 

S166P- — Yawning; frequent gaping in the daytime ; drowsiness; 
sleepiness; very wakeful atnignt; restless sleep at night; he lies 
on the stomach ; nausea on being woke out of sleep at night ; great 
inclination to sleep; sleep is very sound; restless at night from 
pain in the bowels ; awoke crying from a veiy sad dream. It is 
BEud to be Tiarcotie (aoio-narcotic) ; it will be indicated in the 
stupor which accompanies some diseases of the bowels, brain or 
typhoid fav&r. 

Sensorlum. — Sensation of soreness in the interior of the bead, 
deep in the brain ; dullness of the head ; Btnpefaction ; transient 
giddiness; vertigo with dimness of vision; head feels very light 
and hollow. 

Head' — Pains throughout the head ; aching; dull feeling in the 
head ; dullness, with the sensation of weight in the forehead ; dull 
pain in the forehead ; shght pain in the fore part of the head, with 
increased sense of hearing ; dull, steady, aching pain, principally in 
the forehead ; heavy aching pain about the forehead, alter dinner ; 
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aching pain along tlie lower half of the right orbit ; slight pain in 
the tuberositiea of the forehead ; headache, with Biekneas of the 
stomach from walking ; one-sided pain just above the eyebrows, 
with sitrkness of the stomach ; the pain is increased by looking 
down and by stooping; headache; slight fullness of forehead with 
constant gaping; heaviness in the head and especially in the 
temples) pain in the region of time and mirtbfulnesa, on the 
right side in the top of the head, and a sensation as if the brain 
were bruised, when stepping from a high step to the ground ; pain 
in the left temple, followed by burning in the skin iti the left region 
of time ; in the left region of combativeness ; cold in the head ; 
pressure in the temples aod over the eyes; in the temples ; in the 
forehead, alter dinner, in the glabella ; on forehead and upper part of 
both eyes, painful; on the temples and constrictive feeling at the 
prsecordia, like the feeling that precedes senrsicknesa ; slight pain 
across the forehead, with gaping ; sore pain over the head. Worse on 
the right side and in damp weather, as if an attack of sick headache 
were approaching j slight constriction across the forehead ; drawing 
sensation above the root of the nose ; drawing pain in the right 
temple ; moving transitory paina in various parts of ttte head, almost 
constantly, generally on one side at a time, hut more frequently and 
most severe on the riglit side ; shooting pain from the left eye to 
the top of the head, which passes off and returns at short intervals f 
heat in the head. — (Tram. Amer. Ins. Sbm^ Vol. II.) Dull, heavy- 
headache in the forehead—^ constant symptom ; sharp, shooting 
paiaa in right temple. — {Dr. Bwt.) 

Clinical Kkmajike. — Phytolacca promises to prove useful in 
some varieties of rheumatic, catarrhal, and nervous headache. It 
will probably be found useful in those terrible cephalalgias to which 
syphiUtic patients are liable. 

lyw.— Shooting pain from the left eye to the top of the head ; 
pressure in the eyes ; pressure around the eyes in the afternoon, as 
if the eyes were too large ; pressure over the eyes ; some painful 
pressure on the upper parts of both eyes and forehead ; burning 
and smarting sensation in the left eye with gi-eat flow of tears ; 
sensation in the eyes like that caused by hoi-se-radish ; smarting in 
the left eye; sandy feeling in the eyes; itching at internal oanthi 
of the eyes, very severe, which caused the application of the finger 
to rub the eye — the ball became very painful from the slightest 
pressure; sensation as if a grain of sand were lodged under the 
left eyelid, cansin:' a secretion and flow of tears from that eyej 
smarting in the in^eraal canthi of both eyes, but woree in the left 
one, and very much aggravated by gas-light in the evening ; feeling 
in the eyes and nose as if a cold would come on; soreness on closing 
the eyelids; reddish-blue swelling of the eyelids, worse 'on the loft 
side and in the morning; cannot close the eye without pain all the 
forenoM, better in the afternoon; agglutination of the eyelids 
during the night ; flow of tears all the time from the eyes, relieved 
in the open air; photophobia in the morning; dimness of sight ; 
long-sightedness. — {Ti-atis. Amtr. Iits. Vol. II.) 

Great smarting in the eye^ and lids— (constant symptom); dull. 
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Aeawy, aching paina in tJie eyeballs, aggravated tiy motion, light, 
and especially by reading ; sensation as if there waa a featlier over 
the sight; eyes agglotinated every morning. 

Clinical R.ei{4b£s.— — The Phytolacca has a large number of 
symptoms of a prominent and suggestive character, relating to 
the eye, and affectiog its various tissues ; it is eminently indicated 
in rheumatic, catarrhal, scrofulous, mercurial and even syphilitic 
opththalrnia. I have used it with success in one case of rheumatic 
pain in and about the eye, and another of chronic conjunctivitis 
■with granulation. In the"Chic£^o Medical Examiner" is found 
the following mention of the curative virtues of Phytolacca in 
Granfdar Oonjitnctivitis. Although from allopathic sources, the 
testimony is worthy our consideration. In this case as in all others, 
the pathogenesis of the medicine proves its homo30pathicity to the 



Dr. 0. S. Fenner, of Memphis, Tenn., in the N". A. Med. 
Chirurg. Review, January, 1857, highly extols the efficacy of the 
Phytolacca in preventing relapses of inflammation in granular lids . 
"Regarding," he says, "theae exacerbations, accompanied with 
circamorbital pain, aorenesa in the periosteum and scalp, as of 
rhenmatic origin, about two years ago, I was induced to try the 
poke, from its well-known efficacy in rheumatic inflammations, and 
the result has far exceeded my most sanguine expectations. "With 
the aid of this remedy, I have been enabled to efiectually care 
cases of granular coniuctiva, that, without it, would have resisted 
all my efiorts; indeed, with me it has almost proved a specilio for 
the exacerbations attending this complaint. Patients fully under 
the influence of the Phytolacca, oflen expose themselves, and take a 
eevere cold, without affecting the eyes in the least. I use the root 
in the form of a strong decoction or tincture, and give it in large 
enough doses to produce fulness of the temples and head; I have 
not yet seen a severe recurrence of acute inflammation in this 
disease, where the patient was kept fully under the influence of 
the Phytolacca." 

An allopathic physidan claims to have effected several cures of 
jistula laarymalis, with Phytolacca. I cannot And the paper which 
makes mention of it in such' cases, and therefore the manner in 
■whichit was used, is not known to me. But, as in granular con- 
junctivitis, it was probably used topically and internally. 

Bars. — Shooting pain in the right ear, very quick ; pain in both 
ears, worse in the right one ; inltation in one of the eustachian 
tubes ; a sensation of obstruction in the left eustachian tube, with a 
rushing sound in the ear of the same side, and a feeling as if the 
heaving were doll, while at the same time it is sensitive to the most 
minute sounds ; increased sense of hearing with pain in the fora- 
head.— {TVaMs. Amer. Inst. Mom., Vol. II.) 

Sose. — Drawing sensation above the root of the nose; feelingin 
the nose and eyes as if a cold would come on; cold in the head; 
stoppage of the right nostril; coryza; flow of mucus from one 
nostril while the other is stopped ; discharge o( muone from one 
nostril at a time, sometimes one and sometimes the other; total 
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obstruction of the nose when riding, so ttat one is forced to breathe 
altogether through the mouth, and cannot relieve himself by blowing 
the Bose.— (Trans. Amer. Jnat. Horn., Vol. IT.) 

Clinical IIe;m4bks, — ^Peraona engaged in pounding or grinding 
the root are generally affected with symptoms like severe coryza. 
Even those engaged in making the second and third tritorationa of 
Phytolaccin are similarly affected. It ia a poitferful irritant to the 
nasal mncous membi-ane ; it is indicated in acute and chronic nasal 
catarrhs; in ozsena, and syphilitic nlceration of the noao. It has 
cured a small cancer on the aire of the nose. 

Face. — Palenesss of the face ; heat in the face after dinner ; heat 
on the left side of the face in the afternoon ; heat with redness of 
the face, and a sensation of fullness about the head, and coldness of 
the feet ; eruption on the upper lip, left side ; aching pain along the 
lower half of the right orbit, — {Trans. Amer. Inst, of Som.) 

OnMiCAL Remakes. — The inspissated juice of the berries, 
applied to cancerous or sein-ous tumors, and ulcers of the face and 
lips, has effected cures of such ulcers, etc. It has been found 
useful in prosopalgia and rheumatic pains in the bones (periosteum) 
of the face. 

Hoat1i7 Teeth, and Tongue.— Small ulcers on the inside of the 
right cheek, like those caused by mercury ; tenderness and heat in 
the roof of the mouth and on the tongue ; flow of saliva into the 
month ; mouth fills with water; the saliva ia yellowish, and has a 
metallic taste; dryness of the palate in the morning ; swelling of 
the soft palate ; alight feeling of smarting and coldness towards 
the tip of tongue. Shooting pains in the molar teeth of the 
Tipper and lower jaws of Wie right side; disposition to bite the 
teeth together; irresistible inolination to bite the teeth together. 
— (T^ans. Amer Ins. of Som.) Tongue feela rough, with blisters 
on both sides, and a very red tip; great pain in the root of the 
. tongue when swallowing ; teeth all ache, and are very sore, and 
feel elongatod (the same symptoma were caused by Fhytolaccin-^ 
metallic taste in the month. — {Dr. Burt.) 

Clinical Rbmabkb. — Some of the symptoms of the medicine 
strongly resemble those of Mercury, even to the metallic taste, 
and soreness of the teeth; it has been used with benefit in 
mercurial ptyalisim, and mercnria! pains of the teeth ; it is indi- 
cated in inflammation (rheumatic) of the gums, and buccal cavity ; 
rheumatic odontalgia, ulceration of the buccal cavity, and various 
forms of sore mouth are amenable to its action, 

Fharyns and ffisopliagug. — Sensation in the pharynx like that 
caused by eating choke-pears ; pressing pain in the right side of the 
throat ; sore throat, and swelling of the soft palate in the morning, 
with a thick, white, and yellow mucus about the fauces, after the 
removal of which the throat feels better, and still better after 
breakfast; soreness of the throat, and a feeling when swallowing 
saliva as if a lump had formed there ; the same sensation is felt 
on turning the head to the left side; the throat feels very dry and 
sore, especially on swallowing in the afternoon ; general soreness 
of the posterior fa,uces, and apparent extension of the in' 
40 
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ioto one of tlie eiistaeliian tubes; roiighcess in the pharynx; 
unpleasant sensation of dryness in the pharynx towards morning, 
which makes him coagh ; great dryness of the throat ; dryness of 
the throat on going to bed ; dryness in Ihe throat, worse in the 
morning; sensation of dryness of a spot in the fauces on the left 
»de in the morning, continuing until after breakfast. — (7¥ana. 
Am&r.Ijis.o/ Horn.) Great dryness of the throat; roughness in 
the pharynx (constantly) ; sensation as of a lamp in the throat that 
causes a constant inclination to swallow ; sensation as if an apple 
core had lodged in the throat ; great congestion and swelling of 
the soft palate and tonsils ; the right tonsil ia half as large again 
as the left ; both are of a very dark red ; feeling as if a ball of red 
hot iron had lodgedin the fauces, and whole length of the (esopha- 
gus, when swallowing ; the pain was so great that I could eat 
nothing bat fluids for two days, constant choking sensation ; rough- 
ness and i-awnesH of the throat; tonsils and palate congested, and of 
a dark purple color; great pain in root of tongue, fauces, eta, 
from Phytolacca and Phytolaccin ; {Br. JBurt.) 

Clinical Remabks. — One of the moat prominent symptoms 
observed in all cases of poisoning with Phytolacca, is "inflamma- 
tion of the fauces ;" it seems to have a decided affinity for these 
tissues. Dr, Bnrt wrote me during the time he was proving the 
drag, that it would certainly prove a valuable remedy in diphtheria, 
and his prediction has been verified. A few weeks after his 
provings Dr. Burt had an opportunity of testing the virtues of 
Phytolacca in that disease. He reports the iollowiug cases for the 
" Investigator, Vol. I, p. 30 .' 

"Miss. B., let twenty. November 8th had a severe chill at 
night, with great pain in the back of the head, back and limbs, fol- 
lowed with fever and sore throat, lotb, was called to see her; 
found her suffering very much, with great headache; worse in the 
back pait; back and limbs aching femulSy; both tonsils very much 
swollen, and covered with a grayish pseudo-membrane ; tongue 
very red at the tip, coated white ; great prostration ; cannot stand ; 
if she rmses up in bed, she immediately fiunts away. Prognosis 
unfavorable. Gave Phytolacca, four drops at a dose every hour, 
and a gargle of tjie same between. Morning, decided change for 
the better. Continued the same treatment for three days, when the 
felse membrane came off, and the fifth day discharged her cured. 
She took a large spoonful of beef tea every two hours. She had 
no other remedy. It was remarkable to see how quickly the 
fever abated under its influence, 

"Mrs. B,, set. thirty-one, November 16th.— Throat commencod 
to feel sore in the morning, followed by high fever all day; right 
tonsil veiy much swollen ; at noon commenced to see white, sub- 
stance forming on the tonsil. I vaa called 10 j?. M. ; found the right 
tonsil covered completely with a white pseudo-membrane; fauces 
and soft-palate very much inflamed ; deglutition almost impossible; 
loss of appetite ; great frontal headache ; bowels moved every two 
hours, with severe pain in the umbilical region ; great prostration; 
vertigo is so great that she cannot walk. Pulse 127, eofi. Gave 
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Phytolaooa, four drops avery hoar, and a gargle of the same every 
houi', oonsist'mg of fifty drops in a tumbler of water. 18th.— Very 
much better; pulse 100; throat does not feel near as sore; false 
membrane beginning to eome off; back and limbs ache but slightly; 
hoadaohe neai'ly gone; continued same treatment three days. 
DisolLirged her cured. The diarrhcea stopped the second day. 

" Miss. H. set., twenty-five. December 3d. — Had a severe chill 
in the night followed by high fever and sore throat. Took Aconite 
and Belladonna all day, but continued to get worse. Midnight I 
discovered patches of pseud o -membrane on the tonsils ; she com- 

filained most bitterly of the back of her head and neck ; back and 
imbs aching. Pulse 120; bowels costive; loss ofappetite. Gave 
Phytolacca, three drops every houi-, with a gargle of the same 
between. 4th, noon. — Feeling bettei-; continued the same treatment. 
5th. — No fever; feeilng quite well, but thinks her throat is more 
sore; both tonsils are swollen and covered in patches with false 
membrane ; continued the same treatment, giving six drops at a 
dose. 6th, — Feeling a great deal better ; pseudo-niombrane is off of 
the tonsils ; continued same remedy every two hours for two days, 
■when I discharged her, cured. 

"A. Snyder, at. thirty-nine. November 10th. — ^Throat commenced 
to feel sore, with severe headache; back and limbs aching severely. 
1 1th, — Was called to attend him, and found the following symptoms: 
Throat very sore; both tonsils covered with a grayish pseudo-mem- 
brane, soft and swollen; palate and fauces violently inflamed; 
deglutition impossible; severe frontal headache; back and limbs 
achuig severely ; high fever; pnlsel2S; delirious at times ; bowels 
costive; has not slept through the night. Ordered fat salt 
pork to be put around his neck ; beef tea every two hours, and 
gave Phytolacca every half hour; four drops at a dose, with a 
gargle of the same. 13th. — ^Decided change for the better; pulse 
ninety-eight ; head, back and limbs do not ache so hard as thoy did 
yesterday ; throat feeling very sore, but the false membrane does 
not seem to be spreading ; continued the Phytolacca every hour. 
13th. — Feeling much better; pseudo-membrane commencing to fall 
off, leaving great holes in the tonsils, that bleed a httle ; continued 
same treatment. 14th. — Pseado-meiubrane all off; tonsils are very 
much swollen, and look very red and ragged; continued the Phyto- 
lacca for three days, once in two hours, when I discharged him 
cured. I have given the Phytolacca in two cases of children, and 
two in adults, where the pseudo- membrane was well formed (but 
there was not so rduch fever), with the same gratifying result. 
These are all the eases I have liad this fill!, and Phytolacca has 
cured every one of them, I believe there is no medicine in the 
Materia Medica to be compared to it in diphtheria, if the respira- 
tory organs are not involved. I had no cases where the air 
passages were involved, to know its effects." 

Other oases reported by Dr. Burt to the " American JTommo- 
pathie Observer," 

"Ml'. F. let. twenty-sis, Jan. 4th. 9 p.m. — Slight pain in the left 
tonsil when swallowing; rested well until 2 a. Mi awoke with a 
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Bevere frontal headache ; tack and legs aching very hard, with 
high fever and sore throat ; could not sleep any more ; 3 a, m., 
pulse 120 and very soft; bead, back and legs are aching violently ; 
throat very sore ; left tonsil very mnch swollen and covered with 
a grayish false membrane; right tonsil bas patches of the paeudo- 
metubraneon it; deigutition is almost impossible; great prostration; 
can stand up only a few moments at a time, it makea bim so Mnt 
and dizzy. Gave Phytolacca, four dosea every hour, witb a gargle 
of the same, coneisting of fifty drops in a tumbler of water. 5th.— 
Feeling very much better ; fever nearly gone ; bead, back and legs 
do not ache half as much as they did yesterday ; pulse 100 ; throat 
is feeling very sore ; left tonsil is very much swollen and still covered 
with the pseudo-membrane; the right one looks very red .with small 
patches of membrane on it ; deglutition almost impossible ; contin- 
ued treatment. 6th.— Feeling much better; pseudo-membrane is 
off from both tonsils ; they look very red, and the left one is still 
swollen; nofover; slight appetite ; continued treatment. 7th — 
Feeling quite well, but throat pains him when swallowing ; dis- 
charged cured. 

"Mrs. G. jet. twenty-one, nursing a babe. Jan, llth— Throat 
commenced to feel sore; had a very restless night. 12th, — Slight 
headache with, a severe pain in her back and legs ; very chilly all 
the time; throat very sore; both tonsils very much swollen, and 
covered in patches with a dark-colored pseudo membrane; degluti- 
tion very difficult; face very much flushed; great prostration; 
cannot sit up any, she is so feint and weak ;■ bowels regular. Gave 
Phytolacca, four drops every half hour, with a gargle of the same. 
13th, — Feeling very much better; fever all gone; back and legs 
do not ache any; throat is feeling very sore; tonsils very red and 
swollen, and covered in patches with the pseudo-membrane; 
deglutition is very painful. Continued same treatment once an 
hour. 14th.— -Feeling quite well; pseudo-membrane is off from 
both tonsils; there are large holes eaten into the tonsils; can 
swallow quite well. Continued same treatment every two hours ; 
discharged her cured the next day. The babe nursed her all the 
while, and did not take the disease. I attended a lady once before 
who nursed her babe through the disease, and it did not take it. 

"Mies, K. let. 9. Decanber 12th, — For the last two days has had 
a fever, with chills all the while; throat has been very sore, and is 
getting worse all the time; head, back and legs are aching con- 
stantly; pulee!130; very weak and soft; soft palate, and tonsils are 
violently inflamed and swollen ; both tonsils are covered with gray- 
ish psendo-membrane ; cannot swallow anything ; very weak ; 
cannot sit up; has not eaten anything for two days, neither can she 
be pureuaded to take aoy kind of nourishment. Gave Phytolacca 
two drops every hour; morning feeling a little better; pseudo- 
membrane looks about the same; conlinned treatment; morning 
feeling quite well ; false naembrane is all off, but the throat is feeling 
very sore; continued same treaim.ent one day more, and then 
discharired her cured. 

" Little Henry, let. i. For two days has had a little fever and 
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sore throat ; saya he is cold all the time; refuses to tiiko fooc! ; 
both tonsils are as large again as they ought to be, aud covered in 

f latches with a whitish false membrane ; pulse U8 ; very weak ; he 
ies on the lounge all the time. Gav6 Phytolacca, ten drops in a 
tumbler one-halt full of water ; cured in two days." 

A yonng lad was taken with diphtheria, and treated by an old 
school physician, and died. His sister, twenty-eight years of age, 
was taken with it, three days after, and treated by an eclectic, and 
died the fourth day. A yoaag lady who waited on them was taken 
down with it fonr days after the death of the sister. I was 
sent for, found her with a very sore throat, and the tonsils and soft 
palate covered with the false -membrane, of a greenish color ; both 
tonsils were twice as large as they ought to be ; neck was very 
stiff; poise I2S. She waa vei-y much frightened, was sure she 
would die ; hands and limbs trembled constantly. I tried to quiet 
her, and gave Eeliad. and Iodide of Mercury, every hour, in alterna- 
tion. Morning found her very mnch worse; left tonsil was swollen 
80 much that she could not swallow; fever the same; and still 
trembling, I gave one dose of Aconite, and then a gargle of a 
tincture from the green root of Phytolacca, every half hour, and 
gave internally about six drops of the same every hour. Remained 
with her through the day, and alt night ; morning, she was not so 
nervous, and the disease had not made any progress ; continued 
the same treatment; next day about the same; continued same 
treatment, but made it a little stronger. Morning, decidedly better, 
the pseudo-membrane looks as if it would soon drop off; continued 
same treatment. Morning, feeling quite free from fever, and about 
a quarter of the membrane has come off; she has a line, soai'Iet ernp- 
tion all over the body and limbs, but more on the legs than there 
is on the body; urine is albuminous; continued the same treatment 
every two hours. Morning, one tonsil {the right) is free from the 
membrane, but looks very raw, and burns a good deal ; continued 
the same. Next morning, felse-membrane ail gone ; swelling has dis- 
appeared eseepting the left tonsil ; continued Phytolacca. Tliia 
case was cured in a few days. Dr, Burt says he has succeeded with 
Phytolacca in thirty-two out of thirty-four cases of Diphtheria 
treated. 

Case of Scarlatina, with Diphtheritic complications reported, by 
Dr. Geo. F. Foster ; "I had an opportunity last week of trying the 
Fhytolacea dec, in a case of dipfathera, with better success as to 
time of curing patient than with Bdl. Tod. Merc. etc. 

The patient, in the room with a scarlatina patient, was taken 
sick ; high fever, headache etc, not complaining of throat for two 
days, when the child's mother told me she complained of her 
throat. I examined it and, suve enough, there was the trouble ; both 
sides covered with the membrane, with rash on the body, I stopped 
Aeon, and Bell,, and gave the Phyto. dua. (dnct. root), fifteen 
drops in one-third glass of water two teas-poonsfull at a dose every 
hour, with gargle of same, three drops to a glass of water . It was 
the quickest cure of the disease I ever made. 

Dr. G, C, Brown says: "I have been experimenting a 
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little with Phytolacca in enlarged tonsils, and so far have found 
it Tery beiieficial. In two eases they were bo mnch enlarged 
as to materialy interfere with deglutition, and had sui-faoe ulcers. 
Were speedily reduced by the use of Phytolacca, a few drops of 
the tincture in a tumbler of water ; a tea-spoonfnl every two hours." 

Dr. C. W. Boyce reports that he has found tlie Phytolacca 
xiniverBally beneficial in diphtheritic sore throats. 

Dr. Stearns, uses the thirtieth attenuation, of Phyto., in diph- 
thei'ia, with striking cavative results. 

ippetlte ana laste- — ^Taste like nuts in the mouth— bitter at 
first, but leaving a slight feeling of smarting aad coldness 
toward the tip of the tongue ; raging appetite ; hungry soon after 
eating; diminished appetite; the usual appetite remains, notwith- 
standing the nausea of the stomach. (Trarw. A. Jnat. Horn) 

Oastric SmptomS' — Eruelationa; eructations with spitting of 
water ; eructation, with flatus; violent pressure in the stomach on 
walking in the morning, with accumulation in the mouth — disap- 
pears alter rising ; constrictive feeling at the prsecordia, with pres- 
sure in the temples ; sickly feelmg in the stomach ; nausea on being 
awoke out of sleep in the night ; feeling of sickness, as if he would 
vomit; sickness of stomach accompanying the headache; vomiting, 
with but little distress in the stomach. (Trans. A. Jnst. Mom.) 

Sloinach- — Cutting in the pit of the stomach, and in the abdo- 
men ; teodemess to the touch of the pit of the stomach ; psnn in 
the region of the pylorus [Trans. A. I. JI.)\ eructations of air; 
eructations of sour fluid ; great distress in the stomach and bowels ; 
pains in the cardiac portion of the stomach, aggravated by a full 
inspiration and by walking; nausea with a very faint feeling; 
nausea with severe p^n in the umbilical region; slight nausea 
with profuse vomiting, without much pain attending it, but good 
deal of distress in the stomach; nausea and violent vomiting 
(in dogs). (Burt.) 

Clinical Remakks. — The vomiting caused by Phytolacca comes 
on slowly, preceded by nausea, much prosti-ation, and sometimes 
fainting and convulsions. When the vomiting does set in it is 
intense, thorough, and composed of bile, mucus, ingesta, worms, 
and even blood. This medicine ought to prove useful in a variety 
of gastric affections, and disorders of digestion. 

Mrer, Hypoehondrla- —Digging pain in the right hypochondrium, 
in the upper and lower portion of the liver, preventing motion; 
first felt at two o'clock in the afternoon, then every morning before 
daylight ; some soreness remaining through the afternoon and 
evening ; pain in the region of the pylorus; cannot lie on the right 
«de after midnight, on account of penetrating pain in the light 
hypochondrium; violent dull, pressing pain in the left hypochon- 
drium, in the evening, so that he cannot remain in the sitting pos- 
ture, he lies on the painful side all night and the pain is gone the 
next morning; *8orenesa and pain in the right hypochondriiun 
during pregnancy. (Trans. A. Inst. JTom.) 

CiiNicAL IIemaeks, — The Phytolacca is recommended in 
chronic hepatic disorders, also in diseases of the spleen. It 
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undoubtedly has some iufluenee over these organs, by virtue of ita 
tendenoy to irritate all glandular structures. It has cured " sore- 
ness and pain in the hypochondrium during pregnancy. 

Abdomen- — Boring pain to the left and a little above the umbili- 
cas, continuing bat a few minutes; deep-seated, but not severe 
pain, in the left iliac region ; neuralgic pain in the left groin ; cut- 
ting in the abdomen; griping p^, aa before a diarrhcea; griping 
al! day long, followed by the passage of offensive flatus; the gri- 
ping disappears in the night; sensation in the bowels, aa if a diar- 
rho3a would follow ; rumbling noise in the bowels ; frequent passage 
of wind downward. {Frans. A. Inst. Hofn.) 

Stool and Anns. — 'Constipation of long standing; hard stools; 
three stools dnring the day ; the first one is hard, and preceded by 
griping, and the others with pains moving about in the abdomen ; 
continual inclination to go to stool; mushy stool; diarrhcea atten- 
tended with a sickly feeling in the bowels, but no tormina or tenea- 
mus; copious discharges of bile irom the bowels; in the middle of 
the night, neuralgic pain shooting from the anns and the lower part 
of the rectum along the peiinseum, to the middle of the penis, fol- 
lowed iu a few minutes by a neuralgic pain in the right big toe. 
(TTans. A, 1. S.) Constant dull pain in the umbilical region, 
worse by motion; severe, colicky pains in the umbilical region; 
rumbling in the bowels, sometimes with desire for stool; burn-- 
ing distress in the umbilical region; bowels very tender on 
pressure, and pain severely when walking; stool natural; stool 
soft and mushy, with uttdigested food ^q it, sometimes with 
straining; stool of mncus, with straininif; dark, lumpy stoo!} 
soft papescent stool, followed by a very feint feeling; wind passes 
the bowels constantly, of a very fetid nature ; emissions of flatus 
relieves the pain in the bowels ; lo^ of appetite ; canine hunger ; 
vomiting of worms (in animals); pain in the left hypochondriac 
region when walking; loss of appetite ; hiccough with great incli- 
nation to vomit, but no nausea; nausea and violent vomiting (in a 
dog); great rambling in the bowels, with pairi in the umbilical 
region; great pain in precordial region, very much worse by walk- 
ing; great distress in the umbilical and hypogastric regions? ; stool 
soft and mushy; dark, papescent stools with undigested food if 
them; pain in the umbilical region with desii-o for stool. (-Bwrt) 
Toxicological effects, trachea and lungs filled with mucus ; stomach 
highly congested at the base; colon and rectum appear congested; 
liver highly congested ; kidneys appear very much congested. 

Clinical Keii:!a.bks. — ^The Phytolacca is an emeto-cathaitic. 
It causes many of the symptoms of a severe attack of cholera 
morbus. It is homoaopathio to some forms of eb<jlera, diarrhoea, 
dysentery, and hemorrhoids. In piles it has been found curative 
(by eclectics) in many cases, applied locally, and given internally. 
It is also hoiuteopathic to enteritis and colic. It has cured a case of 
" constipation of long standing." 

Urinary Organs.-^*TJrgent desire to pass water; copious noc- 
turnal ni'ination ; weakness, dull pain and soreness in the region 
of the kidneys, most on the right side, and connected with heat ; 
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8 down the ureters ; a chalk-like sediment in the urine ; a 
gurgling Bensation in the prostrate gland, v«peatedly in the after- 
noon; *pain in the regioc of the bladder, before and during urina- 
tion; *dark-red urine which stains the chamber of a mahogany 
color, and which ia hard to get oEE — Trans. Am. Ihst. Horn. 

The urinary secretion, was at first diminished, afterwards 
increased. The urine remained acid and became decidedly album- 
inoUs. The speoijte gravity became greatly increased. The bottle 
used to me.tsiire the urine became completely covered with a 
white deposit, about one-sixteenth of an inch thxaV.—JDr. Burt. 

Clinical Remarks. — The urinary symptoms in the original 
proving were quite notable, but those elicited by Dr. Burt, are 
really of great importance. The urine, under the usual tests, was 
decidedly albumninous. When we consider how important album- 
inaria becomes, in Saarlatina and Diphtheria, we can easily realize 
the full value of Phytolacca in those maladies. It is indicated in 
many renal and cystic disorders. 

Generative Organs of Meni— Complete loss of all sexual desire 
for two months; no erections during the whole proving; sexual 
organs unusnally relaxed, 

Oltnicai. Bicmarks. — It would seem quite homcBopathic to 
Impotence. It seems likely to prove a valuable remedy in Syphilis, 
although our provings do not bring out any objective symptoms. 
"The Cherokee Indians, is is said, used to dress the venereal sorea 
with the powder of the dried root; and some physicians aver that 
it will cure syphilis V)ithout the aid of mercury}^ If we are to 
credit the testimony of eclectic physicians, it has not only been 
found curative in primary syphilis, (chancre, etc.) but in secondary 
and tertiary syphilis, (ulcers, eraptions, thi-oat and nasal diseases, 
bone pains, etc.) "For the cure of syphilis, and mercurio-syphiUtic 
disorders, the Phytolaooin is quite eqaal to any other organic rem- 
edy. * * The severe pains attending tertiary-syphilis and mer^ 
curio-syphilitic complications are more effectually relieved by the use 
of this medicine, than by any other remedy."— ( Cos.) It is said to 
be particularly useful in oases of chronic and obstinate gonorrhcea 
and gleet. Dr. Small thinks highly of it in some forms of syphil- 
itic rheumatism, and I have foundit promptly curative in many of 
the conditions mentioned above. It has cured Orchitis. 

OeneratlTe Organs of Women. — "Metrorrhagia ; *menstruation 
too copious and too frequent; painful menstruation; violent pains 
in the abdomen during menstruation, in a barren female ; *leucor- 
rhcea ; 'inflammation swelling and suppuration of the mammffi.— 
[Trans. Amer. InsL Mom.) 

Clinical Remarics. — All the above symptoms are marked with 
the asterisk, in the. original proving. I have no means of ascertain- 
ing whether they were originally pure pathogenetic symptoms. 
The asterisk implies they were; but had been subataatiated by 
curative effects. The proving iu Symptomen codes, is not accom- 
panied by the name of any prover, or those physicians who con- 
tributed clinical notes. In the clinical observations I find the fol- 
lowing : " Being given in a case of chlorosis, when the leucorrfaoea 
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had been cured by Pulsatilla, it brought tbe leucoiTh<B;i back 
again." {Possibly ?) It always appeared sufprUin^ that eoleotio 
writers should say so little about the Phytolaeca in diseases of 
womea, I find uo mention of its use in that class of diseases, in 
King, Scudder, and others, yet the estenave range of action of the 
medicine preoludesthe.idea that it will not be fonad useful. 

la my estimation the sphere of actioa of Phytolacca is princi- 
pally upon (a) the glandular system, ,(b) the SBroas and fibrous tis- 
gncs, and (c) the mucous membrane. 

Phytolacca has a specific efioct uppn the thyroid and lAammary, 
also parotid, and other glands of the throat, and by analogy ought 
to act powerfttUy upon the oraries, and glands of the uteras (also 
the testes). Accordingly it ought to prove curative in ovaritis, aad 
other afieotions of the glands, such as .neuralgia, etc.; in uterine 
leuoorrhcea, or that variety which proceeds from the glandaiar 
portion of the cervix. Its powerful influence over .ulceration 
should make it curative in ulcerated oa-uteri, whether of a non- 
specific, or specific character. Finally, it should cure rheumatic 
. affections of the uterus. The metrorrhagia and frequent menstrua- 
tion mentioned above, may have proceeded from ulceration of the 
os; the dyamenorrbcea from rheumatic irritation, and the leucor- 
rhcfia may have had a glandular origin. In organic affections of 
the uterus, as tumors, cancer, soirrous, ulceration, I would strongly 
advise the Phytolacca, internally and locally applied, and its use 
peraevered in for some time. The action , of Phytolacca on thp 
mammary glands is specific and decisive. In No. 84, page 201, of 
the British Journal of Hopiceopathy, will be found an article from 
my pen, which covers this subject as much as the present state of 
our knowledge will permit. I would urge upon physicians to test 
its virtues in the .various diseases of the mammsB. Since the article 
was published, I have used it successfully in many cases of mam- 
mitis aa well as tumors and nodosities in these glands : 

" It is the intention of the writer to call attention to only one 
particular iise of this remedy; viz., in certain diseases of t/ie mam- 
mary glands. 

"The various writers on Materia Medica of the dpjninant and 
other schools not homceopathic, while they recognize its value in 
diseases of the glands, do not mention this particular sphere of its 
action. In the homteopathic proving above referred to we find the 
following: — 

. ^^ ' Ik/lammation, sicelli?iff, and auppwraHon^of the .mamtme.'' 
But I am not aware that this symptom, has eyerbeen put to prac- 
tical test by homffiopathists, with the exception of Dr. Hill, who 
recommends it in some diseases of the breast. (See SiU and 
SurtPs Sfwgen/.) My experience with the drug dates ba«k nearly 
fifteen years, before I had seen tbe proving referred to, or indeed 
any published statement of its value as a medicine. 

" When I was a student of medioiije in my father's office (he 

was then an allopath), a neighbor had a valuable cow, which, after, a 

clandestine connnement, was brought home from the woods with 

a most enorm.ously swollen udder. It was as hard as a stone, 

41 
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inteiisely hot, painful, and sensitive, and not a particle of milk could 
be drawn. In his anxiety the owner came into his office, and asked 
nay father to suggest something to discuss the swelling and engorge- 
ment. A dose of Epsom salts was administered, but after twenty- 
fom- hours the cow was worse than before. At this juncture an 
old woman of the neighborhood bronght in a piece of a large, 
white, succulent looking root, which she called scoke, and ordered 
the farmer lo cut a portion of it up finely and give the animal in 
some " bran mash." Another, the larger portion, was made into a 
decoction, and the cow's udder washed with it frequently. The 
effect was magical ! In less than twelve hours the milk could be 
drawn, the gland softened, and in a few days the morbid condition 
was removed. 

"This inddent was nearly forgotten until a few yoara after, 
when I was engaged in practice, and was baving trouble with mas- 
titis and at^cese of the breast in the ipei-sons of my patients. I 
found the remedies laid down in oor books notoriously and obsti- 
nately inefficient. In spite of Aconite and Belladonna in high and 
low attenuations, the inflammatory engorgement would nin on to 
suppuration. I then tried larger doses and other remedies, among 
which the Mali hyd. was most valuable; also topical application of 
Belladonna, Arnica, Iodine, etc., after the manner of the dominant 
school, and will give them the credit of preventing much suffering 
and deformity. But I determined on malting a trial of the virtues 
of;, the Phytolacca, and before I commenced its use, made inquiry 
among the farmer's of my acquaintances, and found to my gratifica- 
tion that it was considered a specific in all cases of inflammation 
and engorgement, " caking " of the udder of cows, and even 
mares. 

" Tho next case of engorgement of the mammse which came 
under my care was an aggravated one. Tho woman, the mother 
of several children, had had "broken breasts" with every confine- 
ment, and the cicatrices in the glands bore testimony to the truth 
of her assertion. About four days after delivery she had a. severe 
chill foUowed by some fever,. and in a few hours both mammse were 
hard, swollen, and painful. The child made ineffectual efforts at 
nursing, the nipples became very sensitive, and she was in much 
distress for fear of the inevitable sufferings apparently in store for 
her. Here ifras a case wherein to test the efiicacy of the Phy- 
tolacca. Ten drops of the first decimal dilution were administei-ed 
every hour, and a lotion was prepared by adding one-half oz. of the 
Uncture to one-half pint of warm water. This was applied con- 
stantly by means of folds of cotton cloth laid upon the breasts. In 
the course of the next twenty-four honrs I had the satisfection of 
finding some signs of resolution. The heat, pMu, and sweiling 
became less, and in a fewdays, with the aid of low diet, and care- 
ful extraction of the milk, the woman recovered with only a small 
abscess at the site of an old cicatrix, instead of extensive suppura- 
tion, as uBnal. Since that, time I have used it in very many cases, 
witli the same excellent results, and it is only in the severer forms, 
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accompaniod with erysipelatous inflummation, that I have had to 
resort to BeUaclonna iDtei'nally and esteriinlly. 

"But this Phytolacca is not only useful in simple aad inflamma- 
tory engorgement, causing rapid resolutions, but it is valuable in 
those cases where suppuration has already cotnmenoed. Here it 
reduces the inflammation, increases the activity of tlie absorbents, 
and will often condense an apparently large abscess into the small- 



"It is often the case that neglected or ill-treated mammary 

cess degenerates into ill-coaditioned, fistulous ulcers. In such 
cases I have seen tte best effects follow the judicious use of this 
remedy. 

" Case \. — A young woman, a primipwa, very corpulent, with 
very large mammary glands, was taken with chills and fever a few 
days after confinement. The family were poor, and lived a long 
distanoain the country; no physician was called, and nothing was 
properly done, but very improperly the breast was poulticed for 
nearly two weeks, when several large abscesses opened sponta- 
neously and discharged enormous quantities of unhealthy pus. Sis 
weeks afterwards she came to me for advice. The breast affected 
was a most loathsome sight, long, pendulous, distorted, the seat of 
several large fistulous ulcers, discharging a watery, fcetid, ichorous 
pus ; the gland was full of hard, pamful nodosities, of the bIbo of 
a walnut and larger. I suspended the breast by the application of 
long strips of adhesive plaster, placed in various directions across 
and around the gland, and prescribed ten drops of Phytolacca flret, 
four times a day; also a preparation of one-half oz. of the tincture 
to eight oz, of distilled water, to be thrown into the fistulous 
canals with a small glass syringe; this treatment, together with a 
better diet and a little wine, so much improved the case in a week, 
that but one small ulcer remained open ; and in a fortnight the 
treatment was suspended. The gland will never return to its 
nonnal condition, but will probably retain its irregular shape and 
knotty feel. 

" Case 2. — A. woman, aged 40, applied to me to be treated for 
what had been declared an " open cancer " of the breast. It 
originated one year previously afler the' birth of her seventh child, 
and was the result of a neglected abscess. The ulcer was an inch 
in diameter, gaping, angry, filled with unhealthy granulations ; a 
probe passed obliquely downwards until it reached a hard sensitive 
tumor about the size of a hen's egg ; the discharge was offensive 
and sanious. The case was treated by suspension and compression, 
and the use of Phytolacca as above. Cured in two weeks. 

"Many similar cases might be cited, but these will suffice, 
as they are good examples of the many cures made with this 
remedy. 

"It may here be mentioned, that the local application of this/ 
remedy is useful in cracked and excoriated nipples. It should be 
given at the same time internally. If the fissures are syphilitic in 
their origin, this remedy is still useful. I once treated a case of 
irritable tumor of the breast as described by Sii' Aslley Cooper. 
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It had been present seTeral years, and was very aensitivo and paiti- 
iii], most espedally at the menstrual periods; the pma extended 
down the arm of the affected side, and at times causing a sympa- 
thetic enlargement of a gland in the axilla. I administered Bella- 
donna, Coninm, Phoephoms, and Iodine, bnt withont any good 
resnlt, and the patient lefl me. A few months after, I learned to 
my intense mortification, that au old woman had cured it with a 
plaster of the inspissated juice of the berries of the Phytolacca. 
Since that occuri'ence I have treated several cases enceessfally with- 
the Phytolacca internally, giving the lowest dilutions, and some- 
times the mother tinctnre. In one case I permitted the patient to 
use a "salve" of the juice of the berries mixed with tautton 
tallow. This she applied constantly over the site of the tnmor. 
Whether it hastened the cure or not I cannot say, at least its appli- 
cation did no harm, although it seemed capable of causing some 
■vesications of the skin. 

"The same old lady above mentioned had quite a reputation for 
cnring " Canters," and with no other application, as I was assured, 
than the extract of Phytolacca. I have known the finely powdered 
root, when applied to fungous growths, have the effect of changing 
8nch abnormal into normal or healthy ulcers which soon healed, 

"I have found it useful in encysted tumors ; in recent indura- 
tions; and even in stivrous of the breast; nor should I be surprised 
if further ti'iais should show it to be useful in cancer of the 
mammse. 

" In those cases of iri'Itable mammfe where there is no swelling, 
induration, or tumor, only a painfulness at the menstrnal period, I 
have found it, specific in a few cases. The menses became more 
natural, and the pain in the mammce ceased. The qoestion here 
arises : Why will it not prove valuable in certain diseases of the 
testicles or the ovaries? When we consider the physiological 
relation tof the ovaries to the mammee, we should incline to predict 
it will found useful in many ovarian diseases," 

To the above article I would add, that the root is in general 
nse among dairymen in this conntry, to regulate any abnormality 
in -the milk of cows. If the milk be scanty, thick, watery, curdy 
(floeculent), or contains blood or pus, or becomes in any way unnatu- 
ral, they give the g^een root, or a decoction in small quantities, and 
the effect upon the milk is generally iavorable. This should suggest 
its use in abnoi-mal conditions of the milk in women, giving it in 
the lower dilutions. The higher might bo tried in some peculiar 
cases, 

larynx and Cough. — Tickling in the left side of the larynx, with 
hacking cough, and aching in the right side of the breast and great 
dryness of the throat ; sensation of roughness in the bronchia ; 
cough towards moraing, from dryness of the pharynx; dry- 
bronchia! cough, with the sensation of roughness and slight 
increase of heat in the trachea and bronchia ; hacking congh.— 
{Jh-ans. A. I. H.) 

Clinical Bbmabks. — It seems to be Dr, Burt's opinion that 
■when the diphtheria membrane invades the air passages, the Pliy- 
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toJa(;ca is of less value, or none at all, but this remains to bo 
proven. If it is specific to the ilisease, it may be curative of it, 
let it be located where it will. It ifc said to have been used in 
asthma, and chronic conghs, with benefit. 

Chest and Bespiration, — Shortness of hreath ; aching pain in the 
right side of the breast ; pain in the right side of the chest about 
the region of the nipple, passing through to the back, felt on taking 
a long breath, and on bending the shoulder backwards, better in 
the aiternoon ; pmn in the right side of the chest, so bad alter 
midnight as to prevent sleep, aggravated by lying on the right side, 
disappears after getting up in the morning; tenderness of the 
mnscfes of the chest, as if they were bruised ; occasional shocks of 
pain in the region of the heart, and as soon as the pain in the heart 
ceases, a similar pain appeai-s in the right arm.— {2Va«s. A. I. JT.) 

CuwrciL Reuabks. — Some eclectic writei-s suggest its use in 
pulmonary turberculosis, and analogy might suggest its use in uloer- 
ative diseases involving the lungs and bronchia, but we have no 
clinical records of its successful use in such cases. I found it bene- 
ficial in one case of intercostal rheumatium of several years' stand- 
ing. It ought to prove curative, as the symptoms indicate in some 
rheumatic and neuralgic affections of the thorax and heart. 

Back- — Pain in the lefl lumbar region, followed immediately^ by 
severe itching ; a lasting pain in the left shoulder-blade, as if from 
a blow ; an occasional sensation as if a small piece of cold iron 
■were pressed on the painful shoulder-blade ; sensatioh of weight 
and pressure on both shoulder-blades, as after carrying a heavy 
load ; stiffness in the right side of the neck, worse in bed, after 
midnight; a very peculiar pressure and tension in the parotids; 
hardness of the gland on the right side of the neck ; suppuration of 
a tumor behind the right ear, with a discharge of matter and 
blood; severe pain between the scapulas, when walking; constant 
dull, heavy pain in the lumbar and sacral regions, aggravated by 
motion ; the back is very stiff every moraing. — [Dr, liurt) 

Clinical Remabes. — It is indicated by the symptoms, and has 
proved om'ative in cases of "stiff neck," ^iMwSffl^o, and even spinal 
iiTilcUion. 

VppeP Bxtreml lies .—Dull aching pain and tenderness along the 
top of the right shoulder, along the superior edge of the trapezius 
muscle, increased by pressiiig upon the part and by contracting the 
muscle ; pain throughout the muscles of the left shoulder ; pain in 
the humeral insertion of the left deltoid mnacle; slight drawing 
pains in the right upper arm ; pain appears in the right arm after 
a similar pain ceases in the heart; tenderness in the outside of the 
left arm just above the elbow, when pi-essing upon it, and when 
extending the arm ; dull aching pain and excessive tenderness, as 
if from a braise in the muscles of the outside of the right upper 
arm, most severe for about two inches above the elbow, fel* partic- 
ularly when the part is pressed upon and touched, and when 
extending the arm; twitching and fluttering of the muscles of the 
right upper ai-m, while it is resting on a table ; weakness and 
aching in the boae of the right arm gbove the elbow, aggravated 
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by motion and extension ; rhenmatic drawing in the right forearm ; 
rheumatic drawing in the left forearm along the ulna, and the same 
sensation in the right leg; rheumatic pmus in the hands and feet, 
sometimes in the arms and legs; drawing pain in the right hand, 
now and then, by shocks upwards to the elbow ; rheumatic feeling 
in the little linger of the right hand, very annoying when writing ; 
rheumatic pain, first in the left hand, and afterwards in the right 
one ; shooting, like needles, in the left thumb ; violent shooting 
pain in the neshy part of the left thumb, laiiting about half a 
minute; lancinating pain in the little and ring-fingers of the right 
hand ; neuralgic p^ns in the palm of the right hand ; occasionally 
frequent sudden pricking in the points of the fingers, as if from 
eclectic sparks ; shooting in the finjtev-poiiits, sometimes in one 
hand and sometimes in the other. — (Trans. A. I. IT) Arms ache; 
ends of the fingers all throb and ache, as if they were going to 
suppurate, (this symptom lasted three days). — {Dr. Hurt) 

Clinicai, Remaeks.— Dr. Burt recommends the Phytolacca in 
■whitlow, felon, etc^ because of the remarkable similarity of the 
Bymptoms. It is a popular domestic remedy in those troublesome 
affections {the green root is.applied raw or boiled). Indicated in 
rheumatic affections of arms and hands. Dr. Burt has cured warts 
on the hands with the tincture locally applied. 

lover Extremitlea- — Sciatica ; neuralgic pain on the outer side 
of the left thigh ; neuralgic pain in the external part of the right 
thigh ; neuralgic pain in the external part of the left thigh ; neural- 
gic palii in the left groin ; heaviness in the knee joints, tired from a 
little walk; heaviness in the lower extremities, as if they were 
asleep, in the afternoon ; rheumatic pmn in the right knee, in the 
afternoon, increasing in the open air, and especially on a damp day; 
rheumatic drawing in the right leg and in the left forearm 
along the ulna ; rheumatic feeling in the left knee, with the sensa- 
tion of shortening the tendons behind the knee when walking ; 
rheumatic pains below the kne^ and in the arms; pain on the dor- 
sum of the right foot at four o'clock in the morning; coldness of 
the feet with increase of the capillary circulation about the face and 
head; free sweating of the feet, most under the toes; neuralgic 
pain in the right big toe, in the middle of the night ; p^s at a 
spot on the ball of the right foot, which had been frost-bitten years 
before, and in a corn never painful before. — {Trans. A. I. S) Legs 
ache, and feel very stiff about the knees, aggravated by walking ; 
weakness ; could walk with difJioulty.— (XV, JBurt) 

Clinical Remarks.— It is stated that from the application of 
the juice of the root to corns "the whole toe became inflamed and 
turned black, like gangrene." It seema almost incredible that this 
should have beea a direct result of the Phytolacca, It has been 
used successfully in chronic rheumatism of the lower extremities ; 
for (jhronic inflammation of the knee joint, with or without effusion, 
and in sciatica and nightly pains in the limbs. Syphilitic and 
mercurial rheumatism (periostitis) generally selects the Hbia, as the 
chief point of its operations. I have used it successfully in nightly 
pains in tibia, with nodes, and even irritable ulcers ou the legs. It 
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■will be found useful in nearly all tliose cases in which Ipdide of 
Potash is so freely used in allopathic practice, and strangely enotigh 
is quite as suecessful as that salt. 

Characteristie Fecnllaritles. — ^The pains all partake of tbe nature 
of neuralgia ; they are pressing and shooting, sometimes aore, 
drawing and aching; the pains are all made worse by motion and 
bypressare; the pains in the extremities are always in the outer 
poitions of the limbs ; the secretion of tears, saliva, bile, urine and 
the menses is increased; irresistible inclination to bite the teeth 
together; vomiting attended with but little distress in the Stomach; 
the diarrhcea appears to be kept np by the increased action of the 
liver, and consequent redundancy of bile, with but little tormina 
and tenesmus ; with the increase of the secretion of bile, there is a 
dry, initative cough, and almost constantly recurring transitory 
pains in different parts of the head. We find the symptoms pre- 
dominating in the right side of the head and neck, the right uppei* 
extremity, the right side of the chest, and the right lower extrem- 
ity ; when enumerating the symptoms of the eyes only, we find the 
left one most frequent^ mentioned ; in the above extract there are 
forty symptoms located on the right side, and thirty-one on the lef^j 
In several instances, the symptoms appeared on the left side first, 
and eilher passed over to the right, or the next symptom occurred 
on the right side. — [Trans. Am. Inst. Som) 



PODOPHYLIUM PELTATUM. 

{Mandrake.') 

This plant is also known by the common name of May^Apjde. 
It is so well-known that no description is here necessary. It is 
found in great abundance in all parts of the United States. The 
. fruit is eaten and much liked by some persons, but extremely dis- 
agreeable to others. It is slightly aperient, and popularly supposed- 
to cause an eruption of boUa, The pulp only should be eaten. The 
fleshy portion contains much medicinal power, but inferior to the 
root, which is the ofiioinal portion. It was well known to the 
Indians before the whites settled the conntry, and was one of their 
most active purgatives. It should be collected soon after ths 
ripening of the fruit j lis active principles are readily taken up by 
alcohol ; it contnins a resinous priaoiple, called PodophyUin. The 
preparations used in homceopathie practice should be the tincture 
from the fresh root, a trituration from the dried root, and from 
Podophyllin ; and dilations made in the usual manner from the 
third trituration of the last-named preparation, or the tincture. 

Toxical Effects. — The entire plant in its recent state is an irritant 
poison, producing vomiting, bypercatharuis, tormina, stupor, aud 
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bloating of the boiJy; the root recently dried, operates aa a drastic 
cathartic and emetic, when given in large dosos, but the violence of 
its action ia materially modified by age. Several cases of poisoning 
by the ^rnit, in childreo who had eaten the rind, have been brought 
under my observation, but in no instance waa a fatal result induced. 
Thetbllowingnarrativeof cases byDr. D.C. Owen, wHoh I take 
from the " Chicago Medical Examiner," are of interest, as showing 
the principal toxical effect of the medicine: — "On the 4Lh of 
August) 1860,1 was called npon to visit two children of H. C^ who, 
the messenger said, were vomiting themselves to death. I inquired 
what the children had been eating or taking ; he replied, that the 
parents thought the vomiting was caused by May-apples, which the 
children had eaten in the morning, I drove briskly on, and arrived 
at the place in, perhaps, half an hour, where I found two very 
pretty little girls, aged respectively, six and eight years, stretched 
upon their beds ; bathed in cold perspiration ; their faces pale as 
corpses ; eyes sunken, in their orbits ; noses pinched ; pulse very 
weak, and scarcely perceptible at the wrist ; great thirst ; and the 
stomach contracting so hard and rapidly, in efforts to vomit, that 
the wrenching pain would cause them to utter sharp screams, one 
after another, for five minutes at a time. I was told that the 
vomiting had been going on for the last four hours, almost without 
intermisMon, it being now 12 m. On examining the matters thrown 
from the stomach, I found them to consist, for the most part, of 
seeds, pulp, and membraneous covering of the ripe May-apple, 
having the peculiar odor of that fruit. I asked them if they had 
eaten the rinds of the apples. They said, no ; but they had used 
their teeth to rupture the rinds. I infoi-med the parents that the 
recovery of the oldest child was not to be ■ expected, owing to the 
prostration already produced ; but that the chances for the younger 
were much better. I gave the oldest, one gr. sulp, morphine, 
covered the epigastrium and entire abdomen, which was tympanitic 
and very tender, with a bhster; invited the blood to the extremities 
with hot flannels and sinapisms; gave carbonic acid water, in small 
quantities, to allay thirst; and, as the bowels had not been moved 
emce the vomiting begun, ordered an enenia of castor oil and 
molasses in warm water. To the younger I gave, perhaps two- 
■ thirds gr, morphine, and ordered the same course as for the other, 
except that for the blister I substituted mustard. They were now 
kept aa qniet aa possible for, perhaps, an hour and a-half, when the 
younger child was sufficiently under the influence of the narcotic to 
fall into a quiet sleep. The oldest now vomited again bilious matter 
mixed with blood — the bile dark green and very thick, the blood 
dark and coagulated. She complained frequently of burning sensa- 
tion in the throat. Finding that the injections had failed to move 
the bowels, I §ave Ilydrargyri sub. mur, gr. xij.. Morphine 
aulph., gr. j. They were now both getting warm extremities, the 
youngest still sleeping. I left powders of morphine and camphor, 
one of which was to be given after each act of vomiting, should it 
commence agwn, or alter each stool, should the bowels act too 
freely. I directed the parents to do everytliing in their power to 
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maintain the proper amount of heat in the eictiemitiea; and, if the 
means they were then using wore not suffioieat to keep up the 
warmth of the body, to use brandy by enema. For the youugest, 
I left similar powdera and directions, should sde require them. 

■ " Called August 5th, at 7 a. m. — Found the oldest past all hope— 
the eyes glazed and motionless, the death-rattle in her throat, the 
abdomen swelled almost to bursting, and the under jaw fallen. At 
half-past eight o'clock she expired. I learned that she had con- 
tinued to vomit thick bile, with more or less blood mixed with it, 
about every hour through the night. The youngest child was 
considerably better, although there was considerable tenderness 
ovei' the stomach, to remove which I applied a blister; gave 
Dover's powder to keep her quiet, slippery-elm water for drink, 
kept the bowels solvent *ith sulphate of magnesia ; and, by the 
morniDg of the 8th, she was convalescent. I have endeavored to 
give a simple statement of the facts in the above cases, as they 
occurred ; and I will decline making comments, more than to eay, 
that, ailer seeing the deleterioas effects of the Mav-apple in these 
cases, I would not recommend them as being the healthiest aiticlo 
of diet that we can procure; and I have also kept an eye single on 
the action of podophylline." In the hands of incautious or 
ignorant physicians, the Podophyllum and its active principle have 
been productive of an immense amount of injniy to the people of 
the West. I have treated many painful, severe, and mcarable 
diseases of the stomach and intestines, uterus, and urinary organs, 
which could be dated distinctly to over dosing with this potent 
drug. Nest to Mercury, it is capable of inflicting more injury to 
the numan oi^nism, when abused, than almost any other di-ug in 
common use; yet eclectics denounce Mercury in ail its forms, 
while poiiring this poison down their patients. The original and 
only pi-oving which has yet appeared, was made by Dr. Williamson, 
of Philadelphia, and published in tho "Trans. Amer, Inst, of Hom. 
Vol. I,'' I shall make that the basis of this article, Mid add thereto 
the pathogenetic and clinical symptoms which have been collected 
since that publication. It has been used more extensively, perhaps, 
than any of the new remedies, and is already looked upon by our 
school as a valuable polychrest. I am indebted to Dr. E. J. Frazer, 
of Chicago, for the peculiar arrangement of the symptoms of this 
medicine. Under my directions he has placed the primary and 
secbudary symptoms in their proper order, as nearly as our 
knowledge of the action of the drug will permit. This should be 

done with every medicine, in order to facilitate the study of its 
effects, and guide us in the selection of the proper dose. Eclectic 
physicians, and of late many of the allopathic school, have come to 
look upon the Mandrake as a sort of panacea for nearly all acute 
diseases, and useful in almost all chronic affections. With its en- 
thusiastic admirers it ranks with Calomel. Medical adjectives have 
been exhausted in describing its powers and virtues. It is said to 
be ,cathartie, emetic, alterative, anthelmintic hydragogue, sialogogue, 
deobatruent, febrifuge, anti-periodic, diuretic, etc., etc., etc. It is a 
fact, that like Mercury it penetrates every nook and cranny of the 
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organisai, and tiere is scarce an orsaii or tissue of the body but 
feels its malign influence, when it is introduced into the system in 
toxica] doses. It has been used in nearly every disease in the 
nomenclature, and is said to have proved curative in those of the 
most opposite character, I shall tiy to show in nay clinical remarta 
the causes of its great popularity, and attempt to define its real 
sphere of action. I will here remark that I shall use the statemenia 
relative to the Podophyllwm and Podophylh'ji, indiscriminately — aa 
I believe both to act in a similar (perhaps identical) manner upon 
the system. The latter may not have as wide range of action as 
the former, because it does not contain all the medicinal constituents 
of the plant. To meet the requirements of an exact scienee, sucli 
as homceopathy aspires to be, there should be a proving of both 
preparations, bat until we reach that desideratum we must do the 
best we can. In the clinical remarks I shall designate as far as 
possible which prepai"ation was prescribed, in order that the phy- 
sician may use the same in similar cases. (I shall, for the sake of 
brevity, adopt the abreviation " Fm?'' for the one, and "_P)i." for 
the other preparation.) 

Gbniceal Effects. — Xci'TOua System ,~-Podophy Hum does not 
act specifically upon the nerves, aa does Aconite or Niix vomica. 
In tills respect it ranks with Biyonia, Aloes, and other medicines of 
the same class. The pains induced by the Mandrake are probably 
myalgia in their character. In idiopathic neuralgia, or indeed 
neuralgia in any form, it is of doubtful utility. 

Mnsonlitr Sfstem. — We have not suflicient proof, nor do we find 
anything in the pathogenesis, which would lead us lo suppose that 
Podophyllum acted directly upon the muscular fibre, as does Bry- 
onia, Mercurins, or Helonias. To fully understand the action of 
Mandrake, and other similarly acting and depressing drugs, one 
should read that instructive book, *' laman on Myalgia." I would 
suggest that Podophyllum causes pains, cramps and other sensations 
and affections of muscular tissue by (a) its irritating action upon 
mucoas membranes, and (b) by its depressing action upon the vital 
power. According to Inman, all drastic purgatives may cause 
myalgia, and even cramps, and wasting of muscle. Viewing the 
action of this medidne as I do, I cannot consider it indicated in 
rhetiniatism affecting muscles or tendons. If it has been found 
beneficial in that disease, it has been from some indirect action, and 
not from any specific effect. I have known it to cause severe myal- 
gic pains and soreness, and have found it curative in similar condi- 
tions, but never in true rheamatism. The Podophyllin has the power 
to cause other p^ns besides those referred to the bowels, stomach and 
other portions of the digestive tract. I have known it to cause pdns 
in various parts of the system, but I believe them to be generally 
myalgia. Dr. Cos, whose testimony is sometimes valuable, saya : 
" Podophyllin is sometimes veiy tardy in its operation, not acting 
under eighteen or twenty hours, and frequently it wilt operate more 
freely during the second twenty-four hours, than during the first. 
In cases of chronic disorders of the liver, spleen, and other viscera, 
considerable pain will frequently be experienced in tlje diseased 
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organs during the operation of the medicine. Sometimes the pain 
will be iu the liver, at othei's in the spleen, agaia in the kidneys, 
(medioioal aggravation), also in the back of the neck and head, in 
tiie pleura, intereostal muscles, etc., (myalgic), but these symptoms 
■will subside with the operation of the medicine." He thinks these 
are favorable indications, "showing that the remedy is at work 
arousing the dormant energies of the system." It is not necessai-y, 
however, to cause these pains, etc. 

Hacons Tissnes- — ^In its action on mucous membranes it ranks 
with Mercurius, Iris v^ Veratrum album., and other drastic cathar- 
tics. It is powerfully irritant to the tissues, especially those of the 
digestive tract. It is not directly specific in its action upon the 
mucoaa membrane of the respiratoiy and unnary passages. It will 
however irritate and inflame any mucous surface when brought io 
contact witli it, sometimes acting as a powerful escharotifi. Of its 
power to cause inflammation of any and all port ons of the m cous 
membrane from the mouth to the an ns, there cai be no doubt 
Sneh effects have been too often observed in pract ce by all pi y 
sicians who have had opportunity to notice its action when idm n 
ministered in material doses. It even causes Icerat on of this 
tissue, and may be said to act as Di-. Freligh asseits ot meic v — 
*' as a solvent of the living solids," but not to tl e extent of the for 
mer poison. Mandrake is homteopathic to ente it s gait tis etc 
and even to bronchitis and urethritis, nnder certam c cnmstances 
which will be noticed under appropriate headings 

Seroos Tissues. — It Is said to affect, by its altentne action 
the serous membranes of the body, and prove c rative in pleu it s 
peritonitis, synovitis, and even meningitis ; but ts action in this 
direction, is not, in my opinion, specific or di ect is is the caae 
with Bjyonia. 

(Handnlar System. — It is here tbat mandrake s i close analog e 
of Mercury, Iodine, Iris versicolor, etc. When taken up nto the 
circulatiop, it is eliminated by the glands, and is thus lendeied 
capable of causing irritation, inflammation, and even suppuration of 
almost any glandular oi'gan or structure. To those who would 
thoroughly nnderataud the action of that class of medicines termed 
*' Eliminants," I would advise a careful perusal of that masterly 
■work, " Headland on the Action of Medicines." According to 
King and others, " It produces a powerful and lasting impression 
upon the glandular system and secretory organs, unequalled by any 
other ai'ticle." It is highly recommended and habitually used ia 
Bcrofola, induration, and swelling; also inflammation and suppura- 
tion of glands. It would be useless to waste our space in recording 
all the laodations of eclectic physicians in relation to its ((iirativa 
action upon the sj^tetn. Like the praises the allopathist bestows 
upon mercury, they are too often based upon an unsubstantial 
ibundation. 

Yasealar System, ffevev. — Cbilliness while moving about during 
fever, and in the act of lying down, with perspiration immediately 
afterwards ; chilliness when first lying down in the evening, followed 
by fever wid sleep, which is disturbed with talkiog and imperfect 
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wakings ; fever attendecl witTi constipation ; fever witli incoliercnt 
talking (W) ; alow pulse, Bcarcely perceptible pulse ; pulselcsaneas 
and collapse. The primary action of toxical doees is to depress the 
■vital energies of the whole system, and therefore lower the action 
i|tone) of the heai-t and arteries, in a manner similar to Yerat, alb, 
and its analogues. This will be seen by reference to the case of 
poisoning recorded on a previous p^e. Dr, Coe makes a sugges- 
tive remark on page 245 of his work {Cone. Org. Med): "Podo- 
phyllin exercises a remarkable control over the sangaiferons system, 
removing eapil!ai-y obstructions, and equalizing the circulation. Jts 
exhibition is frequently followed by a decided increase of tempera- 
twe on the part of the skin, and patients sometimes imagine that 
the medicine is goinff to induce a fever. Many who have been 
troubled with unequal circulation and coldness ■ of the extremities 
for months, are permaoently relieved by a single dose." The symp- 
toms I have put in italics, would seem to show that the Mandi-ake, 
like mercury, had the power to cause a fever pecnliar to itselt^ a 
real irritative fev&r. This fever sometimes resembles the mercurial 
fever, as it is often accompanied hy perspiration, and pains all over 
the system. Taking the ensemble of the symptoms, we have in the 
coldness, chilliness, heat, pain, sweat, etc., a very good picture of 
a febrile attack. 

Clikical Remarks. — Eolcetics and other admirers of Podo- 
phyllum in the "regular'' school, make the sweeping asuertion that 
it IS useful in the treatment of all fevers, and place in the same list 
those of the highest and lowest grade, the sthenic and asthenic, 
This is so manifestly absurd, that it weie useless to spend time to 
show its absurdity, bat the opposite schools of medicine are so prone 
to deal in generalities that we can expect nothing better of them. 
Podophyllum is indicated and has been found nsefal in the follow- 
ing varieties of fever. 

Intermittent FcTcr.— When the following symptoms are present : 
" Chilliness when lying down — or in the evening ; chill in the morn- 
ing a 7 o'clock, with presang pains in both hypochondria, and dull, 
aching pains in the knees and ankles, elbows and wrists; back-ache 
before the chill ; the shaking and sensation of coldness continues 
for some time after the heat commences; some thirst during the 
chill, but more through the heat; the patient is conscious during 
the chill, but cannot talk, because he forgets the words he wishes 
to employ; delirium and loquacity during the hot stage, with 
forgetfiilness afterwards of all.that passed ; violent pain in the head, 
with excessive thirst during the fever; sleep during the perspira- 
tion ; loss of appetite during the apyi'exia." The above symptoms 
are gi^en by Dr. Williamson, who does not inform ua whether they 
are purely curative symptoms, or pathogenetic and curative. He 
farther says Podophylluna is indicated in quotidian tertian and 
quartan organs, and for " periodical disefisea " generally. The 
practitioner, however, must not expect too ninch of this remedy in 
Intermittents. Ifc cannot be ranked with Nhx., China, Qninia, 
Comus flo., or any of the "anti-periodic" group of raedieines 
which act curatively by virtue of that power, but rather with 
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Mercnrius, LoplEiiidria, Iris, etc., whieli act as curative agents in 
Intermittent fevers, by another power, namely, of con-eeiing the 
condition of particular organs, as the liver,, and. thus removing the 
obstacles to a recovery. la my practice, which was at one time 
extensive, in a district cursed with agne, I had ample opportunity 
to observe the action of Podophyllum in this disease. X never 
found it of benefit unless the hepatic, intestinal, and gastric symp- 
toms corresponded with those of the fever; when given for the 
symptoms of the fever alone, enumei-ated above, it was not carative. 
In fact it wonld remove all the other symptoms, and the paroxisms 
of fever wonld still occur in a modified form, . But if alternated 
with Ipecac, China, Cornus, or Nux vomica (in quotidian), Arseni- 
enm, Cedron, or Qninia (in tertian), the cure would be prompt and 
permanent. Those who are opposed to altei-nation of remedies can 
use the Podophyllum firet, and the appropriate remedy afterwards. 
Ah the testimony of eclectic physicians may be interesting 
on this point, I will quote; "In bilious fevers, either remit- 
tent or intermitlent, it not unfrequently arrests the diseases, 
at the first prescription, if given in the proper manner, or 
it so far modifies the attack that the case becomes mild 
and manageable." {King). Dr. Morrow makes the same state- 
ment, but says it is only indicated when there is evident 
hepatic torpor or congestion. " During the early stages of most 
febrile diseases, paiticnlarly intermittent and biliona remittent 
fevers, podophylline is an agent of superior efficacy. A single 
dose often arrests the severest attacks of fever." (Jones and 
Scudder). " In the treatment of fever and ague, we almost 
invariably precede the employment of the other remedies by 
the free exhibition of Podophylline. By ao doing, in this climate, 
we cut the disease ahoil; at once, and oftentimes have no 
occasion for further medication. We have known many cases 
of intermittent fever yield to a single dose of the Podophylline, 
and, we have no donbt, but the credit of the cure is frequently due 
to this agent, where it is attributed to other means." (Dr. Coe.) 
The above embodies the general estimate of the eclectic 
school, as regards the value of this medicine in agues. No writer 
pretends that it has any actual anti-periodic power. It has been 
noticed in many, of onr provings, that c&rtaim. febrile and even pain- 
ful symptoms were decidedly aggravated, or had a tendency to 
recur at certain hours in the day, or on alternate days. This pecu- 
liarity renders a drag an "anti-periodic.'' . In the proving of Podo-. 
pbyllum, we find that certain febrile and other symptoms, tend 
to occur in the miyming, but this I consider rather an indication of 
its remilterit action. Future experiments will decide. In £ilious 
Feoers, this medicine is an excellent homcRopathic remedy. 
No other drag so oflen corresponds with the symptoms, 
particularly when there is much intestinal irritation. It is 
admirably indicated in the various forms of remittent fev^; 
which in the west are genei"ally considered " bUious " in ohai^acter. 
The febrile symptoms ai-o quite strongly marked, and may 
afford some data for the soleutioo of this drug, but we should 
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be guided principally liy the general symptoms. Aa above 
stated, eclectic physicians, and of late many allopathic, are 
enthusiastic believers io the power of Podophyllum, when givea 
at the onset of nearly all fevers, in cathartic dosea, of arresting 
or " breaking up " each attacks. But I need not aflqaaint tha 
homteopathio physician that such practice is sometimes fraught 
with the most deplorable consequences. When the patient is 
strong and robust, the vitality of the organism may rally 
from its depressing action, or medicinal aggravation of the 
malady; but if such reaction does not take place the fever, 
■which may have been mild in its character, is changed to a 
serious and intractable one. The intestinal irritation which the 
Podophyllin sets up, will go on and withstand all the rude 
means of the eclectic to arrest. In this way I have known 
riraple remittents changed into enteric or typhoid fever. In 
irritative fever, and infantile remittent, no remedy will give 
better satisfiiction, not even Mevcurius. But it should bo used 
with caution in all fevera accompanied or caused by intestinal 
orgastic inltation. In these cases it is primarily homceopathic, 
and should be used in the fourth and sixth dec. dil., should the symp- 
toms denote inactivity of the liver and glandular system of 
the intestines, and constipation, with jaundice exist, then the 
second or third dil. may be used safely. In Typhoid and 
Typhus fevers, (enteric) the Podophy^lluni is often indicated. It is 
quite as homceopathic to the irritation, inflammation, and even 
ulceration of Peyer's glands, as Mercurius and Ai'senicum, but 
it is not so well indicated by the general symptoms ; namely, 
the condition of the blood, etc, as Baptisia, Phosphoric and 
Muriatic acids, or even Leptandria or Iris. Dr. Hill, (Epitome) 
says Podophyllin is the best remedy for the diarrhcea of 
typhoids, but homceopathists can accept no such whoselale 
assertion. If the diarrhcea, in a case of typhoid, corresponds to 
the Podophyllum-diarrhcea then, and only then is it a specific 
remedy. The best writers in the eclectic school are aware of 
the danger of giving large doses of Podophyllin in typhoid 
and other low fevers, and ail are particular to warn the physician 
not to use it when tbere is much prostration or intestinal 
irritation existing. Notwithstanding this, the physicians of that 
and the old school, are generally so ignorant of disease, and 
so reckless of consequences, as to give this powerful drug in 
typhoid fever. The consequences are that but tew patients, under 
that treatment, have vitality to resist the toxical effects of the 
drug and the disease. If Podophyllin is prescribed in true 
enteric (or typhoid) fever, it should be only the middle and 
higher potencies — the tenth and upwards. The Podophyllum may 
be used lower, in the third or sixth. These general remarks, 
I deem sufficient to point out the applicability of the remedy 
i4 the varigus forms of fever. They will serve to guide the 
pr^titioner in the selection of the drug by the special symp- 
toms.. Evoij the eoianthematous fevers form no exception. 

Sleep. — Sleepiness in the day time, especially in the forenoon ; 
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sleepiness early ia the evening; restlessnesa tho fore part of 
the night; distress after the first sleep in the eveaing; rising 
Bp in the bed, daring sleep -without waking; moaning in sleep 
with eyelids half closed; *restless sleep of children, wiUi whining 
at night ; uarefreshed by sleep on waking in the morning ; too 
heavy sleep at night; drowsy and difficult to wake in the morn- 
ing, *afeehng of fatigue on waki a g in the morning. 

Clinicat. Rbmabks.— Stupor and even coma occur in cases 
of poisoning with Podophyllum. The above symptoms form a 
group veiy often met with in persona who are supposed to bo 
" bilious," or have " liver complaint." In other words, they are 
common to "hepatic torpor, and are premonitory to many kinds of 
fever. The symptoms marked *, are said by Dr. Williamson to 
have been cured by this medicine. 

Stln. — *SalIownes3 of the skin in children ; *moistnesa of the 
skin with preter-natural warmth. 

Clinical Remarks. — The two symptoms above, are the only 
ones recorded as skin symptoms, and those appear to be curative. 
I have never noticed any irritation or eruption of the skin 
appear frona its internal use. It is probably not homcoopathic to 
any cutaneous disease. Its topical application, by virtue of its 
escharotic power, results in redness, vesication and even puatulation 
and ulcers. It forms an ingredient of the " irritating plaster " of 
the eclectics. In this manner of application it may prove locally 
homceopatliic, as does Argentum nit., etc. I have known its abrise 
and prolonged use to cause jaundice, but that symptom more pro- 
perly belongs to another paragraph. Like mercury, it causes a 
peculiar irritative fever, characterized by heat of the skin with 
moiatare (tever with sweat). This symptom may be of value, in 
aiding us in the selection of the medicine. Coo says the resinoid 
"possesses a degree of escharotic power, and when applied to 
fungous growths will dissolve them down. It produces a rapid 
pustulaton, whioh appears first in the form of minute vesicles filled 
with a serous fluid which speedily chan^^ea to a whitish or yellow- 
ish hue. This superficial inflammation is at the same time quito 
severe. The pustdea are slow in healing. 

Mental Symptoms. — Depression of spirits ; imagines he ia going 
to die, or will be very ill. 

Clinical Remarks. — According to Dr. Williamson it has been 
found curative in the deliriam of fevers. Beyond this we know 
but little of its homceopathic use in mental or emotional disorders. 
It ia evidently indicated, judgmg from its sphere of action, and 
has been found useful, in depression of spirits, and hypochondriac 
state of mind arising from hepatic disorder. 

Head- — Giddiness and diaziness, with the sensation of full- 
ness over the eyea ; momentary darta of pain in the forehead, 
obhging one to sbut the eyes ; dullness and headache with 
sleepiness in the morning ; *raorning headache with flushed 
face ; pain on the top of the head when rismg in the morning ; 
morning headache with heat in the vertex ; pressing pain in the 
temples in the forenoon, with drawing in the eyes as if stra- 
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Wsmus would follow ; stunning headache through the temples 
relieved fey pressure ; sudden pain in the forehead with sore- 
nesa of the throat ■ in the evening ; heavy dull pain in the 
forehead, with soreness over the seat of pain ; headache alter- 
nating with diarrhtea ; vertigo while standing in the open 
air ; pain in the left frontal protuberance aggravated in the 
afternoon; veitigo with inclination to fell foiwiids, * pern 
piration of the head daring sleep, with coldness ot the tieah 
while teething; faoo pale aa a corpse's with pmched nose 
and a cold perapiration. 

CLiinOAL Remakks. — Dr. Williamson found the Podophvl 
lum curative in " rolling of the head duiing difii^-ult denti 
tion in children;" also the two symptoms maiked with the 
asterisk. The head symptoms are quite notable, particulaily 
the " morning headache " so common in biliona affections ; 
also the "headache alternating with diarrhcea'' — one of the 
most frequent symptoms is hepatic difBcnlties. We have no 
proof that this drug will cause inflammation or congestion of 
the brain or ite meninges, but the symptom recorded above as 
cured by Dr. Williamson "rolling of the head," etc, together 
with another — wrongly placed under the head of teeth ; namely, 
"grinding of the teeth at night, especially with children 
during dentition," would seem to point to irritation of the 
brain, whether idiopathic or reflex, we cannot decide, but would 
suggest an intestinal oridn. Podophyllum has been much naed 
against brain affections by electic physicians, but in such large 
doses as' to act as a "revulsive" or "derivative" as they 
express it- I would not undertake to decide that it could not 
cause disease of the. brain: it would need a pathological pro- 
ving to elucidate that point. I will quote some eclectic testi- 
mony as to its value in their hands in brain affectioiia, and the 
reader may judge of the nature of its action for himself. Prof. 
Morrop says : "In no class of cases has the medicine manifested 
a higher degree of' value, so far as I have been able to observe 
its effects, than in those cases marked by strong determina- 
tion of blood to the brain, producing either congestion or ineip- 
ent inflammation of that organ. In several cases of this descrip- 
tion, in the treatment of which I have witnessed its effects, I 
was agreeably surprised to find every trace of congestion 
eradicated by one or two thorough operations of this article. 
It seemed to exercise a more completely controlling influence 
on this pathological condition than any medicine I have ever 
used for this same purpose.'' It was given of course, in strong 
cathartic doses. Still a mere cathartic would not have such a 
"controlling influence,'' and it may after all have exercised 
some specilic curative effect upon the condition of tbe brain ; 
i. e., the small amount of the drug which was absorbed by 
the stomach. ' Dr. Ooe, strangely enough does not say much 
about its use in brain diseases, as he considers it specific for 
almost every other class of maladies. He says it does good, 
as 3 revulsive cathartic, in congestion of the brain and apo- 
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jjleiy. lie mentions one case however, where it acted meahaii- 
ically with good results, aud if no better agent waa at hand 
— castor oi], etc., — the homceopathist might uae it legitimately. 
" In a child eight months old '' he aaya, " wo removed by 
means of lobelia and podophyllin one an^ a half pints of 
solid casein. This matter so expelled waa ia a high state of 
putrefeetive fermentation." This ease he saya was pronounced 
"congestion of the brain," but with the removal of the mor- 
bid materia from the stomach, aU the symptoms abated, and 
the child recovered. In a caae of Jauodiee, wliich had 
advanced ao far as to cause comatose sleep, and partial insens- 
ibility, after every usual homceopathic remedy had been tried 
without much effect, the Podophyllia, one grain of the first 
trit., every half hour, removed all the dangerous symptoms. 
Improvement commenced about the time frequent bilious stoola 
appeared. Ko bile had passed the bowels for nearly two 
weeks previously. 

EjeB. — Smarting in the eyes; drawing aenaation in the eyes, 
accompanying psun in the head j heaviness of the eyes, with 
occasional paina on the top of the head ; pain in the eye- 
bsJia and in the temples, with heat and throbbing of the tem- 
poral arteries. Eyes sunken in their orbits. 

Clinical Kbmakks.— In a conversation with the venerable 
Dr. Hering, relating to this remedy, he referred me to a 
remark of Dr. Barton (Allopath) ; namely, that he had noticed 
that frequently after admitiisteriug the Podophyllum — no symp- 
toms appeared on the same day, but the next morning the 
eyes would appear inflamed. This, according to Hering, would 
seem to imply that Podophyllum waa indicated in ophthalmias 
which appeared, or were aggravated, in the morning. It has 
been naed as a collyrium in chronic opthalmia or ulcers on 
the cornea, and is probably as useful as any escharotlc, for 
all act upon the law of Simiiia. 

Teeth. — *GriDding of the teeth at night ; the teeth are 
covered with dried mucua in the morning. 

Clinicai. Remauks, — The. first symptom above recorded 
should perhaps be placed under the " Head '' symptoms. How- 
ever, children often grind the teeth (adults also) from a disor- 
dered state of the stomach, indigestion, acidity, and even 
hepatic disorder. I once noticed in a child to whom Mandraie 
had been administered by the parents, that each paroxysm of 
nausea and griping was preeeeded by " grinding of the teeth," 
In this case there waa a reflex symptom proceeding from the 
intestinal irritation. The teeth are said to become loose under the 
action of thia medicine. (See mouth BymptomB.) 

Moutlt- — Copious salivation; * offensive odor from the mouth; 

* offensiveness of the breath at night — perceptible to the 
patient ; the taste of fried liver in his mouth at night ; sour- 
ness of the mouth and tongue on waking in the, morning. 

* white fur on the tongue with fou! taste ; putrid taste in 
the' mouth. 

43 
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CuNicAL Kemaeks. — Dr. WilliamaoTi contributes tlio cura- 
tin Bj-mptoras marked with a star. The effect of Mandrake 
upon the mouth is quite specific and note-worthy. All wiiters 
agree that it will cause symptoms like salivation. I have known 
it to catise severe ptyalism in numerous eases, when abused 
by electio physicians. Even in the 3d trit., this effect ia quite 
noticeable in persona who are subject to stomatitis, or have 
been merem'iauzed. Dr. Coe says : " It has been said that Pod- 
ophyllin is capable of producing ptyalism, but we have never 
seen any evidence of the fact in peraons who had 'never taken 
t/wcury. The only symptoms of salivation we have ever 
observed have been in those cases where mercnry haa been 
taken at some previous time. Podopliyllin ia powerfuliy resol- 
vent, and by its peculiar excitation of the glandular system 
■will sometiines dislodge deposits of latent mercurial atoms, and 
so bring about a season of mercarialization. Lobelia, Iriain and 
Phytolaocin will frequently do the same." This is a species of 
special pleading, often resorted to by eclectic practitioners, but 
it is untenable. If these drugs will causa ptyalism when mer- 
cury is in the glands it will cause the same symptoms when 
mercnry ia not present. The only difference will be that the 
presence of mercury renders the glands ' more susceptible to 
the action of these agents, Podophyllin is homtBopathio to 
ptyalism, even mercurial; to stomatitis and many infiammsv- 
tary affectians of the gums and buccal mucous membrane. 
It has been found curative in ^'nursing sore mouth," "canker 
in the mouth.'' I have cured with the dilutions, used as a 
"wash, a case of chronic inflammation of the tongue, which was 
red, dry, cracked, and often bleedmg, and somewhat swollen. 
It seemed idiopathic, as no greater derangement was notice- 
able. 

Til" oat.— Sore throat, commencing on the right side and 
then going to the left ; soreness of the left side of the throat, 
especially painful when swallowing liquids, and worse in the 
morning ; dryness of the throat y soreness of the throat 
extending to the ears ; *rattling of mucus in the throat ; 
*goit/re ; *sore thioat, commencing on the right side and going 
to the left. 

Ci,rNicAL Remakks,— The three curative symptoms are from 
Dr. Williamson. The first is due to the excited secretory 
action of Mandrake u^on the tonsils and mucous follicles of 
the throat. This me4icine has made undoubted cares of Goitre 
in the hands of homceopathic as well as eclectic physicians. 
The testimony on this point appears conclusive, but I cannot 
say that I have ever seen much benefit from its use in my 
hands, at least no snch decided effects as follow the use of 
Iodine, Bromine, and their salts, even in minute doses. Nor 
have I found it of much valne in tonsillitis, in which it ia 
inferior to Phytolacca or Iria versicolor. 

Appctitfl. — Voracious appetite; regurgitation of food; losa of 
appetite ; inditferenco to food ; satiety from a email quantity of 
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food, followed by nausea and vomiting ; desire for sometliing sour ; 
thirst towards evening ; putrid taste. 

CiisiCAi. ErBMARKS. — ^The effects of Podophyllin in small dosea 
(one-tenth of a grain) is, according to King and others, to cause 
increase of appetite, and healthy digestion ; but, in large doses, it 
causes disgust for food, which if taken is regurgitated. Dr. 
Williamson cured many cases of dyspepsia in which the above 
symptomB were prominent. (See GaBtric.) 

(lastrlc Symptoms, and stomach.— Regurgitation of food; food 
tnms sour after eating ; sourne^ of the . stomach ; acid eructa- 
tions; belching of hot flatus which is very soar; acidity in the 
afternoon, with an unpleasant, sickly sensation in the stomach ; 
nausea and vomiting, with fullness in the head; vomitiog of food 
an hour after a meal, with a craving appetite immediately after- 
wards; extreme nausea, continuiag for several honrs; vomiting of 
food with putrid taste and odor; heart-burn; water-brash; heat in 
the stomach ; sensation of hoUowness in the epigastrium ; throb- 
bing in the epigastrium, followed by diarrhoja; gastric affection, 
attended by depression of spirits; heat in stomach; vomiting of 
hot frothy muoas; stitches in the epigastrium from coughing. 
(Williamson.) The nausea begins about two or three hours after 
the medicine, in material doses, is taken ; it continues sometimes 
■with great severity, and with vomiting of ingesta, mucus, and 
bile, for twenty-four or forty hours even. (Hale.) Great thirst, 
and the stomach contracting so hard and rapidly in the effort to 
vomit that the wrenching pain would cause them to utter sharp 
BOi'eams, one after another, for five minutes at a time ; vomiting of 
bilious matter mixed with Wood, the bile, dark green and very 
thick, the blood dark and coagulated ; vomiting of thick bile and 
blood for eighteen hours." (Dr. Owen^ 

Clinical Remarks. — From its effects in the case of fatal 
poisoning, we should judge it indicated in acute Gastritis, when 
the pain and vomiting is linusually severe, and tho matter 
ejected consisted of bile and blood as described above. The nausea 
which attends the action of Mandrake, is particularly distressing. 
It is "lingering and death-like, something like that caused by 
tobacco." It is attended generally with severe and painful vomiting 
of bilious matter, as well as copious bilious and wateiy discharges, 
and severe griping pain in small intestines from the bowels, when 
the dose is large. The critical physician will readily see by the 
pathogenetic and curative symptoms above, that Podophyllin is 
indicated in many conditions of gastric irritation, and even inflam- 
mation. Eclectic writers, particnlarly mention that it is contra 
indicated in gastritis, which observation implies to the homceo- 
pathist, that it will prove a valuable remedy in some forms of that 
disease. Some physicians value it highly as a homceopathic remedy 
for many forms of dyspepda. (See curative s^ptoms above.) In 
its effects upon the gastric mucous membi-ane it is analagous to Iris 
versicolor, Mercurius, Arsenicum, Nux vomica, PulBStilla, and 
others, and will rival them in the various affections of the stomach. 

Abdomen.— -Fulness in the right hypochondrium, with flatulence. 
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Colic with retraction of the abdominal muscles; pain in the 
troneverse colon at three o'clock ia the moruiDg, followed by 
aiarrh<ea; mmbliug of flatus in tho ascending colon ; ptun in the 
ascending colon ; pain in the bowels at daylight in the morning 
Whieh is relieved by external warmth and by bending forwards 
■whilst lying on tho side, but is aggi-avated by lying on the back ; 
the pdn in the bowels is at first attended with coldness, which is 
foil w 1 by h t d arm perspiration ; sensation of heat in the 
b w 1 mj yi g the inclination to go to stool ; sensation of 

fit th 1 ft hyj hondriiim ; faintnees witli sensation of 

em] t tl b 1 n en after stool ; cramp-like pmn in the 

b 1 tl t t f the abdominal muscles occurring at 10 
o 1 1>. th ^ d again at 6 o'clock in the morning, and 

continumg until , sharp pain above the right groin, preventing 
motion in the last months of pregnancy ; distention of the abdo- 
men ; enormous swelhng of the abdomen (in case of fatal 
poisoning). 

CtiNicAL Remarks, — The pains which are caused by Podo- 
phyllum are not confined to the intestinea, but extend to the 
muscles of the abdomen. According to Inman irritation of the 
mucous coat of the intestines may, and does generally cause 
myalgic pains and spasm. There is some similarity in the pains 
caused by Plnmbnm and Podophyllum ; but, the former drug acts 
directly npon the nerves which govern the contraction of mnscles, 
while the latter causes pain and spasm in the same muscles by 
irritating a eontignons mucous membrane. Williamson recommends 
the Podophyllum in Colica pictonum (lead colic), and Eclectics 
claim to enre that disease with Mandrake, Perhaps the similarity 
of the two diseases may be sufficiently clear to empower the one 
to cure the other. I once attended a case of poisoning by Podo- 
phyllum, when the rectus and other muscles were drawn' into 
lumps or knots; the pain was relieved by " doubling np" and very 
hot applications, Colooynth did but little good ; Gelseminum, in 
drop doses, gave some relief; I did not try Plumbum, having none 
at band. The colic caused by Podophyllum is generally attended 
with diarrbroa or dysentery, and often with bilious vomiting and 
diarrhcea. In J'eritonitis, I do not consider it indicated, unless in 
exceptional cases. Certain intestinal and myalgic disorders sim- 
uifite true peritonitis and may be mistaken for it; in such cases 
the Podophyllnm may be useful. Eclectic physicians consider it 
almost specific for J^uerperai Peritonitis, but it cannot be anything 
but injurious in that disease, given in the heavy doses in which they 
present it. The allopathic treatment of this disease shows some 
strange discrepancies. Some writers claim that blood-letting, 
Verat, v., Antimony, etc., are the only reliable remedies ; others, 
rely wholly upon Opium, and narcotics ; and still another portion of 
that Bctiool plaoe their fiiith upon Turpentine. It is very probable 
that Podophyllin acts similarly to the latter drug. According to 
Inman (see Treatise on Myalgia), inflammation of serous membranes, 
aa the pleura and peritoneum is not necessarily accompanied with 
pain, and, tbat myalgia or paralysis of the muscular parietes of tlie 
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ahdoraen is often mistaken for Poritonitis. We have the same 
intense buniing pain in certain localities, (the attachment of muscles) 
the same exquisite tenderness, and the same distention, noted aa 
belonging to puerperal peritonitis. Any treatment. Bays Inman, 
Tvhich will give tone to the muscles, causing contraction of the 
ranscles involved, will restore the patient. This statement accounts 
for the benefit which has accrued from the use of stimwlants, 
tonics. Opium, and even Turpentine and Podophyllin. The tivo 
first give tone to the muscles—Opium gives them vest, which is so 
necessary to a cure; and the two latter by a certain specific 
influence which they seem to have over our muscular fibre ; for 
turpentine cures tympanitis, in small doses, too small to irritate the 
bowel, {it causes tympanitis), and Podyphyllin causes all the 
symptoms of Peritonitis, as will be seen by reference to the cases 
of poisoning above. In the fatal case, Enteritis eould not have 
been present, for the time was too short, and if the peritoneum was 
affected it was by the direct toxical action of the poison. No post 
mortem having been made of the fata! case, we do not know whether 
peritonitis was present, and the symptoms may have been due to 
some other lesion. 

Liver mil SpleeD-— (1.) Fullness in the right hypochondria; 
hypochondrium with flatulence; stitches in the rigtt hypo- 
chondrinm, worse while eating; twisting p^n in the right 
hypochondrium, with sensation of heat in the part ; * i'allness, 
with pain and soreness in the right hypochondrium; chronic 
hepatitis with costiveness ; pains in the region of the liver. (2) 
Sensation of weight and dragging in the left hypochondrium, close 
under the ribs; sensation of flatus Jn the left hypochondrinm ; 
pains in spleen, 

CLisiciL Remakks. — It ia ditEcult to decide whether all the 
pains above mentioned are myalgic or really in the organs referred 
to in the headings. Some of the symptoms are undoubtedly 
myalgic. The curative symptoms of fullness, etc, has been so 
often verified by Dr. Williamson and others of oar school, that 
we may safely say that it indicates hepatitis, or conffestion of the 
liver. The " chronic hepatitis with costiveness,'' is also a valuable 
observation. It is not necessary, however, that constipation 
should be present ; it is as useful when that disease is attended 
with diarrhcea, or the two states alternately. From many years, 
experience with, and observation of, the use of Podophyllin in 
diseases of the liver, I feel qualified to venture the following 
observation relative to its pathogenitive and curative action 
upon that organ, I believe the Podophyllum and its active 
principle to be a direct stimulant of the liver. I am aware that 
some of the moat astate investigators of the allopathic school 
deny that Merairy has any direct or specific action on that organ. 
They would probably allege the same of the Mandrake, but there 
are certain reasons which I shall give further on, why I consider 
the arguments against Mercury not valid in the case of Podo- 
phyllum, The primary action of Podophyllum in large doses is 
generally to cause vomiting and diaiThcea of undoubted bilious 
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matters. I have examined the evacuations caused by Pn. in case of 
ianndice, which before its administration wore completely free from 
bile, and found that the green color was actually due to that 
secretion. The examination was made with the most approved 
chemical tests. The patient /elt the action of the drug upon the liver, 
before it nauseated or caused any intestinal irritation. (The dose 
■wag one-fourth of a gi'ain of the pure reanoid, triturated with ten 
of sugar of milk). In still smaller doses, third trituration, it wil 
cause bile to appear in the previously clay colored stools, I 
consider this medicince therefore prima/eUy homispathic to acute 
irritation, congestion and inflammation of the liver, bilious 
diarrhcea, and hepatic pains. A further proving is needed to give 
spedal indications. The powerfully irritating effect which this 
drug has upon the secretory functions of the liver, enables it to 
cause such excesMve action as may pass over into passive 
congestion, chronic inflammation, suspension of function from 
exhaustion, suspension of bihary secretion, and even retention of 
that fluid. Podophyllum has been abused in the hands of 
eclectics as badly as Mercury in the allopathic school. I have 
known it to cause chronic hepatic diseases, as jaundice, enlarge- 
ment, and even some organic affections. There is scarcely an 
acute or chronic disease of thia important viscus, in which this 
medicine may not, in some of its stipes, be found useful. A careful 
study of our proving, together with the obseiTationa of physicians 
of both schools, vpill give us much information as to its sphere of 
action. The dose in hepatic diseases, is a matter of great import- 
ance. I believe an adherence to the following rules will give the 
physician greater success with the medicine than he could attain 
without them, (I.) For the primary (acute) conditions, amilar to 
those caused by large doses of PodophyUum, give the highest and 
middle attenuations. (The third or eighteenth of Podophyllwrn, 
and sixth or thirtieth of Podophyllm.) (2.) For Symptoms and 
conditions (chronic) Mmulating the secondary effects, give the 
lower actenuations, and in raro cases, even the one-tentli of the 
resinoids, (3.) In a few cases, as in retention of Mle from ohstruc- 
tion of the gall duct., or in case of gall-stones, we must have the 
direct mechanical effects of Podophyllum. la such eases orudo 
doses are required. This is beat iUusCrated by the following case 
of "expulsion of gall atone," reported by me to the Korth American 
Journal, Vol. 12, p. 258 : 

"In Vol. '7, 304, of this Journal, my industrious colleague. Dr. 
Mai-ey, made mention of ' An Empirical Remedy for gall-stones,' 
and says; 'For the violent spasmodic pains which accompany 
their passage to the intestines, we have found the following treat- 
ment, derived from an empirical sourse, eminently efficacious : As 
soon as the pains have declared themselves, we ^vo the patient six 
ounces of tepid Olive-oil, and thea prescribe Nux and Aconite in 
alternation every half hour. We also apply hot water fomentar 
tiona, and occasionally a warm bath, when the paroxysm is not 
speedily ameliorated.' Thecase which I will now report is a very 
interesting one. The patient, a young lady, residing at No. 63 
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Carpenter street, had been subject, for several yeara, to attacks of 
supposed gastralgia, which would pi^a off in a few days under the 
use of anodynes, leaving her slightly jaandiced. This attack had 
been much more severe, and she had been nnder the care of two 
professors in the allopathic colleges in this city for six weeks when 
I was called. They pronounced her disecee "neuralgia of the 
stomach." The character of the pain had not changed, only to 
gvow more severe since its onset. She had been drugged with 
jilue-mosa, Gcdomsl, Opium^ Dover'' s-powder and Ohloroform, 
and i'eceived only temporary benefit from their use. I found her 
emaciatied, jaundiced, (her skin of the hue of bronze), tongue 
coated white; no appetite; headache most of the time; pulse 
qnick and hard, but small ; urine very scanty, a yellowish brown 
color, and was found to contain bile when the usual tests were 
applied. The pains ia the epigastrium extended to the right side, 
region of the gall-bladder, and were remitting i. e, there were 
paroxysms of great intensity, but some pain all the time ; 
exce^ive nausea, when the ^ain becomes severe; constipation 
and diarrhtea alternated, and in either condition the evaooationa 
■were now, and had been destitute of bile for several weeks. At my 
first visit I was undecided aa to the pathological condition at the 
bottom of the difSoalty, but gave Aconite and Nux-vomica. The 
next I decided that the msJady originated from the presence of 
gall-stones in the gall-duct, obstructing completely the passage of 
bile into the intestines, and giving rise to the interior pain; no 
relief had been obtained from the remedies, and she had bean 
obliged to resort to Chloroform all night. I now resolved to 
try Dr. Marcy's treatment. Six onnces of tepid Olive-oil were 
ordered, but she could only be induced to swallow three. This 
was at 3 p. M.; at 9 p. m., the other three ounces were adminis- 
tered. Nux and Aconite were continued as before. Third day- 
no improvement. She took Chloroiorm about half the time to get 
relief from the intense spasmodic pain ; urine more scanty, and 
of a deeper color; slimy, white diarrhcea, not a trace of bile in 
the discharges; vomiting of mucns; no bile had been vomited 
for several weeks. I ordered a hot bath. In the attempt to take 
it, a very severe chill set in with fainting ; this was followed by 
some fever. In the evening she became stupid, would not answer 
questions, and I feared she would go into coma. Dr. Coe, (Cone. 
Org, Med., page 247) gives the following treatment for gall-stones ; 
He gives at bed-time a powder composed of Podophyllin, grs. ij., 
Euphorbin, gra. j,, Caulophyllin, grs, ij. The next morning, 'as 
soon as the nausea attending the operation of the powder has 
subsided, administer eight ounces of pure Olive-oil.' 'We have 
known," he asaerta, ' as many as two hundred of these oonoretions, 
varying in slae from that of a small pea to that of a harie-nut, to 
be passed after the administration of a single dose of Podophyllin 
and the Oil.' My patient was I'apidly sinking, and I knew that if 
the obstruction was not soon removed, the blood would become 
irretrievably poisoned with bile. I did not deem It necessary to 
follow Coe's practice. Podophyllin is the real agent which dislodges 



>stsd by Google 



344 NEW HOMCEOPATmO PROVINGS. 

the concretions from the gall-duct. This it does, I believe, by 
increasing the expulsion power or peristaltic action, so to speak, 
of the gd!-bladder and its duct. The Olive-oil may aid in relaxing 
and dilating the duct, and carries the concretiona off through the 
bowels, after they have been expelled. I accordingly gave 
one grain of Podophyllin in the evening ; she was allowed Chlo- 
roform duriug the night. In the morning she swallowed three 
ounces of Olive-oil, at 6 o'clock. At 9 o'clock she vomited bilo ; 
at noon she had a free evacuation from the bowels, of a bilious 
appearance. At 3 v. m., another bilious stool, and with it a 
discharge of several gall-stones —they fell into the vessel with a 
metallic sound— as the nnrse informed me. All pain ceased about 
the time ate vomited, and did not return. The concretions were 
round, about the size of a cherry, rough externally, yellowish, and 
when broken in two, showed a radiating appearance from acommon 
centre. No account was kept of the number passed, as the nurse 
was somewhat negligent, and feiled to collect them. In a few 
days, under the use of Aconite and Nnx, the jaundice had nearly 
disappeared ; her appetite returned, and in two weeks she was able 
to ride into the country, and has since enjoyed good health. In 
the words of Dr. Marcy, I assert that ' this affords us example 
where the consistent homojopathist is justified in employing a 
chemical and purgative agent to rid the system of foreign 
substances which nature is struggling to throw off. It is not disease 
which we are to remove; not a therapeutic agent which we are to 
administer.' I recognize three methods of restoring health ; viz ; 
the cliemicat, the mechanical, and the hommopat/iic. By the first 
we can remove an irritating cause of disease, as by the use of 
Nitric^cid, in Oxalic-acid urine by the second, we can expel 
a biliary calcnius with Podophyllin and Olive-oO ; and by the last — 
the only law of cure — we can remove, with Aconite and Nux, 
the hepatic inflammation consequent upon the passage of the 
atones. I msuntain that my treatment was as rational and 
cientific as that of the surgeon who removes the spicula) of bones 
or the musket-ball, and then uses his specific remedies, and his 
snrgical apliances." 

It is amazing to witness the vast confidence which the eclectic 
physicians have in Podophyllin in nearly every disease of the liver. 
They use it almost indiscriminately in the most opposite states 
and conditions, and in functional organic affections of that organ. 
I have not space to quote their observations Mid praises, but would 
refer the reader to their works on Practice and Materia Medica. 
In congestion of the portal circle, this medicine appears to have 
an immense curative power, in which it is only equalled by 
Mercury and Leptandria. In Diseases of the Bploen, the Podo- 
phyllum has been found useful. It may be tried in acute 
inflammation, or chronic enlargement. 

Enteric Sfmptoins. — Stool earlier in the morning than usual, but 
natural ; frequent stools during the day, but of a natural consis- 
tence; SIS soft yellow stools a day, with some griping: (from 
grain doses of the third trit) ; profusu diaiThtea, worse in the moru- 
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ing; very frequent papescent, yellowish stools for forty-dght 
hours ; diaiThcea early in tlie morning, which continues during the 
forenoon, followed by a natural stool in tha evening ; evacuations 
of green stools in the morning; diarrhcea immediately after eating 
or drinting ; 'extreme weakness and cutting pain in the intestines 
aflier stool ; *p^nful diarrhcea, with screaming and gvindiDg of 
the teeth, in children, during dentition; white slimy stools; *hot, 
watery evacuations ; stools watery, frequent, profuse, and attended 
with prostration and cramps as in cholera ; stools muoo-gelatinous, 
small and infrequent, with flatulence, and pain in the region of the 
eacrum ; aftev an evacuation of a large mass of gelatinous sub- 
stance, iike white of egg, the severe tormina ceased and did not 
return; *food passes toe bowels in an undigested state; copious 
evacuations. With blaeness under the eyes; *evacuations which 
consist of dark, yellow mucus, which smells like carrion ; frequent 
chalk-like stools, which are very offensive; *with gagging and 
excessive thirst in children ; *constant pain in the lumbar region, 
which is worse dui-ing evacuation, and particularly after stool; 
stools yellow, green or watery and brown ; stools streaked with 
blood ; evacuations in the morning, attended with strong urging in 
the bowela, with heat and pain in the anus ; Sashes of heat run- 
ning up the back after a stool; sensation at stool as if the genital 
organs would fall out, (iu a female) ; too much bearing down at 
stool, as if from inactivity of the rectum ; severe and painfai tenes- 
mus ai'ter a watery stool ; *ohronie diarrhea, worse in the morning ; 
diarrhraa with prolapsus ani at every stoo?, (in children) ; *d6soent 
of the rectum froia a little exertion, immediately followed by stobl, 
or a discharge of thick, transparent mucus, sometimes of a yellow 
color, and mixed with blood; the prolapsus ani occurs- most fre- 
quently in the morning ; secretion of mucus from the anus ; the 
anus feels very sore, sensitive and swollen ; aggravation of existing 
hemorrhoids; several hard, painful hemorrhoidal tumors around 
the anus, one of which bleeds profusely, (primary symptoins); 
conatipation for two days after the diarrhcea; constipation with 
headache and flatulence ; the ftecos are hard and dry, and vojded 
with difficulty ; constipation, with hemorrhoids and prolapsus ani ; 
alternate constipation and diarrhcea, (secondary symptoms) : hard 
stool, coated with yellow, tenacious mucus. 

Clinicaj-Remakks.— It will be seen that I have arranged the 
above symptoms in a peculiar order, dLflerent from that adopted in 
the original proving. The plan of arranging the symptoms of a 
drag without reference to its primary and secondary action is much 
to be deprecated. The entire symptoms ("stooi," etc.) of aO our 
drugs begin with " constipation." Now, no one supposes that this 
is tiio first symptom of ail drugs. On the contrary, frequent and 
loose evaluations are the rule. The first symptom from even small 
doses of Podophyllum is diarrhcea. It is not until the purgative 
action has subsided, or the irritability of the intestines eshausted, 
that we have constipation. In fact this medicine rarely causes 
constipation, and then only secondarily. To avoid repetition, I have 
designated those symptoms cured by Williamson and Jeanes with 
44 
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an asterisk, but all of the other syinptoms are of et^ual importance, 
and have all loeen verified toy clinical experience. I will toriefly 
enumerate the diaordei-s of the bowels in -which this drug is indica- 
ted, without a DBeless repetitiou of the symptoms. £i acute or 
chronic mucous or follicular enteritis, it is specifically and primarily 
indicated. N& drug, not even Mercury, so Burety causes these 
conditions. Whether the disease be present In children or adults, 
the PodophyllutQ will toe found promptly curative. Diarrhoea, in 
nearly all its vai'ied manifestations, finds a aimilimum in the patho- 
genesis of this potent drug. Drs. Hering, Jeanes, Pretcha, and 
many others lay much stress on the tendency to morning aggrava- 
tion of the inteslinaJ, ai^d indeed all the symptoms of Podophyllum. 
There are only two forms of dian-hipa in which this medicine is 
secondaiily indicated. I allade to that form which accompanies 
complete jaundice, and in which the evacuations are clay-colored 
and offensive ; and the diarrhosa which alternates with constipation, 
in some chronic hepatic disorders. In these varieties it wilt be 
.found necessary to use the lower dilutions and triturations wl le i 
the former afiections the middle and highest potencies w 11 a t 
curatively. Dr. Jeanes has cured many cases of relaxed toowelR 
when the stools were too frequent but natur<d, with the h ghest 
attenuations of this remedy. Acute and chronic Col i s is i 
disease which calls for the Podophyllum. The symptorai ot ha 
drug and disease bear a remarkable resemblance, as a compa son 
will show. Dysentery is one of the diseases in which this ed ne 
has been found most useful. An abuse of this drug, and even s 
moderateand careful use, in some cases, is sure to bring on eym[ 
toms of acute dysenteiy. It is usofa! in chronic or acute djsen- 
tery, and in many cases will be found more beneficial in all the 
stages, than any other agent. One peculiar feature of the Podo- 
phyllum-dysentery, is the almost invariable presence oi prolapsus 
ani, or a tendency thereto. I onoe attended two children, aged res- 
pectively three and six years, who had been dosed with Podophyllin 
by an Eclectic, Dysentery was present in both patients, and also 
prolapsus recti. The mucous membrane of the rectum was red, 
inflamed and exquisitely sensitive. Drs. Jeanes and Williamson 
noticed similar pathogenetic effects. I cured the children with 
Nux and Nitric acid. Many cases of prolapsus recti have been 
cured with Podophyllin, even when of six years' standing, and 
accompanied all that time with diarrhcea. Dr. Gatchell, gives the 
indications for this remedy in dysentery, "commencing with a 
watery diarrhfea, terminates in a muco-sanguineous dysentery, 
accompanied with sickness at the stomach. If the diarrhcea, which 
preceded the dysentery, especially manifested itself early in the 
moming, the case will be all the more appropriate." He advises six 
drops of the tinctare in six ounces of water, a teaspoonful at a 
dose i which is to be repeated after each stool, until improvement 
commences. This prescription will cure many cases of dysentery. 
This remedy ia chiefly indicated in the so-called bilious dysentery 
JD which the "stools look like pea-soup, and consist of a yellowish' 
' ih, or bloody mucus, having a disagreeable odor, and aoeom' 
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panied with violent pains in tlie region of tlie colon, rectum and 
anus ; it causes and aggravates liemorrhoids, and severe tenesmus, 
with prolapsus ani, especially in children ; sometimes nausea and 
vomiting go with the above symptoms. The active principle, or 
PodophylUn, at the third trituration, is often more effectual and 
prompt in its action, than the tincture. Altogether, it is one of the 
beet remedies we possess for the cure of dysentery, enteritis, and 
many other inflammatory diseases of the int^tinal track. — M.) 
Dr. G, also advises Leptaudriu in typhoid dysentery, and mentions 
that Dr. Morrow was very snccessfnl with it, in that fonnidable 
form which appeared after the cholera of 1849. "In the practice of 
the writer, the second and third trituration, has often been used 
successfully in low couditious occurring in dysentery, chronio 
diarrhffia (especially the obstinate diarrhtea of soldiers), and in 
typhoid fever." — Amer. Mag. Horn., vol. I, p. 370. In Cholera 
morbus, is sometimes treated very successfully by the use of Podo- 
phyllum. It causes, in large doses, similar watery, flououlent dis- 
charges, veiy profuse and eshaustiog, accompanied with cramps in 
the abdominal, and flexor muscles of the extremities. In this 
respect it ,is the analogue of Elaterium, Jatropha, Euphorbia cor., 
Arsenic, and Veratriim. Asiatic Cholera, in some of its phases, 
ought to find a speeilie remedy in this medicine. So abundant are 
the alvine evacuations of serum caused by Mandrake, that Eclectics 
use it as a hyd/rogogue cathartic in cases of dropsy. In Cholera 
Infimtum it was found by Dr. Jeanes and Williamson to be emi- 
nently useful. I have used it in a good many oases of this disorder, 
as well as diarrh<ea from teething, and nearly every intestinal 
disease to which children are subject, and have fouud it as useful 
as Mercury, Chamomilla, or Pulsatilla. In the bowel complaints of 
children the practical physician is cognizant of the colic with spas- 
modic retraction of the abdominal muscles, the spasmodic tenes- 
mus, and tending to prolapsus ani ; all strong indications for this 
medicine. Jfe/morrhoidal affections are admii-ably under the con- 
trol of Podophyllum, The specific affinity which this drag has for 
the liver, portal system, and rectum, as shown in the pathogen^is, 
enables it to cause hemorrhoids from portal congestion, chronic 
hepatic affections, and primary irritatipn, congestion, and even 
inflammation of the veins and mucous membrane of the rectum. 
It will be found useful in internal or external piles — ^for those which 
bleed and those which do not. The sensations it causes in the 
rectum, anus, and hemorrhoidal tumors are similar to the efieots of 
aloes, of which it is a congener. 

UrtnaFj Organs- — *Ennresis ; *involuntary discharge of urine 
during sleep; *frequent nocturnal urination during pregnancy, 
(primary efl'ects) ; paia in the region of the kidneys, followed by 
flow of urine with calculi sediment ; *diiniDished secretion of urine \ 
*fiuppre8sion of urine ; scanty ui-ine, with frequent voidings, 
{secondary effects). 

CurmcAL EEMAHKS.-r-All the above symptoms are marked by 
Dr. William son, as curative. They are also pathogenetic, as I propose 
to show by Eclectic authority. I quote such testimony because it 



>stsd by Google 



848 NEW HOMEOPATHIC PROVINGS. 

may throw some light on the action of Podophyllum oq the urinary 
apparatus. King says it has been found useful in " incontinenoe 
of urine, and some affections of the bladder; " a very ambiguous 
kind of testimony. Jones says it is almost specific in " inconti- 
nence of urine, and useM in some renal difficulties." Dr. Coe, 
writes, " in the suppression and retention of urine, we have found 
the Podophyllin of exceeding utility, as a radical remedy. We 
remember one case in which the catheter had been used, on aa 
average, twelve times in twenty-four hours, for four weeks, and 
which was promptly and permanently relieved by. a single dose of 
Podophyllin, renderme the fiirther use of the catheter unnecessary. 
In all derangements of the urinary apparatus, Podophyllin will be 
found one of the beet alterative diuretics that can possibly be 
employed. It operates not so much by increasing the flow of 
urine as by restoring the secreting power of the kidneys. It is 
very efiectual in removing uric acid deposits, and corrects the dia- 
thesis. Frequently during its operation, consideraile pain mil be 
fdt in the region of the kidney s, followed by a flow of urine 
highly charged with calculous sediment. It possesses also diuretic 
properties," If this last observation is reliable, it would seem to 
show that Podophyllin has some specific action upon the renal 
organs. 

Organs of flenerntion of Men. —Sticking pain above the pub es, 
and in the courae of the spermatic cords, ' 

Clinical Rkkabks. — The Podophyllin has seemed to produce 
but few symptoms, nor has it been used in homceopathic practice in 
any of the affections of these organ. In the eclectic school, how- 
ever, it is used quite extensively for Syphilis, Gonorrhcea, Gleet, 
and- diseases of th^ prostrate. We are ieSt in doubt, however, 
whether the medicine haS any specific relation to those diseases, or 
was used in a spirit of blind empiricism, and the maladies got 
well in spite of tho medication. 

Organs of Generattou of Womon. — Retarded menstruation ; sup- 
pression of the menses in young females, with bearing down in the 
hypogastric and sacral regions, with pain from motion, which ia 
reheved by lying down ; pain in the region of the ovaries, especially 
in the right; after-pains, with strong bearing down; leucorrhtea; 
discharge of thick, transparent mucus ; leucorrhcea, attended with, 
constipation and bearing down in the genital organs; _p»'oiapsws 
uteri/ symptoms of prolapsus uteri, continuing for several weeks, 
after parturition, with rumbling of flatus in the region of the 
ascending colon; symptoms of prolapsus uteri, with p^n io the 
sacrum; flatulence unfrequent ; muco-gelatinous stools. 

Climical Remarks. — Besides the symptoms marked as euro- 
tive and pathogenetic, above. Dr. Williamson and Jeanes have 
cured the following : " Prolapsus uteri — many cases; numb, aching 
pain in the region of the left ovary, with heat running down the 
left thigh, in the third month of pregnancy; ability to lie comfort- 
ably only on the stomach in the earlier, months of pregnancy ; 
swelling of the labia during pregnancy ; atter-pams, attended with 
flatulency." Other homcuopathic practitioners have found the 
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Podophyllnm aseful in many of the diseases of won 
when involving the uterus and ovaries, 
question in what way the medicine affecta the uterus ; in some 
cases it would seem, to do so by its action on the bowele and 
rectum, as is the case with aloes. It is well known that any drug 
which powerfully irritates the lower bowel will cause congestion 
and even inflammation of the womb, by extension of effect through 
contiguous tissues ; thus, aloes may cause the above, as well as 
uterine cramps, menoifhagia, prolapsus, etc. It is thought by 
some that Podoph. has a similar action, but it would seem frota 
onr proving, as well as numerous clinical cases reported, that tha 
medicine must have Home direct action on the uterus and ovaries. 
FrolapsuB XfUri et Vagina. — Case 1.— A lady who had lately 
given birth to a stUIborn child, of large size, with a serious loss of 
blood, and had, undoubtedly, the symptoms of a severe prolapsus 
of the womb ; Arnica was given a few days, followed by China and 
Carho veg, ; these greatly increased the strength of the patient, 
after which I gave Mercm'ius 3. four powders, and PodophylHn 3. 
four powders, on alternate days. In four or five days she* was 
completely aaved,-r—I>r. Prow^, Amer, Mag. Mom,, vol. i. p. 70. 
Case 2.-A lady bad been confined about four weeks previously, but 
had been suffering ever since, with violent bearing-down pains in 
the region of the womb; intolerable p^n in the back; great 
degree of weakness ; apthre; and several scrofulous swellings 
about the neck. On examination, I found a moderate degree of 
prolapsus, swelling and induration of the os uteri, a profuse exco- 
riating leucorrhcea, and great ardor urinte. I gave, in this case, 
Mercurius sol., and Podophyltin, in alternation daily, which relieved 
in ten days the prolapsus, and reduced the os uteri to its normal 
size. The apthse yielded at the same time, to a great extent, Bella- 
donna, relieving this symptom; Sulphur, Sepia, and Merc, iod., 
removed tbe leucorrhtea, and swelling of the glands, in three weeks 
time. The 3d attenuation was used, (Ibid), Case S.-Prolapsus 
uteri, brought on by a violent strMn, seven years ago ; she was 
emaciated from violent sufiering, loss of appetite, cold and debili- 
tating night sweats, violent burning m hypochondriac region, 
extreme low spirits. Merc, viv, 3d removed the night sweats perma- 
nently; Podophyllin 3d removed the other symptoms, with the 
prolapsus, and she remains cured — more than one year. 

Induration of Os Uteri, — Dr. Gatchell mentions, incidentally, 
that Dr. Brown, of Cincinnati, cured with a trituration of Podo- 
phyllin, an induration of the os, which had resisted the efforts of 
the distinguished Prof, Morrow, until he abandoned the case in 
deapMr. Phis remedy is used extensively by the eclectics ia all 
diseases of the liver ; uterus, and in dysentery ; diavrhtsa, acute and 
chronic; glandular enlargement; scrofulous and venereal diseasRs. 
{Amer. Mag. Hbm., vol, i, p. fl3)i Aooording to some physicians, 
Podophyllin is useful in swelling and inflammation of the ovaries; 
its general specific action on the glandular system would lead us to 
Buspeot it of the power fif causing disease of those organs. I once 
found it beneficial in a case' of chronic ovaritis, with symptoma 
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like those in the proving. It \s also useful in many of the disor- 
ders of pregnant females, especially wben caused by a congested 
condition of the pelvic viscera/ the morning dokness, or excessive 
vomiting of pregnant women, will often be relieved by this medi- 
cine. Eclectic physicians prdse it highly in simple, recent 
amenorrhrea, bat they use it as the allopathist uses aloes, not hom- 
ceopathically ; in congestive amenorrhcea, however, it is homceo- 
pathio to the, condition, and in minate doses will act curatively, 

Iiarynx. — * Cough, accompanying remittent fever; * dry cough; 
* loose, hacking cough; * hooping congh, attended with costive- 
ness and loss of appetite. 

Clinical Remabks, — All the ahove symptoms seem to be cura- 
tive. We are left in doubt as to the power of PodophylHn in caus- 
ing laryngeal afTections. Dr. Coe states that he seldom employs 
any other medicine in the treatment of croup, when called to treat 
the disease in its incipient stages ; but, he applies cold water to the 
throat, and alooholio baths, and then gives a " full dose'' of Podo- 
phylin. This practice it is needless to say is needless torture, and 
the children who escape snch praotiee are luoky indeed. It is too 
much like the allopathic treatment of croup with "fuU doses" of 
Calomel and Castor oil. 

Chest. — Pmna in the chest, increased by taking a deep inspira- 
tion ; snapping in the right lung, like breaking a thread, when 
taking a deep inspiration; inclination to breathe deeply; sighing; 
shortness of breath ; sensation in the chest as if the heart was 
ascending to the throat ; sensation of suffocation when first lying 
down at night ; paipitation of the heart from exertion or mental 
emotion; * palpitation of the heart with a clacking sensation rising 
np to the throat, which obstructs respiration ; sticking pain in the 
region of the heart; * palpitation of the heart, from phyacal 
exertion, in persons subject to a rumbling in the ascending colon ; 
heavy sleep, and a feeling of fatigue on waking in the morning, 
followed by drowsiness in the forenoon. 

Clinical Remakks,— The first curative symptom above was a 
case repotted by Dr, Ward. It is to be regretted that a physical 
examination of the heart was not made, that we might know the 
condition of that organ. Such omission is to be deprecated in all 
clinical reports. The last heart-symptom is not marked with an 
asterisk in the original pathogenesis. Dr. Hempel, however, placed 
it in the Symptomen Oodex, ^probably upon good authority, in fact, 
tbe remai'k in parenthesis in the original, ("Jeanes' uameroua 
cases '') would seem to imply that he had cured that symptom in 
numerons cases, although it might imply only that it had been 
indicated as a pathogenetic symptom. The condition of the 
heart which gave rise to those symptoms, needs elucidation; taking 
the collateral symptoms into account, we should say. it was a 
sympathetic derangement of that organ, from disease of the liver, 
occurring in a debilitated subject, I do not imagine that the Podo- 
phyllum, is capable of curing or causing any organic disease of the 
heart. In pulmonary or pleuritic affections it does not seem to be 
ftften jfidicated. 
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Baek. — ^Pains in the small of the back when walking or stand- 
ing, with the sensation of the back bending inwai-ds ; pdn in the 
lumbar region, with the sensation of coldness, worse at night and 
from motion ; pain in the loins, increased by a false step and 
walking over uneven ground; pain between the shoulders, with 
soreness, woi-se 'at night and from motion; pmn under right 
shoulder-blade ; stiffness of the nape, with soreness of the musoles 
of the neck and shoulders; pain in the nape, with soreness increased 
by motion ; pain between the shoulders in the morning. 

Clinical REMAitnts. — Upon a careful analysis of the above 
symptoms, guided by Dr. Inman's treatise on Myalgia, I pronounce 
them of a myalgio character, not rheumatic. I do not consider 
Podophyllin capable of causing or curing rheumatism, like Bryoaia, 
Oolchicum, etc. It causes myalgia by its debilitating influence on 
muscular fibre. The pain under right shoulder-blade may have 
been from hepatic derangement. 

Upper BxtremitieB' — * Rheumatism in the left forearm and 
fingers ; weakness of the wrists, with soreness to the touch. 

Clinicai. Rbmakks.— My estimate of the sphere of action of 
Podophyllum would lead me to doubt if it cured a veritable 
rheuTnalisnt of the left forearm and fingers, inaiamueh as Inman 
proves that myalgia of the muscles of the arm is often mistaken 
for that disease ; the last symptom is purely myalgic. 

Jiovot Sxtremltles. — ^Pain and weakness in the left hip, like 
rheumatism, from cold, increased by going up stairs; pains in the 
thighs, legs, and knees, worse from standing ; weakness of the 
joints, especially the knees ; slight paralytic weakness of the left 
side, of one years duration ; cracking in the knee joints from 
motion ; heaviness and stiffness of the knees, as after along walk ; 
Stiffness on beginning to move; aching of the limbs, worse at 
night; pain in the left knee, leg, and foot; sharp pain in the outer 
and upper portion of the left foot ; coldness of the feet ; pergpira- 
tion of the feet in the evening. 

Clinical Remakks.— Here again, as above, I consider all the 
above pains as myalgic, arising from muscular debility. Dr. 
Jeanes, reports the cure, in a girl eighteeen years of age, of " slight 
paralytic weakness of the left aide, of one years duration," 



POLYGONUM HYDKOPIPEE. 

{Smarttcreed.) 

This is a very common indigenous plant, known by the above 
vulgar name, and also as Watet- pepper. It is found in rich, moist 
ground, about barns, stables, and out-houses, and along small water 
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1 most parts of the United States. It has but a sliglit 
odor, and a pungent, acrid taatc. It yields its medicinal properties 
to water and alcohol. 



In allopathic works it is generally clasaed as an Mnmenagogue, 
but is said to be "diaphoretic, diuretic, stimulant, antiseptic, 
rnbefa«ient, and disentlent," Probably no indigenous plant is in 
Buch general, almost universal use, in domestic practice in the 
country and city, and no remedy is so popular in a great variety 
of compMnta, It may be one of the many popular delusions, but 
. certain it is, that the remedy gives satisfaction to the patient in a 
majority of cases. In the country it is almost Useless for the 
hom(Bopathic physician to attempt to prohibit the external use of 
the Polygonum ; and, as its use is no more objectionable tbau Arnica 
applications, and prevents officious friends from applying some 
■worse article, it may as well be permitted, and even advised) as a 
fomentation in internal infl.ammation3, spasms^ pains, etc. 

The green herb, bruised, and applied to the surface, acts 
promptly as a rabefacient. Anti-septic properties have been assigned 
to it, and from the testimony in its favor, we doubt not it may 
be aidvantageously employed as a local application for that 
purpose. "It constitutes an important fomentation in hysteritis, 
cystitis, nephritis, peritoaitisj pneumonitis, pleuritis, articular rheum- 
atism, local pains, sprains, brnises, indolent and painful tumors, 
etc., one of the best in use.*' — {JSoleetie Mat. Med.) 

Dr. B. L. Hill, when an eclectic, reported a " protracted case of 
epileptic fits entirely cured by the use of the extract, made into 
pills." "In combination with Snlphate of Iron and Gum Myrrh, 
It is said to have cured epilepsy — probably dependent on some 
Uterine derangement.*' — (^ng.) Which cured? "The infaeion, or a 
fomentation of the leaves, has been beneficially applied in chronic 
ulcers, hemorrhoidal tumors ; also as a wash in chronic erysipelatous 
inflammations and' as a fomentation in tympanitis and flatulent 
colic." — {JCb.) It has quite a reputation as an external application 
in poisoning by the difierent varieties of Mhus. 

Dr. Small informs me that a proving of this remedy Was once 
made by himself, aided by some of the students of the Philadelphia 
Homceopatbio College, when he was Professor in that institation. 
The records of that proving, are, however, unfortunately lost. He 
States that its general sphere of action is quite similar to that of 
Pulsaiilla. It acts upon the mucous membranes, skin, and sensory 
nerves. It has a great reputation in acute catarrhal affeqtions, to 
which it appeal's to be homceopathic j also to some rheumatic 
disorders. We append to this notice of the Polygonum, Dr. 
Joslin's fragmentary provings. We shall not arrange the symp- 
toms, nor attempt any clinical observations, except as relates to the 

SesDltl Organs ofWomen- — Drs.Tully,Eberle, Wood, and others, 
class it among the emfnenagogues. Dr. Eberle states that it causes 
the following symptoms : — "Warmth, and a peculiar tingling sensa- 
tion throughoat the whole system; in most instances slight 
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aching paina in the hips and loins ; a aenae of weight and tenaion 
within the pelvis.'' He states that he has used it in about twenty 
cases of amenorrhcea, and says ; — "I can afSim that with no other 
remedy or mode of treatment have I been so eueceaafiil as with 
tliie. I have seldom found it necessary to continue its use for more 
than six or seven days, before its emmenagogue powers were maai- 
fested." He says that those to whom he recommended it, found it 
effectual. He used it in the form of a saturated tincture, in doses- 
of a teaspoonfal three times a day. The warm infusion is used 
anccesafuUy in domestic practice — a wine glassful! every few hours. 
I have known this simple treatment to prove effectual ailer all the 
usual remedies failed. . 

PBAQMBNTAKY PB0VIBG9 OF POLYGONUM HTDEOPIPEH, BT BE. B. F. 



J09LIN, OF NEW XOEK. 

' FruaT Pkoving. — A specimen was collected September 12th, 
1854. — A heavy rain a few days before had washed the leaves. The 
earth in the vicinity had not yet become dry, so that no dust had 
since fallen on the leaves. The weather and- time ot day were 
favorable, all dew having been removed by the sua shining m a 
clear sky. The flowering season of the plant had commenced. 
, At noon, immediately ^gr collecting the specimen, a le^f was 
thoroughly masticated and 'swallowed; the taste pungent, hke that 
of black pepper. 

Symptom 1. — At 12.30 p. m,, momentary pam in the right 
frontal protuberance, and instantly afterwards in the iiijht OLCipitil 
protuberance, after half an hour. In the afternoon of the same 
day, two dozen of the leaves were thorougly bruised m i clean 
agato mortar, and not being sufficiently succulent to allow ot the 
expression of juice, the mass was put into a vial with alcohol, reduced 
by water to about fifty per cent. At ten in the evenmg eat another 
leaf. 

2, — September 13th.— Intolerable itching at the left shin, a httle 
above the ankle, in the morning at six o'clock. 

3. — Severe aching at the fore part of the left tibta, about four 
inches below the knee, from one till two o'clock, p. m 

4.— Aching in the left shoulder, when recumbent, about 11 p. 
M., soon after going to bed. 

Secomb Peoving. — On the Vth day of May, 1856, 1 decanted a 
second time a second sample of the tincture, from a specimen col- 
lected September 16th, 1854, and prepared in a similar manner. 
At 1,30 P. M. agitated one drop of this tincture with half an ounce 
of water, and took it at onee. 

1. — At 1.40 p. M., painful pressure on the palmar-radial dde of 
the right fore-arm, an inch and a half above the wrist, at the spot 
where the radial artery is distinctly felt, lasting seven minutes, 
commencing ten minutes after the dose. 

2. — Dry cough in the night, excited by titiilation in the upper- 
anterior part of the chest, with a dry sensation in the larynx when 
coughing, after about twelve hours. May 8th. — At 1 p. m.. put one 
drop of the tincture, Polyg., in one gill of water, and after a^tatiog 
it several times, occupied a minute in sipping it. 
45 
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3. — Sensation of Beat in the mouth and throat within the first 
quarter of an hour, commencing at the tip of the tongue and 
extending to much of the mouth, tlien to the throat at the right 
upper part. 

4. — Cough excited, by a pricking, tickling sensation, behind the 
upper part of the sternuin, at 1.30 r. m,; i. e., ailev forty minutes. 

6. — JUay 9th and 10th. — Pain preasive and remittent, for two 
consecutive eveniDgs, at the anterior-inner surface of the head of 
the lefi tibia. 

6, — On the 9th, in the evening, the interior of the anus waa 
studded with itching erainencea, as from corrugation without con- 
traction — a kind of hemorrhoidal tumor; they disappeared within 
two days. 

The above is an exact copy of records made at the time of the 
provings. Short as they are, I call them two' because the latter 
was made after such an interval as precludes the possibility of 
. continuance of action. 



EUMEX CEISPUS. 

{Yellow Dock) 

This plant is a native of Europe, though naturalized in this 
country. It follows closely the march of emigration, and even 
preoedes it, so that it may almost be looked upon as belonging to 
the cl^s of indigenous plants. It grows in fields, gardens, and 
waste places, and is so well known that it needs no accurate des- 
cription. The root which is the officinal portion, is large, spindle- 
shaped and yellow ; it has but little odor, and a bitter and astrin- 
gent taste. It yields ils medicinal properties to boiling water 
and alcohol. This is one of four species of dock used in this 
country in medicine, but of the others we have no provings or 
clinical experience. To the late lamented B. F. Joslin, M. D., of 
New York, the profession owe the valuable and accurate provings 
of this medicine. He first called the attention of the profession 
to it in the first and second volumes of the Philad. Jour., of Horn., 
afterwards in other Journals, and finally in the American Hom. 
Review, in which he published the " verified Byinptoms ot Rumex 
Crispus." The original provings and clinical contributions, were 
made by some of the best men in our sehoola, namely Drs. JosUa 
Sr. and Jr., Bowors, Bayard, Kellogg, Houghton, Payne, Rhees, 
and otherH. We may implicitly rely upon the accuracy of their 
observations. I cannot omit in tliis place to render my tribute 
of respect and reverence for the genius, virtues, and sterling 
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qualities of Dr. B. F. Joslin. He was one of those representative 
men of onr profession and school, ranking with Hartmann, Hempely 
Neidhard and a few others whose "mighty footsteps'.' will 

"Eoho downtlisOorridorsorTirae," 

Among his many excellent qualities, the most to he admired were 
hie industry, honesty, and consistency. In the domain of Materia 
Mediea and Therapeutics, no man has done more in this country. 
He has given as some exact and reliable provings, and a volume 
on ''Epidemic Cholera," which is one of the finest monographs ever 
published in our school. He was rigorously honest in that- ha 
allowed no prejudice to sway his judgment, but examined carefully 
the testimony relating to drags, from any and all sources, selecting 
the reliable, no matter from what source it emanated, or how 
obtained. He also recorded hia observations with that truthfulness 
and candor which commands our highest regard. Although a 
staunch champion for the "high potencies,", he did not allow his 
enthusiasm to degenerate into bigotry, or his preference into 
prejudice. He was thoroughly consistent, always relying upon the 
higher dilutions, even in Cholera, and Ms success in their cure was 
something astonishing, bat probably owing to his carefulness in 
selecting his remedies. We can admire such a man, as much as 
we can despise others, who, constantly harping upon the highest 
potencies, habitually resort to the lower, and even cruder drugs. 
For myseltj who allow the largest lattitudc, I can sincerely respect 
the consistency of a Joslin, even though I cannot adopt his practice 
altogether. According to Dr. Joslin's "verified symptoms," and 
clinical experience, the Rumex c, is closely analogous to iSulphur 
Phosphorus, Cansticum, Calc, Mercurius, and Spongia. In fact 
it has many symptoms which are to be found in the pathogenesis of 
these remedies. This may partly be accounted for by a fact too little 
heeded by our school; namely, that the ciiemical analogue of aplant 
is some clue to its pathogenetic effects. Mumex c, contains, 
besides starch, mucilage, lignin, etc.. Sulphur, and various salts, 
among which are the phosphate of lime. Here we have three of 
our best remedies represented indirectly in the yellow-dock ; namely, 
Calcarea, Phosphorus, and Sulphur. Its use in the old school, for 
diseases of the skin, and other obstinate affections, all of which are 
covered by the symptoms of the raediciues above named, and its 
undoubted success, should have led us, without any proving, to 
decide nearly the sphere of action of this plant. The following 
provings, however, show its real properties, and proves the reliable- 
ness of the above assertion. Tbe provings were made with the 
mother tincture, lower and higher dilutions; the thirtieth caus- 
ing the same or similar symptoms, that were aroused by the crude 
tincture. 

(tenekal Efpkcts, — Allopathists have decreed the Rumex c, 
to be altei'ative, tonic, astringent and discutient. In the first 
volume of the Philad. Jour, of Homceopathy, Dr. Joslin comments 
on the Allopathic use and statements concerning this medicine. 
As it would be improper to copy his remarks entire I would refer 
the reader to that article (page 289), He remarks; — "Its only 
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definite and well- ascertained property was its power of curing itch, 
when administered internally and applied externally. This was as 
well inown to the laity as to the profession." He goes on to say 
tLatthe Allopathiet compounds the medical properties of the dii- 
ferent vai'ieties of Rumex, and would have us consider their effects 
nearly the same. Ignoring as they do the necessity of proving 
each drug, in Older to ascertain its true action, they grope in the 
dark. They reverse the true order of investigation. "But 
these" he remai'ks " are not specially the faults of the professor 
(Wood) ; they are almost inseparable from the school." Dr. 
Woo4 remarks: "We ha^Q placed together- the three officinal 
species of dock (i. e. E, agwaticua, R. brittanica and R. obtusifolius)," 
becBuae their virtues are so nearly alike that a separate considera- 
tion would lead to unnecessary repetition. All the o^Aej-speciesmay 
be used indiscriminately with those which are considered officinal. 
The medical properties of dock root are those of an astringent 
and mild tonic. It is also ettpposed to possess an alterative property 
which renders it useful in scorbutic disorders, and cutaneous 
eruptions, particularly the itch. It is said to have been useful in 
scrofula and syphiiiB. The roots of some species unite a laxative, 
with the tonic and astringent property, resembling rhubarb, some- 
what, in their operation." (Wood.) "Dr. Payne, in his judicious 
compend of the Allopathic Materia Medica, comes to the conolii- 
sion, that Bumex is similar but inferior to Rhubarb. Our school; 
after a comparison of the provings, would consider the difference 
to be more q^nalitative than quantitative." {Iodine). 

The eoleotic school estimate the dooks more highly than their 
Allopathic brethren. Jones and Scudder in their Materia Medica 
say : — " The dock appears to exert its silent alteratve action upon 
the constitution in many chronic cutaneous eruptions, as scabies, 
the different forms of herpes, etc^ syphiUs, when it has assumed a 
constitutional form, attended with an ulceration of the fauces, 
eruption or ulceration npon the surfece, also in mercurio-syphilitie 
disorders, mercurial cachexy, cancerous tumors or ulcers, scrofula — 
whether manifested by a ^nerai depravation of the system, 
enlarged glands, or foul and indolent ulcers — or in any other form 
of ulcer, especially if dependent upon any constitutional taint. In 
caries, necrosis or other morbid oonditioiiB of the osseous system, in 
scurvy or scorbutic affections, and in numerous other abnormal 
States, its resolvent, depurative and detergent qualities, render it an 
excellent auxiliary and corroborant, all the agenta desired under 
this class (alteratives) are either associated or alternated with 
other remedies and Koi relied upon as individual curative agents." 

This last sentence contains the elements of all the errors of 
Allopathic therapeutics. They mix a number of drugs together, 
and then affirm certain curative properties of one of these, because 
the compound seemed to cure. It is in this manner that the esti- 
mate of Rnmex quoted above is made up. It is generally given in 
combination with Stillingia, Iodide of Potash, or some other drug. 
Nearly all the curative effects above named may be due to the latter 
medicines. It is also recommended for " dyspepsia, debilitated 



atdb, Google 



RUMEX CRISPUS. R51 

states of the intestinal canal, diarrhtea, and dysentory." Dr. J, 
Williams, says: — "Boiled in milk, and taken in hiematemesis, it is 
an infallible remedy.'' It is said to bo useful as a wash or gargle 
in spongy states of the gums, ulceration of the mouth, throat, etc. 
Howmuuh of value there may be in the above statements, will be 
shown by the proving. 

Gkneeal Symptoms. — General languor; general pulsation or 
throhbing through the body; sensitiveness to the open air in cold 
weather, or to the cold, 

Chaeacteristics. — Locality and character. — ^The left chest 
has' more verified symptoms than any other region ; tbey are 
generally sharp pains. Tbei other regions which afford a consid- 
erable, and nearly equal number of symptoms, as compared 
with each other, are the head, stomach, abdomen, and inferior 
extremities. The symptoms of the head .are, generallyj dull pains 
in the frontal region. The symptoms generally appear to be either 
in a mucous membrane, or in a muscular locality, and to be about 
equally numerous in both. I leave' it for othei-s to decide whether 
the latter are neuralgic. Thej" present about the same number as 
the former. {Joslin.) (7oWi!i'<ws.—Headacl]e, worse on movement ; 
sensation of weight of a hard substance in the stomach, or pit of 
the stomach after a tneai; liquid diarrhwa, evacuations in the 
morning; pain in the chest when in fied oi night; unqniet sleep, 
with dreams of danger or trouble, early in the morning ; itching 
of the skin, worse on uncovering, and exposing it to the air, 
especially on going to bed in the evening, or at night. {.Toslin^ 

The a.bove careful remarks by the astute observer, -Dr. Joslin, 
are very valuable, and quite practical. 

Stln. — Itching in various parts of the body, either in this order : 
left portion of the back, left ear, left shoulder, and loft loin, or else 
principally on the lower extremities. On various parts a stinging, 
Itching, or pricking itching ; itching on the shoulder in the evening, 
with itching in the lumbar or dorsal region; itching on the body, 
principally on the lower extremities; itching of the skin when 
uncovered and exposed to the air ; eruption on the hmbs, first per- 
ceived in the evening; itching of the vesicles on undressing in the 
evening to go to bed ; an itching rash, in which numerous small red 
pimples are developed ; the eruption itching in the evening, and 
worse on exposure to the air. 

Clinical Remakes. — B'or the allopathic use of Rumex, in skin 
diseases, see "General Effects." No clinical records of cures of 
skin diseases, treated with Rumex, have yet appeared in our school, 
but Dr. H. M. Payne, while experimenting with Rumex, got the 
following notable symptoms from the crude tincture: "Wnile un- 
dressing aDd for some tifne after, considerable ifcAm^o/'iAe surface 
of the lower extremities.^^ This occurred several nights, when he 
says ;— " There is no appearance of an eruption until after irritating 
the skin by edratching, and then ratber a, diffused redness, which 
soon disappears. Frequent scratching of the surface has produced 
a number of little sores, (which, however, readily heal,) on tne calves 
of the legs, and about the knees, especially the posterior surfaces ; 
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the rash is not usually troublesome until after the surface is exposed 
to the air while undressing at night, or on getting' up in the morn- 
ing ; the warmth of the bed soon relieves the itching." (The 
contrary occurs in moat caaeB of skin diseases, the itch especially ; 
also in the provings of Mercurius, the opposite obtains.) Many 
persons are troubled with a pecnliar irritability of the skin, like 
the condition above described. Exposure to air, working in water, 
scratching, wearing flannel or new cloth, will get up considerable 
iiTitation, and even cause erythematons and other eruptions. In 
each cases the Eumex will probably form an admirable remedy. I 
would also suggest its persevering use io those eruptioiis which 
seem constitutional, and which, .when suppressed, or not appearing 
upou the surface, are replaced by cough, hoarseness, and other lung 
symptoms. May not the peculiar irritation which Kumex causes 
in the bronchial mucous membrane be analogous to the condition 
of the skin noted above ? The remarks of Dr. C. Dunham are 
pertinent to this suggestion. They will be foand under the head 
of " chest." 

Sleep.— Great propensity to sleep in the evening before the 
proper time ; unquiet sleep at night ; restless and uncomfortable in 
the bed at night; unquiet sleep, with dreams of danger and trouble 
early in the morning ; dream of theft or burglary ; an unpleasant 
dream in the morning between five and six o'clock, just before 
■waking; unquiet dreamy sleep, followed by headache, and bitter 
taste on waking in the morning. 

FeTeP. — Heat and other symptoms of fever in the morning, 
preceded by restlessness at night; increased frequency of pulse ; 
sensation of heat, followed by that of cold without shivering. 

Head. — Sensation of fulness in the head; headache after 
awaking in the morning, preceded by a disagreeable dream ; head- 
ache worse by motion; dull paiu in the head, between the time 
of waking and breakfast, preceded by a disagreeable dream in 
the moniing ; dull pain m the head in the forenoon, ' com- 
mencing at 10 o'clock; dull pain in the forehead / frontal headache 
on awaking in the morning ; pain over the right eyebrow ; pain on 
the right side of the forehead in the region of causality ; pain in 
the left temple ; darting pain, or sharp, piercing pain m the left 
«de of the head, for half an hour or less ; dull aching pain in the 
occiput. 

Ejes. — Sore feeling in the eyes, without any external signs of 
inflammation. 

Ears. — Ringing in the ears ; itching, in the ears ; sensation as if 
the ears were obstructed ; constant roaring in the eara, not relieved 
by pressing the fingers into the ears. 

ITose. — Obatrnetiou of the nose ; fluent eoryza, attended with 
painful irritation in nostril and sneezing; e pi ataxia ; mucua dis- 
charge from posterior nares; violent and rapid sneezing; sensation 
of great dryness in the nose, day and night ; feeling of dryness in 
the, posterior nares. 

race. — Sensation of heat in the cheeks, within the first hour; 
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heat and redness of the faue in the evening ; heat and rednesa in 
the face with dull headache in the evening, 

■ leeth. — Toothache with aching in the head ; grumbling, Btingiiig 
toothache in right aupurior molars, while riding in cold wind, 
attended with dull aching in forehead. 

Honth. — Sensation as from a hum or scald on the tongue; 
sensation of exeoriafion, or slight stinging, at edge of tongue ; 
flow of salira within first hour ; dryness of the mouth and tongne 
at night. 

Throat.— Sensation of excoriation in the throat; sore feeling in 
the throat on swaliowing in the forenoon; sensation as of a lump 
in the throat, not relieved hy hawking and swallowing; raw feeling 
in throat, with secretion of phiegtn; muooua secreted in upper part 
of throat ; aching sensation in the throat, aa if a lump were sticking 
fast in the cesophagu3 , aching in the pharynx, with collection of 
tou^h mucus in the fauces. 

(jastrlc Symptoms- — Awoke with bitter taste in the mouth in 
morning; flatulency after meals ; heaviness, or a sensation of hard 
substance in the stomach or epigastrium soon after a meal ; after a 
meal has a sensation of weight in the stomach, like that produced 
by the presence of undigested food in it (the first symptonis in 
two pro vers, with the tinetnre*). Tasteless eructations; sensation 
of fullness or distension in the stomach or scrobiculous cordis, with 
eructations on going to bed or in evening; nausea in the morning 
and forenoon, also in the evening ; nausea with eructations ; nausea 
either with a sensation of fullness in the abdomen, as if diarrhcea 
were forming, or else with moving in the intestines as from a 
cathartic; sharp pain in the pit of the stomach, either worse on 
movement, or occurring while riding ont in the open air j stitching, 
then cutting pain in stomach. 

CuNicAi, Remaeks.— It has been nsed with alleged success in 
dyspepsia. Many of the above symptonis would seem to indicate 
its applicability in some forms of gastric derangement. Dr. Joslin 
reports the following cases in the "Review;" — "A young lady 
compMned of shootings from the pit of the stomach into the 
chest in varioos directions ; sharp pams in left chest ; dull aching 
in the forehead and slight nausea ; ordered her to take Rumes 
thirtieth, morning and evening. She called the next day ; all her 
symptoms had been removed by a single dose, and her appetite, 
which had been defective, improved ; having eaten an unusually 
full dinner, there is a partial return of the shootings ; gave Rumex 
thirtieth, evening and morning ; there was no further complaint." "A 
lady about fifty years of age, who had suffered about three weeks 
with pain ia the pit of the stomach, aching in the left chest, 
flatulence, eructations, pressure and distention in the stomach after 
meals ; was permanently cured of these dyspeptic symptoms in 
two or three hours by one dose of Kumex, two liundredth." — "A 

• " Dr. Payno, who axperiecced this flyinptora several tfmea, adds, that thia B^nflation of 
hav o dlflioaUuaarmBtiOQof lh:Xaa"wellBstheayoiptomBof the'leil."-(Jt)Jli«,j 
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young lady has a aeusation of fulness and pressure in the pit of the 
stomach, extending up towards and to the throat, and afberwards 
carried down again towards the stomach when she swallows, , and 
then rising again to the throat. This cnrioi^ alternation has been 
observed in ttie proving of Rumex. She was enred byRumex two 
hundredth." "A gentleman, not accustomed to the use of tea, took 
a cup of it, very weak, of the'blaok kind ; then followed aching in 
the pit of the stomach and aohing and shooting above it in the 
chest, at, and especially on each side of the lower end of the 
sternum. These symptoms were removed in a few minutes by 
one dose of the Kumex, thirtieth!'' 

Hrpochondrium. — ^Pain in the hopocliondrium in the afterooon, 
after dinner; worse on movement, or occurring while walking; 
hypochondrium pained by coughing, rapid walking, or deep inspira- 
tion. 

Abdomen. — Dull pain in the abdomen in day time, continning 
two hours ; pain in the abdomen in the night ; pain in the abomen 
in the morning ; pain in the abdomen in the morning in bed ; 
protuberance or hardness, or else sensation of fulness in the 
abdomen ; rumbling in the bowels, or much flatus moving obont in 
them; pain in the abdomen,' occurring or increasing during deep 
inspiration; moving in the intestines; flatulent colic near the 
umoilicus soon after a meal, mitigated by discharge of flatus ; 
emissions of flatus in the morning ; pain in the umbilical region, 
with ernctation, soon followed by pain over eyebrow ; pain in 
the abdomen, in the morning, followed by an evacuation of the 
bowels; griping pain in the bowels below the umbilicus, which is 
partially relieved by the discharge of very ofiensive flatus, after 
breakfast; sensation in the bowels as if diarrhcea would ensue. 
(See clinical remarks under " stool") 

Stool and Anu8.-^-Dark-colored fseces; stool brown, or else 
black; constipation, or else scanty fteces ; sensation iu the bowels 
as if a diarrhceaic evacuation would ensue, the sensation passing ofi" 
without subsequent evacuation; liquid diarhcealc stool In the morn- 
ing ; diarrhteaio stool in the morning, preceded by eructations; 
diarrhosaic stool in the morning preceded by pain. in the abdomen ; 
sensation as if from pressure of a stick in the rectum; itching in the 
anus; discharge of ofiensive flatus. 

CuNicAL Remaeks. — ^It is considered by allopathlsts, as similar 
in its action to Rhubarb, and has been used by that school in 
diarrhffia and dysentery. It is homceopathic to some forms ot 
intestinal disorder. Dr. A, E. Small informs me that at one time 
he founditvery useful in the bowel complaints of children. Dr. 0. 
Dunham, writes (Am, Hom. Review, voi. ii, p. 533); "I have noticed 
in one uase the cessation of a brown, watery diaiThraa after the 
administration of Rumex. A boy of five years, had brown, watery 
diarrhtea, chiefly in the morning, having five stools from 5 to 6 a.. 
M., attended with moderate griping pain in the lower part of the 
abdomen ; this continued several days, notwithstanding two pre- 
scriptions which I made for it. Observing that the boy had a 
cough, wbicli presented the characteristic features of the rumex 
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congh, I gave that remedy, and both diarrhcaa and cough were 
apeedHy cured." A writer, (" I ") in the Horn. Review, reports two 
eases. "A lady about the turn of life, bad diarrhcea in the morning, 
foar evacuationB, between 6 and 10 a, m. ; fffices very thin ; evacu- 
tions painless; nausea on movement in the night, preceding the 
evacuations; mouth dry, tongue slightly coated yellow.; the day 
previous had du!l psun on the right side of the sternum; sharp 
pain on the left. Gave Rumex 30th., in solution, once in three hours. 
The next day all the symptoms were removed." — ^'Diarrhosa in. 
the morning with coughr—a, lady about fifty years of age, has had 
diarrhcea every morning for foar days ; the evacuations, profuse, 
ofiensive, and thin, and have even become watery ; she is also 
sutteriug from a cough, exdted by a sensation of tickling in the 
tbroat-pit. It is usually dry, but when expectoration takes place, 
this is tasteless ; the cough shocks the atomaoh, and is attended 
with a sensation of excoriation in the chest ; it keeps her awake at 
night. Rumex 30th., every four hours, on 30 th of March, in the eve- 
ning the cough was immediately and decidedlyiraproved, so that she 
slept all night. Next morning she awoke with the moat severe head- 
acne she had ever suffered; itwasaeontinuous aching iu the temples, 
forehead and eyebrows, and lasted all the morning; the cough and 
diarrhtea were removed without any other medicines. AH the above 
symptoms, except the fcetor of the fieces, have been observed as 
pathogenetic of Rumex." 

rrinarr Organs, etc. — ^Urino extremely pale, or colorless ; very 
Budden and urgent desire to urinate ; copious discharge of colorless 
urine in afternoon; complete loss of sexual desire for several days, 

larynx. — Pain in the larynx; in the second prover in a few 
minutes, and the first rumex symptom in six years; tenacious 
mucus m the throat or larynx, detached and removed by aa 
expiratory efibrt, or attended with a constant desire to hawk and 
raise it ; in the &-st prover it was the first symptom in the second 
proving, five years aJter the first ; much mucus in the bronchi, or in 
the larynx; expectoration made by coughing and hawking, .or 
attempted by hawking, worse at night; scraping and tenacious 
mucus in the throat, or else much tough mucus in the larynx, 
with a constant desire to hawk and raise it, but without relief; 
cough excited by tickling or irritation behind the sternum; cough 
excited by irritation in the cheat; cough, attended with pdn in the 
head. Sudden change of voice at the same hour on consecu- 
tive days ; the first and second of the proving, it becomes sud- 
denly hoarse at eleven at night, or else rose several notes in 
pitch at two in the afternoon. 

CuNicAi Bemabks. — The Rumex c. seems to have a speoiSo 
affinity for the laryngeal and bronchial mucous membraue; the 
recorded clinical experience with this remedy is quite extensive. 
Dr. C, Dunham makes some valuable observations conceraing its 
therapeutical properties. I copy a portion of his article (see Amer. 
Horn. Review, vol. ii^ p. 530) : " I have used the Rumex chiefly in 
acute catarrhal affections of the iarynx, trachea, and bronchi. In 
these cases it seems to me to present a close analogy in its action to 
46 
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Belladonria, Lacliesis, Ptosplioriie andCausticum, Witliont asaum- 
ing to present an exhaustive analysis of the action of Rumex on the 
respiratory organs, 1 prooeecl to state the indications for its use to 
which my studies of it, thus far have led me. Rumex dimiiiishea 
the secretions, and at the same time exalt* in a very marked maa- 
ner, the sensibility of the mnoons membrane of the larynx and 
trachea, exceeding in the extent of this exaltation, any remedy 
knoiPii to ua. The cough, therefore, is frequent and conUnuona, to 
an extent quite out of proportion to the degi'ee of organic affection 
of the mucous membrane. It is diy, occurs in long paroxysms, or, 
binder certdn circumstances, is almost uninterrupted. It is induced 
or greatly ^gravated by any irregularity of respiration, such as an 
inspiration a little deeper or more rapid than usual ; by an inspira- 
tion of Mr a little colder than that previously inhaled ; by irregu- 
larity of respiration, and motion of the larynx and trachea, such as 
are involved in the act of speech ; and by external pressure upon the 
trachea, in the region of the supra-sternal fossa.'' The subjective 
■symptoms, ai-o, rawness and soreness in the trachea, extending a 
snort distance below the supra-stemal fossa, and laterally into the 
bronchi, chiefly the left ; and tickling in the supi'a^ternal fossa, and 
behind the sternum, provoking the cough ; this tickling is veiy 
annoying and very persistent, and is often but momentarily, and 
Bometimea only partially,' relieved by coughing. The cough occurs 
chiefly, or is much worse, in the evening after retiring, and at the 
time the membrane of the trachea is particularly sensitive to cold 
dc, and to any irregularity in the flow of air over its surface; so that 
thepatient often covers the bead with the bed clothes to avoid the 
cold mr of the apartment, and refuses to speak, or even listen to 
conversation, lest his attention should bo withdrawn from the 
supervision of his respiratory acts, which he performs with the 
most careful unifonnity and deliberation, and all in the hope of 
preventing the distressing tickling and the harrassing cough which 
would ensue from a neglect of these precautions. I have frequently 
witnessed this state of things dnring;the last three years, and have 
invariably given prompt relief with Rumex. In the group of rem- 
edies in which I have placed Rumex (along with EeU., Lach., 
Phos., Caust.), it stands pre-eminent in respect to the extreme 
sensibility of the tracheal mucous membrane. All of these remedies 
produce symptoms identical in kind : the charactevietio of each is to 
be found in the relative degree in which each symptom is pro- 
nounced in the different remedies, quite as much as in the possession 
by any one of them of symptoms not produced by the others. Thus, 
Belladonna, Lachesis, and Rumex produce each, a dry cough, 
induced by tickling in the larynx or trachea, and provoked by deep 
inspiration, by speaking, and by external pi'essuro on the lar3TiK or 
trachea. The cough of each is spasmodic and long continued, 
and is worse at night after retiring; but, apart from the 
fact that Belladonna and Lachesis act more upon the lower 
part of the trachea, we observe that, in the case of Lachesis, 
the slightest external pressure on the larynx or trachea 
produces violent and long-continued, spasmodic cough ; the 
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patient cannot endure the least constrieUon in that region, not even 
the ordinary coutaot of his clothing. There is, moreover, a sense of 
fulness ia the trachea and a very panful aching in the whole extent 
of the OS hyodes. In tho case of Belladonna not only is cough pro- 
duced to a moderate extent by pressing upon the larynx, but aore- 
nef® and pain are experienced with a sense of internal fulness and 
soreness which at once suggests the presence of Acute Laryngitis 
aub-mucosa. In Rumex, on the other hand, there is no sensibility, 
strictly speaking, of the trachea, but simply such an instability of 
the mncous membrane that coagh ia pi-oducedby the change of por- 
tion induced in that membrane by external pressure on the trachea. 
As regards the extent and intensity of this symptom, Rumex holds 
a lower rank tlian the other remedies named. But the irritability 
of mncoua membrane by virtue of which, cough is induced by hurried 
or deep inspiration, or by speaking, while it is common to Bell., 
Lach., Rumex, and Phosphorua is produced in the most exalted 
degree, as we have already seen, by Rumex, which, as regards this 
symptom, takes firat rank. A sensation of rawneaa or roughness in 
the larynx, trachea and bronchia is produced by each of the four 
remedies above named, but the locality and the degree in which it 
ia produced, vary in siioh a manner as to serve in some mea- 
sure as a characteristic of each. It is most marked ia Phos- 
phorus and Belladonna, less prominent in Rumex, and least of all 
in Lachesis. In Belladonna and Lacheals it is most marked in the 
larynx; indeed it is almost confined to that region. Rumex pro- 
duces it in the trachea and upper part of the bronchia, while 
Phosphorus induces it in the whole mucous tract, from the larynx 
to tne smaller bronchia, and bronchi; and, moreover, in the 
Phosphorus proving this 'rawness' of the air passages is 
accompanied by a no less characteristic sense of weight and 
constriction across the upper part of the thorax, which indi- 
cates an affection of the finer air tubea, and of the air vesicles, of 
such a character as seriously to impede the function of respira- 
tion. Id considering this last symptom we mnst mention Causti- 
cum also, which produces 'rawness,' extending the whole 
length of the sternum. All five remedies, again, produce hoarse- 
ness : Phosphorus, Cansticum, and Belladonna most eminently, 
Rumex less decidedly, and Lachesis in a still less degree. — As 
regards complications. Belladonna and Lachesis apply especially 
to those which involve the fauces and pharynx, and are acute — 
the one of a sthenic, the other of an asthenic character ; — Phos- 
phorua, those of the pulmonary tissues of a definite inflamma- 
tory cbai'acter ; and, Rumex, to certain affections of the !uag3 
and their envelopes of which their nature is not clearly defined in 
the proving. They are indicated by pairs, generally sub-acute, in 
the upper part of the lung, near the clavicle and axilla, and mora 
frequent in the left than in the right lung. The following case from 
my clinical record will illustrate the character of the Rnmex 
cough. M., aged twenty-two of feeble constitution, strumous, subject 
for several years to sab-acute rheumatism, has had a severe cold 
for several days, and ia now confined to the bed. The pulse is 
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quick, not hard, one hundred and ten, stin moderately hot and dry; 
fece somewhat flushed ; respiration emharraaed, not so much l)y 
any constriction of the chest as by the violent and long-con- 
tinued cough, which follows any attempt to make a full inspi- 
ration, A physical examination of the chest reveals no abnormal 
condition. The patient complains of roughness and soreness in the 
lower part of the trachea, and behind the upper thh-d of the 
Bternnm, much more perceptible ivhen she "coughs. The cough 
is dry, slightly hoarse, very violent and fatiguing to the patient. 
It is provoked by a tickling in the eupra-sternal fossa — is 
induced by pressure on the trachea in that region, and especially 
by talking, and by deep inspiration or by tte inspiration of cool 
air. This irritability of the trachea increases very markably 
after 1 p. m, bo that' the patient suffera exceedingly from the 
constant tackling and violent cough.' Can prevent them only by 
Tespiring with very great caution and deliberation, by avoid 
ing all distractions of speech and conversation, and finally, she 
dvaiFS the bed clothes over the head in order to avoid inhaling 
the coo) air of the chamber. This patient states that she has fre- 
quently had such coughs as this, and they have proved very 
obstinate, although under skilful homceopathio treatment. I gave 
Enmex 12th in solntion, a teaspoonful every two hours. After 
the second doae there was complete relief. The next evening 
a very sligbt disposition to cough. No further symptoms. I sup- 
plied the patient mik Rumex 30th, and advised her to use it at once 
on the occurrence of anch a cough, and I am informed that 
she always succeeded in subduing the cough within twelve 
hours. The following cases in the practice of Er. P. P. Wells, 
of Brooklyn, were communicated in a letter to Dr. Joslin, some 
years since. We i-egret that these are the only cases of Dr. 
W.'s that we can at present report, but hope at some future 
time we shall be able to publish more, ab the doctor's Ciper- 

ience with this remedy has been very satiafactoiy. Mrs. , 

bad been subject to eight miscarriages, all in the earl^ stage 
of pregnancy, which in each case was early attended with dry, 
shaiing, spasmodic cough, in paroxysms of great violence, 
which was regarded by herself and friends as instrumental in 
pvodudng the abortions. At the beginning of the ninth preg- 
nancy she came to Brooklyn to he under hom<popathic treat- 
ment. She had her cough, which was very dry, harsh, loud, 
Bhaking, worse at night, preventing sleep, excited instantly by 
piessure on the trachea. The cough was relieved promptly 
by Huraex crispus, 30th. The following marked and rather 
important group of symptoms were relieved promptly, in the 
treatment oi the case of our friend D., by Kumex 200th., Lehr- 
man's preparation. Thinking a knowledge of the fiict might 
interest you, to whom we are indebted tor our knowledge of 
this interesting drug, I send it. The cough begins with tickling 
behind the top of the sternum, and sometimes in paroxyms of 
five to ten minutes duration. Trachea sore to outward pressure ; 
feels excoriated through its whole extent, as do also the whole 
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fauces ; cough excited by pressure on throat pit ; cons^h U -violent, 
■with scanty, difficult expectoration ; bhouks the heud and cliest, 
as if the head would fly in pieces, and he feels as if he 
might raise blood at any minute, lie is greatly exhausted after 
the paroxysms of coughing; head aches during the cough. 
Tou have the grotip aoove in the order as written down tor 
me by his brother, and upon which I prescribed the medi- 
cine, which ■was followed by the happiest results. Dr. J, M. 
Rheee, reports several cases of Aphojna: one of three months 
standing ; with sore throat dm-iag deglutition ; posterior surface 
of pharynx irritated and in places excoriated, edges of soft 
palate and uvula red and somewhat swollen, and covered with 
an eruption of minute red pimples ; slight hacking cough 
produced by a tickling in larynx and upper part of tra- 
chea. Under Carbo veg., Canst,, and Merc, she grew worse ; 
her cough became almost constant ; tickling at the root of the 
tongue; Hyos, and Rhus, were given, but gave no relief. Mum&a 
6th was then given, and she commenced to improve the day after. 
Oq the third day her coagh was much better, and the pharynx 
looked almost natural. The eruption on the palate had almost 
disappeared, but there was still some redness oa the edges, Rnmex 
6th as before, cured. Dr. B. P. Joslin, in the first Vol of 
Fhilad..Jou, of Hom,, reported eleven cases of cough, cured with 
the 80th dilution of Rumex c. I give a brief abstract of the 
cases : — Case 1. Dry cough ; tickling in the throat pit ; excoriation 
in larynx and behind the upper portion of the sternum ; cough 
worse on working ; pain in chest. Rume^ 30th cured the case; 
three doses only were given. The cough had lasted several weeks 
before the Rumex was prescribed. Case 2. Fluent coryza, with 
cough excited by tickling in the throat pit ; sensation of excoriation 
behind the upper part of the sterouin while coughing; Rumex 
80th, morning and evening. Cured promptly. Case 3. A 
lady of highly nervous temperament, had confusion of the bead ; 
hoarseness in the evening ; cough ; excoriation behind the whole of 
the sternum on coughing, and inspiration, and coldness of the 
fingers; Rumex 30th, three times a day. Cured in a few days. 
Case 4. Severe, dry congh, excited by an irritated pressure in the 
throat pit; excoriation in the larynx, and chest; Rumex 30th morn- 
ing and evening. Cured in a few days. Case 5. Cough excited by 
pressing on the throat, and attended with excoriation in the larynx 
and chest, and hoarseness. He took one dose of Rumex thirty 
drops, in the morning ; in afteraoon of same day was much better ; 
no cough next day, nor did it return. Case 6. Violent cough in 
evening, worse about II o'clock at night; aggravated by lying 
down ; excited by a ticUing behind the sternum, and attended by 
a sprain-like aching near the sternum, and with accumulation of 
mucus in the fauces, near the posterior orifice of the nares. One 
dose of Rumex 30th, removed the paroxysm in a few minutes, 
and it did not return. Case 7. A young lady complained of 
shootings from the pit of the stomach into the chest, in various 
directions ; sharp pains in the left chest; dull aching in the tbre- 
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head, and sliglit nausea; Rumex 30th, morning and evening. 
Cured in two days. My own experience wilh Rumex, has been 
mainly with the third dilution I have cured many cases where 
Pho8. Merc, and Caust., semed indicated, hut failed. The remedy 
has not been used as much by the profession, as its merits seem 
to demand. 

Chest. — P^n in the chest, right and left ; either aching pain in 
the anterior portion of both lungs, which liarrassed him day and 
night for five days, or else raw }ma just under each clavicle while 
hawking raucos out of the throat; pain in chest when in bed at 
night; pain in outer- superior pai't of chest near theaxillaa; near 
the lelt axilla, pain undefined— near the right, sharp; both after the 
same dilution ; first symptom in two provera ; in one, in ten min- 
utes, the first symptom ever produced in any provingof Rumex; 
in the other, two minutes, his first symptom — shai'p pain in right 
chest ; a burning pain in the left chest ; dnJI pain in the left chest ; 
sharp pain in left chest ; shootings in the left chest; slicking pm.a 
in the left thoracic region; stitches in the left chest; sharp, cutting 
pain at or under the left breEUit ; pain in the chest a little below and 
to the right of the left nipple; burning, sticking, or barning, sting- 
ing pwn in the left chest ; burning — smarting, or burning — stinging 
pain in the left chest ; a very acute stitch, or burning — stinging 
pain in the left chest; shootings, or else dull p^n in the left 
side near the back, alittle above the seventh rib; pain in the 
left chest when recambent ; a sticking or stitch in the left chest 
while riding in the open air; painful sensation in the anterior 
part of the left chest, immediately after waking, about two o'olock 
at night, and between five and six hours after taking a low dilution ; 
an acute stitch in the stei-nal region, or a severe stinging, 
which obsti-ucts the respiration ; itching at or near the aternuin ; 
dull pain in the region of the heart ; burning pain in the region of, 
or near the heart ; palpitation of the heart, or else a sensation in 
tiie left chest, as if the heart suddenly ceased beating, followed by 
a heavy throbbing through the chest. 

CttNicAL Remarks, —Some of the provers, especially Dr.Rhees, 
experienced some peculiar, and severe cardiac symptoms, which we 
couldhardly, at first thought, expect from this remedy. Yet we have 
no right to judge, before we prove a remedy thoroughly, of the 
probable effect of a drug. It does seem, however, if Ramex thus 
affects the heart, that of the thousands who havo taken the Dock in 
largo doses, some of them would have had dangerous heart-disease ; 
but we hear of no snchr instances. Dr. M. J. Rhees, one of the 
original provers of this remedy, furnished the following interesting 
case : "Joseph H., aged thirteen years, subject to violent attacks 
of Inflammatoi-y Rheumatism. In the spring of 1858 I attended 
him in a severe attack, in wliich the disease concentrated itself on 
the heart with so much violence that I almost despaired of his 
recovery. Pulsatilla cured the disease at that time. In December, 
1858, he was again attacked, but the heart was the principal seat of 
the disease from the first. On the 24th of December, his symp- 
toms were : violent palpitation of the heart, with throbbing of tlie 
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carotid, and throughout the body, visible to the eye and shaking 
the bed; pulse 120; violent aching pain in the region of the heart; 
great dyspiwea, especially while lyiug, so that it was necessary to 
prop him up in a sitting posture in bed ; face red and somewhat 

Euffed up, especially about the eyes, which were red, heavy, and 
istreless; tongue coated with white far, with red. tip and edges; 
exee^ive thirst ; no appetite ; bowels costive. I commenced the 
treatment by giving Aeon. 3rd., and Pals. 3rd., alternately. Some 
relief followed the adininiatration of these remedies, but the im- 
provement waa slow. From December 28tb to January 9th, 1859, 
variona other remedies were used, as they seemed to he indicated, 
but without decided improvement on the whole. On the latter 
date the patieut oomplained of a stinging pain in the region of the 
heart, which was increased by lying down and by breatbmg deeply. 
In my arranged proving of Rumes crispus the following symptooia 
may be found: — "No. 41, burning, stinging pain in the whole of 
the left side of the chest ; suddenly, when taking a deep inspiration 
while in the act of lying down in bed at night." — "No. 49, burning 
stinging pain in the left chest near the heart ; came on soon after 
lying down in the bed at night. These symptoms were fresh in 
my memory, and I aocordingly gave Rumex crispus 6th, in 
water, two tea-spoonfuls every three hours. January 10th, consid- 
erably relieved of the pain in the chest, and otherwise improved ; 
continued Ramex. January 11th, the pain in the chest is almost 
removed. Ruraex was continued several days after this, with the 
effect of entirely relieving the pain in the chest ; but the improve- 
ment in other respects ceasing, Ku me k was discontinued, and other 
remedies substituted. Bell, SOih, and Phos 30th ; eventually cured 
the case, and there has been no return of the disease." This case is 
in many respects a marked one. But it will require further 
clinical experience to prove satisfactorily, that Rumex will cure 
serious hear^affections.. 

^plnnl B^lon. — Sore or burning pain at or near the sacro-iliao 
symphysis; cliilliness in the back ; sensation of beat in the back; 
pressive or aching pain in back at the inferior angle of scapula; 
aching pain in the back, on the left side of the dorsal spine, either 
extending from the spine half way to the side, or else situated 
under and below the apex of the left scapula; stinging pain in the 
left dorsal region near the inferior angle of the scapula ; pain in 
the back in the evening ; itching in the evening. 

Superior Extremities,— Pain in shoulder; either p^n in the 
left shoulder, and from it along the upper arm to the elbow, 
including the joint, and leaving the arm with a sensation as if 
strained, commencing after four minutes, or else pain in. the right 
ahiiulder on waking in the mornino;, ameliorated by rest, and passing 
off in two hours; itching on sEoulder.in the morning; pMu in 
upper arm in the evening ; numb sensation in the right hand about 
10 P. M., or else in the left upper arm after lying down in bed; 
pain at the inner side of the right upper arm ; dull, aching pain ia 
.the left upper arm; pain in the upper arm and elbow, undefined or 
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dull ; pain in wrist, the left aching, or ulnar half of the right, 
character imdefliied. 

Inferior Extremities .—A sensation of weakness _ or fatigue in 
lower limbs; aching of the lower extremities; itching on lower 
extremities when the part is uncovered and exposed to cool air ; 
slinging or prickling itching at an upper part of inferior extremity, 
either at the anterior part of the left thigh, or on the nates ; pain 
in knee when in erect posture ; stitch-like pain at the inner part 
when stopping, or rending aching in the flesnre of the left while 
standmg ; the legs feel weak in the evening, or tired, then, though 
he had done but little walking ; pain in an anterior part of both 
lower extremities, either rheumatic pain at the anterior part of 
the tibise, or rending in the anterior part of the ankle joints, 
running down the insteps; aching in the calves, or drawing pain 
in the right call"; itching on the calves of the legs ; legs densely 
covered with a rash, composed partly of small red pimples ; itching 
woree on exposure to the air in the evening when undressing to 
go to bed ; aching or reiiding in the upper-anterior part of the 
tarsus, the instep: sensation of coldness of the feet daring the 
forenoon. 



SAN&UINAKIA CANADENSIS. 

iSlood-root.) 

This plant is indigenous, growing in open woods, in light, 
rich soils. It, appears early in the spring, and flowers in April, 
The tincture for Homoaopathio use should be prepared from the 
green root. The root is from an inch to two inches in length, and 
half an inch in diameter, terminating abruptly, as if bitten off. 
When the fresh root is broken, a light red fluid exndes, resem- 
bling blood; when dried the root becomes dark brown externally, 
contracted, wrinkled, breaking with a short waxy fraeture, the bro- 
ken extrendties presenting an orange red color. Its odor is feebly 
narcotic and disagreeable, its tasta acrid and bitter ; the powder is 
a grayish rod. The active principles of Blood 'root are said to be 
Sangainarina and Sangninarin, the former a pure alkaloid, the latter 
an alka-reainoid. The Sangninarin ia supposed to represent the 
plant more neaiiy, and is the one generally used in practice, 
Homteopathists generally prefer the green root tincture and its 
dilution^ hut triturations of the root or the Sangumwin are not to 
be discarded. 

.Cle.ncral Effects. — "Blood-root is an acrid emetic, with narcotic 
and stininlaut properties, it is also expectorant, sudorific, alterative, 
emmenagogue, tonic, auti-septic, detergent and eecharotic, accord- 
ing to the mode in which it ia employed. It ia a very active 
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agent, and is capable of exerdaing a powerful influoncu on tlic sys- 
tem. When given in email doses it etimnlates the digestive organs, 
accelerates the oiroulation ; in larger doses it occasions nausea and 
consequent depression of the pulse; in a full dose it produces 
active vomiting ; in overdoses it clnses violent emeas, a burning 
sensation in the stomach, tormenting thirst, faintness, vertigo, dim- 
ness of vision, alarming prostration and even death. {ICing''a Disp.) 
" Sangainaria is emetic, ejtpectorant, diaphoretic, aoro-narcotic, 
sedative, alterative, and in small doses, tonio and stimulant ; in full 
doses it induces nausea and vomiting, with a sensation of warmth 
in the stomach, acceleration of pulse, and slight headache. It acta 
on the fauces, producing an acrid impression, and in some cases it 
proves oatliartio. The leaves and seeds possess eitnilar propeities. 
The seeds however are said to exert a marked influence upon the 
brain and nervous system, occasioning torpor, languor, disordered 
vision and dilatation of the pupils ; in large doses the emesis is 
violent, there is a burning sensation in the stomach, Mntness ver- 
tigo, dimness of vision and alarming prostration. (Jones and 
iSauddeT's Mat. Med.) Wood, TuUy, £!derle and other writers use 
about the same language in describmg the general toxical effects 
of the Sajiguinaria. It is undoubtedly one of the most powerful 
agents in the vegetable materia medioa, and ranks as an analogue 
of such potent medicines as Arsenicum, Ptosphorus, Tartar emetic 
and Veratrum viilde. 

Speciai, EFFBcrs. — Nervous System. — The toxical and pathoge- 
netic effects of Sanguinaria indicates that it hw a profound effect 
upon the neiTes of sensation and motion, but the exact natare of 
this action has not been snfilciently investigated. Among the 
symptoms we find — " a quickly diffused and transient, but at the 
same time a very peculiar nervous thrill, which is often extended 
to the minutest extremity." In large doses it causes " torpor, lan- 
guor and dilatation of the pupils." 

Uaeons Heiabranes. — There are a few drugs, like Pulsatilla, 
which seem to affect the mucous tissues of the whole system; 
othere, like Squills, have a specific afiiaity for the pulmonary mucous 
membrane ; Sanguinaria ia an analogue of the latter to a certain 
degree, although it more nearly approaches the action of Tartar 
emetic. It was known as an expectorant, long before the allopathic 
profession brought it into use, and now, both that and the eclec- 
tic school value it highly for that pm-pose. (See Respiratory 
Organs.) Blood -root does not seem to notably increase the 
mucous secretions from the intestinal or other mucous tissues. 

Serous Mcmftranes.— Said to be useful in pleuritis, synovitis. 

Muscular and Fibrous Tissues. — Sanguinaria seems to cause 
pains of a rheumatic or rayalgic character. It is difficult to decide 
which of the two affections were cured by this medicine io the 
reported curative symptoms. I am iuclined to the opinion, how- 
ever, that Sanguinaria, although it may cure some neuralgias, will 
not, like Colehicum and Cimicifuga, act specifioally in rheumatic 
affections. (For cases cured see " Extremities.") 

Tascnlftv Systum.^-Z/ea»'i. — Pressing pain in the regions of the 
47 
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heart; palpitation of tlie heart, with great weakness, (large rlosRs;) 
extreme reduction in the force and frequency of the pulse, together 
■with great irregularity of aolion, and palpitation of the heart. 

Clinical Remaeks, — We have no clinical record of any dia- 
orders of the heart treated with this medicine. The symptoms 
■would seem to indicate that it was more adapted to wnous hem- 
orrhages and congestions than arterial, (secondarily). 

FcTfli", False. — In the evening in bed, chill and shivering in the 
back ; shaking chill with pain under the shoulder blade on motion ; 
chill with headache; chill and nanse.a; heat flying from head to 
stomach ; burning heat^ rapidly alternating with chill and shiver- 
ing; fever and delinum (from the seeds); pulsations through the 
whole body ; a gradual increase in the force and freqnency of the 
pulse, (from small doses) ; during the vomiting the pulse is frequent ; 
slow pulse with the extreme naasea; strength and frequency of the 
pulse extremely reduced, with irregulaiity, and with insensibility, 
coldness, etc. ; (from very large doses) suppressed pulse with faiut- 
ing. 

Clinical Kemakks. — Sanguinaria has not been nsed in fevers, 
generally ; but it has been administered s'iccessfully in Hectic 
fever. In the pathogenesis of no other medicine, except perhaps, 
Phosphorus and Lyoopodium, do we find the hectic poroxysra as 
perfectly delineated; generally the hectic is associated with cough 
and other symptoms of lung affection, but there are exceptions. 
Dr. Bute, cured~(l.) In a lady, coldness of the feet in the after- 
noons, at the same time the tongue was painful and sore upon being 
touched, like a boil, and there was stiffness of the knee and finger 
joints." (2.) "Burning of the palms of the hands and soles of the 
feet, compelling him to throw the bedclothes off the feet for the 
purpose of cooling them, Thes.e paroxysms generally come on io 
the P. M., or evening.'' (S.) Paroxysm of fever in p. m., with cir- 
cumscribed redness of the cheeks ; cough and expectoration," 

Hemorrliages,— Dr. Morrow relied on Sanguinaria as a remedy 
for hemorrhages in general, because of "its power of quieting 
excessive, or depressing tho natural circulation," he advises it 
particularly in hcemoptysis ; It has also been used in menorrhagia, 
epietaxis, etc. 

General Symptoms. — Great weakness ; great prostration of mus- 
cular strength, {by large doses) ; extreme weakness and debility 
in the limbs, whilst walking in the open air, during the evening of 
the first day; debility with vertigo and pain in the hypochondria; 
great weakness, with vomiting ; great weakness, with suppression 
of the pulse — with irregular pulse ; weakness and palpitation of the 
heart ; a quickly diffused and transient, but at tho same time a 
very peculiar nervous thrill, which is often extended to the miim- 
test extremity ; a slowly shooting pain, with Jong continued thrill, 
ending in a grumbling aching ni a caiious molar tooth of the 
upper jaw ; fainting weakness; general sensitiveness and weakness; 
torpor and languor from the seeds, *Paralysi9 of the light side, of 
fonrteeo years duration, cared by the tincture, in the dose of a 
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email tea^poonfal every throe or four days ; (vei'bally from Dr. B. 
Backer,) convuisive rigidity of tiie Hmb. 

Reiharks. — 'We eau soroetiraes comprehend the sphere of action 
of a drug, by comparing the ensemble of Its symptoms with that 
of other drags; a careful analysis "of the symptoms and toxical 
effects of Sanguinariii show its marked resemblance to those of onr 
most important medicines, namely: Arsenicum, Phosphorus and 
Tartar emetic ; more remotely it resembles Belladonna, Verat. 
vinde and Iris versicolor ; Lycopodium, Sulphur, Kali carbonicum 
and Rumex o., have some symptoms in common with Sangulnaria. 

Sleep. — Sleeplessness at nigbt; he awakens at night with affright 
as if he would fall ; dreams two nights in succession of sailing on the 
Bea; dream of a frigbtful and disagreeable character^ he awakens 
earlier than common. 

Slcln, — ^Heat and dryness ; increased itching of an old tubercle- 
like eruption on the skin; itching and nettle rash before the nausea. 

Clinical Rkuares. — The blood-root has been ased success- 
fully for «ca?j/ eruption; old indolent nloers; ill-conditional ulcers 
with callous borders and ichorous discharge ; the powdered root 13 
escharotio, and when applied to fungous growths causes their rapid 
disappearance. I consider it the besj application we have for W9 
purpose ; it has also cured warts, and polypi, when given interoally 
and applied topically. Dr. Sholl uses it externally and internally 
for carbuncle with alleged success. 

Mind and Disposition. — Extreme mor<Beneas; anxiety before 
the vomiting ; hopefulness ; sanguine of recovery from illness. 

Clinical Rem auks.— The last two symptoms were observed 
by me several times, from the blood root. Every physician is 
aware of the peenliarly hopeful condition of mind in phthisis. San- 
guinaria is quito homceopatbio to that mental state. 

BenBOrlnm. — Vertigo, with singing in the ears ; flatulent eructa- 
tion, and tlien tickling in the throat, which excites cough (immedi- 
ately aftertaking it); frequent vertigo, and diminished vision before 
vomiting, after Targe ■ doses ; vertigo with naosea, long continuing, 
with debility and with headache ; *vertigo on quickly turning the 
head, and looking upward. 

Clinical Kemakks. — It has cured, "verljgo on quickly 
turning the head and looking upward." 

Head. — Coni'used and dull feeling in the head, which became 
better after eructation ; determination of the blood to the bead, 
■with wbiz7.iijg in the ears, and a transitory feeling of heat; then a 
sensation as if vomiting was about to take place, but instead of this 
there succeeded slight cutting drawings in the abdomen, and then 
a stool ; heaviness in the head ; pressing drawing in the forehead ; 
pmn ol a short duration in the right side of the forehead, like a 
pressing, only while standing still, better while walking; at the 
same ti4e a pain deep in uie ear ; headache as if the forehead 
would split, with chill and with burning in the stomach ; a pain 
occurs suddenly in the interior angle of the right eye, and thence 
to the forehead ; about five o'clock in the evening a severe quick- 
darting pain in the forehead and temple on the right side, which 
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continued for atoutfive miimtes; this piiin le-appeaved in the 
evening about seven o'clock; about eleven o'clock at night a end- 
den pain through the forehead, like an electric strobe, of short 
duration ; a slowly-shooting pain in the forehead ; periodic stitches 
in the left temple; pain in all the upper part of the head; in 
the abdomen, pain, lite fulness ; pain hi the fore part of the head ; 
pressine in the upper part of the head, in the region of the anterior 
ibntanelle, disappears while walking; boring piun above, in the fore 
part of the head; severe pmn above, on all the left, side of the head, - 
especially in the eye ; at the same time similar pains in the left foot ; 
nausea, dispoMtion to vomit without being able to do so; then 
headache with rheumatic pains and stiffness in the limbs and neck; 
beating headache and bitter vomiting; headache in the evening, 
with tickling in the throat; headache, with chill; headache, with 
nausea and chill, then flying heat from the head to the stomach; 
headache, with vertigo and pMn in the ear; the headache occurs 
paroxysmally ; feeling as if the head is drawn forward; soreness 
of the scalp, on being touched; feeling of looseness of the scalj) on 
the right side; sensation of looseness, and drawing in one side of the 
scalp, on raising the eyes. 

CuNiCAL Remaekb. — Dr, Bute found blood -root curative in 
headaches with " distention of the temporal veins which were p^n- 
fully sensitive to the touch," also with " feeling of soreness on small 
spots on the head, especially in the temples," Other phyaicans 
have cured cephalalgias with " pains in the head, in rays drawing 
upward from the neck," Dr. Hering considers it homceopathio to 
the 80-oalIed North American sick headache. He has cared with 
the high dUntions the following symptoms : " Severe pains in the 
head, with nausea, and vomiting, frequently with bilious vomiting, 
in attacks, with hebdomadal or longer intervals, from verydifterent 
inducements, commonly beginning in the morning, increasing in 
violence through the day, only diminished by lying quiet, and when 
possible, by sleep.'' (2V(m, Amer. /na, vol. 1.) Dr. Hering also 
gives (iVew Archives, vol, 3, part 2, p 132,) the following indications 
for Sanguinaria : " It is the best remedy in most cases of Migrana 
or sick headache. Still, it must prove most useful when the attacks 
occur paroiysmally, viz; every week, 03' at longer intervals; or 
when the pams begin in the morning, increase during the day, and 
last till evening; when the head seems to feel that it must burst, 
or as if the eyes would be pressed out, or when the pains are 
digging, attended with sadden piercing, throbbing laacinations 
through the brain, involving the forehead and top of the head in 
particular, and being most severe on the right side, followed by 
obiils, nausea, vomiting .of food, or bile, forcing the patient to lie 
down and preserve the greatest quiet, as every motion aggravates 
the Bufferings, which are only relieved by sleep. Case 1. A man 
.Was attacked with frightfully severe headache; the only relief he 
could obtain was from pressing the back of his. head agfUDst the 
head-board of the bed. An infusion of Rad. Sanguinaria removed 
the headache permanently. (Hering.) Case 2. — A lady suffered 
with frequent and severe attacks of headache, with such sensitive- 
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nfiSs dui'ing the paroxysm, that no one dared to walk across the 
room. Sanguinaria 6th, was given, but the first dose produced 
such an aggravation that the patient became almost beside herself; 
after the second dose, she fell into a pleasant sleep, from whicli she 
awoke refreshed. Dr. Helfrig always gave Aconite and Belladonna 
dining the paroxysm of sick headache, and used Sang, thirty, during 
the interval, unless some other remedy was more indicated. (Ibid). 
Many of the symptoms of Sanguinaria, are similar to those pains 
whicii Inman discribes as belonging to Myaigic headaches ; partie- 
nlarly the supei"ficia] sensitiveness, and drawing pains. Con- 
gestions of the head are controlled by this medicine, when the 
temporal veins are distended. It is probable that it ia also 
homceopathio to some of the varieties of Apoplexy. Its known 
carative influence over biemorrhage from congestions, would 
suggest ils nse in Sanguineous apoplexy. The symptoms would 
seem to imply that mnmts congestions (if the term may be 
allowed) are most under the control of Sanguinaria. 

Face- — Feeling of fulness in the face; distention of the veins 
of the face, with , excessive redness, and a feeling of stiffness ; 
severe burning, heat and redness of the face ; paleness of the 
face, with disposition to vomit; twitching of the cheeks, 
towards the eyes. 

Clinicai. Remakes. — It has caused the following symptoms 
■when occurring during other affections : " A red cheek, with 
burning of the ears;" "redness of the cheeks, with cough,'' "cheeks 
and hands livid in typhoid pnenraonia," These symptoms are 
also found in the provings of Phosphorus, Lycopod,, Sulphur, 
and Lacnanthes tinctoria. 

Soac — Heat in the nose ; smell in the nose like roasted onions ; 
dislike to the emel! of synjp ; much sneezing ; fluid coryza, with 
frequent sneezing ; severe fluid coryza in the right nostril ; 
watery, acrid coryza, which renders the nose soi'e ; copious 
watemg of the right eye ; the eye painful, especially on being 
touched; and soon afterwards there occurred a copious watery 
discharge from the right nostril; in the evening two diarrhceic 
stools, and then all the symptoms disappeared; fluid coryza, 
alternating with stoppage of the noso. 

Clinical Rbmabkb.— No drug so surely produces intense 
irritation of the nasal mncons membrane, when inhaled, as 
the Sanguinaria. Even its internal administration causes coryza,^ 
It is not strange, therefore, that homceopathists have found it 
curative for acute and chronic ooryzaa, also for "loss of smell.'' 
It has onred "Influenza, with rawness in the throat, pain in 
the breast, cough, and finally, diarrbcea." This last is a eharao- 
teristio peculiarity of the drug, and as many catarrhal affections 
tend to- end in intestinid irritation, or diarrhoja, the Sanguinaria 
should be remembered in each instance. Dr. Barton (allopathic) 
says he has "heard of the application of the powdered root 
to a fungous tumor within the nostiil, with the effect of pro- 
dacing detumescence, and bnnglng away frequently, small pieces 
of the fungous, which, in Bie first instance, . impeded the 
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of the air through the nostril, and was supposed to 
, polypus." Dr. Smith (botanie) says : "Applied to fungous 
flesh it proves eaoharotio, and severa! polypi of the soft kind 
were cured by it.'' Dr. Becker (homceopiiihist) states that a 
polypus of the nose ceased to grow fi'om the time the powder 
of t^e root was snuffed. Several physicians of my acquaintance 
claim to have cared n^al polypi by the internal administra- 
tion of the tincture of blood-root. It was used in the lower 
dilutions, in some cases. The finely powdered root forma one 
of tile ingredients, of many, of the "catarrh snuffs" sold in the 
shops. It ie often used as a domestic remedy for chronic 
catarrhal affections of the nose. Dr. Powers, late of Coldwater, 
Mich., was very successful in the treatment of obstinate nasal 
catarrhs, and ozcena. He prescribed the 2d trit., of blood- 
root, as a "snuff,'', to be forcibly inspired up the nose, and 
gave at the same time Sanguinaria 3rd, or Nitric acid, inter- 
nally. It has cured in my hands, many cases of ulcerative 
ozsna, also ^istaxis, 

Ejes.^ — Pain in the right eye ; pressing pain in the left eye ; 
stitch in the upper eyelid ; watering and burning of the right eye, 
which is painful on being touched — then coryza ; feeling as if the 
eyes were affected by sour smoke, afternoons about two o'clock ; in 
the afternoons dimness of the eyes, and a feeling as if hairs were in 
them ; very great glimmering before the eves ; diminished power 
of vision; dilation of the pupils (by the see<is). 

Clinical Rem arks .--It is boraceopaihic to catarrhal ophthal- 
mia, granular lids, and even ulcers oo the cornea. I once cured a 
case of the latter, very happily, by the use of Sanguinaria Srd., 
internally and topically. The case bad proved obstinate under 
ordinary treatment, and I bethought me of the beneficial effect of 
blood-root in indolent ulcers. A wash of about the sti'ength of the 
third dilution was prepared in distilled water, and used as a col- 
lyrium. Under its use the ulcers healed in a week, leaving but a 
slight opacity. 

Ears, — Beating under the ears at irregular intervals, frequently 
only a couple of strokes ; * burning of the ears, with redness of the 
cheeks ; pains in the ears, with headache ; singing in the ears, with 
vertigo ; humming in the ears, with determination of blood ; slow 
Blitches in the left ear during the pain in the forehead ; beating- 
humming in the left ear; painful sensitiveness to sudden sounds ; a 
crackling ia the right ear when he draws his fingers lightly over his 
light cheek ; on the lefl, side this is not the case. 

Jaws. — Stiffness of the jaws ; pain in the upper teeth ; pain in a 
hollow tooth, BspQcially when touched by the food ; toothache from 
picking the teeth ; pain in one or more of the incisor teeth, and in 
a carious molar tooth ; shooting and thrilhng pain in a carious 
molar tooth of the upper jaw, which passes away gradually in that 
form of pain which ia often termed a "grumbling toothache ;" on 
awaking, toothache in an upper carious tooth on the right side, at 
the same time headache in the same side ; the toothache is made 
worse by cold water, and better by drinking warm drink ; pain in 
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a carious molar after cold drinking, two mornings in succession ; 
looseness of the teeth; salivation and looseness of the teeth; he 
Bn|iposes himself able to take them all out; spitting, with nausea; 
feeling of dryness of the lips. 

Clinical Remakks. — ■Blood-root is useful in expulsive gingivitis, 
in cases where the guma become very spongy, bleeding, and fun- 
gous. 

Throat. — Feeling of di'yness in the throat, not diminished by 
drinking ; heat in throat, alleviated by the inspiration of cool air ; 
a long • continuing impression in the fauces ; a transitory, but 
marked sensation in the fauces, as if he had swallowed something 
acrimonious; burning in the fauces after eating sweet things; burn- 
ing in the esophagus ; a feeling in the throat as if it were swollen 
np, and would suffouale him, with pain in the throat when swallow- 
ing, and with aphonia; in the evening a pain with a feeling of swel- 
ling in the throat ; woi'sg on the right side, and m^t perceptible 
on swallowing ; feeling of swelling in the throat when swallowing. 

Olinicai, Rkmabk-i. — Angina, in several 'cases, particularly a 
epeeles of pharyngitis. Ulcerated sore throat, I was once infoi'med 
by intelligent peraons, that they had been permanently cured of 
recurring quinsy with ulceration, by using a gargle of blood-root. 
Upon testing it in practice, I found it quite equal to Hepar sulphur 
in its power of preventing attacks of tonsillitis ; also in actual ulcer- 
ations of the throat. The lower dilutions were used. 

Montli. — A prickling sensation on the tongue and roof of the 
mouth, as after chewing mczereum, but slighter ; crawling on the 
point of the tongue, after which an acerb feeling extends itself over 
the whole tongue, in the morning on awaking; prickling on the 
point of the tongue; tongue feels as if burned; a fweling of dryness 
and rawness, as after acrid things ; begins on the right side qf the 
tongue, and spreads over the whole tongue, mornings on awaking; 
* tongue sore ; pains like a boil ; stitches on the left side of the 
tongue ; white-coated tongae, with loss of appetite ; loss of appe- 
tite, with uncertain cravii'igs; * increase of appetite; loss of smell 
and taste; a piece of sugar-cake tastes bitter, tbllowed by burning 
in the fauces; fatty taste in the month ; slimy taste in the mouth ; 
disinclination for butter, which leaves a disagreeable after-taste ; 
dislike to the odor of aynip ; craving for he knows not what, with 
loss of appetite ; ci'aving for piquant food, 

Stomscli. — Pressing in the stomach ; soreness in the epigastrium, 
aggravated by eating ; feeling of warmth and heat in the stomach ; 
burning in the stomach from large doses; burning in the stomach, 
with headache; jerking in the stomach, as if from something alive; 
great weakness of digestion; loss of appetite; * strengthens the 
stomach; excites ihe appetite, and aids digestion ; soon atter eating 
a feeling of emptiness in the stomach ; * innaramation of the 
stomach. 

Cldocai. Reuaeks. — By reference to the " gastric symptome," 
as well as the above, it will be seen how closely the syruptoms slm- 
ilate those of Arsenicum, Phosphorus, and Tartar emetic. It will 
cure, according to Dr.Tully, "atonic, sub-acute, xmd chronic inflara- 
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niations of the stomach." No remedy, however, is more f^eoidedly 
hom<eopathic to acute gastritis. We have the terrible burning, the 
nnquenchable thirst, the pain, vomiting and prostration whieli 
mark that diseafie. In acute gastritis, the sisth or thirtieth should 
be uaed. In chronic gastritis, the lower dilutions may be as useful. 
It ought to be useful in ukeration of the stomach, 

. Gastric Symptoms.— Severe nausea from large doses; nauseaas if 
Tomiting would succeed ; nausea after eating ; nausea which is not 
diminished by vomiting ; loss of appetite and periodic nausea ; nausea 
by stooping; nausea with mnea spitting; extreme nau.sea with 
great salivation ; nausea, with flow of saliva, and constant spitting ; 
long continued nausea, with chill; nausea without vomiting, then 
headache; nausea with headache, with chill and heat; nausea 
before the nettle rash ; heai-tbnrn and nausea ; regurgitation and 
disposition t%vomit ; flatulent eructation ; spasmodic eructation of 
flatus; hiccough wfciile smoking tobacco; frequent flatulent eructa- 
tions of unpleasant odor, with disposition to vomit, and paleness of 
face; after the eructation offlatus, the dullness of the head becomes 
better. Vomiting with severe, p^nfu! burning in the stomach, and 
intense thirst; many unpleasant feelings previous to vomiting; 
before vomiting, great anxiety ; before vomiting, alight pressure to 
stool ; vomiting of bitter water ; bitter vomiting, with headache ; 
vomiting, with craving to eat in order to quiet the nausea ; vomit- 
ing and diarrhrea ; causes vomiting, without nausea or perceptible 
weakness. 

Clinical Remarks, — Blood^root is fully indicated for nausea or 
vomiting from irritation of the coals of the stomach. AUopathista 
have cured vomiting of food and bilious vomiting with small doses 
of the tincture. It is doubtless homceopathic to many functional and 
organic diseases of the stomach, and I would suggest its use in gas- 
trio disorders not amenable to the ordinary remedies. Dr. F. W, 
Hunt in an article on "Dyspepsia, or Diseases of the Stomach," 
(U. S. Journal of Homceopathy, vol. i. p. 190,) thus speaks of the 
virtues of Sanguinaiia canadensis : " This is one of the most import- 
ant remedies for various diseases of the stomach, throat, liver, 
lungs, etc. In. almost every form of indigestion, for many years, it 
has given me satisfactory results. It is especially useful in deficient 

fastric secretion, with loss of appetite and periodic nausea ; heart- 
nm, nausea, and irregular chills ; torpid state of the liver ; dyspep- 
tic headache, terminating by regurgitation, and vomiting of bitter, 
greenish fluids; soreness in the abdomen, increased by eating; feel- 
ing of heat in the stomach; chronic gastritis; red tongue, which 
burns as if from contact with something hot; lips red and dry ; 
throat hot and dry ; tickling at the entrance of the larynx, which 
excites congh ; cough peculiarly severe, not relieved by expectora- 
tion, with pain in the chest and redness of the cheeks. When 
digestion is imperfect from deficiency of the true gastric fluid ; 
when the food nndergoes chemical decomposition, and gas is evolved 
in large quantities, Sanguinaria will generally change the action of 
the stomach, and digestion becomes more complete. When the 
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mucous membrane is congested, the flatus fovmed by fermentation 
is retained by a spasmodic eon striction of the cardia, Ita ii-ritatioa 
is reflected through the pneumogastrtc nerve upon the langs, excit- 
ing a feeling of ' tickling ' in the entrance of the trachea, with sytn- 
pathetia cough. This peculiar, dry oou^h does not yield to expec- 
torants, but often pers'istsfor hours, and is only relieved by eructa- 
tions. Aromatics and stimnlanta fait to expel the gas : they onljr 
increase the erethism of the coats of the stomach. The Sangui- 
naria affords a better resource. It not only relaxes the constricted 
oardia, permitting the flatus to escape, but excites a healthy, hom- 
oeopathic reaction on the whole surface of the fauces, cesophagua, 
and stomach, supereeding the morbid state by a healthy one. Dr, 
Coe aai3 others (aUopathiats) oaation against the use of blood-root 
when there exists " gastritis and enteritis, and whenever we have 
occaaon to suspect ulceration or abrasion of the mucous sui-faees of 
the bowels,'' This caution suggests to the homreopathiet that the 
medicine wili oure such conditions, if administered in dynamic 

Abdomen- — Severe and contiimal pain in the hypochondria ; 
vertigo and debility ; *paiii in the loft hypochondrium, worse by 
coughing, better by pressure and lying on the left side ; diseases of 
the liver; torpor and atony of the liver; inflammation of -the 
abdominal viscera ; hot streamings from the breast towards the 
liver; beating in the abdomen; cramps in the abdomen, which 
passes from one place to another ; sensation as if hot water poured 
itself from the breast into the abdomen, followed by diarrhcea ; 
discharges of flatus upwards and downwards by raiemg himself up 
on account of the cough, which then ceases; bellyache; paroxysm^ 
pain in the abdomen ; slight cutting drawings in the abdomen ; 
colic, with torpor of the liver ; in the night digging pain in the 
sacrum; an hour after taking it severe cutting pain in the bowels, 
followed by a single watery stool ; in the morning, colicky pain in 
the upper part of the abdomen, and then a diarrhoaic stool. 

Clisicai, Remarks, — Eclectic physicians claim that Sangui- 
naria has a specific action on the liver. The hepatic symptoms in' 
this proving were collected from allopathio sources. — {^Barton 
McBride and Tidly). It is doubtful if they should have a place in 
the proving at all, as by reference to the original, (Trans, Amer. 
Ins.) it will be seen that they were mere assertions of the above 
named physicians, and not pathogenetic symptoms. It may not 
be amias, however, to quote the statements of eclectics on this 
point. Kinff says it has been used successfully in "jaundice, and 
other hepatic attections. In torpid conditions of the liver it is 
very valuable," Jones asserts that it "arouses the Kcer and glan- 
duUr aystem in general," Ooe admires it in " all oases of hepado 
torpor, jaundice, biliary concretions, chrouic hepatitis, etc" Tho 
first curative symptom above noted would seem to point to the 
spleen as the diseased organ, although it may have been the lung, 
or even a myalgic afiection, accompanied with cough. It is said 
to have cured " indieecaions of the abdomen,'" but no details are 
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given, cor the namo of the observer, and coiiseqiiently ive are at a 
loss to know theiv character. 

Stool. — Pressure to stool without evacuation, with the sensation 
of a mass in the lower part of the rectum ; this sensation recurred 
frequently dnringthe day, without stool ; inoperative pressure to 
stool, then vomitmg ; feeling to pressure to stool ; in the afternoon 
frequent pressore to stool, but only discharges of flatus ; frequent 
discharges of very offenMve flatus ; in the morning a hard stool ; 
diarrhceio stools with great flatulence ; purging; after cutting pains, 
stools; after severe pains, stool like water; diaiTbcea in the even- 
ing, with disappearance of the ooryza and catarrh; diarrhtea 
terminated the pain in the breast; dysentery; the food passes 
away undigested in the stool ; five natm;al stools in the day ; two 
small but not fluid stools the first day ; the first days the stools 
more laxative and frequent, afterwards i-ather costive ; hemorrhoids, 
a twisting pain on the Jeft side above the groin, eqni-distant from 
the symphysis pubis, and the crest of the ilium ; worse whilst sit- 
ting, standing, or bending towards the right side, increased by 
pressure ; better whilst walking erect ; afterwards this pain passed 
towards the hip, around and upwards nntil it reached posteriorly 
on the short ribs and remained peculiarly sensible by bending to 
the right. 

Clinical Remarks. — ^The blood-root does not generally purge 
unless given in large doses, hence it will not be found often indica- 
ted in diarrhoea. There is one variety of diarrhcea, however, in 
whieh it has been found curative, by Dr. Bute, namely : " With 
the diarrhoea, termination of the coryza and catarrh," also, "The 
afleetion of the breast always ended with the feeling as if hot water 
were poured from the chest into the abdomen, whicb was followed 
Tyy diarrhceie stool." The " 'Dysentery^ marked as curative in the 
original proving, is merely an observation of Rafineaque, (botanist). 
Some dysenteric symptoms, however, are found in the pathogene- 
sis, which may be made use of. Dr. Bute asserts its curative power 
in hemorrhoids, but gives no special indications, nor do we find any 
in the proving. The last symptoms under " Stool,'" would seem to 
be misplaced. It denotes either an affection of the left ovary, or 
was simply a myalgio pain. (Take it all in all, the so-called prov- 
ing of Sangninaria, as made up for the "Transactions of the 
American Institute,'' cannot be considered a commendable produc- 
tion. Some of the most notable of the symptoms marked * 
(curative) were the mere assertions, or theoretic dednctions of 
allopathic observers, not verified by homoeopathic physicians. I 
would advise the student or physician, before he attempts to use 
this drug upon the information obtained in that proving, to study 
the original, and judge of its merits for himself.) 

tI|.li,e.~*Frequent urination, also at night ; large and frequent 
discharges of urme, as clear as water ; frequeut and copious noctur- 
nal urination ; seminal emissions during sleep, two nights in suc- 
cession, after which he feels very well ; *gonoi'rhcea. 

Clinical Remarks. — The first curative symptoms belonged 
originally to the following group reported cured by Dr. Bute, 
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namely : " In a lady, pain in the left hypoeliondria, wliioh was 
rendered worse by conghing, but was better from being pressed, 
and by lying on the left side ; veiy copious irritation at 
Dight." The whole gi'oiip of symptoms ma^ have been of renal 
origin. Acoording to Dr. Coe, Sanguinam is very useful in many 
functional disorder of the kidneys. Our provicgs are, however, 
too meagre to ^ve us any clue to its action on those organs. I 
cannot ascertain who reported the curative observation " Gonor- 
rhoea." Dr. (joe advises it for chnneres, bnboes, secondary and 
tertiary syphilis, but aaya nothing of its use in gonorrbraa, nor does 
any other writer. I can readily imagine it might be useful in 
pbagadenic chancre, used interaally and as a topical application. 

flenerattTe Organs of Women. — Abdominiil pains, as if the 
menses. would appear; abdominal pain the whole night, like the 
menstrua! ; at times it increases menstruation ; the menses appear 
a week too early, with a discharge of black blood ; abortion on 
account of too strong operation on the ufcerns; causes uterine hem- 
orrhage; amenorrhcea; the menses appear at the proper time, but 
still mneh more freely than ai other times, with less pain and weak- 
ness in the sacrom, but with pain in the right side of the head and 
forehead, and a feeling as if the eyes would be pressed ont of the 
head, worse on the right side. 

Clinical Eewaeks. — Bafinesque used it suceesafully in Amen- 
orrhcea. Dr. 0^ Connor, (allopath i si), writes; — "For the !ast 
twelve yeai-s I have used the tincture of Sanguiuaria exclusively, 
in the treatment of amenorrhcea, and have recommended it to others, 
who speak favorable of its effects. In that time I have treated as 
many eases of this disease, as usually falls to the lot of a village 
practitioner, and, as yet, have no cause to find fault with the 
efficiency of the remedy. I consider it superior to Eberle's great 
remedy, the tincture Polygonum hydropiper, I commence a fort- 
nigbt before the expected return of the menses, and give teaspooii- 
ful doses of the tincture three times a day, and a teaspoonful on 
going to bed (iireceded by a warm foot-bath). If the secretion is not 
restored at the time, I remit the use of the remedy for a fortnight, 
and proceed as before. When the fall eifeot of the remedy is 
produced, it is charactei-ized by slight nausea, pains in the loins^ 
extending through the hypogastric and iliac regions, as well as 
down the thig/ts. These symptoma sometimes manifest themselves 
once or twice before the discbarge is completely established." — 
(Gin. Zioneet and Observer.) The symptoms which I have placed 
in italics are woithy of being noticed, as purely pathogenetic I 
esteem the blood-root a good remedy in suppressed menses, but 
chiefly indicated when the sappresaion has been foUowed, or pre 
ceded by pulmonary disease. Its use in such cases has generally 
■ been attended with good results. Dr. Miller, (eclectic), advises it in 
dysmenarrhcea, when occurring in torpid subjects, but says it is 
" oonti-a-indicated in patients of plethoric habit." This wonJd indicate 
to us that it would be useful in dynamic doses in dysmenorrhtea, 
when menses too frequent in such patients, when there is a tendency 
to congestion of the brain or lungs. It ia liomceopathio to threatened 
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abortion, when the symptoms mentioaed by Dr. O'Connor are 
prcBent, accompanied with some hemorrhage. It is used for this 
criminal purpose in domestic practice, and by unprincipled physi- 
cians. Dr. Bute repoits tlie following case cured with the blood- 
root, " a female who had distention of the abdomen in tbe evening, 
and flatulent discbarges per ■vaginum, from the os uteri, which was 
constantly open, at the same°liaie a pain passing in rays from the 
jiape of the neck to the head.'? This was probably an instance of 
that rare disease in which the lining membrano of tbe uterus 
secretes a gas. Dr. Bute also reports eases of affections of women at 
the climacteric period, characterized by "burning of the palm of the 
hands and soles of the feet, compelling her to throw the bed clothes 
off the feet for the purpose of cooling them." Used internally and 
topically, (by injection), it h^s cored ulcerations of the os uteri, 
corrosive and foslid leucoiThfea, and polypi of the nterus. 

Catarrhal Symptoms.— Much sneezing ; fluid ooryza,witb frequent 
sneezing ; severe fluid eoryza in the right nostril ; watery, acrid 
coryza, which renders tbe nose sore ; copious watering of the right 
eye ; the eye painfnl, especially on being touched ; and soon 
afterwards there occurred a copious watery discharge from the 
right nostril ; in the evening two diarrhoeic stools, and then all the 
symptoms disappeared, (five hours after taking it); ■ fluid coryza 
altemaiing with stoppage of the nose; aphonia, with swelling 
in the throat; tickling irritation to cough; influenza; coryza; 
rawness in the throat ; pam in the breast ; cough, and finally 
diarrhoea. 

Besplratory Organs.— Sligiit cough, especially whilst eating ; 
tickling in the throat in the evening, with slight cough and 
headache; a slight cough from tickling in the throat, many 
evenings after lying down; a dry cough, awakening him from 
sleep, which will not cease nntil he sat upright in bed, and flatus 
wag dischai'ged both npwai'ds and downwards; *chronio di-yness in 
the throat, and sensation of swelling in the laiynx, and expectora- 
tion of thick Ya\xe\x6.—{Dr, N'eidfiard.) *Continned severe cough, 
without expectoration, with pain in the breast, and circumscribed 
redness of the cheeks. — {Dr. Burt.) *Feels stronger and freer in 
the breast in the mornings, and in the aftei-noon, and in the 
evening the customary dyspncea does not appear. — (Dr. Musman.) 
A hot, burning, streaming in the right breast, begins under the 
right arm and clavicle, and draws itself downwards towards the 
region of the liver, (afternoon of the third day,) acute stitches 
in the right breast in the region of the nipple. 

Clinical Remarks. — Sanguinaria has always bad an extensive 
regulation in tbe cure of coughs. Tbe aborigines of the Eastern 
States often astonished the early settlers by the cures they 
efleoted with this remedy, . It is said that tbe moat obstinate 
coughs disappeared during the use of the blood-root. The 
physicians of an early day seem to have used blood-root more 
frequently than their successors. Rafinesque, Barton, TuUy and 
others, all assert its great curative power in many varieties of 
cough. They even assert its power to cure pulmonary consump- 
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tioii. Besides the above carative symptoms tlie following are 
reported; "Cough, with coryza; then diarrhoaa;" "tormenting 
cough, with expectoration and circa mscribed redness of the 
cheeks. " Several instances have come under my obaervalion, 
where the blood root really appeared to cure phthisis. 

Breast. — Whooping cough; hydro-thorax, (a); asthma, (a); 
pneuiponia, (a); typhoid pneumonia, with very diffioult respiration, 
cheeks and hands livid, pulse full, soft, vibrating and easily com- 
pressed, (a); diseases of the lungs, (a); pain in the breast, -with 
periodic cough, (h) ; pain in the breast, with cough and expectora- 
tion, (h) ; pain in the breast with dry cough, (h) ; burning and 
pressing in the breast, then heat through the abdomen, with 
diarrhoea, (b) ; slowly shooting pain in the right side of the chest 
about the seventh rib; acute stibch in the right breast; slowly 
shooting pain in the left side of the cheat near the axilla; stitchea 
from the lower part of the left breast to the shoulder; pressing 
pain in the region of the heart; stitches in the left side in the region 
of the short ribs, by moving and turning the body; continued 
pressure and heaviness in the whole of the upper part of the ehest, 
with difficulty of breathing ; slowly shooting pain under sternum 
numb pain the whole length of the scapula, along the inner edges, 
which is also increased by breathing; pressing pain in the breast 
and bact; palpitation of the heart, from immoderate doses, with 
great weakness ; stitches in both breasts; severe soreness under 
the right nipple, aggravated by being touched ; the nipples are 
sore and painful. 

Clittjcal Remakes. — The "curative" symptoms above, which 
are designated (a) are from allopathic sources; (h) from homceo- 
pathic sources. Eclectic physicians use it in thoracic diseases where 
the allopath ceusiders Tartar emetic indicated. In this they are not 
far fi'om the truth, Sanguinaria, in affections of the lungs, 
occapies a place midway between Phosphorus and Tartar emetic. 
It has many symptoms in common with both, and others possessed 
by neither. I have used the blood-root for many years in hron- 
chiiis, pneumonia, and other diseases of the respiratory organs, 
and have obtained from it some very satisfectory results. In the 
massive doses of the old school given to nausea and emesis, it was 
productive of great injary, but in dynamic doses its use is 
never attended with any ^gravations; a few drops of the mother 
tincture may be used in some chronic affections of the pulmonary 
organs, while in aoate diseases, with a higli grade of irritation, 
the 30th is the safest and best attenuation. £i the majority of 
cases of pneumonia, there occurs a group of symptoms for which 
we have generally used phosphorus or sulphur, with good results, 
although the convalescence under those remedies is apt to be 
lingering. But when those symptoms and conditions are met 
with, under Sanguiuaria, 2nd dil. (decimal), or Sanguinarin, 4th 
trit., a rapid subsidence of the diseased action occurs. At the 
second, and during the existence of the third stage of the inflam- 
mation, we have as physical signs : dullness on percussion, 
bronchial respiration, etc., denoting the presence of red, or eveu 



>stsd by Google 



382 NEW HOMEOPATHIC PROVINGS. 

gray hepatization, and purulent infiltration of the pulmonaiy 
parenchyma. Watson consi'iera it doubtl'iil whether recoveries take 
place from the third stage of pneumonia ; but under homoeopathic 
treatment, I do not believe such recoveries impossible. The general 
symptoms indicating Sangainaria are extreme dyspncea, short, 
accelerated, constrained breathing, the speech ceases to be fi'ee, 
the sputa becomes tenacious, rust-colored, and is expectprated 
with mach difficulty. The position of the patient is upon the 
back ; there is not much pain iu the chest, unlesa the pleura are 
involved, and then it is of a burning, stitching character. The 
pulse is quick and small — the face and extremities inclined to , be 
cold, or the hands and feet burning hot, with circumscribed 
redness and burning heat of the cheeks, especiaSlv in the afternoon. 
Under the use of this remedy, the dyspntea subsides, the bronchial 
breathing disappears, we hear afresh the small crepitation, and 
first, alone, then mixed with the natural respiratory murmur, which 
in its turn becomes alone audible. The sputa becomes again less 
tenacious, less red and yellow, and more like the expectoration of 
catarrh, and is expectorated in large, heavy masses; the febrile 
symptoms gradually abate, and a favorable convalescence is estab- 
lished, I give the medicine every two hours, generally alone, but 
occasionally in alternation with Phosphorus or ,Tartar emetic. In 
its power over chronic, bronchial or laryngeal coughs, it rivals 
Lycopodium and Sulphur. It relieves, and often cures, " coughs 
with chronic dryness in the throat, and sensation of swelling in 
the larynx ; continual severe congh without expectoration, with 
pain in the breast, and circumscribed redness of the cheeks;'' 
" cough, with eoryza, then diarrhcea.'' Tiiis last symptom is an 
important indication for the use of Sanguinaria. After a severe 
cold, or undue exposure, some persons are attacked with eoryza, 
catarrhal headache, severe pains in the chest, with tightness 
of breathing, and dry harrassing cough, all of which subsides 
upon the recurrence of diarrhoea. In such cases Sanguinaria is 
eminently indicated, as it causes a similar group of symptoms. 
Dr. Morrow praises it very highly in h<emoptysis. In one case 
which came under my observation it seemed to correct the 
bleeding, promptly. Cases have been reported to me, where the 
tinotare of blood-root, cured spitting of blood, which had resisted 
other means. It will undoubtedly be found usefnl in some eases 
of Asthma, Croup, Larygnitia, and perhaps Pleurisy, but we have 
no hom<Eopathic testimony of its effects in those diseases. 

Ba«k, — Pain in the nape of the neck ; soreness of the nape of 
the neck on being touched ; pain in the left side of the nape of the 
neck; pain in the right side of the neck, as if sprained.; stifiness of 
the nape of the neck; pain in the back; pain in the sacrom and 
bowels— (Dr. Bute) ; *pain in the sacrnm from lifting; pain iu the 
Bacrnm, which is alleviated by bending forward ; rheumatic pMns 
in the nape of the neck, shoulders and arms; psiin in both slionl- 
ders; severe pains in the left shoulder, in the evenings; pain under 
the sholder-blade, with chill; pain from the left breast to the 
shoulder; rheumatic pain in the right shoulder, worse in the fore- 
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noon when she hft3 retained the ana for a long time in the same 
position, drawing itseif downwards to the elbow; pain on the top 
of the right shoulder; sadden rheumatio psans in the shoalder 
joints ; in the upper part of the shoulder joint, severe pain on every 
motion; *rheamatic pain in the right arm and shoulder, worse at 
night, in bed ; cannot raise the arm,— (Dr. Bute) ; * pain in the right 
shoulder, and in the upper part of the right arm, worse at night on 
turning iu bed.— (Dr. Jeanes). 

Clinical Remabks. — Nearly all the symptoma of the back, 
etc., are purely myaigic, and are easily mistaken for rheumatism ; 
in prescribing this raedioine, this distinction should be made. The 
curative symptoms appear to have been rheumatic, all but the 
*' pain in the sacrum from lifting." 

Superior ExtremiHeB.— Rheumatic pains in the arms and hands; 
rheumatic pains in the right forearm, in the evening; severe pain 
in the hand, with aching in the arm when lying quiet and warm in 
bed; it is al.'o often felt in the left foot, now above, then in the 
instep, and then in the toes; in the right palm near the index 
finger, a severe pain as from a boil ; * burning of the palms red- 
ness of the hands, and severe burning; *lividity of the hands in 
pneumonia; numb pain ia the ball of the right thumb; cutting 
p^n on the left jomt of the left middle finger; sticking in the 
point of the right small finger; stiffness of the finger joints; pain, 
as from a boil, at the root of the right thumb nail, then in the left, 
from this to all the fingers, one after another, from the thumb to 
the small finger, alike on both hands ; * ulceration of the roots of 
the nails on all the fingers of both hands. 

Inferior Extremttit^. — Rheumatic pain in the left hip; pain as 
from a brniseiu the left hip joint, wliilst walking, but worse on 
rising from a seat; *a rheumatic pain on the inside of the right 
thigh; "a bruise-iike pain in the thigh, alternating, with burmug 
and pressure in the breast ; * stiffness of the knees ; stiffness and 
tightness in the bend and sides of the knees; cramp and pain in 
the calf of the left leg ; drawing in the calves and into the Instep, 
■worse right than left ; sticking pain in the right ankle ; continual 
stitches under the right exterior ankle bone, as from the sting of a 
bee ; pain in the left foot, with headache, and during the pain in 
the right arm ; sticking as from a needle in the mstep, in the 
morning in bed, and in the afternoon ; coldness of the feet; * burn- 
ing in the soles of the feet, worse at night; burning of the hands 
and feet in the night; pain in the corns ; great weakness of the 
limbs, with pains in the sacrum whilst walking; * acute swelling of 
the joints of extremities. 

Limbs. — RhtumatiC pains in the limbs; acute, inflammatory, 
and arthritic rheumatism; acute swelhng of the joints of the 
extremities ; stiffness of the limbs and rheumatic pains, with head- 
ache; pain in those places where the bones are least covered with 
flesh, but not in the Joints; on touching the painful part, the pain 
immediately vanished and appewred in some other part. 

Clinical Remarks. — Tne clinical symptoms above, are mostly 
fi'Om homcBopathio sources. The physician can draw his own 
deductions from them. 
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SAlUACESIi PTJEPTJREA. 

(Ifuntainait'a Ci^.) 

A perennial plant, indigenouB to the United States, with leavea 
of a singular character. The cnrious pitcher-shaped leaves," are 
usnally half filled with water and drowned insects; the inner face 
of the hood is clothed with stiif bristles pointing downward.'' Dr. 
C. H, Cleaveland, of Cincinnati (Journal of Rational Medicine), 
says: "Of the Sarracenia, there are several varieties. As long 
Binoe aa the writer's earliest recollection, an aged female living near 
his father's residence, was famous for the syrup which she made for 
the cure of chlorosis and other derangements of the uterine organs, 
and for the reUef of dyspepsia and other gastric difSculties. Not 
all the ingredients of the syrup were made known to those who 
purchased of her ; bat, after a time, it was discovered that it owed 
all its active properties to tte Sarracenia, with perhaps the mucilage 
of the Oamundia regalis. Within the last five years, I have agaia 
had my attention called to the side-saddle plant, from learning that 
it was used by a Canadian French doctor as a regulator of uterine 
derangement ; and, for several yeai-s, I have, with satisfactory suc- 
cess, pi'^cribed it in many cases of gastric disease, in the form of 
an infusion, or in that of a syrup, made from the leaf or the root. 
During the year 1 847, Dr. F, P. Porcher, of South Carolina, expei'i- 
mented with the root, or that portion of the stem which is below 
the surface of the ground. He thinks the bitter and astringent 
principles of the plant are imperfectly extracted by water, and that 
the decoction is even more destitute of these properties than the 
cold infusion. He made trial of the root, in a recent state, as weU 
as of the dried root, on his own person, and gives the following, as 
the result of one of his experiments : ' Dec. 4th, — We again com- 
menced experimenting with it. It had become diy, having been 
rolled into pills of three grains each. Of tliese we took sixty (180 
gi-8.) between ten and twelve o'clock p. m,, upon a comparatively 
empty stomach, swallowing them at intervals, six or eight at a time. 
Its diuretic action in this instance was frequently repeated, the 
secretion being increased in quantity— pure, limpid, arid colorless, 
with scarcely any sediment after several hours' standing. Its action 
on the stomach resembled that following its first employment, being 
attended with the same phenomena. A feeling of emptiness was 
produced in the course of an hour. After retiring to bed, the 
whole abdominal region was in a state of commotion, extending 
along the track of the ascending and descending colon, all of which 
appeared to participate in a kind of rolling motion produced by it. 
To these were added involuntary rumbling sounds, as if the entire 
alimentary tube was stimulated, and apparently forewarning a 
cathartic efieot. We are led to believe that its astringent property 
prevented this result. There was, also, tenderness on pressure of 
the epigastrium. The feeling of congestion about the head, with 
irregularity of the heart's action, which lasted several days, was 
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again observed. Before morning, tlie pulse rose to 100 by tlie 
watch, resuming its usual frequency after a time. We were pre- 
vented by sleep, which was much disturbed, from aseei'taiiiing posi- 
tively the co-existeaoe of strange impressions on the sonsorial func- 
tions. The general vigor of the digestive apparatus was inores^ed. 
The appetite following, the next day, was unusually active, seeming 
to demand much more to satisfy its requirements ; but there was a 
sense of pain about the stomach like toat following inflammation, 
or that feit in the ranscular tissue after a limb has been overtasked.' 
In the first experiment, in which Dr. Poroher took 140 grdns of 
the fresh root, the symptoms produced were very similar to those 
detailed in the above quotation, pointing distinctly to the parts of 
the system influenoed by the drug ; namely, the gastric JUaments 
of the ganglionic or organic system of nerves. This produced an 
increased action of the circulatory System, and drove tne blood to 
the head. It also increased the peristaltic motion of the entire 
alimentary canal, and prora.oted the renal and other glandular secre- 
tions, without any apparent effect npon the nerves of animal life. 
As the experiments of Dr. Porcher are directly corroborative of 
those made by the writer, and confirmatory of the utility of the 
plant in all cases where there is a sluggish or torpid condition of 
the sKomach, the intestines, the liver, the kidneys, or the uterus — 
producing co-tiveness, dyspepsia, amenorrhcea, dysraenorrhcea, and 
the various functional derangements which are ao commonly to be 
met with — it must be evident that this plant possesses valuable 
properties, which render it well worthy the attention of the enlight- 
ened practitioner. Within the past year, several articles have been 
publislied m regard to it, of snoh a nature as to attract consid- 
erable attention ; and, although some of the statements made in 
regard to it are certainly erroneous, and others may prove to be too 
strong and positive, it seems entirely proper to place them on 
record, and in the way of repeated and thorough tests.'' 

The Am. Medical Times has the following letter by Fred. W. 
Morris, M. D., liesident Physician of, the Halifax Visiting Dispen- 
sary : "Sir — You have by this time, in all probability, heard some- 
thing of an extraordinary discovery for the cure of small-pox, by 
the use of ' Sarracenia purpurea,' or Indian oup, a native plant of 
Nova Scotia. I would beg of yon, however, to give full publicity 
to the astonishing fact, that this same humble bog-plant of Nova 
Sootia is the remedy for small-pox, in all its forms, in twelve hours 
after the patient has taken the medicine. It is also as curious as it 
is wonderful that, however alarming and numerous the eruptions, 
or confluent and frightful they may be, the peculiar action of the 
medicine is such that very seldom is a soar left to tell the story of 
the disease. I will not enter upon a physiological analysis now ; It 
will be safflcient for my purpose to state, that it cures the disease 
as no other medicine does — not by stimulating functional re-agency, 
but by actual contact with the virus in the blood, rendering it 
inert and harmless ; and this I gather from the fact that if 
either the vaccine or varioloids matter be washed with the infusion 
of the Sarracenia, they are deprived of their contagions properties. 
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The medicine, at the same time, is so mild to the taste, that it may 
be mixed largely with tea or coffee, as I have done, and given to 
connoisseurs in these beverages to drink, without their being 
aware of the admixtui-e. Strange, however, to say, it is scarcely 
two yeara since science and the medicitl world were utterly ignorant 
of this great boon of Providence; and it would be dishonorable in 
me not to acknowledge that had it not been for the discretion of 
Mr. John Thomas Lane, of Lanespark, County Tij^perary, Ireland, 
late of Her Majesty's Imperial Customs of Nova Seotia,*to whom 
the Mec-Mac Indians had given the plant, the world would not now 
be in possesBion of the secret. No medical man before me had ever 
put thia medicine npon trial, but in 1861, when the whole Province 
of Nova Scotia was in a panic, and patients were dying at the rate 
of twelve and a half per cent., from May to August, Mr. Lane, in 
the month of May, placed the ' Sarraceuia ' in my bands to decide 
upon its merits ; and, after my trials then and since, I have been 
convinced of its astonishing efficacy. The only functional influence 
it seema to have, is in promoting the flow of urine, which soon 
becomes limpid and abundant, and this is owing perhaps to the 
defecated poison or changed virus of the disease esclusively escap- 
ing through that channel. The ' Sarracenia,' I have reason to 
believe a powerful antidote for all contagious diseases, lepra, 
measles, varicella, plague, contagious typhus, and even syphilis, 
also a remedy in jaundice. I am strongly inclined to think it 
will one day play au important part in all these.'' 

. Report by Dr. Herbert Miles, of the British army:— "Early 
in the l^t winter a small coasting vessel landed a portion of her 
crew at an obscure seaboard village a few miles f om Halifax, N. S. 
These pei'sons were sick with small-pox, and the disease soon 
spread, iirst among the cottagers, with whom the fishermen mised, 
and subsequently among those from the capital, who resorted to the 
Tillage for purposes of trade. Througli the early weeks of spring, 
mmor constantly asserted that vast numbers of the seafaring popu- 
lation were attacked with the.eoraplaint ; bnt it waa not until early 
in March that the large Civil Hospital of Halifax, by the number 
of its weekly admissions for variola, began to corroborate rumor, 
and to authenticate the justice of public anxiety. The disease, in 
process of time, extended to the troops in the garrison, but the 
proportion of attacks to those among the civil nnpulation, was singu- 
larly small. While certain portions of the inh:i.bitants of Halilax 
were suffering fi-om the epidemic, alarming accounts reached that 
place, relative to the terrible ravages of the scourge among the 
Indiajis, and colored people generally. Variola is the special plague 
of the Indians; and when they are invaded by this pestilence,, it 
sweeps them off by scores. Like the fire of the prairies, it passes 
over their encamping grounds, destroying ail of human kind in its 
path. On this occasion the most painful details were given of whole 
ramilies being carried off by this loathsome disease. After some 
time, however, it waa said that the pestilence had been stayed. 
One of the Indian race, it was asserted, had come into the disease- 
stricken camp, possesBed of a preparation which had the estraordi- 
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nary power of curing tlie kind of cases tliat hail hitherto jiroveii so 
fatal. This remedy was believed by the Indians to be so effica- 
ciona, that if given to them when attacked with small-pox, they 
looked forward witii coofidence to a speeily and effectual cure. An 
old weird Indian woman was the fortunate possessor of the remedy 
in question. She had always been known as the Doetress of her 
tribe, and had enjoyed celebrity for many years in consequence of 
her reputed knowledge of Medicine, and wonderful acquaintance 
with the herbs and roots of the woods. So well established was 
her fame, among the Indians, that when sick they resorted to her 
in preference to the white doctors, whom they considered to be 
*!No good.' Captain Hai-dy, of the Royal Ai'tillery, an accom- 

f'tishcd and intelligent offiuer, who haa been for years among the 
ndians, says that ' the old squaw's remedy had long been known 
to them as an infallible cars for small-pox,' and that ' the Indiana 
believe it to be succpssful in every case,' From (he information 
gathered from the Indians, the following observations have been 
carefully sifted : 1, In the case of an individual auspected to be 
under the influence of small-pox, but with no distinct eruption upon 
him, a wine-glassful of an infusion of the plant, ' Sarracenia piir- 

Eurea,' or pitcher-plant is to be taken. The effect of this dose is to 
ring out the ernption. After a second aiid third dose, given at 
intervals of from four to six hours, the pustules subside, apparently 
losing their vitality. The patient feels better at tho end of each 
dose^ and in the graphic expression of the 'Mee-Mac,' 'knows there 
is a change wiliiin him at once.' 2. In a subject already covered 
with the ei'uption of small-pox in the early stage, a dose or two 
will dissipate the pnstules, and subdne the febrile symptoms. The 
urine fi-om being scanty and hiph-oolored becomes pale and abnnd- 
ant, whilst from the fii-st dose the feelings of the patient assure him 
that ' the medicine is killing the disease.' Under the influence of 
the remedy, in three or four days the prominent symptoms of the 
constitutional disturbance subside, althougli as a precautionary 
measure, the sick person is kept in the camp nntil the ninth day. 
No marks of the ernption (as regards pitting, etc.,) have been left; 
in cases examined, if treated by the remedy, 3, With regard to 
the medicine acting (as is believed by the Indians) in the way 
of a preventive, in those exposed to infection, it is curions 
to note, that in the camps where the remedy has been nsed, 
the people keep a weak infusion of the plant prepared, and 
take a dose occasionally during the day, so as to ' keep 
the antidote in the blood.' '' 

We find also that tho following result of a trial of the 
Sarracenia has been communicated to the London Times 
by Mr. Cosmo G. Logie, Surgeon-Major Royal Horse Guards 
(Blae). Eleven men of Mr. Logie'9 regiment, which is stationed at 
Windsor, contracted the disease. After expressing hie disbelief in 
the perfect protecting power of vaccination, he writes : " Some 
time ago, seeing a paper written by Assistant Sui'geon Miles, of 
the Royal Artdlery, on the efficacy of tlie North American plant, 
called the Sarracenia purpurea, or pitcher-plant, in the treatment 
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of small-pox among the Indiana, my colleague (Mr. Agnis) and 
myeeif have given this remedy. Four of the cases in my hospital 
have teen severe confluent cases j they have, throughout the disease, 
a!i been perfectly sensible, have had excellent appetites, been free 
irom pain, and have never felt weak. The effects of this medicine 
which I have carefully watched, seemed to arrest the development 
of the pustules, killing, as it were, the vims from within, thereby 
changing the character of the disease and doing away with the 
canee of pitting, and thus avoiding the necessily of gutta percha 
and India rubber applications, or opening the pustules. In my 
opinion, all anticipations of disfigurement from pitting may now be 
calmed, if this medicine is given from the commencement of the dis- 

A proximite analysis of the Sarracenia by Theobald Froh- 
wein, of New York, gave : " Organic elements — traces of volatile 
oil, gum, starch, vegetable albumen, tannin, resin, bitter principle, 
with acid reaction and extractive matter. Inorganic elements — 
sutph. lime, cai'b. acid, sulph, acid, phosph. acid, traces of lime, 
magnes., potass, and soda, iron and silicic acid." A committee of 
the New Tork Med. Society (Allopathic) made a report on Sarra- 
cenia, which will be found in Jnll, pages 7 and 19, American Med. 
Times, Jan., 18G4. They thus close their report : " Tour committee 
has endeavored to lay before the Society the history and recorded 
experience thus far in the use of the Sarra«enia purpurea, for the 
treatment of small-pox ; and, in conclusion, would respectfully sub- 
mit the following as their deductions fi'om the testimony here 
accumulated:— 1st. That the analyses already made of the pLant do 
not give any active principle or elements which would indicate any 
great medicinal potency. 2d. That the discoverers and advocates 
of the specific remedial power .of the Sarracenia purpurea over 
variola have given, apparently, too g]'eat credit to the 'post hoe' 
droumstances, as being 'propter hoc' influences, (one reason for 
this latter inference being suggested by the loose, unscientific, and 
eulogistic style of the communications). And, 3rd, that the reliable 
experience thus far, appears to preponderate against the remedial 
efficacy of this plant in those forms of disease which do not gene- 
rally recover under the administration of ordinary remedies.'' 
From these aUopathic deductions we dissent. 1. The analysis 
showing the presence of sulph. lime, carb. acid, sulph. acid, phosph, 
acid, and traces of lime, magnes., potass, and soda, and silicic acid, 
also tannin, bitter principle,- etc., would evince that it is a remedy 
of considerable power, rather than an inert substance. 2. Although 
the reports have been exaggerated in many instances, the recom- 
mendations, homceopathic and allopathic, are too numerous to he 
discarded. 

The testimony relates to the empirical use of the plant. 
Until we obtain a thorough proving, wo shall not have any reli- 
able data for its homoaopathic application. 
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SCUTEllAKIA lATEEIFOlIA. 

(^SatU Cap.} 

This is an imligenous plant, growing in most parts of the United 
States, in woods, meadows, and near small streams and ponda. 
There are several varieties of this plant, and they shonld not be 
conCounded with each other by onr pharmaeeutists. The whole planl 
is I fiidnal ; it sliould be' gathered while in flower. The tincture ia 
best when made from the green herb. For my estimate of the gen- 
eral therapeutic and pathogenetic efiects of this plant, I would refer 
the reader to my notice of the Cypripedium pubescens ; not tbat I 
consider these two remedies as possessing identical properties, hut 
they are such close aoalogues, and affect the system in such a sim- 
ilar mannei', generally, that many of my remai'ks applied to Cypii- 
pedium, will be applicable to Scutellaria. I have used the latter in 
diseases of children, and affections of the nervous system, simi- 
lar to those in which I recommended the former, and with like 
good results. That a carefnl proving would elicit diffeemt symp- 
toms, I do not doubt. If I were to attempt a difierentiid estimate 
of the two remedies, I should say that the Scutellaria affected the 
spinal cord more, and the brain less, than the Cypripedium. I 
believe this statement will be verified by experience and observa- 
tion. Aa sobstaatiation, in part, of this opinion, I quote the follow- 
ing from Jones and Scudder'a Materia Medica: "It has been 
found remarkably efficacious in Chorea, or St. Vitus' dance. Dr. 
Beach states that he lias cured a great number of cases with it. We 
have used it in several instances with apparent benefit. In cases of 
great nervous excitement, with severe tremors, also in attacks of 
delirium tremens, it has in several cases afforded pi'ompt relief." It 
has been highly extolled in many of the nervous and spasmodic 
afiections so very common among women. It has attracted much 
attention in SydrophoMa, and at one time it enjoyed a high repu- 
tation in the treatment of that formidable disease, although the 
same relitmce is not now placed on it that was some years ago ; still, 
it is resorted to, both as a propliylactio and curative agent, in 
oases of canbe madness. Testimony is not wanting to establish 
the fact that many persons have been bitten by rabid animals, and 
avoided the development of the disease by the free use of Scutel- 
laria; while others, bitten at the same time, by the same animal, 
becaiiie hydrophobic. So many circumstances may concur to pre- 
vent the inception of the canine virus at the time of the bite— as 
the interference of clothes, or the speedy removal of it fi'om the 
parts bitten and thus preventing it from being absorbed — that we 
must view many of the cases said to have been cured by the exhi- 
bition of this article, as highly equivocal. "A physician, bitten 
by a mad dog, has assured me," says Rafitiesqae, " that himself^ 
alone, had avoided the disease by using it, while others bitten by 
the same dog, died." Dr, Vandesveer, who is said to have intro- 
duced it to the notice of the profession in 1772, or, rather, to have 
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discovered its prophyl active powers against hydrophobia, is said to 
have prevented 400 persons, and 1000 cattle from becoming 
hydrophobic ; and liia son is said to have relieved or cured forty 
persons who had been bitten, by the use of the same agent. These 
favorable reports of its efficacy are strcrgly questioned, and even 
denied by eminent physicians, while many of the reformed school 
report very favoi-ably of its efficacy in that disease. It would 
seam that there ovght to be some grains of truth among so much 
teatimony. My observations have not fallen upon any such cases ; but 
in one patient to whom I gave the Scutellaria, first dec, for a ner- 
vous affection, its administration was always followed by the aynip- 
tom— "spasmodic or constiietive closing of the jaws, and a tight- 
ness of the rausclua of the face." A proving might elicit symptoms 
which would account for its efficacy in hydrophobic conditions. I 
have used it snccessfiilly in several cases of tremors, and twitchingS 
of the litnbs, in typhoid fever; also in mild form of hysteric 
spasms, nervons iwitalioa in pregnant females, etc. ; doses same as 
recommended for Cypiipedium.. 



SESECIO GRACILIS. 

{Life Boat. TJnkvm. Femsls Regulator.') 

This plant is indigenous, growing in rooky, poor ground, in many 
parts of the United States. The S. aureus and some other speciea 
possess similar properties, though not near as active. The whole 
herb is raedieiual. The root grows just below the surface of the 
ground, and runs along horizontally. It is from haif an inch to six 
or eight inches in length, and about two lines in diameter; reddish 
or purplish externally, purplish -white internally, with an aromatic 
taste, and having scattered fibers. It is found in the shops, mixed 
■with the leaves, etc. It yields its best properties to alcohol. The 
Senecin is the concentrated, active piinclpie of the Senecio graci- 
lis. It is a greenish brown powder, of a peculiarly pungent smell and 
taste. We can use the dilutions from the tincture^ prepared from 
the green plant, and triturations from the Senecin. 

Gknbeal Efpectb, — This medicine belongs peculiarly to the 
eclectic practice, or did, until I introduced it to the notice of the 
Lomoaopathic school a few years since. It has been decreed to be 
emmenagogue, diaphoretic, diuretic, expectorant, alterative, tonic, 
and is said to have a peculiai-ly specific, regidating influence on the 
functions of the female generative organs. We have not been able 
to obtain any reliable proving, but present the following clinical 
suggestions and experience. 
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SerTons System.— Although its influence on the nervous system 
is not meiitiotied by any writer, yet my observations have convinced 
me- that it ranks with Coffea, Chomomiila, Valerian, and Amber- 
gris, and is in many respects a " nervine.'' It has been saggeated 
by those famiUar with its use, that it acts as a nervine, by subdu- 
ing the iri'itaiion of the uterine organs, and thus prevents the ner- 
vous irritation, which might have been of a reflex eharaoter. This 
may be the true explanation of its action. It has a great reputation 
among tbe country people, who, under thenamo of " tlnkum" (aname 
borrowed from the Aborigines) and " Wild Valerian,'' use it 
extensively for nervousness, hysteria, lowness of spiiits, aad sleep' 
leaneas, especially when these conditions occur in females. Under 
the head of " Organs of Generation," will be found a case which 
illustrates its action in this regard. 

Mucous Hembrnnes. — 1 am strongly impressed with the idea that 
this remedy acta upon the mucous tissues aimilariy to Pulsatilla. 
It causes increased secretion from the bi'onchial, intestinal, and vagi- 
nal mucous membranes, and has been found curative in abnormal 
conditions characterized by mucous discharges. It seems to me to 
be indicated when a catarrhal affection has appeared in one organ, 
<^nd caused, or ia consequent, upon the suppression of a natural 
discharge in another ; thui, pio(u=e leucoirhosi, or a bronchial, and 
even a nasal catarrh will set in upon tfao suppre'tsion of the menses, 
or appear in place of the menses A catiirhil diairhoa often 
appears at such times. It H in these conditions that Pulsatilla and 
Senecio prove so successfil ^s cuiitive Sj^ents, by curing the 
catarrhal discharge, and pel mitUng the nalui%l functions to go on. 
The Senecio has also proved useliil m hismorrhages fioni mucous 
BUifaces, appearing upon the suppression of hibituil discharges. 

Skin. — It caosesyin laige doses fiee peispiiition 

Sleep. — Has proved cuiative in obstinate slceplesness, or rest- 
less, uneasy sleep. 

FcTcr. — Is considered by some aa a "febrifuge," but probably 
is not indicated in any but catarrhal fever, in which condition. it 
seems indicated. 

Head, etc. — From some experience with this remedy I would 
suggest its use in catarrhal headache ; also in catarrhal afiections of 
the eyes, nose, and ears, particularly if these occur after suppres- 
sed perspiration, or menstrual discharge. 

Hnstrlc and Intestinal.— It may prove useful in certain nervotia 
affections ; also catarrhal conditions of the bowels. It is said to 
have been used succeasfuly in dtfsentery and diarrhma (catarrhal). 

Urinary Organs. — Increased flow of urine ; clear, limpid urine ; 
frequent and profuse unnation. 

Clinicai. Bbmaeks. — ^This medicine has long had an extensive 
reputation in domestic practice as a diui'etic, and used as such in- 
cases of dropsy, suppression of urine, and irritable bladder ; " As a 
diuretic it has been employed with advantage in calculous affec- 
tions to subdue the irritatinu." (H. S.) "It is said to be diuretic'and 
SpeciSe in strangury," (K,) In those anasarcous states which 
attend chlorosis, oraitacksi of women at the climactQi'ic age, and seem 
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to be caused remotely by some disorder of tho generative organs, 
the Senecio gracilis may prove a very efficient remedy ; also in 
ovarian dropsy, or dropsy occurring after suppression of tho 
menses. The Senecio aureus is ssid to possess more speeifiG action 
on the renal organs than the S. gracilis. Dr. Small has used it 
■with benefit in some afflictions of the kidneys and bladder ; also 



fieneratiye Organs of Men.— It is recommenderl by s 
physicians for the cure of gonovrhraa, in which it is ; 
to have been used with benefit. 

Generative Organs or ffDmen.— It is npou these organs that 
tho Senecio is reputed to exert its peculiar and specific curative 
influence. In accordance with the plan I proposed in the preface 
to this work, I shall proceed to give the suggestions, clinical 
experience, etc., of the eclectic and allopathic schools, and then 
that of our own school, together with ray own. From the 
testimony thus adduced, the reader can come to some con- 
clusion as to the vaina of the remedy. "It exerts an especial 
influence upon the femi,le reproductive organs. In Amenor- 
rhosa, not connected with some structural lesion, it has proved 
very efficacious. In dysmenorrhroa it has also proved valuable. 
It 13 serviceable in menorrhagta, administered both at the time 
of the discharge and during tha interval.'' — [King). "It appears 
to exert a specific influence upon the uterine organs, and may 
with propriety be termed a nterine tonio. We have employed 
it in many cases of Amenorrhoea, both in retention and sup- 
pression, and almost invariably with the most gi'atifying results; 
indeed, so certain is it to restore the uterine secreiion, when 
suppression does not depend upon organic disease, that we 
almost view it as a specific. Its action is peculiar; it seems to 
possess the power of restoring the secretion when suppressed ; 
of promoting it when deficient ; of alleviating pain in dysmenor- 
rhcea, and of controlling or lessening tho secretion when redim- 
dant ; hence one of its common names, "female regulator.'''' " We 
have employed it to check free and too long continued lochial 
discharges, after other remedies had failed, and >vith the most 
gratifying results. It has proved a valuable remedy in leucor- 
rhcea, and in displacements of the uterus, attended with drag- 
ging pains in the lower part of the abdomen and pelvic 
region, and with leueorrhceat discharges, when combined with 
T^linm." (Jones & Saudder's, Mat. Med.) " Senecin has proved 
eminently snccessfal in the treatment of Amenorrkcea. Wiien 
the obstruction has arisen from cold, this remedy in connection 
■with warm alkaline pedilnvia is generally sufficient. When the 
affection is uncomplicated, we know of no remedy so generally 
reliable. It operates kindly and without excitement, and the 
oatanienial flow is restored in a manner so natural that the 
patient is scarcely aware of being under the influence of medicine." 
" We have derived equally happy effects from the employment 
of Senecin in the treatment of Dysmenorrhcea, The most 
beneficial results are obtained by exhibiting it during the 
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intermenstrual period. It acts aa a special tonic upon tlia 
uterine system, invigorating the metiatraal faaetioa, and restoring 
equilibriam of action. If tlie menstrual secretion be profuse use 
Trillin in combination. If scanty, Macrotin or B.ipttsiu may be 
employed." (alternated). "We ha^e been equally successful 
with the Soueoin in the treatment of Msiianhagia,. It may 
seem somewhat paradorioal to the reader that we should 
prescribe the same remedy in what are generally conceived 
to -be opposite states of the system. (Here Dr. Coa, launches 
out ioto a verbose explanation of the reason why this remady 
is thus indicated, bat his logic is lame, and based upon in- 
correct physiological doctrines.) " No matter in which direction 
the scale may be turned if we can bat restore and equalize 
the functional activity of the parts, we shall effect a cure. For 
this purpose we employ the Senecin simply because it possesses 
the power of recalling or restoring lost or healthfnl action. 
This then explains the seeming paradox of giving tho same 
remedy in dissimilar deraagemont of the same organ." Chlorosis 
is another of those incidental female affections in which the 
Seneoin will be found an excellent remedy. It is partiodarly 
servioable when the chlorosis oocnra in a strumona diathesis," 
{Cois concent org. med). The following oas:i treated with 
Senecio gra,, is reported to.me by Dr. A, R. Smart; A lady, aged 
forty-eight, presented the following symptoms: inability to sleep, 
nervous irritability, loss of appetite, coated tongue, bowels con- 
stipated, constant feeling of iassitiude, disinclined to move about, 
wandering pains in the back and rfioulders; had been in this 
condition sis months, during which time the catamenia, which, 
previous to this, had been regular ia appearance, have not 
appeared; has been treated allopathioally for the last three 
months, with no permanent benefit. I gave Maerotin, Sepia, 
Secale cornutum, Zincum vol., PidsaiUla, Gypripedium etc, 
with but Httie or no success. At last the Senecio was given in 
doses of twenty drops, three times per day; this was followed 
by a marked improvement, and after the lapse of one week 
Bhe reported herself able to sleep well all night. Under the 
continued nse of the remedy all the symptoms disappeared in 
the space of two weeks longer, A relapse presenting the same 
phenomena, wliich occured about six months later, was in like 
manner cared by the Senecio. Tiie following case was reported 
by me to the Amer, Horn. Observer (Vol. 1, No 3). A lady, the 
mother of one child, had had an abortion three years ago, and 
another— at the second month of pregnancy — four months since. 
Since the date of the last abortion she had suffered much from pain- 
ful menstruation, whicb had not been the case prsvioaaly. The 
menses oame on too soon — every three weeks; were very profuse, 
lasting eight or nine days; and were accompanied with a great deal 
of psdu, of a cutting, grinding character, referred to the region of 
the sacrum, hypogastrium and groins. She was pale, weak, and 
"nervous," and had a sliglit con^, generally at night. Thinking 
this a good case in which to test the vaunted virtues of the S^neaio 
50 
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gracilis, I presenbed five drops of the mother tincture three times 
a day, and eonlitiiied its use until the next raeuBtrual period. To 
the patient's gratification and my own, the menaeB appeared at 
their proper time (in 29 days), aod were normal in quantity, and 
Bn accompanied willi pain or aufffiing of any kind. Since reporting 
the above case I have treated several cases of a wmilar nature, and 
■with aatcess. In one case the first dec. dilution was nsed; in 
another the first of SeneciB, and in still another the second decimal. 
I have used it in but one case of AmenoiThcea ; Palsatilla feiled to 
restore the discharge, but Senecin second, apparently had the 
desired efiec!. 

Bcsplratorr Crgans.— Increased secretion from the bronchial 
mneoua meiubrane ; loose cough ; rattling in the chest. 

Clinical Remarks. — It aifects the respiratory organs in a 
manner somewhat similar to Ai^olepias tub,, Dulcamara and Pulsa- 
tilla, "In coughs, colds, and other complaints of the cheat, Senecin 
in one of the most valuable remedies we possess. It is especially 
serviceadle in miicits coughs?' (Dr. Coe.) "It has acquired oon- 
Biderable reputation in chronic coughs, catarrhal affections, bsemop- 
tysis, incipient phthisis, attended with troublesome cough, the 
result of obstructed mensP uation, with unequivocal advantage. 
(J. & S. Mat, Med.) I have used it in a few cases of cough 
occurring in females, according to the indieation given above. It 
eeemed to act admirably. These suggestions may seem bare and 
valueless, unless backed up by more pathogenetic symptoms. But 
it must be recollected that many of our best remedies started from 
jost such small beginnings. 

The following case reported by Dr. Thomas Irish, to the 
American HomGeopathio Observer, seems to prove that it ranks 
high aa a remedy in pulmonary afi'eetiona. "In the year 
1822, in the State of New York, I was taken suddenly with 
profuse hmmiyrrhage from the left lung. Pbyaieians were sejit 
for; consultation took place; they manifested much wisdom in 
endeavoring to stay the red current of life by tapping my 
arm. The blood refused to flow iu that direction, but the lung 
continued to perform its office in opposition to these endeavors to 
change its current, by cutting the cephalic vein. All to no purpose; 
the life current continued to flow until it would hardly stain a white 
cloth. They gave me up as lost without hope, and then gave 
rules and ordered medicine taken. I refused to take medidne. 
I became a living skeleton ; the dry, hacking cough,, the hectic 
flash and sleepless nights were my companions for day and night 
for about five months, and still living In Opposition to the 
wisdom of the prophets, I was in the daily habit of wandei-ing 
about the fields on my father's farm, and pulling and testing of 
roots and herbs. The Senecio was before me, near a small stream. 
I t^ted and was impressed to try its virtues. I had it gathered, 
roots and tops — a pailful, and prepared a strong decoction, of 
which I took half a table-spoonful four times a day. Improve- 
ment set in soon atler commencing the use of the Seaeoio. 
In six weeks the cure seeratd complete. This was in the fall. I 
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continued well through tho winter ; in the spring went to wort: ; 
in a month was prostrated by hsemorrhage from tiio lung again; 
continued to work until faU. Asjainthe life root was taken, chewing 
the root and drinking a tea of the same. Again, contrary to the 
expectation of all, health was mine in the spriag of 182i. I cume 
to Michigan; worked hard all summei" in fall was taken sick; 
continued feeble until spring. At every attack of the disease the 
Inngs would sympathize, so as to have it terminate in a lung fever 
■with bloody expectoration. I employed no physician, bat always 
used the Cure-AU, as I often called it. In the too free use of the 
green root it proved a laxative, which was not favorable to the 
healing process. At every attack, for eleven years or more, of lung 
fever, which were many, I always used the same remedy with the 
same success. I have never known it used in such attacks without 
some benefit, and the number would be hundreds. I saw , the 
bloodspirttheeize of acommon strawfrom a cut in the leg. The 
Seneoio, roots and tops braised and applied, immediately stopped 
the blood ; it was the only dressing. The person was not kept froia 
his work an hour in all. It was a bad cat, and bealed in a few days. 
It is the best dressing for cuts, bruises and sores, known to me. 
It has more power over diseases of the Vterine Organs than any 
other medicinal plant, in my opinion. In Erysipelas it has with 
me proved a useful remedy, internaliy and externally." 

It woold seem by the last paragraph to have a geneva! cnra- 
tive influence over hamorrhage, mating it analo^ons upon soma 
points with Erigeron, Trillium, and Lyoopus. With this I leave 
the consideration of the plant, and liopo my colleagues will 
prove it, and at the same time collect clinical data, illustrating the 
sphere of the remedy. 



SUPHIUl lACISIlTUM. 

{Cuaipass Ifeed.) 

This is an indigenoas, perennial plant, found on the prairies of 
the United States, from Michigan southward to Texas. The lower 
leaves present their edges nortft and south, hence the name " com- 
pass-phint" 

Dr. King, speaking of the S. gummiferiim and S. laoiniatum, 
says : " They are emetic in decootion. They have effected cures 
in intermittent fever, and are beneficial in dry, obstinate coughs. 
Said to have cured heaves in holies." 

Dr. A. E. Small, uses and advises it in asthma and moist coughs 
with dyspnea. Its present use in our school is quite limited, and 
until we have a thorough proving of the plant, we do not expect it 
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will be much favored. The testimony, however, of homceopathic 

fhyeioians, in regard to its curative power in gleet, is unequivocal, 
a the acute stage of gonorrhcea it does not appeav to be ot mnch 
sei'vice, hut in the chronic stage, as well as in hlerraorrhtea, leucor- 
rhcea, and vesical catarrh, it is of great value. 

We hear of its use in allopathic practice in nasal catarrh, 
asthma, and othei- diseases of the respiratory organs. 

It is doubtless an analogue of Cop^va, linya, etc., and possesses 
similar properties. The peculiar range of action of the Silphium 
remains to be developed by future proving. 



STICTA PTJLMONAEIA. 

*Nov, 9th, 1859, 1 commenced proving this plant, having pre- 
viously prepared a strong tincture. At 7 o'clock, a. m,, I took 
ten drops of tincture. About one hour after I had sharp, darting 
pains in the arms, legs, and shoulders, commencing first in the 
mnsdea of the arms, then in the finger-joints and shoulders ; next 
in the thighs, kne&-jointB, and toes ; also doll sensation in the head, 
with sharp, darting pains through the vertex, side of the tace, and 
lower jaw. There was a feeling of fulness at the root of the nose 
and in the left hypochondriac region. These symptoms were well 
marked ; they continued for two or three hours, and were followed 
by a general feeling of dullness of two or three hours duration. 

Nov, 10th, V o'clock, a. m., took ten drops. The symptoms 
which followed were similar to those produced by the first dose. 
There was also, a dull, oppressive pain in the cardiac region ; slight 
oppression of the lungs; dull pain in the right hypochondrium. 
Duration from three to four hours. 

Nov. lltb, took at 1 o'clock, a. m,, twenty drops of the 
tincture. About one hour after, I experienced the previous 
dull sensation in the head, with dull, heavy pressure in the 
forehead and roots of the nose; daiting pains in the tempo- 
ral region ; burning in the eyelids, with soreness of the bail on 
closing the lids, or turning the eyes. There were buraing, biting, 
sticking pains all over the body ; lancinating pain in the second 
joint of the middle finger ; inability to concentrate the mind upon 
any one subject; a general conftision of ideas. The above symp- 
toms continufd to increase in intensity during the entire day, 
and most of them continued until the 13th, without repeating the 
drug. 
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Clini-^al Oeservatiosts. — 1. A few weeks previous to the 
above experiments, I was attacked with catai'i-h of the head, to 
which I was subject, and had been for five yeai's ; at times it wa,3 
very severe, obliging me to keep my room for a week at a time. 
The above attack was one of the aevei'eat I had ever experienced. 
I discharged qnantities of bloody pus from the nose and throat, and 
it left me with a distreswng cough, and oppression of the lungs, 
causing the feeling of a hai'd mass collected in them. The cough 
was at first dry and hacking, from tickling in the laijnx, which 
finally extended to the lungs. Daring the day I was comparatively 
free from cough, but it returned every evening about 6 o'clock, and 
would continue the entire night, being almost incessant. I could 
not sleep nor lie down. All treatment failed to afford the slightest 
relief, and I had become completely worn out from the cough and 
want of sleep. I now prepared a tincture from Stieta, and put a 
few drops in a tumbler of water. At 1 o'clock, p, Mt I took a tea- 
spoonful, and continued to repeat it every hour during the after- 
noon. At 10 o'clock, p. M., my cough had not returned, as I had, 
coughed but once or twice during the evening, bat on retiring that 
night there was a slight return, lasting perhaps for a half hour, 
after which I slept quietly all night. The next day I took of the 
medicine several times, and had no return of cough, 

2. — Some two weeks after, I took a slight cold, which brought 
on catarrh in the head again. There came with it a alight cough, 
which increased, and in the evening it was quite troublesome, I 
took of Stieta two or three times during the evening ; and, to my 
great surprise, I awoke the next morning perfectly free from 
catarrh and oougl). These results of trials of Stieta on myself in 
disease, induced me to attempt the proving above reported. The 
following notes of cases treated by this remedy may sbow its ordi- 
nary operations in the forms of disease in which its powers hgve 
been moat frequently tested, 

3. — ^Dec. 12th, Mrs. S had taken a severe cold, had a 

hard, racking cough, aggravated by every inspiration, and there was 
considerable oppression of the chest. At 6 o'clock, p. m., I gave 
her Stieta tincture, a few drops in a tumbler of water, a tea-spoon- 
ful to be taken every half hour. The next morning she coughed 
but very little, said she was well, and the medicine was discon- 
tinued. A few days after she was caught out in the rain, got her 
feet wet, took a severe cold, and coughed worse than before. In 
the evening I gave her Stieta as before ; the cough ceased after she 
had taken a few doses ; and the next morniug she was feeling 
quite well, 

4, — January, 1860, Mr, B , aged fifty-six years, was suffer- 
ing from soreness of the throat of long standing, I gave Mercuriua 
third, with favorable results. A few days after, I found him suffer- 
ing from coryza, I gave him Stieta tincture, a few drops in a tumbler 
of water, a teaspoonfnl to be taken every hour. But a few dos^ 
had been taken when great relief was experienced. He had been 
subject to frequent attacks of a similar character for ten or fifteen 
years. I continued the remedy, night aad morning, for a week or 
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more, as it appeared to affect his tbroat favorably. While taking 
the remedy, he waa exposed a good deal, and took a severe cold ; 
but he was entirely free from those distressing aymptotns of coryza, 
■which had for many years accompanied the slightest cold. He had 
been treated by several homceopathic physioiane, besides taking 
quantities- of allopathic medicines ; but he had never experienced 
any decided benefit from any of them. la February following, he 
had a slight attack, and I gave him Sticta tincture aa before. He 
sdd the first dose gave him great relief. This was in the evening. 
The next morning he was entirely free fi-otn all traces of the 
troubles of the previous evening. I met him almost daily for 
two yeai-s after, during which time he had no return of the 
disease. 

5.— The next case was that of a young lady who was' anbject to 
coryza. During one of these attacks, which came on in the morn- 
ing, I was requested to see her. In the afternoon I found her 
sneezing almost incessantly, with a, feeling of fulness in the right 
aide of the forehead, extending down to the root of the nose, with 
tingling in the right side of the nose. Sticta tincture was given 
as in previous oases. Two doses effected the cure, and the next 
day she was feeling perfectly well. Previous attacks lasted from 
thi'ee days to a week. 

e. — ^August 2lst, 1862. Mr. F , aged fifty years, came to 

me, saying he had rheumatism all over him, and could get no relief, 
he said he had tried everything, had been to two or three allo- 
pathic physidans, but was getting worse every day. His troubles 
commenced about six months ago, with sharp, dartuig, lancinating 
pain, first in the knee-jointe, then in the elbow and shoulder. The 
nnger-joints were next involved, and it gradually extended to every 
joint in the body ; the pain in the neck and head were intense. At 
the present time the joints afe all swollen and stiff. He cannot 
sleep for the pain, and can scarcely walk. By comparing the above 
with the provings of Sticlmpuimonanct,! {onnA a perfect type of the 
disease before me in this drag, and I at once determined to test its 
curative power ; the following ai'e the results : — ^I gave Sticta Ist, 
five dropa^to a tumbler of water, a table-spoonful to be taken every 

hour. August 23. — Mr. F reports himself greatly improved ; 

pains not so severe — has skpt better. Sticta 1st, as before. Aug. 
26th, — Keports a great deal better ; can walk better than at aiiy 
time during the past five months ; piun in the head and neck gone ; 
all the pains are less severe, and the joints are not so much swollen. 
Continued Sticta, Ist, as before. Aug. 2'8th. — Reports himself 
entii'ely well ; haa no pain ; swelling aJl gone ; says he feels better 
than at any time dunng the past nine months ; stiffness of the 
joints all gone ; he is getting young again, and walks as sprightly 
as a young man, 

7. — At the time the above was under treatment, I was ■ also 

treating a Mrs. G , aged about forty, for rheumatism of the 

wrist-jointa. She had been under treatment for nearly three 
months, with very little, if any, iraprovement. The wrists and 
hands, with little if any redness ; very painful on moving them, I 
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had given her nearly all the remedies that are usually giveu in rheu- 
inatio troubles ; none of them had afforded relief to any extent. 
After the results produced in the last ease by Sticta, I determined 

to tiy it in the case of Mrs. G -. I accordingly gave her five 

drops, first, in a tumbler of water, a tablespoonfd every two hours. 
On the second day after, I called, and on entering the room, she 
exclaimed, " Doctor, you have done it this time !" To my great 
surprise, I found her sewing. The pdn and swelling were nearly 
gone. Sticta, first, was continued for a few days, and the cure was 
permanent. (This last ease is reported from memory.) 

8. — Aug. 20th. Mrs. M — came to me, complaining of 

headache with severe pain in the eyes, which felt very sore on 
dosing the lids or turning the eye-ba(l. The pains and soreness as 
she described them, were very similar to those I experienced while 
making the above provings, and I prescribed Sticta, first, five drops 
to a tumbler of water, a tablespoonful to be taken every two hours. 
Aug. 2Jth, — Reports greatly relieved soon after taking the medi- 
cine. Sticta continued as before. Aug. 28th — Reports perfectly 
well. 

9, — In the month of February, 1862, while treating a patient 
very susceptible to the in&uenoe of medicine, I had administered 
Sticta one-tenth. Very soon after taking it she said, " Doctor, I 
feel that medicine all over me." In a few months after, she said 
her leg felt as thongh it was floating in the air, feeling light and 
^ry, without any sensation of resting upon the bed ; this continued 
for some time, and gradually passed off. 

10.— Mrs. F , age ahout forty years, had hemorrhage of 

the bowels. She had lost large qaantities of blood during the pre- 
vious weeks, looked pale and ghastly, and could scarcely walk, she 
had become so reduced. I gave Hamamelis, which arrested the 
hemorrhage ; but she could not sleep, and had not for over a week ; 
saying that as soon as it came night, her feet and legs would dance 
and jnmp around in spite of her; so that she was compelled to 
either hold them, down on the floor with her own hands, or have 
some one hold them for her ; and as soon as she would lie down, 
her limbs felt as though they were floating in the air as light as 
feathers. This brought to mind what had happened to the last 
patient, and I administered Sticta, first, a few drops in a tumbler of 
water. To oommenoe takmg a tablespoonful as soon as the above 
symptoms should re-appear, and repeat every hour. The next 
morning at about six o'clock, the dancing commenced. The medi- 
cine was repeated every hour until eleven o'clock, when she slept 
for the first time in over a week, did not awaken until seven next 
morning. Medicine discontinued during the day. Next evening 
aymtoms returned, but not so severe. Medicine repeated every 
hour. Fell asleep at 10, p. m. Slept quietly until awakened nest 
morning. Next evening slight recurrence. Two or three doses of 
Sticta were given, and she slept quietly all night. Next evening 
no recurrence ; Sticta one or two doses ; slept at ! p. ai,, did not 
awaken nntil the next morning. Medicine discontinued. Recovery 
rapid without any further medication. 
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11. — A lady about fifty yea,ia of age, complaining of attacks of 
great anxiety about tlie heart. Very neiTona. ITad had a good 
deal of mental trouble. Ignatia and Digitalis afforded great relief; 
but after two or three months she called, saying that she was 
troubled at night by awaking with a strange sensation abont the 
heart, and for a few moments after she would feel as though she 
■was floating in the air, A few doses of Sticta first, effected a com- 
plete cure. In coughs and colds, it has proved very efficient. And 
I have never used a remedy which has been so efiioacious in procu- 
ring quiet, refreshing sleep as Sticta. I have given it when all 
other remedies have failed, and have never, save in one or two 
cases, had it disappointed me ; and now if I have a patient who 
cannot sleep, it is my first resort, I have reported two cases of 
rhematism which it has cared almost by magic. I have also given 
it in several cases in which it produced not the slightest effect ; but 
in these cases there was not a perfect representation of the drug in 
the disease. The following cases are from the Case Book of the 
N'orthem JBomceopathic Di^p&nsary, New York, where this rem- 
edy has acquired some reputation : 

1. — ^Ellen Murphy, aged nineteen, scrofulous; had haemoptysis 
three years ago. Every cold, damp spell brmgs on cough with 
expectoration of dark blood. Suffei's now with loose cough in 
the morning, expectoration less free during the day ; pain in left 
wde below the scapula, foul taste in the mouth, tickling in the 
larynx and bronchia ; costiveneas ; courses regular. Bry. 3rd, 
Aug. 5 — P^n in the left side less, other state the same. Sticta 
first. Aug. 8 — Great relief. Aug, 12— Nervous headache which 
she complained of in the temples improved. 'Cough steadily 
improving. Sticta. Aug. 20 — Cured. 

2,— Anna Ernst, aged fifty-one, oppression in the pit of the 
stomach; great thirst, no appetite, tongue clean, disgust for food ; 
soft cough with expectoration. Vertigo, restless at night. Bry. 
third. Aug. 5. — Some relief. Bry, twelfth. Aug. 9 — Cough the 
same. Morning cough. Symptoms of change of life. Sticta first. 
Aug. 19 — Cough improving. Raises more easily, especially mor- 
nings. Sticta first. Aug. 29 — Cough well. Only some vertigo 
yet. Puis, sixth. Aug. 31 — Cough all right. Vertigo the same. 
Cyclamen third. 

3. —Joseph Weidner, agod forty. Dyspepsia, Cannot bear 
anything tight on the stomach. Vomits phLegm. Haraorrhoids. 
Nux. Aug. 8 — Cough raw and sore. Better otherwise. Sticta, 
Aug. 11— Cough only after meals. Bry, Aug. 18 — Cough easier, 
but very hoarse. Puis. Aug. •20— Cough worse, expectoration 
tighter. Bry. Aug. 24 — Morning cough continues. Well every 
other way. Bryonia. 

4, — Ellen Mioaman, aged twenty-five. Cough for six weeks. 
Hoarseness; nightly expectoration of whitish phlegm. Sticta, 
Aug, 12— Greatly improved, Does not cough near so much. 
Sticta. 

5. — Ida Hatfield, eighteen months old. Tussis morbillosa. 
Had measles two weeks ago. Sticta, Aug. 8— Greatly improved. 
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Sticta^ Aug. 1*? — Has whooping congh. Sticta. Aug. 18 — State 
the eame. Worse at nigbt, Corailia thirtietb. Aug. 24 — State 
the same. Bell., Ipec. Aug. 29— Improving. Bell., Ipec, 

6. — Kate Winkier, aged fourteen. Nasal catarrh. Nose always 
dry and stuffed up ; swollen with tickling la it. Constant di-ipping 
down throat, which feels and looks raw. Tongue clean. Sticta. 
Aug. 9— Improving. Stieta, Aug, 12 — Discharges a great deal of 
phlegm, with great improvement. Sticta. Aug. 19 — Is getting 
■well. Sticta. 

7.— Martin Wyman, aged two years, febris catarrhalia. Acod. 
Aug. 16 — Less fever. Ratthug in the chest, coryza. Sticta. Aug. 
18— Improving. Sticta. Ang. 21— Cured. We cured a great 
niany such casQs with Sticta. 

8. — Magd. Hauser, ^cd forty-two. Influenza, Sticta. Sept. 
29 — Cough gone ; presaare in the chest and abdomen, more in the 
left dde. Caught cold when her courses were on. Sticta. Oct. 
1— Coi-ed. 

9, — Emma Russ, aged sixteen years. Otalgia, noise and beating 
in the back part of the head. Pimples on the face. Sticta. Sept. 
11 — Well, except the pimples. Sepia thirtieth, 

10. — Louis Walker, aged thirty-ais. Influenza with bilious 
diarrhtea. Sticta, Sept. 1 — Improving. Sticta. 9th, cured. 

11. — Anne Wiebold, thirty-five years old. Loose cough with 
fi'ee expectoration. Worse fi'om midnight to morning. Sticta. 
Sept. 9~-Cured. 

12. — William Coleman, aged sixty-ax, Coryza, the result of 
sunstroke, comes back every middle of August, when not ex;posed ; 
if exposed to the sun in July, it comes on then. Itching In the 
nose. When careless, it goes to the chest. Suffers now severely 
■with it in the chest and head, Sticta. Aug. 31— No better. 
Aeon. 3rd. Greatly improved. Aeon. Sept. 5 — Cured; never 
cured in so short a time before. 

13, — Stephen MoCue, aged four years, had measles five weeks 
ago, which never came out well. Cough worse night and morning; 
some emaciation ; restless sleep on account of the cough. Sticta. 
Sept. 15-19 — Steady improvement and cure. Sticta first. 

14. — John Holt, aged seven years. Barking cough like whoop- 
ing cough, from catching cold. Cured by Sticta in a few days, 

15.— Rose Caen, aged thirteen years, Sept. 23— Had snMll-pox 
a few ■weeks ^o, and has ophthalmia varilosa yet. Conjunctiva 
inflamed. Says she cannot see plainly. Pains worse when shutting 
the eyes. Sticta, Sept. 26 — Great improvement. Ball clearer; 
Tessem in the lower part of the eye full yet. Sticta. Sept. 29 — 
Improvement continues, Sticta. Oct. 8 — Caught fresh cold. 
Keratitis and conjunctivitis with great photophobia. Aeon, fol- 
lowed by Apis. Oct. 4— Improving, Apia. Nov, 6. Was nearly 
■well, till she caught cold again; has now conjunctivitis, burning 
pains, photophobia, hepatic eruption on the face. Apis during the 
day, Tr. Sulph. at night. Oct. 12 — Improvement. Sulph. Nov. 
4— Cured. 

16. — Peter Weidman, aged forty-three. Oct, 1 — Influenza, 
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when cnngh comes on he can hardly breatlie ; choking sensation in 
the throat, free expectoration ; slirne coated tongue with indiges- 
tion. Slicta, Oct, 2 — State the same. Sticta. Oct. 4 — No 
imijrovenient. Biy., Merc. Oct. 6— Cured. 

17. — Philip West, aged seven months. Oct. 3 — Diarrhcea 
macosa, and loose cough. Sticta. Oct. B-6 — Some rattling in the 
throat yet. Cough and diarrhcea improviog. Sticta. Oct, 7— 
Only restless at night now. Oct. 9— Cured. 

18. — Julie Eitler, aged nine months. Oct, 22 — Diarrhcea, den- 
tition, cough, and rattling in the chest. Passages green, like 
chopped egga. Oct. 24 — Diarrhcea improving, but cough the same 
still. Sulph. Nov. 4 — Slimy diarrhcea ag^n. Cough abating. 
Sulph. Nov. 12— Cured. 

19. — Charles Bennet, aged twelve years. Oct. 26 — Catarrh of 
the head for four years. SiieeEing mornings with greenish dischar- 
ges ; frontal headache and epistaxia. Sticta. Oct. 25 — Leas bleed- 
ing ii'om the nose. Left foot and right arm often benumbed and 
coid. Sticta. Nov. 4 — Free from catarrh, but full of boils. 
Sticta. Nov. 20 — Entirely well. 

The following brief references to the Slieta are found in the 
American Momixopathie Observe', for July, 1864 : 

Dr. F. W, Bathrick cured a case ot Catarrh with Sticta, after 
failure with the ordinary remedies. He proposes trying it in the 
form of inhalation. 

Dr. B. M.Fettitt, finding that an epidemic Influenza prevailing 
in Cayuga ooupty, New York, would not yield to the usual reme- 
dies, resorted to Sticta, and had the moit gratifying succes's, 

Timothy Baker, Esq., says "tliat Mrs. Baker has been very 
much benefitted by Sticta, used for her cough, (character of cough 
not reported.) 

Dr. Jno. C. Fall, says, " I have used the Sticta pulmonaria with 
very happy effect. I wish I had lime to write of the remedy in 
extenso, tut may in future." 

Dr. C. W. Boyce writes, July i6th, 1864:— "Dr. Lodge,— 
J>ear fSir: — In the July number of your 'Observerj' I notice a 
reference to Sticta, in Catarrh. This remedy has been of the 
greatest value in this vicinity, in that tronbJesome disease. During 
the past spring, there was an epidemic influenza which affected 
.nearly every one, and which produced symptoms quite unusual 
here. These consisted of an extensive dryness of the nasal mucous 
membrane, which became painful. The secretions were ao quickly 
dried, that they were discharged after great effort, in form as hard 
as scabs ; the soft palate felt like dried leather ; deglutition became 
painful trom the same cause. Often, the catarrh extended to the 
chest, leaving ail inltation lasting for weeks. There was, usually, 
a distinct exacerbation in the latter part of the day, and fore pait 
of tha night; the morning houre were nearly free from distress. 
Stiola vsaa the only remedy that reHeoed." 
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This is but one of eight species of Trillium, growing in the 
Northern States. Few of our indigenous plants surpass them in 
elegance and beauty, and they are all endowed with active medic- 
inal properties. The root of the T. atro-purpureum, or purple 
species, is generally believed to be the moat active. " The Triilium 
has somewhat tuberous roots, having a fwnt, slightly terebinthinate 
odor, like cedar, and a peculiar, aromatic taste. Tannin, and a 
bitter extractive, however, form two of its active ingredients, to 
which its medicinal effects are doubtless owing." (Lee.) Nothing 
seems more ridiculous and puerile to the rational physician, par- 
ticulai'ly the homceopathist, than the senseless reiteration, that 
" certain drugs owe their medicinal power to the tannin, or other 
chemical principle, which they happen to contain." Thns, they 
(the allopaths) decree that Trillium arrests flooding, etc., because 
it is an a,strinff6nt, and the tannin is the curative principle ; they 
blindly deny the specific {dynamic) action of drags, and, therefore, 
are obliged to take up with aU such absnrd subterfuges. Geranium 
mac contains more tannin than any other plant, yet possesses no 
specific control over hemorrhages, which the Trillium undoubtedly 
does. (H.) Prof. Lee says : — " From all I have observed, and can 
gather from others, I am led to believe that the Trillinni is one 
of our most valuable tonics, astringents, alteratives, and especially 
beneficial in most oases of passive, atonic hemorrhages, as monorr- 
hagia, etc. Less astringent than many other plants, it is far more 
alterative and tonic, yet it has decided efficacy, as an astringent, 
when this indication is present." The late Dr. Williams used the 
powdered root in all kinds of active hemorrhages, in doses of one 
drachm to an adult, repeated according to the urgency of the 
symptoms. Dr. Stono, of Mass., has inade very extensive use of 
it, in all forms of bleeding, especially from the womb and longs, 
and, as he thinks, with great and decided benefit. In the various 
forms of scrofula and cutaneous diseases, he has also seen great 
advantage from its use. In popnlar practice, the Sirth-root is used 
in parturition, and is believed to facilitate the birth of the child, 
hence its name. Dr. Lee foaad it employed extensively for this 
purpose, among the Chippewa Indians, on Lake Muperior. They 
also believed it to be a certain apeeifio for the bite of the rattle- 
snake. It seemed to be their fevorite remedy in ail female 
complaints, especially tho&& attended with diseliarges ; indeed the 
evidence in its favor, in cases of vaginal and uterine leucorrhcea, is 
very strong and satisfactory; also in pasMve bronehorrhCBa and 
bsemoptysis." Dr. Ooe (Concentrated Organic Med.) says : " Its 
dynamic inflaences are chiefly directed towards the mucons sur- 
faces, over which it seems to exercise a special control. Though 
mostly employed in affections of the uterine system, it is neverthe- 
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less, of greiit utility in the treatment of all diseases involving the 
mucous membranes. It is decidedly antiseptic, and is useful in 
correcting a tendency to putresceney of the fluids, and the fcetor of 
the critical discharges. Slight hemorrhages occurring from wownda, 
canceroua ulcerations, etc., may be corrected by Its local 
application." 

Skin. — Applied to erysipelatous and other ulcers, it is said to 
restrain the profuse discharges; slight hemorrhages, occurring 
from wounds, cancerous ulcerations, etc., may be aiTested by the 

Hose. — "A solution of the Trillin, or the diy powder, snuffed 
up the nostrils, wilt immediately check an epistaxis." (Coe.) 
Tnis use of Trillium ia quite common in domestic practice. It ia 
asserted, on good authority, that epistaxis may be aiTested by 
smelling of the recent root. I found it to act promptly in a case of 
obstinate ^fls^j'jje epistaxis, after other remedies had failed ; it was 
given in five drop doses of the first dilution and a solution of the 
same strength, was snufied up tte nostrils. 

Teetli. — A small quantity of the powder, or cotton saturated 
with the tincture, introduced into the cavity from which a tooth has 
been extracted, will effectually arrest the hemorrhage. 

Moatb. — "It is useful in cancrum oris; putrid sore throat, etc., 
and as a wash or gargle.'' (Coe.) 

Btomach, etc. — Heat in the stomach; burning in the stomach; 
thirst ; increase of appetite ; heat rising up from the stomach into 
the cesophagus. 

Clinical B:b!maeks. — I'he above symptoms were noticed in 
several cases from the Istdec trit. It is recommended in dyspepsia 
by eclectic phj^ioians. Theoretically, I would suggest it in " gas- 
tric catasrh;" erosion of the mucous coat, with hsematemesis. 
Abdomen, Stool, etc^Constipation ; hard, dry stool. 
Clinical Bemakks.— It is undoubtedly useful in chronic 
diarrhroa, where the discharges are mainly of mucus, or of bloody 
mucus ; in dysentery, when the amount of blood is considerable, 
and the diecharges are fcetid, after the acute stage, and when the 
disease threatens to become chronic. It is evident, that a remedy 
which exercises such specific power over passive discharges from 
nearly all mucous membranes, should be useful in chronic intestinal 
discharges of that character. 

Urinary Organs. — ^It is highly recommended in hsematuria. Its 
action on the urinary organs is similar to that of TJva ursi, Chim- 
aphila, and Copaiva. Ih: King says : " An infusion of equal parts 
of Trillium and Lycopus v. has been highly recommended for the 
euro of diabetes,'.' Dr. Jones (Mat. Med.) asserts: "I have used it 
freely in diabetes, and from the advantages derived from its use in 
those diseases, we think it merits a conspicuons place among the 
list of our therapeutical agents, aud one upon which much reliance 
can be placed in that formidable disease," Jiid^ng from its cura- 
tive action in other diseases, it should prove useful in chronic 
catarrh of the bladder, chronic urethritis, gleet, and even in soma 
conditions found in chronic nephritis. Dr. K. G, Wheeler reports 
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the following oases illustrative of ita effects in flooding, menorrha^a, 
and leucorrliffia, (Jour, of Mai. Med., vol. ii., p. 448.) Case 1. — 
Mrs. G, at the third month of pregnancy, was taken at 6 o'clock, 
A. K., with a bloody discharge from the uterus, with pain in the 
back, considerable sickness at the stomach, and occasional chills. 
I was called in at 9 o'clock ; the flooding had greatly increased 
during the last hour, and the patient fainted as I entered the room. 
The pains had ceased — os uteri dilated to the size of a twenty-fivo 
cent piece, but rather tense ; loss of blood very great. I made a 
strong infusion of the Trillium root, and gave her two table-spoon- 
fuls every ten minutes ; in half an hour the bleeding had greatly 
diminished; the infusion was continued, but given at rather longer 
intervals, and in two hours from, the time I was called in, the 
hemorrhage had ceased altogether ; pains returned during tho 
following night, and the fcetus was expelled with but very trifling 
loss of blood." Case 2, — "Was called in at 4 o'clock, p. m., to see 
Mrs. S., at the full term of pregnancy ; oa uteri dilated to the size 
of a half dollar ; no piuiis ; flooding exceasive. Administered the 
Trillium as in the preceediug case ; it acted promptly, so that in an 
hour from the time of giving the first dose, the bleeding had 
entirely ceased. In about four hours more, labor pains came on, 
and she was shortly delivered of two healthy children, with no 
more than the usual amount of hemorrhage." Cask 3.-—" Mrs. M., 
at about the third month of pregnancy, had had slight uterine 
hemorrhage, for two or three days previous. At 8 o'clock in the 
evening of the third day, she became alarmed by sudden and 
excesdve flooding. I was immediately called in, but her fainting 
tui-ns were so frequent and so protracted, that I could not give the 
remedy as fast as I desired; and notwithstanding I brought all the 
means to my aid, that I could command, I greatly feared I should 
lose my patient ; in about three hoars, however, she had taken aa 
infusion, made with about three drachma of the bruised root as 
nearly as I could judge, and the hemorrhage was perfectly con- 
trolled. Thirty-six hours alter this, piuns came on, and the fcetiia 
was expelled without farther trouble. It may not be amiss to 
state, that I think I have found this remedy of decided utility in 
taeilitating labor.' I have treated oases of lencorrhma, satisfactorily. 
The plant I made use of is the Trillium at/ro-^rpureum." This is 
aDopathio testimony, and better than the average; it is surprising 
that the medicine w^ given alone. According to their general 
usage, the physician should have given it in combination with Kino, 
Plumbum aceticnm, or some, powerful drug, and then claimed it aa a 
cure with the Trillium. The medicine was given in large doses, 
yet not inordinately so — not more than two or three draehnje of the 
mother tincture in each case. The specific curative aotion was 
promptly manifested, apparently without inducing any pathogenetic 
effects, showing that no injury was done by the material doses. In 
the 'oases which follow, it will be seen th^t more minute doses act 
just as well. It is decreed by some writers, that the Trillium is 
most uaefal in passive hemorrhages, but the cases above reported 
were of an opposite character. 'We bave no proving of this remedy, 
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showing its pathogenetic action upon the generative organs of 
■women, nor can we decide with any certainty, as to the pathological 
states which it would induce in the nterine tissue. To say it acts by 
giving tone to the uterus would not convey any exaet idea, althongh 
It actnaily has that effect ; it stimulates the uterine neiTea to 
healthy action, and aa a consequence, we have muscular tonicity, 
and a healthy condition of the raucous membranes. Hemorrhages 
from the uterus, either arise from relaxation, or laceration of the 
blood-vessels of that organ, or from abrasion or relaxation of its 
mucous coats. Any drug, therefore, whose symptoms correspond, 
■will possess the power of causing just suoh pathological changes, 
and will, therefore, cure similar lesions. The analogues of Trilliam 
are Terebinthina, Sabioa, Pulsatilla, and Erigeron canadensis. The 
following clinical cases occurred in my own practice : — Case 1. — 
Menorrhagia — Mrs. M., aged twenty-eight, had been subject for 
several years, to frequent and profuse menstruation. The menses 
came on every fourteen days, and lasted seven or eight. In the 
intervening periods, there was profuse leucorrhcea, of a yellowish 
color, and creamy consistence. The blood was once bright red, and 
but lately, owing to her auEcmio condition, has been pale and 
mixed with a leucorrhceal discharge. She took Crocus, Platina 
and Sabina, but with no apparent benefit. Trillium second dec. 
was then given, in doses of one grmn, four times a day. The first 
effect noticed was a diminution of the leucorrhcea, then the menses 
delayed one week. The medicine was continued, and the next 
menstrual period came on at the end of lour weeks, and was not 
followed by leucoiThcea, She was then put upon the use of Ferrura 
niet. 1st dec. and Helonin 1st dec., one grain of the former 
after meals and a similar dose of the latter, bdbro eating; and in a 
few weeks the strength and color returned. Several other similar 
cases were treated with the same medicine, and all recovered. 
Case 2. — Metrorrhagia — Mrs. S., ^ed foriy-sls, passing through 
her climacteric, had occasional attacks of profuse flooding, at iiTeg- 
nlar times, so profuse as to bring her down very low; the blood 
was thick, dark, and clotted, and would continue several days. 
The attacks had been partially controlled by the use of Sabina, and 
Crocus, but being called during the first day of a seizure, I deter- 
mined to test the Trillium. Ten drops of the Ist dec. dilution 
was given every half hour; in a few hours the flooding had 
decidedly diminished, and subsided completely in two days. This 
was continued, in alternation with Sanguinaria 3d., and she had no 
more attacks, but menstruation ceased normaily. Cask 8. — Mrs. T., 
aged fifty, had been subject to attacks, similar to the above, but 
aniemic, dropsical, and much debilitated. Apis. 2, relieved the 
dropsy promptly ; Helonin gave her more strength, and bettor 
digestion than she had had for months ; and when an attack of 
"flooding" came on, Trilliii 2nd decimal arrested it in two days. 
These attaclca were of a peculiar character ; the discharge was pale, 
watery, only slightly tinged with blood, but very profuse, accom- 
panied with prostration, vertigo, dimness of sight, palpitation of the 
heart, and a painful sense of "ainking at the pit of the stomach." 
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All these symptoms, which usually lasted eight or ten 3aya under 
allopathic treatment, with Sulphuric acid, an;'! Mar. tine. Iron, 
suicided in two days, under the action of minute doses of Trillin. 
In this case the discharge was really blood as much as though it 
had been red ; but such was her anaimia, that the red globules 
were very deficient. She had become jaundiced, but under the 
uso of Leptandria 2nd decimal, the liver resumed its nor- 
mal functions, and her increased appetite and digestion, soon 
brottght some color to her hitherto pallid cheeks. Cask 4, — 
Hemorrhage after abortion— The fcetus and placenta came away 
properly, but imprudence kept up the hemoiThage, which was darl^ 
sanious, and accompanied with pain in the back, dragging in the 
loins, and soreness in the hypogastric region. All these symptoms 
subsided aflei- using Trillin 2nd decimal for a few days. "In 
the treatment of vaginal and uterine leucorrhfea, particularly when 
of an atonic character, the Ti'illin will be fotmd one of the most 
reliable remedies." In fcetid discharges from tbe vagina and uterus, 
it may be employed in the form of injection, one drachm of the 
powdered root to one quart of hot water — used when cool. " Bat 
among the most valuable of its hjemostatio properties, is its power 
of restraining profuse lochia! discharges. * * * We have found the 
Trillin exceedingly valuable , in the treatment of prolapsus uteri, 
particularly when of an asthenic character, and dependant upon 
an atonic condition of the uterine supports. In engorgements of 
cervix uteri, chronic vaginitis, passive hemorrhages of the uterus, it 
is an efficient remedy." The above is extracted from Dr. Coe'a 
article "Trillin," and is in the main correct, for it has been used 
in similar conditions, in minute doses, and with success. I have 
found the lat dec. or even the 3d trit. as successful as he 
claims massive doses are. Dr. Chamberlain {N. A. Jour, of Horn., 
p. 438) recommends the "Trillium, in cases of uterine hemor- 
rhage, and profuse flooding after confinement." He prescribes half 
a tea-spoonml of the powdered root, in molasses, repeated every 
ten or fifteen minutes. Dr. Freeland has used it for thirty years, 
with success, 

Catarrlial Affections. — It is recommended generally for chronic 
catarrhal affections, especially for cough when dependent upon 
chronic bronchitis, or larygnitis. In such cases it would seem to have 
alb effect similar to Copaiva, Stannum, or Pulsatilla. 

Besplratorr OrgauB. — Dr. Coe says: "In chronic cough, accom-, 
panied with spitting of blood, the Trillin is useful, and may be 
combined with Lycopin.'' It has quite a reputation in hremop- 
tysis, in the eclectic school. " Trillium has bepn found by ua, a 
valuable agent in hffiinoptysis, also in the incipient stages of 
phttisis, with bloody expectoration ; even in the more advanced 
Stages, with copious, purulent expectoration, hectic fever, 
troublesome cough, etc., we have found it useful." (^Jones & Scud- 
der. Mat. Med.) It has even been recommended m asthma (hu- 
mid) and whooping cough, but upon rather unsatisfactory data. 

Remarks. — I would recommend my colleagues to test this 
remedy in their practice, carefully noting its pathogenetic symp 
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toms, and curative results. The above is mainly suggestive and 
clinioal, but may serve as the basis upon which to build a proving, 
Mode of administration.-— It may be used in the dilutions from the 
mother tincture, triturations of the root, or the TriUin., I have 
usually used the 2ad decimal trituration of Trillin, 



TEEATEUl TIEIDE. 

{American SsSehm-e). 

This plant, known also by the names of Swamp Hellebore 
Indian Poke, and Itch Weed, is indigenous to many parts of the 
United States, nauaUy growing in swampa, wet meadows, and on 
the banks of mountain streamlets, flowering from May to July. For 
homffiopathic use a tincture is made of the green root. The root is 
B^d to contain a principle nearly identical with Veratria, but Dr. 
King thinks it is like Colehicia, a distinct, though analagous prin- 
ciple. From old school and eclectic sources, we glean the following 
estimate of the properties and uses of this medicine. We have no 
regular and exhaustive proving, only fragmentary ones, but enough 
to guide us pretty correctly. Dr, W. C. Norwood, who has done 
much to bring this plant into notice, states that actual expeiiments 
madebyhimself,have proved. 1. — "Itisslightly acrid, and confining 
this action mostly to the mouth and fauces. 2.— Expectorant, and 
unsurpassed by any other remedy for ■which this property is 
claimed. 3. — Diaphoretic, being one of the most curative belonging 
to the materia medica ; often exciting great coolness or coldness of 
the surface ; sometimes rendering the skin merely soft and moist, 
and at others, producing free and abundant perspiration, without 
reducing or exhausting the system, i. — Adenagio, deobstruent or 
alterative, fiir surpassing Iodine, and from which much advantage 
may be expected in the treatment of Cancer and Consumptioji. 
6. — Nervine, and never narcotic. This property renders it of great 
value in the treatment of painful diseases, and such as are accom- 
panied with spasmodic action, convulsions, morbid irritability, and 
irritative mobility, as in chorea especially, epilepsy, pneumonia, 
puerperal fever, neuralgia, etc. And it produces its effect in this 
respect, without stupefying and torpifying the system, as opium is 
known to do. 6. — £knetic ; it is slow but certain in its operation, 
efficient, rousing the liver to action during its operation, and vomits 
without occasioning the prostration or exhaustion which follow 
the action of most other emetics. It is also superior to most other 
emetics in not being cathartic. It is peculiarly adapted as an 
metic ia hooping cough, croup, asthma, scarlet tever, and in alt 
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cases when there is much febrile or infiammatory action. ?. — Arte' 
rial sedative. This he considers its most valuable and interesting 
property, and for which it stands unparalleled and unequalled as a 
therapeutic agent. 8. — In small doses it creates and promotes 
appetite beyond any agent with which we are acqu^nted." Dr. 
Norwood was doubtless too enthusiastic in his praises of this med- 
icine, just as the ancaents too highly estimated the value of the 
Veratrum «?&., its nearest analogue. He has reduced the pulse by 
use of the tincture to thirty-five beats per minute, without exciting 
the least nausea or vomiting. The antidotes to its excessive action, 
are morphine, ginger, brandy, and laudanum. Ih: Osgood says it is 
an emetic, and its action violent and long continued. He denies its 
cathartic action. It increases most of the secretions, and when 
freely taken, exercises a powerful influence on the nervous systom, 
indicated by feiutnes, somnolency, vertigo, headache, dizziness of 
vision, and dilated pupils. Prof. TuUy regarded it as an excellent 
substitute for Colchicam, in gouty, neuralgic and rheumatic affec- 
tions, to which diseases it seems best adapted. Prof. Wood classes 
it among the " nervous sedatives ■' along with Digitalis, Aconite, 
Verat. aib, etc., and records many symptoms resulting from its nse, 
which will be found recorded in the pathogenesis. We present 
the bold and heroic proving of this powerful drug, by Dr. Bmt. 
It is a faithful record of the symptoms caused by large doses. In a 
note to the proving, Dr. B., writes. " I am confident that had I not 
assumed the horizontal postnre when on the point of fainting, the 
syncope would have proved fatal," he intimates that a "heart-clot" 
would have formed, but it is doubtful if that effect wonld have 
happened ; paralysis of the heart would have been the most probable 
result. 



rH VBEATRtTM YIRIDB, 
Sy Wm. S. Burt, M. D., of Lyons, lovm. 
Deo. 21st.— -In perfect health; bowels regular, once a day ; pulse 
seventy-four ; respiration twenty ; took thirty drops of the 3d dec. 
dilution of fluid extract of Veratrum viride, prepared in water. 
At 10 A. M,, ten minutes after, sharp drawing pain over the left eye, 
with a contracted feeling of the skin of the forehead ; one-half 
after ten, constant, dull, frontal headache, with neuralgic pains in 
the right temple, close to the eye ; eleven a. m., dull p^ns over the 
eye with quite severe drawing pains in the umbilioal region — pulse 
sixty-seven, took fifty drops; 13 m,, slight frontal headache wich 
prickling p^as in the region of the heart, frequent drawing pains 
in the umbilioal region ; palse seventy, took sixty drops ; 2 p. m., 
dull drawing pains in the forehead, natural stool, took one hundred 
drops ; 8 p. m., dull, heavy, frontal headache, with prickling paina in 
the prfficordial region ; took 150 drops ; 5 p. m,, slight frontal head- 
ache,, neuralgic pains in the region of the heart and cardiac 
portion of the stomach; took 200 drops; 7 P. m., very frequent 
neuralgic pains in the cardiac portion of the stomach ; took 175 
drops ; slight, dull, frontal headache, neuralgic pains in the ri^ht 
side of the umbilicus, passing down to the groin ; slight drawing 
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pains in tho right elbow and calves of the legs ; sharp flying pains 
in the epigastric and umliilioal regions, pulse sixty-six. 

Deo., 2^d. — Slept well, but bad frightful dreams of being on tho 
irater, feeling well, pulse 19 ; 9 a. m., took throe drops of fld. ext, 
one-half after nine, pulse seventy-six; slight, dull, frontal headache, 
with a contractive feeling of the skin of the forehead ; 10 a. m., 
respiration tweniy ; took four drops ; 11 a. m^ dull frontal headache 
with neuralgic pains in the temples ; sharp pains in the epigastrio 
and nmbilical regions, passing down to thepabes; pulse seventy- 
one ; 12 M., took live drops ; 2 p. m., very severe frontal headache, 
■with dull aching piuns in the umbilical region; pulse seventy-four; 
took six drops; 4 p. m., constant dull headache, pnlae seventy; 
took six drops ; 9 f. m., dull frontal headache, witii nenralgic pains 
in the light temple ; tongue feeling as if it had been scalded ; dull 
aching pains in the epigastrium ; very sleepy, took eight drops. 

Deo. 23rd. — Had a restless night, frightful dreams of people 
drowning; flat taste in the mouth ; tongae coated yellow along the 
centre; soft papescent stool, at 9 a. m., took ten drops; pulse 
seventy; 10 a, m., there has been constant and severe cutting, 
aching pains in the nmbilical region with rumbling in the bowels, 
with a soft atool ; took twelve drops ; dull heavy aching pains in the 
region of the gall-bladder, with dull pains in the umbilical region ; 
ai-ms ache; 12 m., took twelve diops , 1 p m., very severe aching 
in the tack of the neck; very diffiLnlt to hold my head up ; con- 
stant burning distress in the region of the heiit ; am very weak 
and tremble all over ; pulse toity sii, soft and very weak ; can 
hardly be felt; mushy stooi without pain, 3 p m., dull frontal 
headache ; face is very p^le , nose looks pinched and blue j con- 
stant hioeongh with violent and constant spasms of the uppjr 
part of the cBsophagua ; cannot swallow , piotuse vomiting of 
thick glairy mucus and witer , profuse secretion of tears, 
and mucus from the nose, also saliva ; neck aching severely, puke 
forty-four, soft and very weak ; twenty minutes after 2, vio- 
lent vomiting ; with severe frontal headache and hiccough ; 
cannot walk ; if I attempt it, I am very feint and completely blind ; 
obliged to keep iu the horizontal position ; 4 p. m., pupils 
dilated ; neck and arms ache severely ; dull aching pains in the 
umbilical region with rumbling ; cannot walk across the room 
■without becoming blind ; pulse forty-four, soft and very weak ; 
fi p. M„ constant dull aching pains in the umbilicus, with 
sharp neuralgic pains in the left groin ; can walk about ten 
rods, when I become blind, and am compelled to sit down ; 
pulse forty-six; 8 p. m., feeling much better, pulse sixtj^-one, 
soft and weak, constant dull pam in the umbilicus, and pain in 
the region ot the gall-bladder, took eight drops and retired, 

Dec. 24th. — Slept sound, frightful dreams of the water as 
\isual ; flat, bitter taste in the mouth ; tongue coated yellow 
along the centre; slight duU pmns in the bowels; pulse sixty- 
four, soft and full; took ten drops; at 8 a.m., dull achiug 
pains in the umbilicus; by spells they are very sharp and 
shooting, dull pains in the region of the gall-bladder, tongue 
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feeliug aa if it had beon scalded; took ten drops at 10 A.m.; 
12 M., dull frontal headache; dall paiaa in the uinbilicua; nai> 
Tiral Htool, followed by aching in the rectum ; pulse fifty-five, 
soft and very weak ; took ten drops ; 1 p. m., very severe fron- 
tal headache ; hiccongh with constant and severe spasms of the 
upper part of the oesophagus; violent vomiting of my dinner, 
and then a thick glairy mucus ; the socretiou of saliva, mucua 
fi'om the nostrils, and tears is profase ; dull aching pains and dis- 
tress in the umbilical region; back of the neck and arras ache 
severely ; almost impos^ble to hold my head up ; pulse forty-four^ 
soft and very weak; can just be felt; can walk about four rods, 
then T become blind and faint, but can sit up without any 
trouble ; 2 p. m., hiccowgh lasted two hours, also the spasm of 
the cesophagus ; dull frontal headache ; severe aching in the neck 
very much worse by moving; dull pain in the bowels; pulse 
forty-six sitting or lying down; constant dull aching, burning 
pain in the region of the heart under the sternum; ringing in 
the ear; moving quickly riiakes me veiy deaf; 3 p. sr., dull, hot 
aching pain in the region of the heart, dull pain in the umbilical 
region, pulse forty-six, soft and very weak; 5 p. m,, pulse fifty- 
seven, soft and weak, bui-niug distress in the region of the 
heart ; dull pains in the ambilicus ; 6 p. m., pulse sixty, burning 
distress in the region of the heart; dull pains in the bowels; 
10 p. ST., pulse sixty-six; dull pain in the umbilicus, with desire 
for stool, mushy stool, followed by an aching sensation in the 
rectum. Morning, feeling well; pulse sixty-six, small, quick and 
hard. 

Servons System. — Wood places the Verat v., among the 
" nervous sedatives," and nearly all writers contend that its sedative 
action on the heart is through the nervous system. 

NerTCS of Sensation. — Its action on these nerves is quite similar 
to that of Aconite and Verat alb.; yet, there are points of difference 
worthy of being noticed. It does not actually produce ansesthesia, 
but allays pain and hyper-catharsis. When given in rheumatism 
and neural^ the pain abates as soon as the system is under the 
influence of the medicine. An external application of the tincture 
to painful swellings, eruptions, etc., is said to mitigate the painful 
sensations. 

Sei'Tes of notion. — " We have observed as a result of the 
administration of Veratrin very singular contortions of the 
muscular system, pavtionlarly of the muscles of the face, neck, 
fingers and toes; the head would be drawn to one side, the 
mouth drawn down at one corner, and the facial muscles affected 
with convulsive twitchinga ; at times these contortions would take 
the form of tonio spasms, while at other times the action would 
simulate a aeries of galvanic shoolM, frequently of such violence as 
to precipitate the patient out of bed; daring all this time the 
intellect of the patient remained undisturbed, and he was conscious 
of all that was going on.'' — (Coe Con. Org. Med.) It would cer- 
tainly seem that the Veratrum was horaceopatbio to chorea in some 
of its forms. Tlie Veratrum vlride seems to exert a sedative 
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iDfluenee over tlic nerves, as specifically as Nux vomica and its 
analogues irritate them. Its primary action is tLe opposite of the 
primary action of Stiychnine. It ia secondarily liomceopathio to 
convulsive affections. As a prompt and reliable remedy I prefer it 
to Aconite in hysterical, epileptiform, or puerperal convulsions; 
also in ihe convulsions of children. I have succeeded with the first 
decimal dilution, rarely having to resort to the mother tincture, and 
then only giving it in one and two-drop doses. The following 
allopathic experience with the Verat, v. in nervous and spasmodic 
affections, is worthy of place here: It is stated that animals 
poisoned with the Veratria from. Verat. viride "lost the power over 
the loGomotive mvscles, and after death the galvanic current did not 
exercise the same convulsive movements as in cases of death from 
other causes." — {Amer. Med. Times.) Experimenters all notice' a 
peculiar "weakness and inability to move the muscles;" also, 
stiffness of the voluntary mueles. Dr. Baker, in the Southern 
Medical and Surgical Journal, gives an account of the value of 
the drug in the treatment of certain neuroses. Case 1 ; — 
"The patient was a stout, healthy man of sober habits. I found him 
sitting on the side of the bed, seemingly well and perfectly intelli- 
gent, unaware, however, that he had had convulsions. All that I 
could ascertain of his previous history was, that he had been 
similarly aff'eeted in childhood. While conversing with him he was 
suddenly, and without appaj-ent premonition, seized with a frightful 
convulsion, occasioning frothing at the mouth, and the most 
violent jactitations of all the voluntary muscles. I immediately 
opened a vein and bled him profusely, but without the desired 
result ; for, afber the lapse of a certain period, with as perfect a 
return of consciousness as before, there occuri'cd another convul- 
sion of equal severity. In this emergency, the excessive muscular 
relaxation capable of being produced by the Veratrum viride 
occurred to my mind, and I reflected that snch an effect could only 
be produced by an influence primarily exerted upon the cerebro- 
spinal system of voluntary nei-ves. I administered the Veratrum 
in full and repeated doses, desiring, and confidently expecting to 
prodnce the same train of distressing symptoms that so alarmed 
me. some year's previously; these were nausea, vomiting, purging, 
(rarelj observed) muscular relaxation, and coldness of the surface. 
In this I was disappointed ; for, though th^ convtilBiona toere arrested, 
there occurred no other symptom, than a relaxed skin, with profuse 
perspiration. Since then I have administered the Veratrum in 
numerons cases of eclamsia of children, with such satisfactory 
results as to establish beyond all doubt, the power of this agent to 
arrest convulsions." Dr. Baker, in Jnne, 1868, undertook the cure 
of a case ofchoreainayoung lady. It had been gradually coming on 
for two months. When first visited, her symptoms were distressing 
to the last degree, the entire muscular system being in continuoua 
and tumultuous motion. The case passed on from bad to worse, 
notwithstanding, the most assiduous attention and energetic 
treatment. Tonics, anti -spasmodic 9, and anodynes were exhausted 
without avail; the spine and nucha were cupped and blistered. 
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without benefit; cliloroform was administered internally and by 
inbalation ; opium ami its preparations seemed to make iier worse ; 
BO, after all the family had given np all expectation of recovery, 
npon the snggestion of a medical friend, who had twice used the 
Verat. viride, in three cases of chorea, with the most satisfactory 
results, " I at once commenced its administration. And as she was 
gradually brought nnder its influence, the turmoil began to cease; 
the face, which had been worked by its muscles into the most ludi- 
crons and horrible distoition, became placid and intelligent; the 
head ceased its everlasting jerking, the extremities lay still, 
the body left off writhing, and the patient quietly passed into a 
peaceful and profound slnmber. This sleep was deep and long, as 
It was the first, with few and slight exceptions, that she had had in 
nearly two weeks ; and the quiet that the inuscles now received 
was all that had occurred, save dunng those few and short 
slumbers. At a subsequent visit, I found the family cheerful and 
hopeful, and the patient quiet and sleeping, the pulse but little 
depressed; there had occurred no vomiting — I roused her, and to 
my gi-eat satisfaction, when awake, there was no jactitation of the 
extremities, and but very little twitcbings of the muscles of the 
feee. The Veratrum was continued, and for the first few days, 
if withheld, the commotion began to return ; under the quiet 
induced, the sleep was so continuous at the outset, that the family 
called the preparation 'the laudanum mixture.' After a time the 
convulsions cet^ed altogether, and the patient was restored to 
health under a course of ionics." Dr. Teny reports three cases of 
chorea, in which the Verat. v. was employed. 1 he first was a child, 
OBt. twelve. " It had been confined to bed for tliree weeks, and 
was reported to have been under treatment for about sis; weeks; 
first, for worms, with spigelia, worm-seed, etc., and subsequently, 
ibr chorea, with cimicifuga rac., iron, quinine, and the usual routine 
treatment, until the child was apparently dying. It is not in the 
power of language to convey a proper conception of the truly 
pitiable state in which I found this child. It had slept none, 
neither taken any nourishment for days. It was evidently dying 
from exhaustion and inanition. The muscular commotion was 
violent, nniversal, and unaffected by sleep ; the Hps embossed 
with foam, worked up by a continued champing of the teeth. 
Three drops of the tincture of Verat. viride were administered 
every three hours, the vehicle being gum water. In twenty-four 
hours, I bad the gi-atifioation to see the symptoms greatly 
improved ; the mnscles were much quieter, and the child could 
swallow without difficulty. The trouble in this respect had consti- 
tuted the greatest embarrassment in the treatment. At the end of 
the fourth day, all convulsive action had ceased. Case 2, was an 
ordinary one, in a girl of fifteen. After purging, four drops of 
the Verat. v. were given every three hours. Prompt convales- 
cence ensued. Case 3. — A woman fBt, thirty-ax, childless, and 
subject to menorrhagia, immediately after an attack of which, she 
had a contivHial nodding of the head, and violent convulsive action 
in one arm, together with jactitation of one leg. In this case 



>stsd by Google 



414 NEW HOMfEOPATHIO PROVINGS. 

six drops of the tincture of Verat. v. were given every three hours. 
The fourth dose occasioned alight nausea, and after the fifth 
dose, the convulsive action ceased, when the Yeratrum was with- 
held. In eight or ten hours the symptoms returned. Upon 
resuming the medicine, they again disappeared — the doses were 
then redaeed. The case recovered. Dr. Baker also mentions a 
case of puetyerai convulsions in which Chloroform by inhalation, 
copious bleeding and forceps were employed ; child dead ; weighed 
eleven and a half pounds. Patient was left qniet and comfortable. 
Seen after four or five hours had elapsed ; she was found in a most 
violent coiivuMon, which was s^d to be the seventh since delivery. 
Fifteen drops of the tincture of Verat. viride were given, and ten 
more were directed to be given in two hours, after which the 
intervals should be prolonged to three or four hoars. There 
ocwrred no more eonmdsiona, and the woman recovered perfectly. 
She was not even nauseated, though the medicine was given at 
regular intervals daring the whole night. Dr. Woodward, of 
QaJeeburg, Illinois (Philadelphia M. and S. Reporter), writes: — 
"In a late case of puerperal convulsions, I did not resort to the 
Veratram, bat used the lancet twioe, taking, away forty-five ounces 
of blood before the convulsions ceased ; but in about four hours 
after the last convulsion, the lady became furiously delirious, 
requiring to be held on the bed. Two doses, of ten drops each, of 
tincture Verat., v., quieted her so completely that she slept for 
hours, and had no return of the delirium." 

Skin. — Coldness of the skin, which is usually perspiring ; the 
sweat is often warm, but sometimes coid and clammy ; it causes 
vesication of the skin, wiien applied externally; tingling and 
prickling of he skin. 

Clinical Ebmakks, — We have no proof in our proving, or in 
the cases of poisoning on record, that it causes any eruptions when 
taken internally; externally it causes eiythema and vesications. 
Prof. Lee says it is an " epispastio ;" it causes perspiration; not 
like ■Opium, which stimulates the skin, but lilce Tartar Emetic. In 
other words, the sweating is passive fi-om depression of function. 
In Tilden's Journal we read that the Verafc. v. has been used 
externally in local inflammations. The tincture should be combined 
with Glycerine two parts to six. Apply by Kiturating lint, and patting 
it on the inflamed spot. It is reported to have cured a case of 
shingles, applied externally in the form of diluted tincture. In 
chrouio skm diseases, it has been used according to Prof. Lee, 
with much benefit. A popular ointment for the cure of scabies, 
tinea capitis, etc., is made from this plant, but its external use in 
such cases is not devoid of danger. 

Bleep.— Sound sleep every night, but has frightful dreams of 
being Oil the water ; reatleaa night., with frightful dreams of being 
drowned. 

Clinical Eemaeks.— The above symptoms, are quite commonly 
experienced in cerebral congestions. In the incipient stages of 
meningitis, or hydrocephahis, dreams of being on the water are 
not unusual. Dr. Coe says it is a "soporific," but decrees that it 
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ia not a narcotic. Dts. TuUy and Ives proved to their own satia- 
faction, that it was possessed of narcotic properties. 

Ferer. — Chillioesa with nausea; coldness of the whole body with 
cold perspiration, especially upon the hands, feet and face ; coldness, 
with pale skin, flabby museles, and quick weak pulse ; excites great 
oooinesa or coldness of the surface, sometimes renders the skin 
merely soft and moist, at other times causes profuse, cold perspira- 
tion; cool skin, pulse reduced from 100 to 60 in fever; coldness of 
the whole body, with cold sweat; pulse 35 slow and soft, with 
nausea and Tomiling. When given in fever it does not always 
cause slowness of the pnlse, but will render a pulse of 140, softer 
and weak without diminishing its frequency ; weak, scarcely per- 
ceptible pulse, and reduced from 68 to 52 ; feeble, irregular, suar- 
oely perceptible pulse, with cold clammy perspiration. 

Clinical Ebmakks. — The Veratrum viride belongs to the 
group of remedies of which Aconite, Veratrum alb. Gelseminum 
semp., etc, are members. The primary action of all these remedies 
when given in medicinal doses, is to de^ess the circulation, through 
the agency of the nervous system. With this depression, there is 
always present coldness or coolness of the skin, warm or cold 
perspiration, chilliness or coldness, and, in short all the symptoms 
which generally characterize the cold stage of fevera. I have not 
been able to find, in any of the eases of poifloniug by Verat. v., any 
general reaction following this cold stage. The same may be said 
of the other members of this group. It is only in carefui and 
exhausuve provings, with small and repeated doses, that we get con- 
tinuous febrile symptoms. But we may pi'operly accept this state- 
ment, namely : — that it is with medicinal, as with natural diseases, 
a fact that a febrile reaction always follows the cold stage, if the 
vital powers do not prevent. Any cause capable of depressing the 
nervous and vascular system (primarily) will cause excitation and 
irritation of the same systems (secondarily). The secondary (reac- 
tive) symptoms will vary in nature, symptoms, and intensity, with 
the cause. Thus, the secondary febrile symptoms following the 
primary febrile symptoms of Aconite are very different from those 
of Gelseminum or Veratrum. In fevers in general, Veratrum 
viride enjoys the confidence of a great portion of the allopathic 
and eclectic schools of medicine. But like, all other powerful 
medicines, it has its enthusiastic adherents, and its bitter opposers. 
Some very high authorities are extravagant in their laudations of 
its safety, efficiency, and curative power over many other diseases 
"besides fevers; at the same time, other authorities equally high, 
denounce it as a dangerous drug. Prof. Lee says; — "The same 
objections will apply to it, as has been brought against Aconite, 
namely: the difficulty of regulating its effects, and its dangerously 
depres-ing effects, even in small doses. From what we have seen 
and kttow of its use, we have little doubt that it has caused more 
deaths in one year than chloroform has since its discovery.'' I am 
sorry for the sake of humanity, that I can agree with Prof. Lee in 
his estimate of its danger, but only when used in the recklessly 
large doses of his school. Aconite, Tartar emetio, and Mercury, 



>stsd by Google 



416 NEW HOMCEOPATHIC PROVINGS. 

are eqaally dangerous and fatal when used by the dominant school ; 
yet, in the hand of the homceopathist, these poisonous agents 
becomo potent instruments for the removal of disease. He regu- 
lates the dose to suit the over-sensitive, diseased organism, and the 
result is that Veratrum viride, as ■well as Verat. alb., Aconite, 
Tartar emetic, Gelseminnm, and others, become invaluable to 
suffering humanity. In simple Ephemeral fever, without local 
inflammation, but a«oompanied by vertigo, headache, dimness of 
Bight, nausea, weakness, and restlessness, this remedy is as useful as 
any. (Drop doses of the first decimal dilution.) In Irritative feaer 
it may sometimes be of great utility. In this disease the pulse 
often runs as high as 140, or even 160, It differs not less in 
strength and fulness than in frequency. Sometimes it is strong, 
full, and moderately accelerated, and sometimes small and feeble ; 
and the latter is most apt to be the case when the frequency is the 
greatest. When the fever is accompanied with a tendency to 
drowsiness, throbbing of the temporal arteries, a full, frequent, 
bard pulse, vomiting of mucus and bile, constipation, tendency 
to spasms, (as is frequently the case in ,the Infantile remittent of 
children), the Teratrum viride in suitable doses will soon effect a 
favorable change. To a person over ten years, may be given five 
or ten drops of the first decimal dilution, every hour or two ; to 
children from owe drop to five drops will suffice, although in cases 
of cerebral congestion large dosep may be used.. When this fever 
is caused by teething, the irritation of worms, or any cause acting 
through the nervous system, this remedy is the beat we can use. 
As stated above, the pulse is often quick, febrile, and very feeble. 
This may arise from an affection of the nervous centres, and the 
pulse may be the pulse of oppression and of weakness. In the 
former case the Verat. viride in the doses above recommended will 
often cause the pulse to become le^ frequent, fuller, and softer. 
When debility is the cause of the small pulse, Phos, ac, and China 
are indicated. Tntermittent fever is not controlled by any remedy 
of the Aconite group. They do not seem to possess the anti- 
periodic power, which is essential. I cannot subscribe to the 
doctrine taught in our school, that " any medicine will cure ague 
if indicated by the symptoms." I practiced in a malarious district 
over twelve years, and my experience in the. treatment of miasmatic 
fevers led me to adopt this conclusion, namely, that there is a 
certain class of remedies which possess antidotal virtues, or are 
capable, when introduced into the system, of antidoting the 
malaiious poison. I believe this poison to be a specific miasm, and 
not a mere " correlated force," as some teach. Not all intermittents 
are due to the action of this poiaon, and eomo such fevers may be 
cured by others than members of the CAwts-group, namely: — 
Quinine, Nux vomica, Arsenicum, Salicine, Cornus florida, etc. 
Veratrnm viride, although not indicated for the disease itself, is 
often of great use in the hot sta^e, when the reaction is intense, 
and the vascular .system is eicited strongly. In such cases, in 
adults, we may have congestion of the brain, delirium, powerful 
action of the heart, and a hai-d, rapid pulse ; and in children 
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severe spaeais and convulsions. In these cases this remecly is 
superior to Aconite or Belladonna. Under its use the intensity of 
the paroxysm ■will soon subside, and the threatened convulsions be 
arrested. I have sometimes ^ven one or two drops of the mother 
tJnctnre every half hour to an adult, and half as mcvch to a child, 
with the happiest results; Jiemitt&it or Mliotis fewr, when not 
dependent on miasmatic inflnences, will often be amenable to the 
therapeutic influence of Vevatrom viride ; bat will have to be 
alternated with other remedies like Bryonia, Mercurius, Podo- 
phyllum or Leptandria, as the symptoms and conditions demand. 
When the gastric symptoms are predominant, this remedy wilt 
have to be used in smaller doses (3nd or 3rd dil.) than when the 
stomach or bowels are in-itated. When this form of fever assumes 
the character of a pemtciom i-emittent, the Verat. v. is to be used 
with extreme caution. It is still indicated, but primarily, for the 
primary action of the drug is to cause conditions very similar to 
a pernicious fever ; namely, prostration of the vital forces, with 
typhus symptoms, etc. My experience in such fevers has taught 
me that the best and safest treatment is to use Baptiaia, Verat. 
viride, Aconite, or Verat. alb., 3rd, in alternation with a remedy 
seoondarily indicated ; namely, China, Quinine, Mtric add, etc., in 
material doses. Indeed, it is often necessary in those low condi- 
tions which occur during pernicious fevers, to give Quinine in five 
or ten grain doses, repeated in brandy, every hour. Those who 
have had to combat with these terrible malarious diseases will 
know and appreciate the necessity of resorting in some oases 
to such doses; and those who know the least, practically, of these 
diseaaes, are they who are loudest in denoundng what they 
term "gross medication." In YeUow Feiier, the Vei'atrum has 
been used by the dominant school, with alleged success. Era. 
White and Ford of Charleston, S. C, treated many oases with 
Verat. v. In the Charleston Medical Journal and Review they 
give the results of their treatment. They gave from eight to ten 
drops to adults, and from one to six drops to children, repeated 
every hour or two. *' By the administration of the Veratrum in 
this manner, the pulse was sooner or later subdued, and as it 
sank, became somewhat irregular. The first doses were often 
vomited, in severe cases, but the succeeding ones were commonly 
retained, and the patient did not vomit again until the poise was 
reduced, when the effect of the remedy was occasionally marked 
by emesis. This vomiting was rarely severe, ceasing of itself 
upon a temporary discontinnance of the medicine, or yielding 
readily to common restoratives. The reduction of the pulse was 
aocompanied by a notable cooling of the body, by a well-marked 
diminution of the Jheadaches, pain in the back and limba, of the 
restlessnesH and anxiety, of the frequency of the respiration, of the 
congestion of the skin, flushing of the face, tumefeotion of the 
tongue, and injection of the conjunctiva. The patient felt much 
relieved, and slept tranquilly as sooa as the vomiting had ceased ; 
nor would the symptoms tend to recur for some hours, as they 
would alft-ays do, however, if the drug were not again prescribed." 
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The pulae was kept by the Veratrum fifteen beats below tho 
normal range. If the pulse waa small and frequent, it was given 
ia smitll doaes; if black vomit supervened, and the pulae was slow, 
the Veratrnm plainly was not required ; if, however, the pnlse 
was rapid, the Veratrum was continued in doses proportioned to 
its frequency, which were usually small, and repeated every two 
or three boars. Without regard, therefore, to the ordinary acci- 
dents of the disease, whenever it was required, and only then, the 
Veratrnm was uniformly, or specially administered, until convales- 
cence was declared." Together with the Veratrum, however. 
Mercury was given, pushed to salivation and catharsis; also, saline, 
diuretic and refrigerent miKtares; so that the results are anything 
but satisfactory to the investigator, who would ascertain the pure 
effects of drugs in disease. Of the whole number treated with 
Veratrum ; namely, 117, there recovered 102; died 16. Adults, 
BO, recovered 66; died U. Children 37, recovered 36; died 1. The 
subjoined table shows the mean range of the pnlse under the 
Veratrum viride, aa compared witii its mean range before the 
Verat was given: 
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This table shows the power which the medicine exercises over 
the pulse and the heart's action in disease, and by it we can judge 
pretty coiTectly of its action on the healthy organism. 

In J^phoia fever, the Veratrnm vii'ide has not been used much 
in bomteopathic practice; not as much, aa in our opinion, it is 
entitled to. Many of its symptoms strongly resemble the symp- 
toms of typhoid, particularly the abdominal and cerebral varieties. 
The only cure on record in oar literature, illustrating the action of 
this remedy in typhoid fever, is reported in the Philadelphia Jour. 
of Horn., by Dr. Henry. He says : " It is the best remedy I have 
ever used in the treatment of those diseases which have a tendency 
to assume a typhoid form of fever. As far as I have been able to 
test this remedy, in fever of all descriptions, I must say I am 
better pleased with it than with Aconite." Case 1. — A little girl, 
aged thirteen, had been suffering with continued fever for ten days. 
She complained of violent pmn in the back; inclined to sleep mc«t 
of the day ; very sick at the stomach, but not so as to prodnce 
vomiting; black diarrhcea; pulse vai'ying from ninety-eight to one 
hundred and ten during the day ;■ pain and weakness in the lower 
limbs. I took tho case to be a mild form of typhus. I immediately 
put five drops of the mother tincture in a tumbler half full of water, 
and ordered a tea-spoonful to be taken every half hour, , until pers- 
piration was prodnced. I called in two hours, found the pulse 
down to eighty-four ; the patient was in a general perspiration ; 
she recovered without any other remedy, in two days., Case 2. — 
Mr. II., a young man, aged eighteen, sick two weeks. Found him 
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with a very high fever ; pulse 120 ; face very much flushed ; ful- 
ness, with slight pain, and gi'eat buzzing iu the head ; gnata and 
bugs fly before the eyes; inclined to jump out of bed; talking at 
random ; slight bearing down pains in the bowels, attended with 
black diarrhrea; great weakness of the lower extremities, with 
general prostration. Six drops of the mother tincture of Verat. v. 
was mised. with twelve tea-spoonfuls of water, a tea-spoonfnl to bo 
taken every half hour. la three hours found the pulse down to 
ninety-five ; before the day was out he was in a fine perspiration ; 
no fever for three days ; ha w a I'ght f whi h last tw 

or three hours a day; every th vmpt m _ht Tl is n 
question in my mind, but th t n naan f th path t 

action of Verat. v. would re ult hi t th nt t n 1 

canal, as result in the typh p Rlbi th kno 

held in the mouth, it causes 1. la it ns a d t 

will probably affect, similarly th wh I ntevt a 1 1 t T d 

it as secondarily int^cated in all fevers of the synoohal or inflamma- 
tory type, and even ia some typhoids. The above cases have many 
symptoms which resemble those caused by Verat. v. ; but Baptisia, 
Belladonna, Phosphoric acid, and Muriatic acid, are more generally 
indicated. A large amount of testimony could be produced from 
allopathic sources, in regard to the value of Verat, v. in typhoid 
fevers, and many grains of truth gleaned from the chaff, but we 
cannot give the space. In Small Pox^ or "Variola, when the fever 
is intense, with excessive pain and restle^uess, the Verat. viride 
will prove as reliable as Aconite, and in some cases, even more sat- 
isfactory, I have used it in but one case'of variola — four drops of 
the Ist dec. were given every hour, with the efieet of mitigating 
the severity of the fever, and hastening the occurrence of the 
eruption. The recent use of the Saracenia pw., in this dreaded 
disease, now attracts much attention, and bids feir to supersede all 
other remedies. In Measles, during the febrile stage, and especially 
if pulmonary congestion ia feared, the Verat. v. is a most useful 
remedy. Under its use the dyspncea, cough, and pain, rapidly 
subside. In children, convulsions often precede the outbreak of 
the eruption. If Verat. v. is given at the outset, this accident will 
generally be prevented. The next most useful remedies in this 
disease are. Gels., Puis., Ettphr., and Merc. iod. In Searlalina, it is 
infinitely superior to Aconite, Gelseminum, or any other remedy, 
except Beliadonna. I allude to the Scarlatina simplex, and b. 
Anginosa, during the first, or febrile stage. It controls the pulse, 
even when given in the low dilations, better than any other remedy, 
and hastens the normal appearance of the eruption. The testimony 
of some of the most prominent physicians of the homceopathlo 
school sustain this assertion. Dr. Small prefers it to any other 
remedy, when the arterial excitement is intense, and there is danger 
of cerebral congestion, or irritation of the spinal centres. It is well 
known that in this disease the arterial excitement is more severe, 
the pulse more frequent, and the heat of the skin gi'eater than ia any 
other; the Verai. v. will sooner modify this condition than Aconite 
oi- Gelsemin\iiii. It should be given ia ultcrnation with Bella- 
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doDna ; the doaes mnst ha varied to suit the severity of tlie case. 
For children, the dilutions from the 1st to the 3d (dee) ; for adnlts, 
drop doses of the mother tincture may he required. The hest 
is, to ffive enou(/h to control the a/rtericU exeitement. It is useful in 
certain Sequdie of scarlatina, acute rheumatism, dropsy, etc., when 
febrile symptoms are manifested. In Mysipetas, it is often useful. 
Besides its specific action in controlling the arterial excitement, it 
appears to be homraopathie to the vesicidar variety; for the appli- 
■ cation of Verat. v. to the skin often canses an eruption closely 
resembling that form of the disease, and even its internal adminis- 
tration is said to have cansed a similar eruption all over the body. 
When cerebral symptoms occur from a suppc^ed metastasis of the 
inflammation to the brain, and we find the pnlse hard &aAfuU, or 
hard and smali, we may expect much benefit from this remedy, in 
alternation with Belladonna, Apis, or Arnica. If the febrile symp- 
toms assume a low, or asthenic type, Rhus tox., Arnica, Muriatic 
acid, or Baptisia, will be more applicable. The Vorat. v, has been 
used as an external application, with alleged benefit in cases of 
erysipelas — a weak solution— one drachm to one pint of water, 
may be applied with soft cloths. 

Head.— Headache, with vertigo; dimness of vision, and dilated 
pupils ; headache, proceeding ftom the nape of the neck ; heaviness 
of the head; sharp, drawing pain over the left eye, with a con- 
tracted feeling of the skin of the forehead ; dull, frontal headache, 
with neuralgic psuns in the right temple, close to the eye; dull, 
drawing pains in the forehead, with drawing, dull pains in the 
umbilical re^on; very severe, frontal headaehe, with vomiting; 
constant, dnll, heavy headache. 

Clinicai. Remarks. —The Veratrum v. acta upon the brain, 
similarly to Aconite, and Gelseminum; yet, its efiects are far from 
identical. The therapeutic range of Veratrum over affections of 
the brain is far greater than that of the latter, I know of no 
drug, not even Belladonna, so useful in aflections of the head, 
when they are oi' & congestive character. In Cerebral GongestionSy 
it is immensely snperior to' any known drng. This assertion is 
made underatandingly, and based upon an experience of six years 
with the medidne. It is most useful when the congestion arises 
from plethora, vascular irritation, coup de soliel, aicoholie stintu- 
lants, teething in children, and especially when it occurs from 
suppressed Mscharges. When the congestion occurs from rheumatic 
irritation, CimicHuga, or Aconite are better indicated. The symp- 
toms calling for verat. v. are, a sense of fulness; heaviness; 
weight, or distention of the head; giddiness; intense headache, 
with fulness and throbbing of the arteries, eometjmea with stupe- 
fiwtion ; increased sensitiveness to sound, with buzzing, roaiing, 
etc.; double, partial, luminous, painflil, dim, or otherwise disor- 
cred vision ; nausea and vomiting ; tingling, numbness, etc, in the 
Umbs; mental eonfuaon ; loss of memory; convulsions, or paralysis 
of motion. For these congestions of the head in young children, 
from teething, I have lor several years given this medicine the 
preference over Belladonna, or Aconite; also in cerebral oppres- 
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sion, oocnrring during the progress of a pneumonia. I conaider it 
as perfectly homceopathic to these before-mentioned congestive 
conditions, as any other drug in our materia medica, for it has 
caused ail the symptoms of such morbid states. It does not cure 
by " depressing the action of the heart," as bleeding does. Those 
■who denounce the use of Verat. v. in vascular irritation, fever, etc., 
might as weU denounce Aconite and Geleeminum, for they all act in 
a similar manner. The increased action of the vascular system is 
a secondary effect of these medicines. In Meningitia, the Yerat, 
V. should be used promptly, and in the lowest dilutions, alternated 
with Belladonna, when the latter remedy seema indicated. I 
believe it to be more useful in this disease, as well as Cerebritis, 
than Aconite. In Tubercular meningitis, or Hydrocephalus, it can 
do uo good, except in the stage of active inflammation, if that 
Stage exists ; but it may be palliative in preventing or arresting 
spasms in the later stages. 

Face and Nose.— Pale, cold fece; face cold, bluish, and covered 
with cold perspiration; convulsive twitching of the fecial muscles ; 
mouth drawn down at one corner; paleness of the lips, and around 
the alte of the nostrils; nose looks pinched, cold, and blue; profuse 
secretion of mucus from the nostrils ;' singular contortions of the 
muscles of the fece. (See spasmodic symptoms.) 

Clinical Rbmabks. — We have in the above facial symptoms 
these conditions indicated, namely : collapse of the general system, 
spasmodic or chorectic states, and a congested or apoplectic condi- 
tion of the brain. It has cured several cases of chorea, and is of 
great value in cerebral congestion. The "drawing down of a 
corner of the mouth" would point to a sanguineous effusion into the 
train substance. 

Ears. — Ringing in the ears ; moving Cjuickly produces complete 
deafness ; dull roaring in the ears ; the eare are cold and pale. 

Clinical Rbmabes. — Most of the effects of Veratrum upon the 
ears and eye arise from a depressed state of the circulation. The 
same condition is present, as after excessive bleedings, or loss of 
any of the vital fluids. In high potencies it may prove useful in 
similar affections. But Veratrum v. causes, secondarily, congestion 
of the brain, with ringing of the ears. In low dilutions, it is one 
of the best remedies for the latter condition. It is well known 
that anasniia and jrfethora will produce nearly the same aiTay of 
brain symptoms, although opposite pathological states are really 
present. Thus, acute hydrocephalus is oilen simulated by the 
hi/drocephaloid disease, which arises from sheer debility. 

Byes. — Profuse secretion of tears; dimness of sight; walking 
brinas on blindness with faintness ; dimness of vision with dilated 
pupils; immense circlesof a green color appeared around the candle, 
which, as vertigo came on, and I closed my eyes, turned to red; 
double vision. 

Clinical Rbmaeks. — ^It is primarily homteopathio to Amaurosis, 
from anssmia, or from loss of fluids, or from debility during conva- 
lescence (should be alternated with China, Phos. aeid 1st), and 
given in the 6th dilution). It is also indicated in amaurosis from 



>stsd by Google 



422 NEW HOMfEOPATHIC PROVINGS. 

imitatioii or congestion, of the optic nerves, whea tlie symptoms 
correspond with its pathogenesis. 

Moutb, FanceB, and ffisopIias<iS' — ^Tongue feels aa if it had been 
scalded (constant symptoin) ; tongue coated yellow along the 
centre ; flat, hitter taste on the tongue ; copiona secretion 
of saliva; intense burning in the fauces, with constant 
inclination to swallow ; burning in the (esophagus ; spasms 
of the OBSophagua; burning and spasm of the ceaophagus, 
with rising of frothy, bloody mucus into the mouth (this aymp- 
tom was intensely disagreeable, lasted several days, and was 
relieved by Phosphorus 3d, after several remedies had been tried 
in vain) ; sensation aa of a ball rising in the (esophagus. 

Clihical Hbmakkb. — The yellow coating on the tongue, and 
the bitter taste, were both noticed in the morning, and point to 
irritation, of the liver. The Veratrura v. produces undoubted 
inflammation of the mucous membrane of the (esophagus, with 
superficial erosion, spasm, etc. We have here a truly homceopathlc 
remedy for cesophagitis. It is also homceopathic to spasmodic stric- 
ture of that tube. 

Stomach. — ^Uneasy constriction of the stomach, with tendency 
to sickness ; excruciating pain in the lower part of the stomach, the 
pain extending to about tbe size of the hand ; the constrictive pain 
IS increased by warm drinks, which seem to go under the pain ; 
violent naasea and vomiting; vomiting of glwry mucus with blood, 
with ranning from the ncwe and eyes ; excnicaating pain in the pit 
of the stomach, with heat and constriction of the throat; vomiting 
of, first food, then mucns, finally a small quantity of blood ; panful, 
empty retching ; sensation of dryness and heat in throat, extend- 
ing to the stomach, with disposition to hiccough ; severe hiccough 
of fifteen or twenty times per minute; violent vomiting, coming on 
in about ten or fifteen minutes ; great irritability of the stomach, the 
smallest quantity of food or drink is immediately rejected — this 
irritation continued for three weeks (from thirty drops); great 
uneasiness, followed by intense pmn in the stomach ; the pain was 
drawing, twisting, and pressing; the stomach felt as if drawn 
tightly against the spinal column, causing pain in the back, in the 
dorsal region ; the stomach seemed to press against the spine when 
lying upon the back ; the pain in the stomach would culminate 
every five or ten minntes, with powerful and expulsive vomiting ; 
the pain was aggravated by the least noise ; vomiting, not pre- 
ceded by nausea. — (Varions sources.) Vomiting of bile and blood; 
hiccough before and afber vomiting ; very frequent neuralgic (?) 
pains in the cardiac portion of the stomach ; sharp, fiying pains in 
the epigaBtrinm and umbilical region, passing down to the pubes. 
— (Dr. Burt's proving,) Dr. Osgood — an allopathic observer — 
noticed in his own case, that the vomiting was efiected by a spas- 
modic contraction of the stomach itself without participation of the 
diaphragm, and abdominal muscles ; and in another individual was 
preceded by a sensation as of a ball rising in the ossophagus — the 
result no doubt of spasmodic contraction of the tube. Dr. Nor- 
wood says : " We have seen it prodvice emesia in very susceptible 
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ind the contractions of the stomach were so rapid as to be 
alKiost continuouB, and uninterrupted" lie also remarks that: 
" there need be no danger apprehended of causing inflammation of 
the stomach ; we have given especial attention to that particular. 
It ia peculiar, and at the same time interesting in its effects, from 
the fact of its acting as a sedative on almoat every other portion of 
the system, diminishing the vascular and muscular action and 
motion of every other part, and increasing that of the stomach." 
Dr. N. asserts that it increases the appetite and desire for food. 

Clinical Remaeks. — We have in the above a notable array of 
symptoms, pointing to excessive gastric irritability. Its action on 
the stomach is quite similar to that of Verat. alb., Tartar emetic, or 
Arsenicum. It ia evidently homoeopathic to cardialgia, gastralgia, 
and neuralgic or spasmodic affections of the atomaoh, when accom- 
panied by vomiting, retching and excessive imtation. Dr. Burt 
considers it the best remedy in sneh cases — better than the V. alb. 
He uses it at the 3rd or 6th. It shoald not be given lower. It 
should prove curative in gastritis, erosion of the stomach, and 
ought to palliate the pain and vomiting in cancer of the stomach. 
It causes all the symptoms of pyrosis, water-brash, and many of the 
symptoms of " dyspepsia." 

Bowels, Stool, etc. — Frequent drawing pains in the umbilical 
region; neuralgic (?) pains at the right side of the umbiliLU'i, pafs 
ing down to the groin; sharp, flying pains in the epigastuum ind 
umbilical ro^ons, passing down to the pubes ; dull, heavy, ai^hmg 
pains in the umbilical region (constant symptom) ; cutting, aching 
pains in the nmbilioal region, with rambling in the bowels, ind 
desire for stool ; soft, mushy stool preceded by cntting pains in the 
bowels, and followed by cutting pains in the rectum and anus. 
" At three different times, on the second day of the proving, I had 
severe iieui-algic and long-lasting pains in the rectum ; neuralgic 
pains in the left groin ; I never had such pains before." — Dr. £urt. 
""The first day after I left off proving the Verat. v. I had neuralgic 
pains in the anus and rectum. They came on twenty or thirty 
times a day for three weeks, when there appeared a large tnmor 
which pained me constantly. One-half the tumor was very red, 
the other half dark blue. I never had piles before in my life. My 
alvine evacuations were natural all the time." — Burt. 

Clinical Rbuabks. — It is agreed by all allopathic medical 
writers who speak of this plant, that it irritates the bowels much 
less than the Veratrum alb. Some, however, claim that it should 
not be used in diseases where any intestinal irritation exists. 
Wood, however,, does not mention it as a purgative. Dr. Coe 
remarks; "The employment of Veratrum v. in the treatment of. 
diarrhcea and dysentery affords occasion for some remarks in regard 
to the action of this remedy upon the bowels. We have seen it 
stated by some writers, that Veratrum is objectionable on account 
of its irritating influence upon this orgfui, 8uoh has not been our 
experience. We have employed it much in the treatment of 
bowel complaints, and with tile most happy results," Yet he 
admits that it has an " ernelo-cathartic " action, and says it is con- 
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tra-indieated in "iuteatinal nlcerations." He Bays it is useful in all 
cases of " torpor and debility of the abdominal organs," and is of 
utility in mania, epilepsy, hysteria, convukious, melancholy, etc., 
■when arising from "functional obstructions " of the abdominal 
■viscera, and disturbed and discordaut action of the abdominal 
nervous plexus." All this, however, is quite conjectural, although 
it ia apparently indicated in abdominal congestions. Dr. Norwood 
says, " it is nob cathartic," but he speaks of " avoiding its drastic 
effect," and mentions that " the only cases in which we have seen 
it purge, were when given in combination with Tartar emetic. In 
most of these cases it excited a violent cholera morbus. Concern- 
ing its therapeutic effects, he states : " We have found it of gi'eat 
value in the treatment of typhoid dysentery, and would feel unable 
to combat that disease without it, or some other remedy of equal 
power." It seems homoeopathic to about the same condition of the 
bowels as Verat. alb. ; also to hfemorrhoids. 

EiOnej'S, llrlBe, etc. — ^Profuse urine ; increased secretion of pale 

CLrNicAi. IIemakkb. — Its action on the kidneys has been pretty 
well investigated by allopathic observers. Prof. Lee says : " its 
diuretic action has been estabhahed by numerous experiments. It 
is worthy of particular note that it does not act as a mere renal 
hydragogue, but like oolchicum it increases the solid constituents of 
the urine. While it increases the amount of organic and inorganic 
solids, it is not positively esUblished that it augments the quantity 
of uric acid, lake colchicum it increased the amount of urine, as well 
as the total amount of solids eliminated, but it is pretty certain that 
this is mainly dependent on an increase of organic matter. Its 
curative influence in gout and rheumatism may thna be explained. 
It is said to eliminate lithio acid through the kidneys." Dr. Abbott 
made some experiments which proved tliat it causes a oonsidevablo 
increase in the amount, and a corresponding decrease in the 
specific gravity, of the urine. It would seem to bo homoeopathic 
primarily to ceitain foi-ma of diuresis, enuresis, and perhaps diabe- 
tia. It is curative in acute inflammation of the kidneys and 
bladder. 

]Halc Kenei'ntlve Organs. 

Cr.iNicAi. RuMAEKB.— It Js used successfully in severe inflamma- 
tory diseases of these organs. Dr. Osgood considered it almost 
specific for Orchitis. It wiil probably prove as useful as Aconite 
in afiectioiis of these tissues. 

fienerative Organs of ffomen. — Wehave yet no symptomatic prov- 
ing of Veratrum viride upon the female organism. It is said to 
have caused abortion in numerous instances, yet Dra. Ford and 
White, who used it so fi'eely in yellow fever, thought it prevented 
that accident. It may not cause abortion directly, as Sabina or 
Cimicil'uga, but indirectly, by the great prostration of the general 
symptoms, the severe efforts to vomit, etc. In the same way 
it would cause hemorrhage from the uterus. It is probably 
homceopathic primarily to passive congestions of that organ, 
My^ experience ^with the Veratrum viride in tJiis chisa of dia- 
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eases, is coiifinecl prineipally to acute inflammation of the 
uterus, or puerperal metritis, in wiiioh I place a bigh esti- 
mate upon its valae. I think I have arrested the inflammar 
tion, or materially modified it, by the use of the lower dilations. 
There are certain conditions attending uterine disorders, in which 
the Verat. v. has proved very successful in my hands. I allude to 
those congestions of the head ov langs which occnr during uterine 
disorders, such as mensimal corigestiona of the head (menstrual 
headache), also coneestion of the head or lungs from suppressed 
menses, suppressed lochia, etc. In these accidents a few drops of 
the lowest dilations has never failed to prove promptly curative 
in my practice. It is highly recommended by Dr. Miller (eoleotio), 
in Ik/stnenorrAcm, occurring in plethoric subjects (i. e. congestive 
dysmenorrhoea). In ansemie subjects he pronounces it decidedly 
injurious. It is probably indicated in this affection, for similar 
symptoms to Aconite and Belladonna. It has been found useful 
in palliating violent attacks of hysterical aonvtdsions. Many 
allopathic writers, among them Dr. Simpson, of Edinburg, extols 
it highly in puerperal fever. It may prove useful in the vomiting, 
pi/rosis, and other symptoms occurring during pregnancy. Many 
of the symptoms occurring during the change of life, are simu- 
lated by this medicine. In ao^tte maaiitie, with high febrile action, 
and great tnmefaption of the breasts I have used it alternately with 
Belladonna with very aatiafaotory results. It has been used boldly 
— recklessly — by the allopathic school, in puerperal convulsions 
(eclam?ia) as a sabstitute for blood-letting, but in such doses as to 
be neaiiy as injuriously pernicious as the abstraction of blood. I 
have never used it in that affection, but I have administered it in 
eases where I thought convulsions would ensue if not warded of^ 
and with the apparent result of preventmg that terrible array of 
symptoms. In puerperal mania it has proved curative. (See a 
case reported by Dr. Woodwai'd.) Dr. Atlee reports a case as 
follows : "The labor had been preternataral, child deUvered dead, 
by podalic vei-sion. She did well until ten days after confinement, 
when she became silent, auspicious, and distrustful of those about 
her, without any obvious cause. In the hope that the change was 
temporary, opium and perfect rest, with careful watching was 
enjoined. Two days after, symptoms of puerperal mania were still 
more developed ; it was impossible for the doctor to come near 
her ; his presence seemed to terrify her, and her husband told him 
that since the previous visit, she expressed strong apprehensions that 
the doctor had poisoned her and meditated her destruction. She 
had slept little or none, and it was difiicult to keep her confined to 
her bed ajid her room. In the hope that some benefit might result 
by 'controlling the general circulation and diminishing the nervous 
excitement, five drojffl of the tincture were ^ven every three hoars, 
as long ae it did liot produce nausea, vomiting, or prostration. On 
the following morning, on entering the room, he found his patient 
lying quietly and calmly on the bed, with a total absence of the 
sinister espression of the day before. She answerod him slowly 
but in a whisper, put oat her tongue, and let him feel her pulse 
54 
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without resistajice. Upon inquiry ho found that soon after tlie 
administration of tho third doso of Veratrum on the previous 
eTening, she had become calm, had rested qoietly, and had 
remained so. Pulse fifty-six. She was cheerful and obedient, con- 
versed rationally and freely, and without allusion to her previously 
unhappy condition. She recovered perfectly in a few days. Dr. 
Coe (Art. Veratrin, Cono. Org. Med.) states that a nrnjority of the 
cases of mental aberration ai-ise from and are dependent npon a 
morbidly increased activity of the nervous structure of the abdo- 
men." "This," be says, "would seem to explain why Veratrin is 
of utility in the treatment of mania, melancholy, aJid mental weak- 
ness." fVery doubtful, H.) "Incases of mental aben-ation, accom- 
panied with torpor and debility of the abdominal organs, Veratrum 
will be found serviceable." (Mere theory, H.) 

Chest. — Oppression of the chest ; sensation as of a heavy load 
on the chest; anxious oppression of the chest; constant, dull, 
burning pain in the region of the heart, under the sternum ; burn- 
ing pain in the region of the heart ; oppression of tbe obest with 
nausea. The respiration decreases from 30 and 40 to 16 and 12 (in 
pneumonia;) respirations 12 to 14 (in healthy persons under the 
influence of the drug). 

Rkmakks, — The symptoms of oppression enumerated above are 
due principally to the debility caused by the drug; the oppression 
comes on just before the vomiting, and with nausea. Dr. Burt's 
experiments with the Veratrum v. on cats, seem to show that it 
causes intense engorgement of the lungs. We would refer the 
reader to his paper, published herewith. In Dr. Burt's proving, 
made on himself^ he makes no mention of any p^ns which may be 
termed pneumonic, or pleuritic ; the pain in the heart, only, was 
noticed. It is a notable fact, however, that in the proving of 
Tartar emetio, we have the same absence of acute thoracic pd.n ; 
yet the latter drug has a high reputation, even in the homffiopathio 
school, in the treatment of pneumonia. It is well known by all 
practical physicians that severe cases of pneumonia may run their 
course with little or no pain at any time being present. The 
Veratrum v. has not been extensively used by homceopathists in the 
treatment of thoracic diseases. Satisfied with that time-honored 
remedy. Aconite, they prefer to adhere to that drug. But many 
of my colleagues, both East and West, agree with me in constderiug 
the Verat, v. as superior to Aconite, in pneumonia in particular. 
My own. experience with it has, so fiir, been satisfactory. In the 
incipient stage of that affection, when simple engoi'gement only 
exists, I believe it has the power of arresting the disease, and in 
the later stages it proves a valuable auxiliary to such remedies aa 
Bryonia, Phosphorus^ Tartar emetic, and Sanguinaria. I usually 
give the lojvest dilution, ten or fifteen drofra of the lat doc. every 
thirty or sixty minutes to adults, and half the quantity to children. 
In a few cases only have I been obliged to resort to the mother 
tincture. In one case, that of a strong, robnst man, five drops were 
given every two hours ; ail^er ten hours, profuse vorniting with 
tui; the previously intense favor subsided, and rfid^ woi 
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r^Mm, and a rapid convalesoenoe followed. It was given on the 
third day of the fever, when there was bloody sputa, severe oppres- 
sion and pain in the chest (left side), and all the physioal signs of 
the first stage of pneumonia. I deem it my duty, in this place, to 
give some of the large amonnt of allopathic testimony, for and 
against, the use of this remedy ; for, as with their expeiience with 
Tartar emetic, we may gain vaiuahle hints fi-om their observations. 
Dr. Davidson (Nashville Journal of Medicine), says: "1 have 
followed no other paiticular treatment for the last two yeara in 
pneumonia and pleurisy, than this medicine, and I am happy to 
say I have never seen a case terminate unfavorably under the 
treatment. I look upon the Veratrum as being worth all the other 
treatments combined, for plenrisy, pnenmonia, and all other diseases 
of an inflammatory character." Dr. Wood, in his Therapeutics, 
does not give yon his personal experience, but says : "The testimony 
in its favor is so strong, and from so many sources, that it la 
impossible to refuse it credence." Dr. A. F. Pattoa (Tllden'a 
Journal of Mat. Med., veil, i^ p. 369,) writes i "Pneumonia is the 
disease in which Veratrum viride is pavtioularly indicated. It 
seems to have more controlling power in this than any other 
disease, reducing the inflammation, and fevoring the expectoration 
in a veiy few hoars; in some instances, vomiting is induced, which 
is generally of tough, viscid mucus ; the pulse now rapidly 
declines, if not affected before ; the breathing becomes very easy, 
and the patient falls into an easy sleep, with, perhaps, a gentle 
perspiration — the dose, now, is to be managed so as to sustain the 
depressed circulation. I find that, in pneumonia, it is better to 
reduce the pulse as soon as possible. The indammation being in a 
degree air-ested, the lung is saved from the more severe conse- 
quences of the second stage, or that of red hepaiization, for the 
concrete fibrinous exudation being caused by a peculiar inflamma- 
tory action — thus, the cause being in part removed — this exadation 
is, in a great degree, arrested, and the patient, iu a majority of 
oases, entera into a favorable couvalescenee." I have quoted the 
first authorities that came to hand, but I have looked on the 
immense amount of material, which is to be found scattered 
through the various periodicals, etc., and the opinions expressed 
above coincide with a majority of physicians who have written 
concerning the use of this medicine in pneumonia. There are, 
however, many of the most enlightened minds in the allopathic 
profession, who sturdily and rationally oppose its indiscriminate 
use. Among the most prominent of these, is Prof. Charles A. Lee. 
His objection can also be aptly applied to the use of Tartar emetic, 
an article so much abused by his school in the (mal) treatment of 
pneumonia. That drug, and the Verat. v., act in a similar manner. 
In poisonous or pathogenetic doses, both cause engorgement and 
passive congestion of the lungs (primarily), and inflammation of 
those organs (secondarUy). The allopath who uses Veratrum 
viride for pneumonia, in the doses usually prescribed by his school, 
brings about the very conditions which eausecl the disease, namely, 
coiigeetioQ. Tlio homojopath who adravniatevs this remedy, in the 
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first stage of pneumonia, in minute doses,— a drop of 1st or 2d dec, 
— gives it upon the law of Similia, and arrests the disease, or 
notably modifies it. In the second stage, when the inflammation is 
fiiirly established, it should be given in alternation with Phosphoms, 
or Sangainaiia; but, tbe moment the pnlse ceases to te the pulse 
of s*;Aew8c action, that moment the Verat. mast be omitted. The 
same may be said concerning the use of Aconite or Gelseminum ; 
or, if these remedies ai'e administered at all, in such conditions, 
only the bighest potencies should be selected. No greater error 
can be made, tban to give Aconite, Bryonia, Gelseminum, or 
Veratrum, in the low potencies, because the pulse is q^xick. A 
quick pulse must have many other qualities, to be tbe pulse of 
active inflammatio3i, and to indicate these medicines. In Phwritis, 
the Veratrum, will probably never be a very usefal remedy. Like 
Tartar emetic, it does not seem to affect the serous tisanes, as does 
Aconite or Bryonia. 

Cardiac Sjmptoins-— Prickling pains in the region of the heart; 
dull, aching pmns in the region of the heart; constant, biM-ning 
distress in tbe cardiac region ; ^ntne^ after rising from the 
recumbent position ; syncope when walking, only relieved by 
Ijjing down. (Burt.) The heart's pulsations reduced from sixty- 
dght to twenty-fonr (in health) ; and from one hundred and forty 
to thirty-three, in fevers; beats of the heart, low and feeble, 
scarcely perceptible (primary symptoms) ; palpitation of the heart; 
flnttenng sensation in the region of the heart ; palpitation on taking 
the least exercise ; strong, loud beating of the heart, with quick 
pulse; palpitation with dyspncea (secondary effects), 

CuNiCAL Eemasks. — It is generally believed that the Verat- 
rum viride acts upon the heail, through the nervous system, 
paralysing the nerves of motion. It is supposed that Aconite and 
Verat. alb. act in a similai- manner. (Gelseminum, I believe, to 
act more directly upon the muscular structure of the heart.) The 
Yerat. viride is primarily indicated in cardiac oppression, with 
passive congestion ; cardiac debility, with f^nting and collapse 
therefrom. In those heart affections, occurring during prostrating 
diseases, after hemorrhages, eta, it may be used, but always in 
the mimOest doses. No remedy exercises a more depressing action 
on the heart, than the Verat. v. in large doses. It is secondarily 
indicated in increased activity of the heart, alter previous depres- 
Mon, In carditis, and pericarditis, it has been used with alleged 
Buooeas by allopathic practitioners. In rheumatio affections of the 
heart, it is especially lauded, but may do as much injury as bleed- 
ing, if used in large doses. Having a similar action to Aconite, it 
will, perhaps, be found as useful as that medicine in heart affections. 
It does not, however, cause that intense cardiac anxiety, with fear 
of death, which Aconite does. It will be found palliative in many 
organic diseases of the heart, but should be used with great caution. 
It is not a ^^ cardiac tonic,''^ in material doses, as the Digitalis is said 
to be. It will alleviate, according to my experience, those palpita- 
tions, attended with faintness, or dyspncea, which occur in many 
diseased conditions of the heart, or attend the " change of life '' in 
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■women. Somo of the symptoma felt by Dr. Burt, resemble those 
found in the pathogenesis of Spigelia. It may be a matter of donbt, 
whether the " burning sensation,'' experienced by Dr. Burt, was 
rcaUy in the heaitj the cesophagus may have been the seat of the 
sensation. 

Back' — Very severe, and constant, aehiag pruns in the back of 
n^ok aud shouIderB, so that it was almost impossible to hold the 
head up. 

Clinical Rbmaeks. — By some practitioners it is valued very 
highly, as a remedy for Lurnb^o, also tor neuralgic pains in the 
back. Itmaypro^e valuable for some forma of spinal irritation, 
and even myelitis. We do not know what pathological changes 
it effects in the epinal cord. 

Extremltif^s. — Drawing pains ;in the right elbow, and calves of 
the legs; cramp of the legs (Eai-t); the fingers and toes cramped 
as in cholera ; galvanic shocks in the limbs, frequently of such 
violence as to precipitate the patient out of bed (Ooe) ; coldness, 
bluene^, and dampness of the hsaids, feet, and limbs, with cramps 
of the extremities ; weakness and loss of power in the extremities ; 
paralysis of the lower limha ; prickling, and partial loss of sensa- 
tion in the extremities. 



XASTHOXYLUM FKAXINEUM. 

(FricJO!/ Aefi.) 

* Nat. Ord. Xanthoxylacese. — This shrub is known by the 
vaiious names of Yellow-wood, Toothaohe-busb, Northern Prickly 
Ash, etc. It is an indigenous shrub, ten or twelve feet in height, 
with alternate branches, which are armed with coniea], brown 
prickles, at the insertion of the young branches. The leaves are 
alternate and pinnate ; the leaflets about five paii-s with an odd 
one, nearly sessile, ovate, acute, with slight vesicular serratares, 
somewhat downy underneath. The common petiole is round, 
usually prickly on the back. The flowers are in small, dense, 
sessile umbels and have a somewhat aromatic odor. The Prickly 
Ash is a native of North America, growing from Canada to Vir- 
ginia, and west to the Mississippi, in woods, thickets, and the river 
hanks, flowei-ing in April aud May before the appearance of the 
leaves. The entire plant contains medicinal properties. The fra- 
grance is due to a volatile oil which may be extracted by ether or 
alcohol. Both the bark and berries are olHcinal. The bark from 
which the tincture was prepared for proving, comes in fragments 
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of various sizes, quilled, light or ash-colored externally, internally 
white and glossy ; it Is faiatly odorous, and has a slightly aromatic 
taste. The bark of the Prickly Ash has been found to contain a 
fixed oil of a gi-eenieh color, volatile oil, resin, coloring matter, 
gom, and a crystallizable matter, which has been named Xan- 
thosylin. Dr. King, in his Dispensatory, spealts of Prickly Aah as 
"a BtimnlaDt, tonic, alterative and sialagogue. Taken into the 
stomach, it canses a feeling of warmth, slightly accelerates the 
pulse, and determines to the skin, causing a gentle moisture. It 
is nsed as a stimnlant in langaid states of the system, and as a 
sialogogne in paralysis of the tongue and mouth. It has proved 
highly beneficial in chronic rheumatism, colic, syphilis, hepatic 
derangements, and wherever a stimulating alterative treatment is 
required." 

First Proving. — Mr. S., aged twenty-nine, light hair, nervous 
temperament, July 9th, 1862, took at 10 p. m^ four drops of San- 
thoxylnm tinet.. Immediately a smart peppery taste in mouth and 
feices ; slept hard all night ; on the morning of the 10th, took ten 
drops followed by the same smarting or prickly sensation in the 
mouth and throat, which soon extended to the stomach, followed 
by an increased pulse and a degree of heat all over the body. In 
five minutes a dull headache in 8pa«e not larger than half a dollar 
over the nose ; in fifteen minntes, sharp, shootmg pains in right side 
(like plenrisy pains) occasionally extending through to the shoulder 
blade ; these pains increased in severity and lasted half an hour, 
during this time there was a continual desire to take a long breath ; 
in one hour a dull pain in the right ear, seeming to affect the jaw 
socket, the kind of pain which one has when he doen't know 
whether it is his tooth or ear that aches ; this pain lasted two 
hours and then gradually wore away. Two days alter, took twelve 
drops at 8 o'clock in the evening, followed by dryness of both 
nostrils, constant desire to take a long breath ; flatulence ; gaping; 
one half hour after, throbbing headache over right eye with nausea ; 
sharp pains in right side, of a neuralgic character ; severe pam in 
the right arm, commencmg just above the bend of the elbow ; 
severe pain in the wrist and extending to the thumb ; in three 
quarters of an hour, ringing in ears, more particularly in right 
ear; throbbing headache, pulse 100; slept hard all night; awoke 
in the morning, languid and depressed ; no appetite. July 14lh, 
8 p. M., same prover took twenty drops ; in five minutes severe 
frontal headache, with dizziness; oontinnal deare to take long and 
deep respirations; terrible, nervous frightened feeling; head feels 
full ; pain over right eye ; pain in right side ; sharp, shooting pain ; 
decided catarrhal symptoms; watering of the eyes and nose; 
lightness of the head, with the pain inoreasing over the eyes; in 
fifteen minutes increased desire for long respiration ; flatulence ; 
pain in right arm; pain in right knee; drowsiness all the evening ; 
urine at night, and the next morning, scanty and high colored, 
September 3d, 8 p. m., took twenty-five drops, almost immediately 
experienced the same desire for deep and long respirations; in 
five minutes, pulse 100; frontal headache; nausea; twenty minutes 
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after, pulse atill at 100, but moro feeble; one hour after, pulse 
82, feeble and in-egular. 

Second Pkoving. — Mr. A., twenty-seven years of age, 
dark brown hair, fmr complexion, phlegmatic temperament., 
July 9th, took three drops at bed-time; slept hard and heavy; 
dreamed of flying about over tops of houses; in the morning, felt 
pain in right leg; bowels constipated; took three drops, felt 
sleepy all the morning; great depression ; after dinner felt a bunch 
in the left side of the throat when swallowing; after supper, dis- 
charge from bowels ; on going to bed bunch in throat shifted to 
right ade. July 11th, at 6,30 a. m., took five drops; in fifteen 
mmutes discharge ft'om bowels; also another after breakfast; 
sleepy feeling all the morning with headache. At 6 p. m., another 
discharge ii'om bowels; flatulence; slight hacking cough. July 
11th, took twelve drops, strong, peppery sensation in month and 
throat ; five minutes after, had a dartiue pain under and back of 
the right ear ; right nostril seems filled up ; sensation of soreness 
in right side of throat ; fifteen minutes after, had a darting pain in 
the left temple, recurring again and again; drowsy symptonas 
appear prominent; also, about the upper part of the cranium aa 
achy feeling accompanied by flashes of throb-like piu.n, as if the 
top of the head were about being taken off; flatulency; slight 
pain inside right arm, just above elbow; one hour sUler felt 
a good deal of tightening about the chest, which continued with 
much inolkiation to gape. At 10.30 i'. M.,or two hours after, 
some pain in right side below ribs ; continued gaping; head dull, 
and aching; afkshof pain in i-^ht thumb, extending to hand; 
another in calf of right leg ; legs and feel feel tired. July 12th, 
had a discharge from bowels before breakfTSt, and one after; sore- 
ness of throat with expectoration of tough mucus. 

Thied PfiOvmG. — Prover, light complexion, 'sanguuie-nervoas 
temperament, active habit, uniform healtl^ age thirty-three. Took 
two drops of tincture followed by these symptoms: burning and 
dryfeehng in the mouth and tongue; diffnsed pain in the upper 
part of the forehead ; worse in the rigiit side ; pain extends to the 
base of the br^n, with soreness; shaking the bead produces a 
feeling of looseness or quivering of the brain followed by dizziness ; 
rumbhng of the abdomen, with soreness on pressure; discharge of 
mucus from the nose with congested feeling, aa if it were about to 
bleed; dull, heavy, grindmg pain in the left eye; feeling of fulness 
or pressure at tlie epigastrium; empty eructations with slight taste 
of ingesta; slept soundly without dreaming, but soon after waking 
at 7 o'clock next morning, had severe griping abdominal paijis 
with thin brown, diarrh<Bic discharge, mixed with some raucas ; 
anorexia, could eat but a few moiithfuls at breakfast, and could 
only drink a half Oup of coflee, which was vomited soon afterwards ■ 
griping pain continued at intervals, with a general feeling of indif- 
ference and malaise; discharge of dry and bloody scales of mucus 
from the nose; hoaraeueas with some husky feeling in the throat ■ 
obliged to clear the throat freijuently. This hoarseness and obati-uo- 
tion of the throat continued some days after the otiiei' syiaptoius 
had subsided. 



atdb, Google 



432 NEW" HOMtEOPATHIC PROVINGS. 

Peovings ry WonrEN.— 1st, Miss D., aged twenty-six ; black 
hair; active habit; good health. Took twelve drops of the tinc- 
ture, lu five minutes felt pressure in the head, with fnluess of the 
veins. In ten minutes, dull pain in right knee, lo fifteen minntes, 
pain in both elbows, and back of the head, also a bewildered sensa- 
tion ; pain in the lid of the right eye. Half an hour aft«r sense of 
heat ail over the veins, with a desire to be bled ; flash of heat from 
head to foot. One hour after taking the medicine, pain in ankle ; 
flash of heat; pain in left heel; a feeling of enlargement of the 
throat ; pain in right ade of the throat; doll pdn in left elbow, 
pasang to the palm of the hand, then to the shoulder; pain in left 
side ; heavy feeling in the top of the head ; pMO in the left leg 
between the hip and knee ; pain in left elbow and left side of the 
head; dull pain in left knee, also in left elbow, extending to the 
hand, then in left side and top of the left foot ; a feeling of numb- 
ness through the whole of the left side of the body from head to 
foot, the divi^on made perceptible in the head, Meeting half of 
the nose — this feeling lasted two or three minutes; pain in left 
knee. Two hours after, pain in left knee, very severe ; slight p^n 
in left side, and under the left shoulder-blade, al^b the left hip; the 
pdn in the left knee has lasted, without cessation, a little more 
than half an hour ; pain in lower jaw and left side ; the whole left 
arm and shoulder numb; pain in both feet, shooting up to the 
knees. 

2nd. Mrs. H., aged 30. Took ten drops of the tincture at 9:20 
p. M,; pulse, 80. Soon after taking it began to experience a feeling 
of depression and weakness; weSiness of the lower limbs, with 
pMD in the knees. At 9:30 p.m., pulse 74 soft; slight nausea, 
with sense of oppression at the stomach ; nausea increased as did 
the pdns of the extremities, aooompanied with frequent chills. 
Next evening same prover took twenty drops of the tincture; did 
not experience tlie fiieling of depression in so great degree as the 
night oefore ; the weakness of the limbs and pain in the knees 
about the same; some pain in the left side; menses a^eared 
n^et morning, being one week before the usual time ; was attended 
with a good deal of pain. 

3rd. Mrs. J., aged twenty-eight ; light complexion ; sanguine 
temperament ; good health. Took twenty drops of the tincture at 
8 o'clock p. K. In about twenty minutes noticed a tightening of 
the scalp, and heavy pains in temples, with a twitching in left 
knee, and trembling in right. On the following day took at 11 
o'clock A. M., twenty drops ; felt same feelings in head ; did not 
notice lower limbs. 2 o'clock p. ir,, took twenty-two drops; 
felt the same headache, or severe pain and tightening. 3 o'clock 
p. u., took twenty-five drops ; increase of head difficulties, with a 
great heat and a quiet flowing (menstrual), being two days in 
advance of proper time. 8 o'clock p. m., took twenty drops; some 
headache ; all the system quiet, with an unnatural forcing of nature ; 
went to sleep as usual, and in dreadful distress and pain, baffling 
description; profuse flowing; the pain (or agony) continued until 
noon of next day, when it gi-adually subsided. 
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Classification" of Symptoms. — Head. — Headache over both 
eyes; throbbing headache; presaure over uose ; grinding pain in 
head with naosea ; head feels heavy, partioularly the ri^it side ; 
pressire iu the forehead ; pressare and pain over the eyes ; severe 
pain in the top of the head ; ptua directly over the root of the nose ; 
feeling of fulness in the head ; head seems as if divided — the divi- 
sion seeming to extend to the nose; pain in the top of the head as if 
the top would come off. 

Sleep. — Hard ; unrefreshed in the morning; drowsiness ; sleeps 
heavy, and dreams of flying abowt over tops of houses ; annoying 
dreams. 

Skin. — Skin feels hot and sore. 

FeyeF.— Fever, followed by great depression/ flashes of heat 
from head to foot; nausea followed by chills; puise ^uiot; face 
flushed and hot. 

Horal Symptoms.— Great despondency ; irritability ; anguish 
about the chest ; fearfalness. 

Sensorlum. — Heaviness of the head ; head feels full ; vertigo ; 
bewildered feeling; insensibility. 

Eyes. — Lachrymation; pain in the lid of the right eye; dull, 
heavy pain in the left eye. 

Ears.™I'nll pain in the left ear ; ringing in the right ear. 
Nose. — Pressure in the nose ; fluent eoryza ; discharge of bloody 
mucus from the nose, particularly from the right nostril. 

Jaw.—Pain in the right jaw socket ; dull pain in the left side of 
the lower jaw. 

Slouth.— Ptyalism ; tongue coated yellow; foul taste in the 
mouth; tongue and mouth feel hot. 

Throat.— Throbbing in the throat; right, side of throat feels 
sore; sensation of swelling; hoarseness; soreness of throat, with 
expectoration of tough mucus. 

Stomaeb. — Fluttering in the stomach ; a feeling of heaviness in 
the stomach ; eructations with-nausea. 

Abdomen.— Colic pain in right iliac region ; fulness and pressure 
at the epigastrium ; griping in the bowels ; rumbling, with soreness 
on pressure. 

StooL — Inodorous discharges, with tenesmus ; thin, brown dis- 
charges, with mucus. 

Vrlne.— Profuse and light-colored. 

Chest. — Oppression of the chest, with desire to tate deep inspir- 
ations; shortness of breath; tightness of the chest; difiiculty to 
inflate the chest ; pdn in the left side under fourth rib. 

Arms. — ^Pain in the right shoujder and aria ; pain inside the arm 
just above the elbow ; pain in right elbow ; pfua and pricking feel- 
ing in right arm, extending to the third finger ; pain in little linger 
of right hand ; numbness of the left arm ; pricking and throbbing 
eenaation in left arm and fingers. 

Legs. — Execasive weakness of the lower limbs ; pain in the 
calf of right leg ; pain in left leg between hip and knee ; pain in 
the top of the left foot; pain in the third too of the left foot. 

5S 



>stsd by Google 



iU NEW IIOMtEOPATHIC PROVINGS. 

flenenrtiTe Organs of Women. — Appearance of the menses too 
Koon. JFVofuse menses with violent pains. Leucorrbcea. 

Clinicai Rbmabes. — Clinically, I have ased this remedy iu 
J)ysmenorTh,ma and Amenorrhma with marted success. One or two 
oases will serve for illustration : Miss A,, ^ed twenty-fivo ; brun- 
ette ; has suffered from menstrual irrejjularities aiocG their first 
iippearance ; the oatamenia appearing in three, four, or five months, 
and at that time her sofferings were excruciating. Her general 
health otherwise was good. At the time of consulting me, she had 
not had her catamenia for two months. I gave her Xan^oxylum 
1st dilution, five drops three times a day. Jb three days her menses 
a|.ipeared, and much to her joy, with little pain. Miss E., ligbt 
uoniplexioned, nervous temperament, aged twenty-five, consulted 
uie for STippressiou of menses received by getting her feet wet, she 
being then about one week past her time. I gave her Xanthosy- 
lum Ist dec, five drops every three hours. Her menses appeared 
the nest day. Mrs. C., aged thirty-two, mother of ten children, 
a targe, fiesby woman, had not menstruated for five months, and 
previous to that time had not for three or four months. Gave 
Ximthoxylum 1st, to be taken three times a day. Si 
in tour days. 

In Dysmenorrhcea, I have used this drug with very s; 
results. I will quote one marked case ; Mrs. D., aged twenty-si 
spare habit ; scrofulous diathesis ; had sufibred for years from dys- 
menorrhcea. Her sufferings were so great that she would be con- 
fined to her bed for two or thi-ee days. She had tried all sorts of 
treatment, but without any relief. She came undei- my care, say- 
ing the only way she could live through her menstmal period was 
to drink whisky or gin until she was intoxicated. For several 
months I treated her with the usual remedies, but without any teue- 
ficial result. I then gave her Xanthoxylnm 3rd dee, ; this com- 
pletely cured her. She was extravagant in the praise of this rem- 
edy. It has never f^led to relieve her. 

I think Xanthoxylum more especially indicated in females of 
spare habit, nei-vous temperament, and delicate organization. In 
aomo oases of plethoric habit it has failed me. In Leucorrh^a with 
Amenorrhea, it has proved very successful. In after-pains in obste- 
tric practice, I have found it of inestimable value ; also, in profuse 
flowing and threatened abortion. I have used it in Opthalmta, 
both locally and internally, with excellent results. 
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APPENDIX. 
DIOSCOREA TIIIOSA. 

IThlg wn3 roMlvei too IMo tor inBartlun In ita prsper plaoft] 

DB. w. n. bukt's rnoviNG. 

May 5tli, 1864, 10 a. m.— Took 30 drops of llie fluid extract of 
Dioscorea. Half aa hour after taking the medioine, oonnaeneed to 
have pain in the whole epigastrium, and region of the gall-bladder, 
quite severe, of a catting, tearing charaotev, at times apaemodic. 
3 p. M. — Slight distress in the stomach; took forty dropa, 5 p. m, — 
Shgiit, dull, frontal headache; frequent empty eructations, constant 
dull pain in the epigastric and umbilical regions, with freqnent 
colicky pains of a cutting, tearing nature; great depree^on of 
spirits. 8 P. M. — Slight frontal headache ; freqnent, sharp pains in 
the stomach and region of the gall-bladder; frequent, sharp, cutting 
pains in the umbUical region, aggravated by lyalking ; frequent 
drawing pains in the left shonlder and neck; drawing pains in the 
knees and ankles, the knees are very weak when walking ; constant 
dull pain in the lumbar region, aggravated by stooping or walking; 
took fifty drops. 

May 6 th. — Awoke three times in the night with severo 
cutting pains in the umbilicus. There la constant dull aching 
pains in the nmbilicua. With occasional colicky paina ; severe Iront^ 
headache ; thick yellowish-white coating on the tongue ; rough, flat 
taste in the mouth ; black, dry lumpy stool ; dull heavy pain in the 
lumbar-sacral region, very much worse by stooping; flngera ache 
and are quite stiff; drawing pmns in the ankles and feet. Took 
sixty drops, 9 p. m. — Slight, dull headache ; rough feeling in the 
fauces, with constant inclination to swallow ; constant aching 
distress in the umbilicus ; dull aching pains in the back; drawing 
pains in the calves of the legs and ankles. Took 100 drops, 11 a. 
M, — Dull, frontal headache; dry, rough feeling in the fauces, with 
frequent inclination to swallow; constant, dull, aching_ pains in the 
whole umbilical region, with frequent, sharp, catting pains all 
through the small intestines ; dull drawing pains in the fore-arms 
and wrists ; drawing pain between the shoulders ; constant, severe 
drawing pains, in the calves of the legs and ankles ; knees are 
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feeling very weak ; diaposition toyawn and atretch. 3 p. M.~Tiie 
paina are all the same, ODly more mild, took 200 drops. 5 p. m. — ■ 
Slight frontal headache ; rongh feeling in the fauces, with frequent 
inclination to swallow; constant distress in the nmbilieal and 
hypogastric regions, with severe cutting;, colicky psdns every few 
minutes in the stomach and small mtestines; bearing down 
prolapsed feeling of the anus ; feeling very weak, hands and legs 
tremble constantly, can heai- my heart beating after walking alittle. 
Pnlse 80; sharp pulsating pain jost at the top of the sternum, 
lasting an hour; severe drawing pains in my elbows, wrists and 
fingers, at times the pain in the fingers is very sharp ; constant 
dull aching pain in the lumbar sacral region, very much worse by 
bending the spine ; dull drawing pains in the knees and ankles, very 
sharp cntting pains in the bottom of the feet and toes; the right 
ankle and foot has the most pain in it. 9 p. m. — Slight frontal head- 
ache, with occasional sharp pains in the right temple ; dryness of 
thefauoes; constant aching distress in the whole of the bowels, 
with frequent sharp cutting pains in the stomach and small intes- 
tines. Three hemon'hoidai tumors have made their appearance, 
and are partially prolapsed ; there is constant dull pain smd distress 
in the anna ; the pulsating pain at the upper part of the sternum 
is still there, it is very distressing; flying pains all through the 
chest and back {cervical portion); constant dull pMn in the small of 
the back, and hipa, cannot bear to stoop down, it ia so pMnful ; 
constant, dull, drawing ptdns in the elbows, wrista, hands and 
fingers ; the pain in the fingers is very severe, of a cutting, tearing 
nature ; constant, dull, aching pain in the ankles, feet and toes ; the 
pain the toes is of a tearing, cutting character; took 150 drops. 

May llh, A. M. — Slept soundly, but perspired a good deal, awoke 
at 2 A, M., with great burning distress in the stomach ; dull frontal 
headache, tongue coated white; flat pappy taste ; tonsils slightly 
congested; constant aching distress in the stomach and bowels; 
stomach is quite painful when pressed upon ; stool, first part black, 
very dry andhard, last part mushy and white. The stool wa.a 
followed by the protrusion of four hemon'hoidal tumors, the size of 
large red cherries, with great pain and distress in the anna ; con- 
stant dull backache ; hands and fingers ache and are vei7 stiff; 
closing the hands is very painful; ankles, feet, and toes are also very 
stiff, and ache constantly. After exercising two hours my hands 
and feet felt quite free from pain. Took 100 drops, at 10 a. Mi- 
Slight headache ; constant distr^s in the umbilicus. The hsemor- 
rhoidal tumonre are constantly prolapsed, which is very distressing 
and painful ; dull aching pains in the wrists, hands, and fingers, 
ankles, feet and toes; they are feeling quite stiff; Took 200 drops. 
12 M. — Slight frontal headache ; constant aching, burning distress 
in the epigastric and umbilical regions; dull, heavy aching distress 
in the right lobe of the liver ; constant, dull, aching pain in the 
whole lumbar region; bending the spine prodaces sharp, cutting 
paina all along the lumbar ve^on; dnll paina in the hands and 
feet ; three of the hemorrhoidal tumors are of the color of the 
mucous membrane of the anus, and are the size of very large red 
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cherries; the other one is not go large, and is of a very dark, livid, 
hlue color. 4 p.m. — Very severe frontal headache; feeling very 
faint and weak; hands and legs tremble constantly ; vertigo with 
great faintness; have to lie down to keep from f^nting; seems to 
all centre at the stomach; great distress in the stomach, with fre- 
quent, sharp, prickly pains in it; sharp, cutting pains every few 
minutes in the umbilical re^on ; dull, aching distress in my wnsts, 
hands, fingers, ankles, feet and toes. Fearing that I would have 
spasms, I took three doses of camphor with no relief. I then 
inhaled chloroform every few minntes until 7 p. sr. The chloroform 
gave great relief, hut would last only a short time, when the gi-eat 
feintnesH would come on again ; at 7 p. m^ the faintness left me. 
9 P. M. — severe frontal headache ; constant and very severe burning 
distress in the whole of the epigastrium ; distress in the umbilicus, 
and desire for stool ; very hard, dry, lumpy stool, followed by pro- 
lapsus of the anus, with great pain and distress in the hjemorrhoida; 
feeling very weak in the knees; constant, aching distress in the 
hands and feet; very weak in the knees, can just walk; constant 
trembling of the arms and legs ; very severe backache. 

May 8th. — Slept well until midnight, after that, was very rest- 
less until morning ; skin dry and hot ; pulse 62, while lying down 
dull, frontal headache ; great distress in the stomach, but not s< 
much of the burning; tongue coated yellowish white; flat, rougl 
taste ; stomach is very tender, cannot bear to have it pressed upon 
very severe pain in the upper portion of the lumbar region, whei 
beniling the spine; soft mushy stool, very yellow, at 8 a.m., fol- 
lowed by a very weak, faint feeling ; hands and fingers ache all the 
time ; fingers are very stifi'; dull pain in the ankles and feet, 8 p. m.; 
felt quite well nntil 2 p. m., when the great burning distress came 
on again in my stomach ; dull headache ; very lame back ; the hem- 
orrhoids are very troublesome ; my hands and feet have been feel- 
ing quite easy all day after the first hour ; exercise relieves all of 
-erhei ■ 



May 9th. — Slept well ; awoke at 5 a. m., with severe pain in the 
umbilical and hypogastric regions, and great distress for stool; 
very profuse thin, yellow stool, that did not relieve the pain in the 
bowels ; feeling very Mnt at the stomach, and weak ; 7 a. m., 
another very thin deep yellow stool, which relieved the pain a good 
deal, followed by the great faintness at the stomach ; eating would 
not relieve it ; 9 p. m., have been feeling quite well all day, but 
since 6 P. M., the great burning distress in the stomach has been 
constant; severe neuralgic pain in the left groin all the evening. 

May lOth, — Slept well ; this morning have the great burning in 
my stomach ; slight distress in the bowels, with a deep yellow 
diarrhoBie stool ; hands and feet are quite stiff; dull back-ache ; the 
hemoiThoidal tumors are free from pain and are getting smaller. 
The backache lasted one week after taking the remedy. 

Oharacterlstlo Fecnliarities. — The rheumatic symptoms are 
worse at night and early in the morning ; first hour the pains are 
very much aggravated by motion, after that, motion relieves them ; 
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diarrhcea early in the morniug; aU the pains are worse while 
sitting still ; relieved by motion. 

Mtnfl.— Gi'eat depression of apirita ; no desire to move ; very sad. 

NerTOUS Sj'Btem. — Great weariness and loss of strength; con- 
Btant trembling of the hands and legs; pain and spasms of the 
bowels ; slowness of the heart's action ; vertigo with great faintne^ 
at the stomach; diepoMtion to faint; disposition to yawn and 
stretch. 

Bead. — Constant, dull, frontal headache, more in the top of the 
forehead ; very severe frontal headache ; shai'p cutting pains in the 
right temple. 

Hoatli and Tongne. — Tongne coated white and y'ellowish-wbite ; 
flat pappy taste in the mouth ; dryness of the fauces with frequent 
iDclination to swallow ; rough feeluig of the fiiuees; tonsils slightly 
congested. 

Stomach-— Frequent empty eructations; constant distress in the 
stomach, more in the afternoon and evening; severe cntting, tear- 
ing pains in the stomach and region of the gall-bladder ; at times 
the pains are of a spasmodic character ; constant dell pain in the 
Stomach; great burning distress in the stomach, with sharp prickling 
pains in it and faintness;. great f^ntness at the stomach; stomach 
very painful on pressure. 

IlTer. — The appearance of the alvine evacuations shows that 
it has a mai-ked effect upon the liver; sharp, cutting pdns in 
the region of the gall-bladder ; dull, heavy, aching pains in the 
right lobe of the liver ; the stools are very black, dry and hard ; 
largo, deep, yellow, papcscent stools, showing an iooreaaed secretion 
of bile, then light-colored stools. 

rrinary and fiealtal Organs. — N^o special effects observed. 

Abdomen. — Constant, dull pain in the epigastric and umbilical 
regions, with frequent colicky pains of a cutting, tearing character; 
frequent sharp, cntting pains in the umbilions, aggi^vated by walk- 
ing ; awoke three times in the night with severe colicky pdns in 
the nmbilious; constant, dull pains in the umbilicus, with frequent 
sharp, cutting pains all through the intestines. 

Stool and Anns- — Black, dry, hard, lumpy stool, last part of it 
soft, white and mushy ; dry, black stool, followed by prolapsus of 
the anus; the anns has four hemoiThoidal tumours on it as large as 
red cherries ; three are the color of the mucous memlarane of the 
intestine; the other is of a livid, dark, blue color, the provernever had 
htemorrhoidal tumors in his life, excepting one tumor after pro- 
ving the Voratum v, and strong symptoms of it while proving Aes- 
nlus. He considers these hemorrhoidal tumors truly a pathogenetio 
symptom of the Dioscorea; obstinate constipation followed by 
bilious diarrhcea; severe pain in the umbilical and nypogastric regions, 
with great desire for stool ; very profuse, deep yellow, thin stool, 
followed by a very weak, ^nt feeling, and without relieving the 
pain in the bowels. This continued two days, in the morning, then 
was followed by constipation. The hemorrhoidal tumors were 
prolapsed all the time, with great pain and diatreaa in them. 
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Chest. — Sharp pulsating pain ia the top of the sternum ; sharp 
stitches all through the ohest and cervical portion of the back ; 
drawing pain, between the shoulders. 

Back-— Constant dull pain in the lumbar region; dull aching 
pain in the lumbar-sacral region very much aggravated by bending 
the spine ; dull pain in the small of the back. ; bending the spine 
produces sharp cutting pains in all of the lumbar vertebra; back is 
quite stiff, especially in the morning 

ArmB.— Frequent drawing pains m the elbows, wrists, hands and 
fingers; severe, cutting pains m the elbows, wrists and fingei-s ; 
constant dull pains in the wrists, hands and hngers, with frequent 
sharp pains in the fingers ; fingers are very stiff, can hardly close 
them, they are so pmnful. 

Lower Extremities. — Dull drawing pains in the knees and 
ankles ; veiy sharp pain in the bottom of the feet and toes ; con- 
stant dull paine in the anklea, feet and toes, with sharp pain in the 
toes ; the toes are very stiflf, especially in the morning. 



JISCULUS HIPPOCASTiNUM. 



(Hicrftjeii loo loiefor inserlian icilh the elAcr Proeitiga of same Msdtdns.) 

Prover healthy ; temperament nervous— sanguine. 

December 26, 1863, Took one drop of the third attenuation. 

December 27. Felt drowsy ; tongue coated white. 

December 38. Very dull and stupid ; disposition to sleep all the 
time; felt weak; very severe lancinating headache at the base of 
the brain as if too full ; white coating on the tongue ; borborygmus 
and flatus which wbb fcotid; abdomen swollen and tympanitic; 
took two drachms. 

December 29, Same symptoms as yesterday, with sore throat, 
which was inflamed; throat felt hot; worse on left side; left 
tonsil very much swollen and painful on deglutition; stools, of a 
light brown color and very soft — frequent, but not to extent of 
a diarrhcea ; no appetite ; no more of the drug taken, 

December 30. Same symptoms as above, hut worse ; about 4 
o'clock, p, M^ severe chill which lasted three honrs; heat of the 
fire relieved me; from 7 to 12 at night, very high fever; pulse 
about 130; no thirat during the chill or fever, but rather an 
increase of saliva ; head achea all over as if it would burst ; photo- 
phobia; profuse hot perspiration with the fever; dyspocea with 
rapid breathing; lungs teel heavy and as if they were engorged; 
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heart's action very rapid and heavy— would jar me wbilfl lying 
down, and could feel the pulsation all over the body; my stomach 
felt as if it would fall down into the intestines ; urine eeanty and of 
a mahogany color, and as it passed through the urethra it burned 
like hot water; a sore spot on the right parietal bone, which upon 
pressure, felt as if a knife was piercing through; took no medicine 
to-day. 

Deoembei- 31. Fever gone ; pulse about ninety ; neck very stiff 
and swollen ; both tonsils swollen and of a fiery red color ; difficult 
deglutition; head not aching so much, but is worse on stooping 
or getting up from a chair; breathing more natural; spitting of 
blood on getting up in the morning; no cough; stools hard and 
dark brown; urine not so high colored, with a brown sediment; 
took none of the drng. 

Jsmnary 1, 1864. I have severe shooting pains in the left 
temple; eyes of a pinkish hue; dul! pain in the re^on of the 
spleen; stools hard; no other symptoms. 

January 2, Stools soft ; urine yellow, with a thiclc, white 
m.uous sediment ; took four drops of the tincture, 

January 3 and 4. Appearance t f hiemorrhoids like gr ound nuts, 
of a purple color; very pmnful, and with sensation of burning — 
(the prover never had hsemorroids before). 

January 6. Felt a dryness in the soft palate ; a fulness in the 
head; stools natural; urine dark, Some little sediment; took 
eight drops. 

January 8. Throat dry as if it was scraped, and swollen; bor- 
borygmus; flatus f<ctid; took one draflhm, 

January 10. Dryness of the back part of throat ; severe head- 
ache as if the head would split ; desire to pass water often, but 
little at a time. 

January 11. Symptoms same as above; a dry, burning sensation 
, of the fauces and palate; a quantity of thick, yellow phlegm in the 
mouth ; tongue coated yellow ; bowels loose ; stools brown ; urine 
scanty, and dark brown, no sediment; pulse hard and frequent; 
dull, aching pain in elbow joint of left arm; took no more of 
the drug. 

January 12. Symptoms begin to diminish. 

Januaiy 14. No symptoms. 
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ABORTOS- 

Aletvis far, 35, 36. Aselepios eji 

Holoniaa d 241. Songuin. can. 

ErigoroD canad. 153. TrlUmm p. 

Ciniieifiiga, 118. Veratntm vir. 

Gossipium, £17. 
A5TEE PAINB— 

Pod. palt. 34B. Cftulopijllum, BE 

Cimieifugn,.117. 



Bupator. pnrp. 166. Chimapliiln, S9. 

AHAuaosia— 

Golsemmum, 194. Cimicifuga, HO. 
Vcrtttrnm v. 421. 
AMESOEKHCBA— 

Aletria farin. 35. Heloniaa dioica. 41. 
Senedo, 392. Sang. STB, Gelsem. 206. 
Cimicifnga, lU. Xnnthoijlum, 434. 
GoseitSiim, 217. 



ASDOE. UKIH^ffll— 

Asolapias s. 63, 
ASTHUA- 

Bapljsia, 80, EHpntorium, parfol. 

Arum ttiphjllum, B3. 
ASTliENOPIA— 

Golaominum, 193. 
ABOARIDES— 



HeloniBs, 244. Hydrasiis can, 255. 
AHOIITA- 

Arum WipSjl. 57, Sanguinaria, 37B. 

ANOaEXIA- 






u {jerfoliatem, 163, 



ANDET- 

Apoojnum cinnabmom, 4S. 
ANOSMIA- 

GfilseminuHi, 195. 
APPETITE, EXCE8SIVB- 

Callineouia gauadenEis, 126. 
ATTH.ffi- 

BuphorbiiLcor. 171. Bupa,t, arom. IE7. 

CEDlophjllum, 87. Cotniia ior. 13B. 



Hydrat 



!, 255. 



53, 211. .RumeiB. 365. 
92. EuiEuiiuiria, 373. 



LIN, 4FFECTIOHS OF— 
Cjptipedmm, 145. Gelsominum, 191. 
BILIAET DEEANGEMEBTS- 






1,290,2 



BILIOUS FEVER— 

Podnphjllum, 333. 
BILIOUS COLIO- 

Diosoorea, 147. 
BEONOHIAL AFFEOTIOtTS- 

Eupator. perfol. 164. Eriger. oi 
BEONOHITIS— 



■ Sanga 



, 381, Gab 
lerf. 164. 



CATAREH— 

Arum ir. 56. ApiMjnum cstmab. 46, 
Hydrastia, 253, 261. Plijtolaooa, 313. 
GelBBminum, 196. Rmnaj: oriap. 361. 
CimicJfoga, HI, Baptiaia 



SaDguin. 373, ; 
Sticta pulmona' 



. Trillim 



I, (64. 
1,467. 



Phjtolaeoa, 313. Hydrastis, 248,249. 
OAMP niiRRH(BA— 
LepUudrla, S94. 
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CAEDIALSIA— 

Iris VBrsiooIor, 23S. Gelaetnin. 199, 

Dioscorett, 149, CaulophjUum, 87. 
OARDITIS- 

Veratmm rirido, 428. 
CANINE HUHGEB— 

EupntDrium pert. 163, 
OANCEUM OKIS (See Uydraatla)— 

Ttillium, iOi. 
CACHEXIA— 

Hydrastis, 2S2. 



Varatrum virido, 421. 
CEREBBAL CONGESTION— 

Aletris farln. 35, Siinguinaria, 373, 



,ffiEculu3 glabrii, le. Apooy, andr. ; 

Asolepias syiiaca, 61. Phjtolacon, 3 

Huphar latea, 304, Cimioifuga, 1( 

HHphar L, 304, Baptisia linotoria, : 

Cauiophyllnm, 87, 
CHANCttB. PHAGABENIO— 

SangHinariB, can, 379, 
CHOREA- 

G«laemliium, VS. Cimicifnga, 1 

Veratriim Tiride, 4U, 414, 431. 
OHLOROSia— 

Scoacio gnuiilis, 393. 
OHRONIO COUSH- 

iEaonluB, 24, 
OIROOCELE— 

Hamamella virgliiica, 233. 
COOP DE 80LEIL- 

tiolscminum, 191. Teratrum vir. i: 
OHOLEBA M0BB03— 

Podophyllum poltatam, 347, Iria, 2( 

Dioaooiea, 148, Veratrom vicida, 4; 
CHOLERA IKFANTUM— 

Pod. pelt, 347. Laptondria virg, 2£ 

Euphorbia, 170. Cornus dr 137, U 
COLIC— 

Aletria, 3B. Iris, 280 Phjtolauoa, 31 

Ofllseminum, 200 L^ptindrm 2! 

Diosoorea, H7, 438 Xantlioryl it 

Podophjllum, 340. 
COMA- 

Ueltcminnm, 192. 
CONJUNCTIVITIS- 

Hjdrai 
OONflHSTIOS C 

Oelaemianm, 191, 
COETZA- 

Phytolaooft, 313, Sanguinaiia, 3 

Bapittbiiuni poTfoliatam, 164, 



253. 
■ BRAIN- 



CONSTIPATION— 

,Ssou]ua, 18. Apocynnin nndros, 40. 

Hjdraa,, 2B6, Pliy., 319. Collina., 129. 

GolsemiHum, 201. HanuuneliB, 225. 

Cbimaphila, 100, 
OOBNEA, OFACITT OF— 

Hydraatta, 362. 
COUeH, DKT— 

Podophyllum pel., 350. Bumex, 362. 
idepiaj, 68. 



CJmicifuga 



120. 



cotrau, L 

Podu , 350. Sen,, 394. Silph,, 3t 

Sliota,400, Apooyaum, 56. 
COUGH, HKOTIC— 

Loptandria v,, 164. 
COUGH, WHOOPING- 

Pod. pelt., 350, 
OKAMI'g 



g STOMACH— 



f PBEGNANCY- 



CEOUP- 



1, 179. 



CUTANEOUS A 

Comna cir,, 133. 
CYSTITIS— 

HydraaUs, 259. Erigeron Ban,, 153. 

Voratrnm viride, 424. 

DEBIUTT— 

Iris, 272. Hslonias, 237. 
DELIKIUM A POTU- 

Cimioifuga, 103, 103, 106. Gels., 316- 
DIABRHfflA— 

Apocynnm andro,, 40, B; 

Comua Q,, 137. CollioBonii 

Bnpliorbia, 170, Brigaroj 

OelaBminum, 2D0, 201. Hamsm., 228. 

Iris, 273, 280. Lept,, 293. Nupli., 30S. 

Phyt,,319, Pod, palt, 340, Enm, """ 

Sang,, 378. Trill., 404. Verat,, 
DIABETES— 

Sonacio, 392. Erigetl 

Bupatorium per, 166, TriiliuiH 

Veratrum virids, 434. 
DIUKEaiB— 

Voratrum, 424, 
DIPHTHERIA— 

PUjtolacen, 314, 334. Baptiaia, 71, 77. 

HydraatiB, 2B3, 354. 
DIPLOPIA- 

Golaominum, 193,' 
DKOPST- 

Apoej. an., 40. Apoey. o,, 43, 49, 51. 

AsoiapiEiS Eyr,, 61. Cbimaidiila nm, 98. 



, 153. 
404, 
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CLINICA 



DTraESTEET- 

an^ro., 3S. Bapiisia, 79. 
27. Cornua oir,, !33, 137. 
oor., 170. ErieBTOn, 152. 
Gelsamianm, 201. Iris, 273. 
Hamamslia, 257. Lepton., 393, 297. 
Phyt., 319. Pod,, 346. Tril 
Veralrum v,433. 
D YSM EN O ilKH(B 4— 

Asolepias, 63. Bapt., 79, Cimi., 114. 
Canlopb.th^., 88, 90. Col!., 129, 133. 
QelsemmiiiD, 20S. Hamamelie r., 232 
Hel., Ml. Son,, 392. Sang, c, 378. 
Xanthosylum, 434. 

DyaPBpeiA— 

Phjtulaeoadaoan., 313. Asolepias, 69, 
Hydras. 252, 264. Heloniaa dio., 240. 
CaiilopliyllBm, 87. LeptaDdria, 208. 
Phjtolaeoa, 318. Podoph, poU. 



Rumc 
CrSPSPTIC PHTHISIS— 

Citnioifuga, 121. 
DTSCEIA- 

Brigcroa can., 152. ( 
DT8PHCBA— 



n, 376. 



Eupator 



n perf., 164. Silph., 395. 



ECOHYMOaES ON BYE-BALLS— 
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